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FIRST AUSTRALIAN TOWN PLAN-
NING CONFERENCE AND 

EXHIBITION 

HELD IN ADELAIDE, OCTOBER, 1917 

The following reports were read at the General Meeting of 
members held at the Institute Rooms, December 4th, 1917, by dele-
gates of the Institute who attended the Conference:— 

MR. ARTHUR PECK'S REPORT. 

R. G. SYDNEY JONES, in his paper on "Australia 
and Civic Art," gives his views on Town Planning 
under various heads, as follows :—Traffic  conven- 
ience, allotment of separate areas for different classes 

of buildings, parks and playgrounds, housing, concentrated civic 
buildings. With regard to the latter, Architects will agree with the 
statement made that Australians as a nation have up to the 
present placed very little value on Architecture as an ennobl-
ing influence in their lives. He asks what will Australia do, what 
are we Australians going to do, in this matter? Are we as a nation 
going to let Town Planning pass as worthless? He says a town 
must have some character, pointing out that London lacks character 
but that Paris possesses it. Mr. Jones sensibly points out that the 
streets of a town and the buildings should be so planned that the 
sun's rays may enter every room in every building. He states the 
advantages of tree planting all will admit. I only wish he were 
right in this. He remarks that houses on both sides of a street in 
blocks should be painted in one color, thus giving conformity and 
harmony. Mr. Jones sensibly asks that the help of all Municipal 
and Shire Councils is wanted for Town Planning improvements and, 
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as he says, it is only right that those in authority should be abreast 
of the times. He points out that each citizen can do a little to im-
prove his town or village ; he can be careful of the public gardens, 
and also keep his own bit of garden in order. 

Mr. J. Sulman, of Sydney, in his paper advises that every city 
should have a noxious trade area, also an area set apart for manu-
factories, not scattered as they are in Sydney. He suggests the re-
servation of suitable open spaces for Aerodromes for alighting from 
long-distance communication, and especially from a defence point of 
view. Mr. Sulman says that the land surrounding Sydney is al-
ready subdivided to io and 15 miles out, and in time will all be 
built over unless steps are taken to prohibit it on the required areas. 

A population of 30,000 should be divided by quarter of a mile 
of open country from the next area. Mr. Sulman's remarks apply 
also to Melbourne and other cities as well as Sydney. Mr. Sul-
man strongly urges Arcades in place of verandahs, which, he states, 
will facilitate street widening in an economical manner. 	He is 
strongly in favor of detached and semi-detached private residences, 
and thinks nothing else should be allowed in the suburbs. Statues 
of a city's great men should not be dropped down anywhere, but 
should form an enrichment of some important point. I hope com-
mittees of the future who have the placing of statues will bear Mr. 
Sulman's remarks in mind. In laying out parks, he advises that flower 
beds should very sparingly be used, being too costly to maintain, also 
as detracting from the general effect. 

Personally, I consider the Town Planning Conference to have 
been a success, considering that it is the first held in Australia. 
Good seed has been sown and should eventually bear fruit. Possibly 
too much was attempted—too many papers on too. many subjects, 
and not enough time for proper discussion. Again, the papers were 
only handed to the delegates on arrival in Adelaide and some not 
until later, consequently one had to work to get a grip of the sub-
jects to be dealt with. For my part I put in from six to seven hours 
each morning, going through the papers for the day. For the next 
Conference I would suggest fewer papers, more time for discussing 
them, and the delegates to be fewer in number; also that one of the 
younger men be sent as one of the delegates. 

I now have to thank the members of this Institute for giving 
me the privilege of being one of their delegates at the first Town 
Planning Conference held in Australia. 

[Cr 
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CR. STAPLEY'S REPORT. 

Report of Delegate Cr. Frank Stapley (F.), Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne, read at the General Meeting of members of the R.V.I.A., 
December 4th, 1917. 

I have to report that I visited Adelaide and attended the First 
Australian Town Planning Conference, with your Acting-President. 
Mr. Peck, and your Honorary Secretary, Mr. Campbell. 

I propose to confine my remarks of the Proceedings more par-
ticularly to the subjects which I am interested in, and to the papers 
which have any special bearing on the question affecting Metropolitan 
Melbourne. 

The first matter one would expect the Conference to deal with, 
in connection with this so-called modern science of Town Planning, 
would be to define its objects. 

The literature on the subject is most vague and nebulous, and 
covers almost everything connected with the welfare of the peoples 
that dwell in villages, towns and cities. 

The Conference was too large to successfully deal with the dif-
ficult problems which would require to be determined before the so-
called principles and standards could be defined. One of the resolu-
tions carried by the Conference was "That a set of model principles 
and standards applying to Town Planning and Housing should be 
prepared and set up for the guidance of local authorities," but it was 
not decided who was to prepare these model principles and standards. 
The matter would be better dealt with by a small committee of ex-
perts, who would probably deal with the matter in the form of model 
by-laws. 

Town Planning commenced in the very early history of man, 
when families first banded together for their mutual protection; 
naturally they would make laws which have developed and in the 
course of time have gradually built up our present system or systems 
of Municipal Government. Modern Town Planning may be said to 
be an attempt to perfect Municipal Government and also aims to 
provide for future expansion. 
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I would like to refer to a part of a discussion which followed one 
of the papers, which will illustrate the vague and indefinite ideas 
of some of the members of the Conference:— 

A member, in the course of his remarks, declared: "That it 
was impossible to improve our old cities, and that it would be better 
to scrap them and build new cities in accordance with Town Plan-
ning principles and standards." These may not be the exact words, 
but they are as near as I can remember. The remark was loudly 
applauded. No comment is necessary. 

