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PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

(Delivered at the Annual Meeting, 26th February, 1918). 

 	ENTLEMEN,—Architects of the present day are faced 
with many difficult problems in carrying out the various 
works entrusted to them, and one of the greatest is, to 
obtain tradesmen who really know how and try to do 
good work. There are many who are efficient, and a 

greater number who are not masters of the particular trade they 
follow. Still another is, how to obtain more work for the money 
expended on buildings, in view of the determined effort of a section 
of the community, who preach the doctrine of "go slow." if we are 
to build large numbers of factories for industries to compete with 
the outside world, then our young tradesman will have to educate 
himself into a more efficient and conscientious worker or else go 
under. Fortunately, our Technical Colleges are doing good work, 
and they show there our workers have plenty of ability and brains, 
and no doubt they must realise the advantage of doing good work, 
also a fair day's work, but we want Technical Colleges all over this 
Continent, not only for the workers, but also for those who will 
have to guide and direct the workers. 

I must congratulate the students in Architecture of the present 
time on the great advantages they now have in comparison with 
those who served their articles forty years ago. There is the Univer-
sity, Educational establishments and Technical Colleges, where they 
can study Architecture, in addition to the office training. Still they 
are not satisfied, and rightly so, for there is still a lot to be done 
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before we can get a perfect system of training for students in Archi-
tecture. We, members of this Institute, fully realise this, and the 
new Council will take this matter up and endeavour to meet the 
views of those who are earnestly endeavouring to fully qualify them-
selves for our profession. Unfortunately, there are a number of 
young men who attend drawing and constructional classes at some 
College, these get a smattering knowledge of Architecture, then think 
themselves qualified to design buildings, and many of them do draw 
plans of houses for the jerry builder. As for the latter, he still goes 
on his way unchecked and strongly supported by the public, who are 
always on the look-out for something cheap, and no doubt they get 
what they want, until bills for repairs have to be constantly met, 
then they try to sell. Lately, we have heard a good deal from the 
Yarra Bank Orators about our slums and the dilapidated buildings 
the poor are housed in. Well, who builds these cheap, badly-con-
structed and in many cases unhealthy dwellings? Are not the workers 
themselves to blame? They, as tradesmen, know that the bricks they 
are laying in so-called mortar is only loam mixed with a small portion 
of lime; they spread an inferior damp proof course over the founda-
tions, knowing well that damp will soon come creeping up the walls. 
They know the walls are constructed on bad foundations, and cracks 
will appear in both plaster and brickwork. They know of many 
other defects, but are apathetic as to the consequence, although well 
knowing that working men, their wives and children, will be housed 
in hundreds of these habitations. Do these men ever report to the 
"I rades Hall that they are engaged: in building shoddy work, or does 
the Trades Hall send out properly-qualified inspectors to see what 
class of building the unionist is employed on, and with orders to re-
port as to the quality of work being carried out? I do not think 
so. They endeavour to get higher wages for the workers, and one 
cannot blame them for trying by fair means to raise the standard of 
living for the worker, but I consider the Trades Hall should assist 
the members of our profession in getting good healthy homes for the 
people and I trust they will support us in the matter, also our efforts 
to strengthen the Town Planning movement which is now slowly 
progressing in this State. You know a big Conference took place 



Vresfaettt's gtòaress 

last year in Adelaide, the first Town Planning Conference held in 
Australia, and I had the good fortune to be appointed one of your 
delegates. From this Conference great things will' eventually come, 
from the united efforts of those who were present at the Conference. 
At the present time the two bodies of Town Planners in Victoria 
are in conference and very soon will be amalgamated in one strong 
body, and I consider it the duty of every Architect and Student in 
Architecture to join this body, especially the younger men, who later 
on must have many chances of becoming the Town Planners of new 
cities and villages on this great Continent. 

One hears on all sides about the increasing cost of building. 
Formerly I told clients to wait, now I am one of those who believe 
there will be no material reduction in the expense of erecting dwel-
lings, factories or other buildings, for many years to come, and I 
doubt if we shall ever again import goods from England at the same 
prices ruling before the war. Naturally, one cannot tell what will 
happen should Australia again experience a series of drought years 
and there will be periods of slackness. 

In reference to the question as to contract versus day labour; 
well. with a properly-prepared set of drawings and specifications, I 
am certain an owner gets better value for his money under the con-
tract system conditionally on the Architect getting a good builder, 
and my advice to young beginners is to try and get a good class of 
builder to tender for his work, also to know the value of work in 
order that he may advise a client not to accept a tender which will 
not pay a builder or else he will lay up a world of trouble for all 
concerned. 

Now I come to a matter which this Institute should take in 
hand, viz. :—The serious waste of time to Architects who have deal-
ings with the City of Melbourne's Engineers' Office, and many of 
us fully realise, should there be a large increase in the re-building of 
this City, serious delays must take place in getting out plans, then 
getting them passed. Personally I have been extremely fortunate in 
my dealings with the Town Hall, and I do not wish to lay any 
blame on the City Engineer or his officers, for when we do get into 
touch with them we receive every consideration and advice, but the 
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system is at fault, and I am certain must be improved. I trust the 
new Council will endeavour to get the assistance of the Lord Mayor 
and City Engineer to evolve a scheme which will save all parties 
concerned time and money. 