The discussions disclosed a tendency to discredit Municipal 
work, and to claim that any good work which was done in the past 
was designed by Town Planners such as Colonel Light, who is 
credited with providing Adelaide with her beautiful park lands; but 
the Adelaide slums were the result of Municipal bungling. I may 
mention that the Mayor of Adelaide repeatedly denied that there 
were any slums in Adelaide; perhaps it is only a matter of definition 
or advertisement. 

With regard to Melbourne, another instance of an early Town 
Planner was noted. Hoddle is given all credit for laying out our 
3-chain roads, and regret was expressed that these roads were pinched 
down to one-chain roads a few miles out by the "shortsighted Muni-
cipal authorities of early days." The facts are that when these 
3-chain roads were first formed (but not constructed) they were a 
mistake; Hoddle probably planned them, but no provision was made 
for their proper construction, and consequently they were for manly 
years deserts of dust in the summer and quagmires in the winter. 
The bottling down to I-chain was not Municipal work, but the work 
of Government surveyors. After many years, these 3-chain roads 
have been taken in hand and beautified by the several Municipalities, 
and they should be given some credit for the great improvement they 
have made to these roads and also to the parks and gardens of the 
Metropolis. 

I have come to the conclusion after careful study that the modern 
developments in what is called Town Planning have been brought 
about chiefly by the conditions of the extensions to the English cities 
and towns. The land jobber and jerry builder were in possession 

[of 
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of most of the available building land and they subdivided with little 
supervision and built strictly in accordance with the building regu-
lations miles and miles of terrace houses of uniform monotonous 
design. They are so much alike that they can only be distinguished 
by their numbers. 

It was felt by many who were watching these developments and 
who had the welfare of the people at heart, that this state of things 
should not be allowed to continue and they began this movement, 
which is spreading to all countries. 

The conditions of the extensions to Metropolitan Melbourne are 
very different. We have by comparison practically no terrace de-
velopment similar to that which exists in England, but we must re-
member that our building regulations were mostly copies of English 
regulations and would permit of similar conditions. 

The Conference emphasised the fact that the extensions to our 
cities were practically left to private enterprise with very little super-
vision, and that every city should have a definite plan to regulate 
its growth and, to quote from Mr. Morrell's paper: 

"Town Planning problems concern the planning of a city or 
town, its improvement and extension in such a manner as to provide 
for free movement, safety, and control of traffic and transportation, 
the segregation of buildings and activities of specific types to restricted 
areas most suitably located, developed and equipped for service, to-
gether with a sufficient percentage of parks and other open spaces for 
securing economic, convenient, healthful and pleasant conditions for 
all time." 

It must be remembered that the growth of 'all large cities has 
been by a process of adaption and transition, and not by any definite 
plan. Commencing as villages, in the case of many modern cities, 
their growth has been very rapid, and unsatisfactory conditions have 
developed which are difficult to rectify. 

The papers in the Victorian section were of special interest to 
us. No. i I, Mr. Morton's "Town Planning in Special Relation 
to Building Regulations," and No. 13, "The Town Planning Prob-
lem of Metropolitan Melbourne," by Mr. Morrell, should be re-
printed and circulated in Melbourne. 
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To relieve the traffic congestion in Flinders Street, 1bir. Morrell 
revived the suggested subways which had been turned down by the 
Railway Commissioners. If adopted, they would only give local re-
lief. The solution of the traffic congestion can only be obtained by 
some such scheme as that proposed in the "Age" of 8th August last, 
entitled "The Suburban Railway Problem." The article contained 
practical suggestions which should be considered by experts, and some 
definite plan adopted which will provide for the future growth of the 
Metropolis and also relieve the present congestion. 

With reference to "Zoning or Districting," Mr. Morrell says 
"Metropolitan Melbourne has reached that stage of development at 
which the introduction of a zoning system can no longer be post-
poned except to the great detriment of commercial expansion and the 
residential comfort, amenity, and contentment of the population." 
This clearly defines the necessity for action in this direction. 

1_VIr. itlorton's paper on "Building Regulations" is very instruc-
tive, but treats the subject as purely constructive and ignores the 
decorative. The city fathers should consider his proposals as to the 
limitation in the height of different classes of buildings. 	His recom- 
mendations that specially constructed buildings should be allowed to 
be built 132 ft. high and ordinary construction only two-thirds of 
that height, would lead to numerous flank walls which cannot be 
treated in a satisfactory manner, and probably they would be dis-
f.gured by advertisements unless they were prohibited by regulation. 

Mr. Morton points out how closely Building Regulations and 
Town Planning are related. Perfect Building Regulations are im-
possible. In many cases undesirable practices have developed through 
abuse of the regulations and bad supervision. Laws are made to be 
broken and to give employment to the lawyers. We should aim 
high, and if necessary obtain further powers from Parliament. 

The benefit that will be derived from the Adelaide Conference 
is from the advertisement, which will have the effect of arousing 
public interest in Town Planning questions, especially in relation to 
urban and suburban improvements and extensións. The exchange 
of views, especially between professional men, must be beneficial, and 
their effects will ultimately improve the conditions of habitation and 
environment, 

[Mr, 
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Report of Delegate Mr. W. M. Campbell, read before the General 
Meeting of Members of the R.V.I.A., 4th December, 1917. 