In methods and materials for buildings, considerable changes 
have taken place since I first started in the profession. ard the present 
generation has many advantages which we did not have. Then 
again, they have far greater advantages of travelling to their several 
works. Now there are the cable and electric trams, motor cars and 
push bikes; with us there were only the omnibus, cab, hiring a buggy 
or horse, or else to walk. I fully expect the next generation will 
have to move at a very rapid rate to keep pace with the times. 

There is another question which should be of great interest to 
all concerned in obtaining well-designed buildings, viz.:—The 
sanction of Parliament to register only properly-qualified Architects, 
and make it necessary for all students in Architecture to pass certain 
examinations before he is allowed to practise. Unless we can get 
a Bill through Parliament the students of to-day, who now or have 
been studying in order to qualify themselves as Architects, will be 
handicapped in having to compete against many whose proper vocation 
is in some other walk of life. 

On the termination of the war, I sincerely trust all those brave 
men who have enlisted from our ranks will receive a full and bounti-
ful harvest on their return to Australia, for nothing the public can 
do will compensate them for the hardships they endured. I also 
trust this Institute will do all it possibly can to lend a helping hand 
when they return. I also wish you all prosperous times, and trust 
you will assist me in my year of office to help raise our profession 
to a higher level in the eyes of the public. 

In closing, Mr. Peck said that a deputation had waited on the 
Council from the Victorian Architectural Students' Society with cer-
tain suggestions as to the training of students. He sympathised with 
any efforts in that direction, and would donate prizes of books to 
the value of £3/3/-, to be competed for by members of the Society 
in such manner as they might arrange. 



THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

HE Annual Meeting of members of the Institute was 
held at the rooms, 57 Swanston Street, on Tuesday, 
February 26th, 1918, at 8 o'clock. 

The President, Mr. W. A. M. Blackett, oc-
cupied the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been published in 
the "Journal of Proceedings;" were taken as read, by vote of the 
meeting. 

Apologies were received from Messrs. Anketell Henderson and 
Cr. Frank Stapley. 

Nominations.--J. Plotell was nominated by Mr. Arthur Peck 
( F.) 

A ballot was taken for the election of T. J. Buchan as Associate 
and C. E. Wright (Associate), as Fellow. 	Messrs Godfrey and 
Alsop were appointed scrutineers, and reported both candidates, un-
animously elected. 

Nomination of Anketell Henderson (F.), as Life Fellow.--
Mr. Arthur Peck said he had a pleasing duty to perform, and 
that was the nomination of Mr. Anketell Henderson as a Life Fel-
low; his work for the Institute was too,well known to require enlarg-
ing upon. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins supported the nomination. Mr. Hen-
derson had rendered many services to the Institute in the past, es- 
pecially in the matter of the Building Regulations, and he hoped Mr. 
Henderson would live long in enjoyment of the honor conferred on 
him. 

Mr. Blackett said he would like to support the nomination also. 
Mr. Henderson had been a good friend to all the members, a useful 
citizen who never spared himself where the public good was con-
cerned, or in the cause of Architectural Education. 

A motion of sorrow for the death of Mr. C. Gordon McCrae 
was passed, members testifying to his personal and professional worth. 

R.V.I.A Medal Competitions.--The President announced that 
the Bronze Medal for Measured Drawings of the Portico of the 
Town Hall had been won by Mr. F. Bruce Kemp, and the second 
prize in the Sketching Competition by Mr. L. C. Hopkins. 	He 
presented the medal and certificates with much pleasure, and took 
the opportunity of congratulating Mr. Kemp on the fact of his en-
listing for active service. 

Report of Council was read by the Hon. Secretary, and adopted, 
on the motion of Mr. H. W. Tompkins, seconded by Mr. R. H. 
Alsop. 

[Election 
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Election of Council and Office-Bearers.--The President an-
nounced that the following gentlemen had been nominated and were 
elected without opposition :- 

President : Arthur Peck. 
Vice-Presidents: Cr. Frank Stapley and H. W. Tompkins 
Hon. Treasurer: Edward A. Bates. 
Hon. Secretary: William M. Campbell. 
Associate Member of Council: Kingsley A. Henderson. 
There were six nominations for the five seats on the Council, 

so that a ballot would be required. 
Messrs. Lucas and Fawcett were appointed scrutineers, and a 

ballot was taken, .with the following result 
Members of Council elected for the year 1918-19: R. H. Alsop, 

C. H. Ballantyne, W. A, M. Blackett, W. R. Butler, W. S. P, 
Godfrey. 

President's Address.—Mr. Blackett said that he did not propose 
to give a formal address, as he had not been able to attend the In-
stitute meetings during the year owing to military duties. He was 
glad to know that his old friend Mr. Peck was to occupy the chair 
for the coming year; in fact, he had practically done so during the 
past year. He (Mr. Peck) had always taken a keen interest in all 
matters relating to the profession and had merited the position of 
trust to which he had been elevated. 	He urged on members the 
importance of the Town Planning movement. He had noticed sug-
gestions to nationalize the medical and other professions; why not 
nationalize the Architectural profession? Why should not the brains 
and experience of the Architectural profession be utilized for the 
good of the community as a whole, instead of for the benefit of only 
a small percentage? Then better ideals would be realised. 	The 
Registration Bill was still in the hands of the Parliamentary drafts-
man; it should be pushed through for the public good. He hoped 
that good -had arisen out of the Conference on Australian Timbers, 
and that interest had been stimulated. 	He referred feelingly to 
the losses sustained by the Institute in the death of so many prominent 
members. He thanked the Acting-President and Hon. Secretary for 
assistance in the past year. 