Of the subjects that have not been dealt with by Mr. Peck and 
Cr. Stapley, one of the most important is the subject of "Town Plan-
ning Control," without which very little advance can be made in 
the direction of the improvement of our cities and suburbs. 

The papers on this subject were as follows :- 

"The South Australian Town Planning and Housing Bill," by 
the Hon. Crawford Vaughan, M.P. (Adelaide). 

"Metropolitan Organization of Municipal. Town Planning," by 
Charles C. Reade (Adelaide) . 

"Municipal Town Planning and Control," by Ald. E. Milner 
Stephen (Sydney). 

"Town Planning Control in West Australia," by W. A. Saw 
(W.A.).. 

"Should Local Bodies be entrusted with Town Planning Au-
thority," by W. H. Hurst (Tas.). 

A large number of authors of other papers included their views 
on the subject in their papers. 

As Mr. Reade points out in his paper, most of the Australian 
cities were laid out under a system of Town Planning controlled by 
the State, hence the benefits now enjoyed by the central areas of our 
cities. On the introduction of local government, however, the 
powers possessed by the State were not handed over to the Municip-
alities, who were thus powerless to prevent the disorder of subur-
ban planning of to-day. 

The division of control in Metropolitan areas further confuses 
matters, and the solution of these difficulties is the aim of the authors 
of the above papers. 

Mr. Reade appears to favor the creation of large Metropolitan 
Councils controlling the cities, suburbs, and surrounding areas. This 
he appears to think impracticable in Adelaide, and so is strongly in 
favor of a Town Planning Bill such as has already passed the State 
Assembly, which provides for the setting up of a Central Town 
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Planning authority, working in conjunction with the Municipal and 
Statutory bodies. 

The Greater Sydney Bill is described in Ald. Milner Stephen's 
paper. In a chapter on Civic Planning, a civic planning Commission 
is proposed, composed almost wholly of experts, whose work consists 
of— 

i. Preparation of framework of arterial roads round which the 
town must grow ; 

2. Regulation of the opening of private owners' subdivisions ; 
3. Preparation of town planning schemes for the development 

or reconstruction of areas. 

In the second division the owner submits his plans to the Civic 
Planning Commission for its approval, with a right of appeal to the 
Council if refused. The opinion of 'an expert board is thus subjected 
to the will of a board of laymen. 

Going back to the South Australian Bill we find that the author-
ity consists of— 

r. A Commission of three experts skilled in Town Planning or 
some department thereof; 

2. Representatives of any Council whose areas are affected by 
the preparation of Town Planning proposals; 

3. Representatives of statutory bodies similarly affected. 

The primary function of the Commission is to organize and 
prepare, not to carry out proposals (with certain exceptions). 

Appeal may be made to the Minister first, and secondly to 
either House of Parliament. 

The powers of the Commission are— 
(a) Control of all Town Planning Works throughout the 

State; 
(b) Control of all new subdivisions in the Metropolitan area 

and such other areas as may be defined by proclamation ; 
(c) The preparation of Town Planning schemes ; 
(d) Framing of model Town Planning by-laws and supervis-

ion of Town Planning schemes outside the Metropolitan 
area, 

[There 
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There are clauses dealing with compensation for loss occasioned 
by a scheme, and for handing over to the authority one half the es-
timated betterment arising from increased values due to the scheme. 

Mr. W. A. Saw follows on much the same lines in a summary 
of the West Australian Bill, which is to be administered by a central 
board under the* Minister. The board to consist of a Chairman, an 
Architect, an Engineer, a Financier, and a Licensed Surveyor, ap-
pointed by the Governor-in-Council. The board may authorize a 
local authority to prepare a scheme or to adopt a private owner's 
scheme, but apparently it is not intended that the board prepare and 
carry out schemes as is propsed in some of the other Acts. 

Mr. W. N. Hurst, of Tasmania, appears to consider that an 
enlargement of the powers of the local authorities is better than the 
appointment of any board. He believes in the absorption of the sub-
urban bodies by a central body, and so I presume he favors something 
on the lines of the Greater Sydney Bill, although he does not deal 
with any details of Town Planning authority. 

Most of the other authors of papers who referred to this im-
portant subject in their papers seemed to favor a central Town Plan-
ning authority, and a resolution was passed by the Conference: "That 
full Town Planning powers be conferred on local authorities, with the 
right of control by State Government." However, I think it is a 
matter for each State to consider what form of authority meets its 
own special circumstances. 

One point I would like to make before leaving the subject, and 
that is, that Town Planning regulations do not do away with the 
necessity for building regulations. They are, however, useful in the 
areas to which they apply, in relaxing the cast iron attitude of a regu-
lation in special circumstances where the relaxation is judged ad-
vantageous by the expert intelligence of the central authority. 

Another aspect of Town Planning was dealt with by Mr. W. 
Burley Griffin, in his paper on "Planning for Economy," and by 
Mr. W. Scott Griffiths in his "Estate Development under Town 
Planning Conditions." 

The subject of Economy is one of the most important planks 
in the programme of the Town Planner, and one which should appeal 

1 
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to all. Waste in modern civilization is enormous, and one of the 
objects in Town Planning is to prevent waste and to direct energy 
in the most economical manner. 

11/Ir. Griffin sweeps away discussion on emotions, aesthetics, 
tastes, etc., which he blames for the smallness of the advance of the 
Town Planning movement. He urges the value of concrete ex-
amples, even where mistakes are made, as providing definite data. 
Referring to the planning areas, he proceeded to demonstrate that 
the more that is known about the future development surrounding 
the units the better you can plan it, so that if the whole of the sur-
roundings are planned as one group, more economy can be practised 
and better results obtained. If the buildings of a large institution, 
such as a University, were planned without reference to each other 
what an absurd medley would result. The same principles apply to 
the planning of an estate for domestic buildings. 

Examples and very complete tables were given, showing the savings 
effected by what he called the economic functional plan over the 
standard rectangular plan. 

In summing up the comparison from a Chicago example of the 
above, Mr. Griffin says : "Thus provision for the well understood 
advantages for health, education, recreation, and sociable and individ-
ual freedom, to the extent of three times the usual allowances such 
as obtain not only in America, but generally throughout our European 
civilization, are shown to be procurable for nothing." 

Mr. Scott Griffiths (of Sydney) , follows on the same lines in 
his paper, "Estate Development under Town Planning," where the 
author sets out to show the hard-headed business man that there is 
profit in adopting Town Planning methods in estate subdivision. 
His paper was principally a comparison of the results of subdividing 
estates in the ordinary rectangular manner, and in accordance with 
modern methods. In his first example he is able to get 28 allot-
ments instead of 26 plus a playground area of i rood 27 perches, 
principally by shortening the depth of the allotments, as he argues 
that in industrial centres small back yards are generally more tidy 
than large ones. With land at £z per foot he estimates £4.3 gained, 
and for betterment £190 or 15 per cent.; rather optimistic, I think. 

[His 



first %ustratfan town "Manning Conference 	180 

His greatest economy, however, is £495, saved in road development, 
which by N.S.W. by-laws must be 66 feet wide, but in the author's 
schemes are proportioned to requirements. Other examples follow 
where unattractive land has been immeasurably increased in value 
by intelligent lay-out and grading of roads. On the whole, the paper 
and illustrations leave little doubt as to the advantages of modern 
estate planning. 

As my time is limited, I will only refer to one important point 
in Councillor Rigby and Mr. Ellery's paper on "The Future of Aus-
tralian Cities." They suggest that a compulsory civic survey of 
every town showing signs of growth and progress should be pro-
vided for, and a limit fixed for its expansion. Such a survey to my 
mind is a matter of great importance, and should be a complete com-
pendium of all data and past progress and form the basis of all future 
improvement schemes. It is a matter which might be taken in hand 
by the City of Melbourne at once. 

To my mind the most masterly paper submitted to the Confer-
ence was that of Mr. G. T. Poole. I don't say it was the most 
useful, but it was certainly a model of its kind. The history, clim-
ate, appearance, population, and all details are told in a most concise 
and interesting manner, the latter half of the paper being a tale of 
hopes and disappointments of Town Planning ambitions occasioned 
by sympathetic but evasive Ministers, who promise to deal with such 
matters at the earliest opportunity. 

Perth's efforts to obtain a Town Planning Act are interesting 
from the fact that the city seems to have had a complete replanning 
scheme prepared as early as 1911, and a Town Planning Conference 
in 1913, after which a bill was drafted by the Town Clerk and placed 
in the hands of the Premier. Nothwithstanding Mr. Poole's mel-
ancholy waiting the convenient season of the procession of Premiers 
who have not been able to discover that season, Perth apparently 
has done a good deal of improvement work. 

Major Smeaton's paper on "The Housing of Returned Soldiers," 
and his plea to prepare for peace, was listened to with great interest. 
He estimated that about moo() would require housing in 
Adelaide and the S.A. country towns. About £675 was to be ad-
vanced to them, and he did not recommend the idea of soldiers' set- 
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dements. They must have the choice of their localities for their 
homes and should be treated on very generous and broad lines. 

In Mr. G. A. Taylor's paper on "Town Planning and Hous-
ing," some interesting data were given as to what France in the 
midst of the turmoil of war was doing in Town Planning. 

In Limoges, 6 acres of four and five-storey tenements had been 
razed to the ground in the centre of the city, and improvements 
carried out. 

In Marseilles 741 acres of six and seven-storey old tenements 
in the centre of the city had been torn down to make room for im-
provements. 

In Paris, since the war, a city planning bureau has been organ-
ized which has been preparing schemes for Paris and the surround-
ing country. In fact, all France has been put under the control of 
city planning commissions. 

There is still another paper which, although it may not appear 
attractive to the Architect on the face of it, is really the most im-
portant to the community and of the greatest interest to our pro-
fession, viz.: "Housing Health and Vital Statistics," by Dr. Robert-
son and Mr. Cobb, of the Victorian Board of Public Health. 

The paper contains a great deal of valuable data, and suggests 
the collection of much further data, especially in the matter of hous-
ing. The authors made a number of deductions with the desirable 
effect of raising much discussion. The effect of hot houses was 
dealt with and the resulting high infant mortality, in which the 
effect of heat on milk was an important factor. 