Mr. Peck thanked Sergeant Blackett for kind references, and 
the members for election to the office of President. He had been 
40 years in the profession and 31 a member of the Institute. 



Mr. Tompkins, as a member of the Regulations Committee, re-
ported that a Bill embracing a code of Building Regulations .for 
Suburban Municipalities had been brought before Parliament by Mr. 
Wm. Beckett, M.L.C. It contained clauses which your Council con-
sidered unworkable, and a deputation waited on the then Minister to 
point this out to him, with the result that the Bill was withdrawn. 
The Minister then requested that representatives of the Institutes of 
Architects and Engineers, and the City Building Surveyor, should 
meet with the Public Works Department and draw up a code to meet 
the case. This was done, and it was handed to the Minister. The 
Committee, however, insisted that a board of appeal should be con-
stituted, but the new Minister has not been able to see his way to 
include this in the proposed Bill. Thus the matter stands at present. 

The Conditions of Contract were in the position mentioned in 
the Annual Report. They were founded on the R.I.B.A. Conditions, 
and were simpler and more workable than the conditions now in use. 

[Report 



REPORT OF COUNCIL, 1917-18. 

OUR Council have to report the conclusion of another 
year's labors, during which the various interests of 
the Institute have been advanced, notwithstanding 
the adverse conditions arising out of the war. 

Membership.--The members on the roll con-
sist of 69 Fellows, 2 Hon. Fellows, 5o Associates. Of these, six 
Fellows and eight Associates are absent on active service. 

Attendances.--During the past year 15 meetings of Council 
have been held, the attendances being as follows: 

W. A. M. Blackett (on leave of absence from March 31st) 2, 
Arthur Peck u, H. W. Tompkins io, E. A. Bates 14, W. M. 
Campbell 15, C. H. Ballantyne 6, W. R. Butler 11, E. J. Clark 12, 
A. S. Eggleston (resigned July 28th) 3, Frank Stapley 6, K. A. 
Henderson 12, R. H. Alsop (appointed August 28th) 8. 

Average attendance at meetings, 7.26. 

Emergency Committee.—Arthur Peck- 3, E. A. Bates 3, H. W. 
Tompkins 2, W. M. Campbell 3. 

Library and Social Committee (6 meetings).—R. H. Alsop 2, 
W. R. Butler 5, W. M. Campbell 6, J. H. Harvey 3, K. A. Hender-
son 6, A. Peck 3, F. Stapley 6, F. B. Tompkins 1. 

Regulations Committee (Conditions of Contract and Building 
Regulations) .—This Committee held numerous meetings during the 
year with representatives-from the Master Builders' Association, and 
arrived at an agreement with them as to the proposed new Conditions 
of Contract with the exception of one clause. It is expected that 
the new Conditions will be placed before the members early in the 
year. 

Two members of this Committee, Messrs. Bates and Tompkins, 
together with delegates from other interested bodies, at the request 
of the Minister of Public Works, expended much time and labor in 
drawing up a set of Building Regulations to form a standard for the 
use of Suburban Municipalities. This is now in the hands of the 
Minister. 



1Report of Council 	 it 

General Meetings.--During the session five General Meetings 
have been held, and the following subjects dealt with:— 

May ist.—"Re-inforced Concrete in Fireproof Construction," 
by U. J. Nicholas, with lantern illustrations. 

June 26th.--"The Architectural Aspects of Town Planning," 
by Walter R. Butler (F.), "Local Application of Principles of 
Town Planning," by Frank Stapley (F.). Illustrative slides, by J. 
C. Merrell (F.), and photographs lent by the Melbourne City 
Council. 

July 24th.—"The Architecture of Ancient Greece as I saw it," 
by William Lucas (F.), with lantern illustrations. 

September 26th.—"Report of Proceedings of Conference on 
Australian Timbers, Forestry and Re-afforestation," by Arthur 
Peck (F.), (Institute delegate), with slides by A. D. Hardy (Forests 
Department) . 

December 4th.—"Report on the Australian Town Planning 
Conference and Exhibition (Adelaide)," by Arthur Peck, Cr. 
Frank Stapley and W. M. Campbell (Institute delegates), with 
lantern slides by J. C. Morrell (F.) and E. C. Rigby. 

His Excellency Sir Arthur Stanley was present at the meeting 
on the 26th September, and made some interesting remarks on the 
subject under discussion, whilst members of the Melbourne City 
Council attended the meeting on December 4th. 

The attendances at these meetings have been somewhat larger 
than formerly, but there is still a lack of interest shown by a large 
number of the members. 

Visits.--Visits were paid during the year— 
To inspect the furniture of the Commonwealth Offices, London, 

at Mr. Kannaluik's works; to Federal Government House, by invita-
tion of His Excellency the Governor-General, to inspect Australian 
Timbers; to the new buildings, Mont Park Asylum, by invitation of 
Mr. Brittingham, of the Public Works Department; to the Cool 
Stores, Kensington, by invitation of Mr. Brittingham, of the Public 
Works Department; to the new Postal Buildings, Spencer St., by in-
vitation of the Commonwealth Works Department; to Mr. Rutter- 
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Clarke's house- and garden at Toorak, by invitation of Mr. Clarke, 
as arranged by the Architect, Mr. W. R. Butler. 