An investigation of a large percentage of wooden houses in the 
Metropolitan area (nearly 48 per cent.) and an inferred condemna-
tion of the wooden house, raised a strong protest from Queensland 
delegates, one of whom, a delegate of 83 years, who had travelled 
from Brisbane to attend the Conference, submitted that after 83 
years' residence in a wooden house he still enjoyed the best of health. 
He certainly had escaped enlarging the infant mortality tables of 
Queensland and as a concrete example rather discounted objections 
to the wooden house. There is no doubt, however, that the lean-to 
kitchen with no insulation between iron and ceiling is really a menace 

(to 
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to the woman who has to cook and work in it, and should not be 
tolerated in this climate. The paper contains many suggestions for 
investigations by Architects, and information about angles of the 
sun's rays at different periods of the year. 

The question of healthful, economic housing will become in the 
near future an opportunity for research and careful investigation 
for the Architect, who should be able to evolve something bordering 
on perfection if he applies all his faculties to the task. 

In reporting on this Conference I would like to disabuse the 
minds of my hearers of an expectation that such a Conference would 
immediately come to definite decisions on the important questions 
embraced under the heading of Town Planning. 

The papers read afforded a great deal of information to those 
present, and the discussions disclosed further information, whilst the 
exhibition and lantern slides illustrated many of the points discussed, 
and the delegates came away not only greatly enlightened but forti-
fied by the similarity in view represented by the members and 
strengthened in their opinions of the great importance to the com-
munity of the science of Town Planning. 

The principles borne out were the great necessity for a central 
authority to control the matters of subdivisions, road planning, 
aesthetics, and the supply of open spaces for the betterment of health, 
advancement of architecture and civic art, the prevention of waste 
of money and the more economical use of it as directed by system-
atic planning, the general convenience to the public, and the pre-
vention of waste of energy directed in wrong channels. 

Discussion on the foregoing Reports. 
Mr. Morrell said that with reference to the bottle necks in 

some of the main arterial roads mentioned in his paper, Cr. Stapley 
had said that it was not the fault of the Municipal authorities but 
of the Government surveys. He contended that the Councils should 
have rectified these matters as soon as possible. He said that the 
matter of zoning was now considered one of the most urgent matters 
in Town Planning, but the procedure in England and America 
differed. In England the Town Planning schemes were first adopted 
and the zoning was included in the plan, but in America the zoning 
was the first thing, and when it became clear the way the town was 
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going to develop, the Town Planning schemes were prepared ac-
cordingly. 

The Conference was the successful launching of an educational 
campaign and a strong effort should be made to keep it moving. 

Alderman Burton thought that co-ordination of Town Plan-
ning interests was necessary, and that as soon as possible the Lord 
Mayor should call a meeting of Metropolitan Councils and ask the 
Executive of the Conference and the Town Planning Association to 
provide papers and lantern views to direct public interest to the 
matter. He thought the Government ought to subsidise lectures to 
the large towns in the country, and that Town Planning legislation 
should be introduced at once. 

Mr. James Menzies, M.L.A. (Royal Commission on Housing), 
said he thought the Conference a very valuable one. It enabled the 
delegates to shake off local ideas and treat the matter from a broad 
standpoint. Each State should now take the work in hand, and, he 
thought, ought to create a preliminary board or committee to focus 
on the adoption of proper methods and infuse general interest. His 
work on the Commission had greatly enlarged his vision, and he 
thought it was time that the enlarged borrowing powers made avail-
able by the Government for housing should have been made use of 
before this. It may be the fault of the Act or it may be the fault 
of the Municipalities that this had not yet been done. 

Mr. James Meldrum (Hawthorn), said that he had never been 
at a Conference where there was so much interest shown. It was 
to initiate a great purpose in order to act on the motto that pre-
vention was better than cure, and had not been held a moment too 
soon. The paper on "Housing" was an important one, and the mat-
ter should be kept to the fore. He quoted the work of Hausman in 
Paris, which was condemned at the time, but which has been praised 
ever since. 

Cr. E. C. Rigby (Hawthorn), said that he agreed with Alder-
man Burton that the interest in the work of the Conference must 
be kept up, and such a meeting as he proposed would greatly assist. 
He thought that now a strong combination of Town Planning ex-
perts and workers should be got together to carry on the work. 

Cr. Stapley said that during his term of office he intended to 
concentrate his attention on the traffic difficulties of the city. A 
deputation would wait on the Government to ask them to prepare 
plans for a bridge across the Yarra at Spencer Street, and the pro-
posal for a new Northern Station would be very seriously considered. 

[Our 
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OUR NEW LORD MAYOR. 

rr• `.►  OUNCILLOR FRANK STAPLEY (F.), and 
member of the Council of the R.V.LA., was in 
November last elected Lord Mayor of Melbourne. 
At the following meeting of the Council of the In-
stitute, Cr. Stapley was welcomed and congratulated 

on his election by the Acting President, Mr. Arthur Peck, who drew 
attention to the fact that it was the first time any member of 
the Institute had risen to the high civic office of Lord Mayor. Cr. 
Stapley, he said, had won his new position by many years of strenuous 
and untiring devotion to Municipal work. The members of the Insti-
tute had known and esteemed him in his professional capacity, and 
they were delighted that his qualifications for public distinction and 
high office had been recognised in the city, and he (Mr. Peck) 
felt that Melbourne was to be congratulated on securing the ser-
vices as Lord Mayor of a gentleman whose loyalty, limitless energy, 
and great ability would prove one of the soundest assets and greatest 
blessings ever inherited by proud citizens. Time has seen many 
changes in the Lord Mayoralty. Some of the occupants of the 
position had one qualification and some another, and some had 
been there though their qualification for that exalted public 
office was not so easy to name. 