The President.—Since the opening of the Session our President's 
patriotism induced him to enlist for active service in the A.I.F., and 
your Council tendered him leave of absence. 	At a gathering of 
members and friends a small memento of the esteem and admiration 
with which members of the Institute regarded him was presented 
to him. His place at the University was filled by Mr. A. S. Eggles-
ton, who in turn left for India on Y.M.C.A. war work, and was 
replaced at the University and on your Council by Mr. Rodney H. 
Alsop. 

The Lord Mayor.—Another event of personal interest was the 
elevation to the Lord Mayoralty of Melbourne of one of your Coun-
cil, Mr. Frank Stapley. His election has conferred an honor on the 
profession,.and your Council tendered him the congratulations of the 
Institute with much pleasure. That the Institute should be brought 
into closer touch with the Municipal matters of the City is an advance 
in the right direction. 

Obituary.--The  membership of the Institute has suffered loss by 
death of Mr. Percy Oakden, one of the oldest and most revered of 
its members. His services have been fully recorded in the "Proceed- 
ings," but words cannot express the value of his work to the profes-
sion in Melbourne. 

Mr. H. V. Champion's death robs us of a member whose en-
gineering abilities were highly appreciated in the professions of En- 
gineering and Architecture, whilst his personality served to uphold 
their dignity. 

Mr. E. J. Berkley died in China, where he had a large practice. 
He was educated as an Architect in Melbourne, and continued his 
association with this city by becoming a member of this Institute. 

Timber Standardization... .Arising out of the suggestions of the 
Conference on Australian Timbers, your Council called a Conference 
of Timber Merchants, Sawmillers, representatives of the Public 
Works and Railways, (Messrs. A. Peck and K. A. Henderson repre-
senting the •Institute), to discuss the standardizing of sizes and the 
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grading and selecting of Australian Timbers for the market. 	A 
schedule of sizes and varieties advisable for use in the various parts of 
a building was prepared and will he available shortly. The object of 
this is to reduce the number of sections kept in stock, and to educate 
the users of timber in the particular characteristics of Australian 
timbers. 

Federal Council. —The business of the Federal Council has this 
year been conducted by correspondence, a formal meeting only being 
held in Sydney for the transaction of necessary business, at which this 
Institute was represented by proxies. 

Medal Competitions.— Owing to the absence of so many of our 
younger members at the war your Council decided to forego the Silver 
Medal Competition. The Bronze Medal was won by F. Bruce 
Kemp (pupil of Mr. H. H. Kemp), the subject being a portion of 
the Portico of the Melbourne Town Hall. The first prize for the 
sketching competition was not awarded, but the second prize was 
won by L. C. Hopkins (pupil of Mr. Frank Stanley). 	For the 
first time in the history of the Institute one of the competitors for 
the Bronze Medal was a lady, Miss. E. L. Tickell. Although she 
did not obtain a prize, her work was considered exceptionally good, 
taking into consideration the fact that she had only been engaged fox 
eleven months on Architectural work. 

Town Planning.—A movement to increase the interest in Town 
Planning was initiated by a visit from Mr. C. C. Reade, Town 
Planner of Adelaide, to your President, Mr. Blackett, Mr. Reade 
explained that it was proposed to hold an Australian Town Planning 
Conference and Exhibition in Adelaide towards the end of the year 
1917. Arrangements were made for the formation of a Victorian 
Executive, consisting of the Presidents and Secretaries of the various 
Institutes and others interested in the matter. The result was a very 
successful Conference in Adelaide in October, at which Messrs. Peck, 
Stanley, and Campbell acted as your delegates, The Executive and 
delegates to the Conference, the Victorian Town Planning and Parks 
Association, and representatives of the Institutes of Architects, En-
gineers, Surveyors, Law and Medicine, have been called to meeting 
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next month to form a new and strong Association to forward the 
interests of Town Planning in Victoria. It is hoped that the pro-
fessional element will be strongly in evidence in the new Association. 

Unsightly Hoardings.--A letter forwarded by your Council to 
the Melbourne City Council elicited a reply that a regulation dealing 
with the matter had been framed and would shortly be made effec-
tive. 

Housing.--Your Acting-President has been invited to inspect 
and give his opinion on a scheme for housing which the City Council 
has in hand. 

Competitions.-----At the invitation of the Committee your Council 
appointed Mr. Peck to adjudicate on a limited competition for the 
A.N.A. Buildings, Ballarat, and satisfaction with the result was ex-
pressed by the Committee, who acted in accordance with his advice. 

Victorian Architectural Students' Society.-A strong deputation 
from the above Society waited on your Council with a proposal for 
a new classification in grades and the inception of an Atelier for 
students. The matter is now under consideration by your Council. 

Library and Council Room.— -For the convenience of members 
the Hon. Secretary attends at the above room during business hours 
excepting between 11 and 12 a.in., and i and 3 p.m. 

WILLIAM M. CAMPBELL, 

Hon. Secretary. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1917. 

The cost of conducting the affairs of the Institute for the year 
1917 was £341/18/11, and although at the beginning of the year 
the current account was in debit to the bank to the extent of 
£55/19/5, the year closes with a credit balance of £25/9/5, due to 
the finances being assisted from the "Proceedings" account to the 
extent of £100, and by the accrued interest from the Fixed Deposit, 
War Loan and Savings Bank Accounts. 

Owing to the number of members at the war and the suspension 
of their subscriptions the revenue is shrinking, and your Treasurer 
estimates that the yearly expenditure should be reduced to about 
£320 if the accounts at the end of the year are to close in credit. 
The Balance Sheet clearly shows all other details. 

EDWARD A. BATES, 

Hon. Treasurer. 
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FORESTRY IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

N an article entitled, "A National Neglect," the neces-
sity of local afforestation in the Union of South 
Africa is dealt with by Mr. D. M. Burton, in the 
last quarterly part--19 t 7— of "Building," the Jour-
nal of the Association of Transvaal Architects and 

Natal Institute of Architects. 
The following extracts from the article break some new ground 

and at the same time illustrate the great necessity for the development 
of the industry in South Africa, and serve to again emphasize the 
importance of the subject to us in Australia, brought forward so pro-
minently during the past year by the important conference on the 
subject, held in Melbourne under the auspices of the R.V.I.A.:- 

The Governments of the Union of South Africa have spent and 
are ever spending millions of pounds upon railway extensions and 
expansion; yet they have missed or overlooked—except to an almost 
immaterial extent—one of the finest provisions of tonnage for their 
trucks and one of the grandest opportunities for opening up to the 
production of wealth much land which at present is hardly productive 
at all, but which might become—and in but a comparatively short 
while—one of the finest assets which the country could possess. 

Speeches have been addressed to various bodies on this all im-
portant theme, but the utterance of the very few wise ones have 
fallen on deaf ears. 

I refer to the subject of Afforestation. When I use the word I 
feel that I cannot justly include under the term the puny efforts thus 
far put forth by the Government, nor those private essays at the 
production of what has been sarcastically referred to as the "provis-
ion of firewood." 
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In addition to the forests which are being cut down in France. 
Russia, England, Germany, Austria and elsewhere to provide timber 
for war purposes, valuable timber is being daily destroyed during the 
progress of this titanic conflict for military reasons on one or other 
side. We read of some wood that has been wiped off the map by shot 
and shell during the terrific bombardments of the opposing armies. 
We read of Russian pine forests set ablaze. Do we realize that in 
France and Russia hundreds of thousands of cubic feet of most valu-
able timber are being lost to mankind? 

For years France, Belgium and Russia will be absorbing vast 
quantities of timber to make good the devastation of the war. Timber 
is not going to return to pre-war prices for many years after the end 
of this war, and we, in this country, may rest assured that the price 
of imported timber will remain very high for a long while to come. 

The rapid progress of civilisation and the demands of the ever-
increasing population of the world have already largely diminished the 
area of forest in many countries, and especially in the New World, 
where timber has played a more important part in buildings than in 
Europe. Already these countries have realised the grave danger 
which was threatened by the denudation of the forests and arc making 
some provision for future requirements. Up to a few years ago the 
forests of Canada were being indiscriminately cut down, in some cases 
to provide timber for sale, in others merely to enable farmers to clear 
ground for agricultural purposes. Canada was forced to make laws 
to stop this wholesale destruction, and now no one may cut down a 
tree without replacing it by another. 

From the experience and practice of other countries it will be 
seen that afforestation is no matter for purely private enterprise. It 
is essentially a subject for the Government of a country, though a 
really progressive and paternal Government will legislate in such 
manner that not only will it take upon itself the temporary burden 
of direct afforestation, but will also assist in the promotion of private 
efforts in the same direction. 

I propose to offer some advice on this subject, and will have to. 
give some statistical information relative to the Union. some of which 
will cause considerable surprise to those who have not studied the 
subject. 
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Before doing so, however, let me say that I am quite well aware 
that timber forests are not created in a day, and that in Russia and 
Sweden it is estimated that quite fifty years are required for the 
mature growth of a sound timber proposition. In this country—
which we rightly describe as sunny South Africa—the growth of 
trees is remarkably rapid, and a forest which would take fifty years 
to grow in Russia would not take more than twenty in this land. 
Of course, I am also aware of the fact that rapidly grown timber is 
not of so hard or high a quality as that from the more slowly growing 
trees. I am, however, sure that it is better to supply Ourselves with 
our own home grown timber, even though slightly inferior in quality 
and strength, than to continually be dependent on imported timber to 
meet our ever growing demands. Home grown timber will have 
the advantage of cheapness, while at the same time we would feel that 
every penny spent on such would be money subscribed towards the 
circulation of wealth in the Union, whereas every shilling spent on 
imported wood will represent at least tenpence sent out of the coun-
try to enrich other lands and impoverish ourselves. 

Every million pounds spent by the Government on afforestation 
will show a very large margin of profit an the money invested after 
allowing for interest and all expense of planting and upkeep. As a 
purely financial and business matter it should prove an excellent in-
vestment. 

It may interest some to know that during the year 1913, the last 
completed year before the war for which we have returns, the Union 
imported no less than 16,647,283 cubic feet of timber, of a value of 
£1,033,666. Allowing for the steadily increasing demand in this 
country and the high price of timber following on the war, I feel 
that it will be no exaggeration to say that in all probability the value 
of the timber imported each year after the war into the Union will 
approach double the figure for 1913. This is the value at the port, 
and represents a loss to the Union of that amount of money. 