Councillor Stapley's unsought claim and right, however, was 
founded on solid, sterling, able and continuous work and labour for 
the public weal; done not in high places or as with "sounding brass 
and tinkling cymbal," but in a quiet, unobtrusive way, that in spite of 
himself had influenced all around him with the noble forcefulness of 
his able character. The city of Melbourne was also to be congratu-
lated on the fact that on this occasion its choice of Lord Mayor had 
fallen upon an Architect, and upon a member of the Institute. Mr. 
Stapley's professional knowledge gave him a standing and position 
that no previous Lord Mayor had ever enjoyed, and on that ground 
alone greater things were to be expected from the new Lord Mayor 
in the form of wise and permanent civic development of the most 
modern and scientific character. He (Mr. Peck) would not venture 
to suggest any line of action to the new Lord Mayor, but he desired 
to remind him that members of the Institute waited with bated breath, 
expecting great things of him, and he felt sure that at the end of his 
(Cr. Stapley's) term of office the Institute would be more proud to 
claim him amongst its honoured members than it was even on that 

day. 
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MINUTES. 

Minutes of General Meeting held at the Institute Rooms, 57 
Swanstor. Street, on Tuesday, December 4th, 1917. 

The Acting-President, Mr. Arthur Peck, occupied the chair, and 
there was a large attendance of members and visitors. 

The Minutes of the preivous meeting were taken as read, as 
they had been published in the Proceedings and circulated to mem-
bers. 

The Acting-President proposed a motion deeply regretting_ the 
death of Mr. Percy Oakden, a Life Fellow and Past President of 
the Institute; he referred to the invaluable services rendered to the 
Institute by the late Mr. Oakden, whose example in his public and 
professional capacity should be an incentive to all to try to follow 
in his footsteps. As a sincere friend and advisor to his fellow mem-
bers he would be much missed. 

Mr. William Lucas said that he felt deeply honored by being 
asked to second the motion. He had received many kindnesses from 
Mr. Oakden, whom he had known from 1876, and was proud to 
have been associated with so true a gentleman, and one who was the 
ideal of courtesy and consideration for his fellows. 

Mr. R. J. Haddon (F.), who desired to say a few words in 
support of the motion, said that Mr. Oakden's memory would live 
in the minds of members of the profession, and that his influence 
would last to the end of their lives. He was kind, courteous, and 
a gentleman in the highest sense of the word. He had special gifts 
of analysis and a true sense of balance, and was regarded with af-
fection by all the members of the profession. 

A letter was read from Mr. W. A. M. Blackett, the President, 
regretting his inability owing to military duties to be present at the 
funeral of Mr. Oakden, or to be present at the meeting to express his 
appreciation of his life-long work in the interests of the Institute. 

The motion was carried by members standing. 
The Acting-President said that he had to announce with regret 

the death of another member of the Institute, Mr. E. J. Berkley 
(Associate), who had been in practice in Hankow, China, but who 
had been brought up and educated in Melbourne. It was agreed to 
send a letter of sympathy to his widow. 

[Nominations 
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Nominations.--Mr. Arthur Peck nominated Mr. C. E. Wright 
(Associate) as Fellow, and Mr. T. J. Buchan as Associate. 

Mr. Arthur Peck then moved : "That the Institute Seal be at-
tached on application to an Architectural pupil's indentures on comple- 
tion of serving 4 years with a member of the Institute," as in notice 
of motion tabled at last meeting. He said he thought when a boy 
got his Articles if the Institute's seal were attached it would give him 
a better standing if he were in quest of employment in any other 
State or country. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Sydney Wilson. 
Mr. H. W. Tompkins opposed the motion. He thought the 

seal would give fictitious value to the Articles. It was not done in 
any other part of the world, and he would object to it unless the 
pupil had passed some examination set by the Institute. 

Mr. Butler supported Mr. Tompkins, and objected to the seal-
ing of Articles, as the Institute could not vouch of its own knowledge 
for the training of the pupil and had no right to accept any state- 
ment of the pupil's proficiency without an examination. He would 
propose as an amendment : "That the matter of sealing the Articles 
of pupils be allowed to stand over until wider and more important 
matters relative to the education of the Architect be dealt with by 
the Institute." 

Mr. Peck said that he would withdraw his motion, with the 
consent of the seconder, in favor of the amendment, which was car-
ried. 

Mr. Peck then submitted his report on the Australian Town 
Planning Conference and Exhibition held in Adelaide in October 
last, and reports by Councillor Frank Stapley and Mr. W. M. 
Campbell followed, which, together with the discussion, are pub-
lished in the January number of the "Proceedings." 

Lantern slides illustrative of the papers were shown by Mr. 
J. C. Morrell and Cr. E. C. Rigby. 

Mr. Peck then thanked the members of the Royal Commission 
on Housing, City Council and Conference delegates for their assist-
ance and Alderman Burton and Cr. E. C. Rigby thanked the In-
stitute for the invitation. 

' 
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pERCY OAKDEN. 

HE death of Mr. Percy Oakden, Life Fellow and seve-
ral times President of the R.V.I.A., last November, 
at the age of 72, most regretfully removed from our 
midst one of the most prominent and able of Aus-
tralian practitioners. 

Elected a Fellow of the Institute in 1890, he was shortly after-
wards returned as a member of Council, and held uninterruptedly 
a seat until the end of 1916, when he insistently declined through 
failing health to accept re-nomination. Appointed Vice-President 
in 1891-2, he occupied the presidential chair the following year. The 
years 1896-7 and 1901 also saw him in that premier position, whilst 
in periods caused by the deaths of Messrs. A. E. Johnson and Lloyd 
"Tyler, when Presidents, he again occupied the chair. 

During those earlier years of the Institute's history, his inde-
fatigable energy and well-balanced judgment in regard to most mul-
tifarious matters, considerably aided in laying the foundations of the 

Institute's future. 
In later years there was fuller concentration, especially in the 

direction of the collection of data relating to early Melbourne Ar-
chitecture, and the establishment of an Architectural Court in con-
nection with the Technological Museum. To quote his own words 
in regard to the former :—"The members of our profession occupy 
a special vantage ground in preserving memories of the past and 
keeping alive its traditions, because we have to deal with those struc-
tures in wood, iron, brick and stone, which are often the only stand-
ing records of the lives and energies of the leaders in past generations 
—the leaders whose struggles and sacrifices have enabled them to 
bequeath to us a priceless legacy of the land in which we live." 

Recognising what encouragement had meant to him in earlier 
years, he was ever ready to advance educational matters through the 
medium of the Institute, University, Working Men's College, and 
otherwise; one of the delights of his life being the joint adjudication 
of the architectural work of the students of the Working Men's 

College. 
[Indifferent 
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Indifferent health of recent years prevented Mr. Oakden from 
sharing in many former activities, though at the time of his death he 
was still a member of both the Emergency and Rooms Committees, 

Born in Launceston, Tasmania, in 1845, after being educated 
at Horton College, Ross, in 1861, he was articled to the late Mr. 
Henry Hunter, of Hobart. At the expiry of his articles, at the age 
of 20, he continued his studies in Great Britain in the office of the 
late Sir W. Digby Wyatt, and at the University College, London. 
Attending the lectures on Architecture under Prof. T. Hayter Lewis 
he obtained a First Certificate in the Fine Arts Course, and the Don-
aldson Silver Medal in the Construction Course, in the year that 
Medal was initiated. 

Returning to his native land in 1868, he decided to commence 
practice in Victoria, settling at Ballarat, where he was appointed 
Borough Architect, and for several years had the late Mr. J. H. 
Fox as partner. His ambition, however, was Melbourne, so that 
in his 3oth year, in 1874, there was established the firm of Terry 
& Oakden, which for so long a period was responsible for no incon-
siderable portion of what was best in the city's current architecture. 
In the interim between 1'Ir. Terry's decease and the formation of 
the present firm of Oakden & Ballantyne-17 years ago—there were 
the partnerships of Oakden, Addison & Kemp; and Oakden & Kemp, 
in each of which the quality of the large output of work was main-
tained. Among the buildings with which Mr. Oakden's name stands 
connected prior to the latest partnership, may be mentioned Queen's 
College, Trinity College, Australian Buildings, St. James' Buildings, 
City of Melbourne (now Royal) Bank, the various blocks of the 
Working Men's College. 

The supervision of the earlier portion of the Anglican Cathedral, 
Melbourne, erected from the designs of the late Mr. William But-
terfield, of London, was also entrusted to him and his then partner, 
Mr. Terry. 

In conjunction with Mr. Cedric H. Ballantyne, the city list 
has been considerably added to, and includes the City Club, Lister 
House, offices of the N.Z. Loan and Mercantile Agency Company 
(at the corner of Collins and- King Streets), Champion's Buildings, 

188 
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and many others, together with a large number of business, public 
and private buildings in the city and all parts of the country. 

Possessing a happy combination of qualities which served him in 
good stead in complex situations, Mr. Oakden early gained a most 
enviable reputation as an ideal arbitrator, and whenever his services 
were so invoked his awards became the outcome of most patient 
hearing and sifting of evidence. 

In addition to professional work, for many years he was Hon. 
Treasurer of the Consumptive Hospital, Echuca, and took much prac-
tical interest in its affairs for alleviation of human pain; whilst as 
a member of the Historical Society much useful work was done assist-
ing in conserving early records of Victoria. He was also for some 
years a member of the University faculty of engineering, and co-
examiner with Mr. A. M. Henderson, Lecturer in Architecture at 
the University. 

The impression that he conveyed throughout life, to those around 
him, was not only that of a most interesting and charming person-
ality, but as one ever keenly ready to be of service to his colleagues 
whatever the urgent demands of his own immediate practice; and both 
by the legacies of work and personal character, not only members 
of the profession of Architecture, but the public, also, has learnt much 
to its profit from the career of Mr. Percy Oakden. To many, as 
to the writer of this most fragmentary sketch (who was first brought 
into touch—and that closely—with him 42 years ago when a lad of 
15, and since, at various periods, intimately associated as office assist-
ant, fellow member of Council, brother practitioner and otherwise) 
in the passing of the subject under review there is the keen sense of 
the deep loss of a true friend. 

The Institute was unanimous in conferring its highest distinc-
tion—that of Life Membership—upon him; and to his widow—there 
being no family—the Council, in the name of the Institute, has ten-
dered profound sympathy linked with expression of the high esteem 
in which one of its oldest and most faithful members has ever been 
held. 