In this country it would appear that the Lands Department is 
in the habit of dumping on to the Forest Department all land that 
appears to be useless. It would seem that the governmental idea 
is that whatever soil is utterly useless for any other agricultural or 
pastoral purpose is good enough for afforestry. The Forest Depart-
ment controls about one million morgen of land, of which only a little 

[over 
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over seven hundred thousand morgen are even demarcated. Some of 
this area includes drift sand and coast reserves quite unsuitable for 
afforestry purposes. Only some two hundred and thirty thousand 
morgen are estimated to be under forest or plantation, the balance 
being made up of waste lands of little or no value even for grazing. 

According to the report for i915 the total available timber stand-
ing in Natal and Zululand is about 6,000,000 cubic feet. 

From these figures it will be seen that if every tree in Natal and 
Zululand were cut down it would suffice to keep the Union in timber 
on an import basis for eighteen months, and if allowance is made 
for the consumption of timber not imported, even that period would 
have to be materially decreased. The Cape Province apparently 
could supply annually about one-thirtieth of the Union requirements 
on the import basis. 

Clearly our Forest Department must refuse to have every useless 
piece of land dumped on it, and must insist on obtaining in sufficient 
quantity a suitable class of soil within reasonable distance of present 
or immediately prospective railway facilities. Above all, it must press 
for a vastly greater liberality so far as expenditure in new afforestation 
is concerned. 

It would appear as though the Government has barely awakened 
to the fact that the present effort is merely playing at afforestation, 
and that in the interests of the future of the country it is not only 
desirable but essential that a bold effort to deal with the subject on 
a large scale should form one of the strong points of its agricultural 
and industrial policy. 

For every tree cut down, ten or more should be planted, and 
why should not the Government subsidise private enterprise in that 
direction. Let some such law be framed and let the Government 
supply the young trees from its own nurseries and already a big step 
will have been taken towards building up a useful reserve of timber. 

Above all let the government enter on a bold policy of expendi-
ture in the creation of forests in the Union which will bring later 
on a big return on the capital expended, will provide employment 
for many thousands of white people, will give the country a great, ever 
thriving and profitable industry, and will assist to conserve the mois-
ture in this oftimes parched land. By such a policy it will set vast 
sums in circulation each year, will add directly and continuously to 
the wealth of the country, and win for itself praise and blessing from 
all far-sighted people in the Union. 



HE following extracts from an article by Stanley C. ' 
Ramsey, A.R.I.B.A., in the "R.I.B.A. Journal," 
afford extremely valuable comment on the work these 
great American Architects have done during the last 
3o or 4o years in their own country:— 

Those architects in this country who have known something 
of the work of McKim, Mead & White have from time to time 
wondered why no publication has appeared giving a full and adequate 
representation of their buildings. At last this long-felt defect has been 
remedied, and amongst the recent additions to the Institute Library 
made by the Literature Committee is a sumptuous work illustrating 
the buildings of this distinguished trio. There is something about 
a genuine partnership in art which is almost sacrosanct, and when 
this association of different personalities is based on some real and 
fundamental condition of their diverse characters and is not merely 
the result of a business convenience, it becomes an indiscretion, nay 
more, an impertinence, to seek to determine the exact contribution 
of the various partners. One must accept them as a complete entity; 
and so, as a matter of fact, in speaking of the work of this firm, the 

[world 
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world in general, both in the States and elsewhere, has unconsciously 
employed the names of McKim, Mead & White as if the three desig-
nations appertained to one and the same personality. This complete-
ness of identity grows stronger as one turns the pages of this work 
running into three volumes. Each and every one of the hundreds 
of buildings portrayed therein bears the sanie imprint of genius, bears 
witness, as it were, to the fact that they originated from one and 
the same brain, and it is something of a shock to realise, upon re-
flection, that this brain was in some miraculous manner the property 
of three men, and not that of one. It was a happy thought of the 
Editor to date each of these buildings and to place them in the 
chronological order of their erection. For in this way one can com-
pare their earlier works, so full of brilliant promise, with that long 
succession of triumphant masterpieces, executed later, in the pride 
and fulness of their extraordinary powers. The first survey of these 
volumes is a unique and rare experience, one is dazzled and be-
wildered by the vastness of the results achieved, the mere mass alone 
is something stupendous; and when in addition to this it is realised 
that almost without exception each separate building is a work of 
loving care, in which, despite the appearance of ease of execution, it 
would seem that everything had been studied and restudied down 
to the minutest detail, even to the meanest and most unimportant 
brick, it is almost impossible to believe that three short lives alone 
could have sufficed for such a result. We are apt to regard the 
short one hundred and fifty years of the true Italian Renaissance, 
that breathless time of unexampled artistic production, as one of those 
legendary periods of art which nothing in our modern existence can 
explain. But it is not an extravagant statement to say that here we 
have in one brief span of some thirty years a series of buildings which 
in themselves epitomise all the beauty of the Italians, all the stern-
ness and dignity of purpose of the Romans, and all the exquisite 
finish and perfection of the Greeks, the gifts of the older civilisations 
to the most modern, through the channel of three of her most talented 
sons. 

After the war of Independence witnessed a far closer connec-
tion between the States and Europe; it then first became the fashion 
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for the more fortunate of their citizens to make the European tour, 
much in the same way that our young noblemen and dilettanti in 
the eighteenth century completed their education by a sojourn in 
Italy, and for much the same purpose. Americans became conscious 
of their historical relation with the older countries, , and the neces-
sary intellectual atmosphere was prepared for the advent of McKim, 
Mead & White. Their problem then was to give to America a 
new starting-point for artistic progression, to satisfy the demand for 
a fuller spiritual and artistic experience, which could only be arrived 
at by linking up the present with the past, and at the same time to 
retain that essentially national character which should express the 
will of a free and sovereign people. It says much for the strength 
and originality of the partners that, trained in Paris as they were., 
their work bears little trace of modern French influence ; with that 
sense of historic truth which was their most vital characteristic, they 
quickly recognised that it was from Italy that all that is most precious 
in the civilisation of the modern world has come, and through Italy 
from Greece and Rome ; France was for them the medium of ap-
proach. The earlier works of the firm were chiefly private houses,, 
and, although their buildings at Newport and elsewhere have a 
charm and freshness of conception, they are comparatively unimport-
ant, and their chief interest for us perhaps is the evidence they show 
of the influence of Norman Shaw. The essential history of McKim, 
Mead & White is to be traced in a long series of public buildings 
commencing with the Public Library in Boston and finishing with 
the Pennsylvania Station in New York. In the earlier part of this 
series the influence of the Italian Renaissance is plainly predominant, 
as witness the Herald Office, the Madison Square Garden Buildings, 
the University Ci.ub, the Morgan Library; but afterwards it is to 
Greece and Rome that we must look for the motifs which influenced 
their later works, as exemplified in the buildings for Columbia Un-
iversity, the Bank of Montreal, the Washington Arch, the Archi-
tectural Building at Harvard, the War College at Washington, and 
the great railway station at New York. But never did they lose 
that clarity of perception and completeness of visualisation which 
were perhaps the most precious gifts which they brought with them 
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from the Quartier Latin. Their work at any period is always 
American; no matter on what particular model any particular build-
ing may be based, in scale, composition and conception it is as truly 
national as any of the outstanding works of France or Italy, and may 
be as truly described as belonging to the. Renaissance as any of those 
of any European country of an earlier epoch—that is, to the Ren-
aissance of America inaugurated by McKim, Mead & White. 

If they set a new standard for the public buildings of their 
country they did scarcely less for those of a more private kind. A 
nation's domestic architecture is perhaps a surer guide to the character 
of a people than their more ambitious projects. In their homes we 
see them, so to speak, off their guard, where there is less necessity 
for the maintenance of that show and dignity inseparable from their 
more public appearance. Either McKim, Mead & White were sin-
gularly fortunate in their clients or they must have had in a remark-
able degree that gift of leadership which often, though not invariably, 
appertains to persons of outstanding genius. The era which immedi-
ately succeeded the Civil War was at a time of great social expansion; 
money was plentiful, and there were many who desired a beautiful 
house as eagerly as they coveted a famous picture. It was to them 
then that McKim, Mead & White, with that wonderful appreciation 
of values that never failed them, disclosed the beauties and possibili-
ties of their own neglected colonial architecture. 

In that series of exquisite country mansions of the Southern 
States and in the simpler buildings of the New England settlements 
these modern Americans found models worthy of admiration and 
emulation; and, though content with no mere transcript of these 
earlier buildings, how well and faithfully our architects interpreted 
their clients' wishes can be seen in the pages of this fascinating 
volume. 	Whether it is a dignified town house such as No. x i 
West 54th Street, or a rural retreat such as A. A. Pope's residence 
at Farmington, Connecticut, there is evidence of the same happy 
facility of execution. Gracious and urbane, delightful in their dig-
nified restraint, fascinating in their sense of ancient lineage, they sum 
up and express the character of the cultured American at his best. 
So these great American architects .-for time can but enhance and 
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deepen our recognition of their supremacy—not only discovered 
Europe for their countrymen politically and historically, but also in-
terpreted for them the beauty and the worth of their own indisput-
able inheritance, and in the accomplishment of their two-fold mission 
attained undying fame for themselves and incidentally helped to place 
the laurels on the brows of many of their followers and disciples. 
Their phenomenal success is only to be explained by the fact that they 
were happily related to the spirit of their age, that they understood 
and fulfilled the needs of their time; it would seem as if the varying 
currents of American aspirations and desires had become centralised 
in them and were by their genius transmuted and given form. 

Nor is the consideration of their works complete without some 
attempt to define and understand the influence that American art 
does and will exert on the art of this country. As the early Greek 
colonies first learnt of Greece and then in their turn became the 
school in which were developed those ideas that so greatly modified 
the work of European Hellas, resulting in the glory of the Acro-
polis, so doubtless it will be in some measure the same with us. But 
in what direction and to what extent that influence will be exerted 
it remains for the future to determine. The one great outstanding 
fact in the modern world, which even the present appalling calamity 
in Europe but serves to emphasise, is the oneness of sensation, the 
responsiveness of the different parts to the whole, the truth that noth-
ing can be of importance to one nationality without directly or in-
directly affecting all the other members of the human race. America 
is bound to us by so many ties of blood and custom that it is im-
possible that we should remain indifferent to what she has of good 
and bad, and of the good, we think, the architectural works of 
McKim, Mead & White will be amongst her most cherished treasures 
as long as bronze and stone endure. 

[Along 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

Chair of Architecture at the University of Sydney.—Mr. Leslie 
H. Wilkinson, A.R.I.B.A., of London, has been appointed to the 
chair of Architecture at the University of Sydney. Mr. Wilkinson, 
who is 35 years of age, is well known in the architectural world as 
a draughtsman of great ability. He has been in practice as an archi-
tect for the last ten years. Since 1910 he has held the position of 
Assistant Professor at the School of Architecture, University of Lon-
don, at University College, Gower Street, his chief being Professor 
F. M. Simpson, well known as the Head of the above school. Mr. 
Wilkinson has studied at the School of Architecture at the Royal 
Academy of Arts, and is a silver medallist and gold medallist of that 
school. He is an Associate member of the Council of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, and a member of the Literature Stand-
ing Committee, and a silver medallist of the R.I.B.A. He has spent 
much time in visiting the chief cities and towns of France, Italy and 
Spain. 

The newly-appointed Professor will be given a hearty welcome 
by the profession in Australia, where it is hoped that his work will be 
highly beneficial to the development of a nobler standard of our 
exalted art. 

Overcrowding in Bethnal Green, London.--At St. Martin's-in-
the-Fields recently Mr. Douglas Eyre, of Oxford House, Bethnal 
Green, said that four million of our fellow-creatures in this country 
were living in overcrowded conditions. In London 3000 people were 
living eight to a room; 7000 seven to a room; and 26,000 six to a 
room. Of London's population 20 per cent. at least lived under 
lamentable conditions. The country needed 500,000 new houses to 
replace those that were insanitary, 300,000 to overtake the deficiency 
in building of the last seven years, and 700,000 to provide for the 
increase in population. 	This was equivalent to the erection of 
1,500,000 tenements, or 7,500,000 new rooms. In Bethnal Green 
40,000 out of the population of 130,000 were living under insanitary 
and overcrowded conditions. The borough possessed five condemned 
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areas, of which Brady Street had a population of 470 per acre. A 
legal standard of housing accommodation was required. 

Mr. H. V. Lanchester, F.R.I.B.A., on Departmental Ways.—
"I want to suggest the principle of a panel because many of us are 
convinced that the system of departmental offices is, however good 
the men filling the posts, inconsistent with the genius of architecture. 
The departmental responsibilities and details, and the way the archi-
tect there has to do his work, are such that the architect is dragged 
away from that freedom of outlook, that possibility of keeping his 
mind fresh and open to new methods—keeping young, in fact. Mr. 
Sydney Webb talks about the age of 58, but the exercises of a pro-
fession such as ours keeps men of 58 at 38—so if there is a possibility 
of reorganising what we may call the official work in such a way as 
to draw on the profession at large, it would be a great gain to the 
community." 

The Presidential Address at the last Annual Meeting of the 
Manchester Society of Architects contained the following sentence 
in regard to the recent awakening of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects: "Notwithstanding the good work achieved by the In-
stitute, and the self-denying labours of those who for many years have 
controlled it, there is the undoubted fact that architecture and archi-
tects have not occupied their proper place in the world of affairs in 
our national upheaval. In the national interests and in the interests 
of our profession every effort should now be made to prevent a re-
currence of this unsatisfactory position. 

"With a strong and thoroughly representative Institute, pro-
perly supported and maintaining the present high ideals, but with a 
more comprehensive outlook and greater practical activities, much 
can and will be accomplished. No opportunity should be missed of 
obtaining proper professional recognition by all authorities, not only 
in London, but through and by the allied societies, over the whole 
of the country." 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
 STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

INCE the last issue of the "Journal" only one meet-
ing has been held and this was in January, when a 
special open meeting was held for the purpose of 
discussing (a) The existing Systems of Examination 
for Associateship; (b) Recognition of Students' 

Training; (c) The desirability of establishing in Melbourne an 
Atelier of Architecture. 

There was a fair attendance of members and visitors. 	Mr. 
Keage read a paper, in which he fully set out the reasons for and 
the advantages which would accrue from the above. This was fol-
lowed by a short paper by Mr. Hopkins, 

The meeting then engaged in a somewhat lengthy discussion; an 
educational committee was formed; and, general approval was ex-
pressed of the work the Society had undertaken. 

The February meeting was allowed to lapse, it being thought 
advisable that Students should attend the Annual Meeting of the 
Institute to be held in that month. 

At this meeting the prizes for the R.V.I.A. Competitions were 
awarded, and we are pleased to congratulate Mr. F. Bruce Kemp 
on winning the Bronze Medal in the Measured Drawing Competi-
tion. Credit is also due to the other competitor, who is a lady student 
of but eleven months' experience. 	This should surely be a spur 
to other beginners in future years. 

There was no first prize awarded in the Sketching Competition, 
but the second prize was secured by Mr. L. C. Hopkins for a set of 
four sketches. It is hoped many students will compete in the forth-
coming R.V.I.A. Competitions. 

Two more of our members have put on the khaki; they are F. 
B. Kemp and A. B. Smith, both of whom have enlisted in the 
Heavy Artillery. 	Our congratulations go to them. 

L. C. HOPKINS. 
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