—W. LUCAS, (F.) . 
[Letter 



Percy Oakaen 

Letter from Mr. W. A. M. Blackett (President, R.V.I.A.) 

Dear Mr Peck,— 
My military duties prevented me from paying my last tribute 

of respect to Mr. Oakden, by attendance at his funeral and also pre-
vent my presence at the Institute meeting on Tuesday night next, 
when I am sure some measure of the appreciation due by us of his life-
long work will be fittingly expressed. The last occasion when I was 
able to be present at one of our meetings our late esteemed confrere 
was proposed as a Life Member of the Institute. We all, I know, 
regret that he had no longer term of enjoyment of this manifest re-
gard. I have had the advantage of knowing Mr. Oakden since boy-
hood, and in the latter years have been closely associated with him 
in the work of the Institute, and know how great a loss he is to the 
profession he adorned, and how much endeavour and wisdom he gave 
us for the advancement in public esteem of our profession and in 
matters of civic importance. His life must indeed be an exemplar 
for us and for our younger members. 

Kindly accept my regards and convey them to our members, 
and also my regrets at not being able to be present on Tuesday 
evening. Yours truly, 

W. A. M. BLACKETT. 
Camp, Seymour, 

December 1st, 1917. 



THE DEARTH OF WORKMEN'S 
COTTAGES IN ENGLAND 

HE better housing of England's workers is regarded by 
thinking men of all classes as the greatest and most 
urgent problem now before the Empire, next to the 
winning of the war. 

The new President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, Mr. Henry T. Hare, in his address at the opening 
meeting of the 1917-18 session in November last, was able to inform 
his hearers that the Local Government Board had desired the Royal 
Institute to obtain under its direction the best plans for working-class 

houses. 
Mr. Hare said :—"Perhaps  the most important question to us as 

architects which is now under the consideration of the Government 

is that of the housing of the working classes after the war. We 
know only too well that the conditions under which they live in most 
cases are indeed deplorable, and any material amelioration has seemed 
almost hopeless under the complicated conditions and re:.trictions 
which have fenced round the problem. Impossible and unnecessary 
local by-laws have contended with the economic aspect, and the re-
sult has been whole suburbs of dingy and squalid streets of mean 
and depressing houses, utterly demoralising to their inhabitants and 
conducing to inefficiency and even crime. Happily it is now recog-
nised that the problem must be faced and solved in some more satis-
factory manner, and I am pleased to say that the Local Government 
Board has approached the Institute, and invited our co-operation in 
securing the best possible plans for the houses which are to be erected 
in large numbers immediately after the war. They have placed at 
our disposal an adequate sum of money for procuring these designs, 
and we have drawn up a scheme for instituting a series of competi-
tions throughout England and Wales. These are to be conducted 
by the R.I.B.A. and its allied societies, who have entered into the 
scheme with great enthusiasm, and there is every reason to believe 
that a very satisfactory result may be arrived at. Many serious prob-
lems arise in the preparation of these designs. Not only is it essen-
tial that the houses should be healthy and comfortable, sufficiently 

[segregated 



3Deartb of 3rClorl;men's Cottages in Engtana 	192 

segregated, pleasant to look at and live outside of as well as inside, 
and as varied in design as may be practicable, but they must take 
into account the necessity of the most rigid economy, and the serious 
shortage of many building materials hitherto regarded as essential. 
The use of the latter must be minimised, and substitutes designed 
and arranged for so far as may be possible. 

Apart from the question of these competitions the Institute has 
a very strong committee sitting which is considering how the interests 
of architects and, as we firmly believe, the interests of the public 
as well, may be best safeguarded in the carrying out of these extensive 
schemes of housing. We believe that in every scheme it will be in 
the best interests of the public, as well as of ourselves, that a com-
petent architect should be employed, and that within reasonable limits 
lie should have a free hand, not only in the design of the houses 
themselves, but in the general lay-out and "town planning" 'of the 
area to be dealt with from its initiation. We shall do our best to 
ensure that this will be regarded as an absolute essential, and I think 
we have a fair prospect of succeeding." 

Following is a reprint of the conditions of competition for these 
workmen's houses, prepared by the R.I.B.A. Committee, which com-
petition closes this month:— 

Housing of the Working Classes in England and Wales. 
The following are the particulars of the Cottage Competitions 

arranged by the Royal Institute of British Architects 
The Local Government Board, being desirous of obtaining de-

signs for cottages suitablee for the housing of the working classes, 
have placed at the disposal of the Royal Institute of British. Archi-
tects a sum of money for this purpose, and the Institute has therefore 
decided to invite its Allied Societies to assist in obtaining designs 
under the following conditions:— 

CONDITIONS. 
VI.—Home Counties Area. 

i. Pursuant to the scheme above described, the Royal Institute 
of British Architects invite designs for cottages in accordance with 
the instructions and particulars stated below. The competition is 
open to any British subject, 
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2. The designs are to be suitable for erection in urban and 
rural districts in the counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, Hunt-
ingdon, Middlesex, Essex, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Surrey, Sussex, and Kent. 

3. The designs are to include four classes or types of cottages 
as described below, and premiums are offered as follows:- 

1st 	2nd 
Class A 	 . .. £100 	£50 

„ B . 	 £loo 	£50 

	

C .. .. .. .. .. .. .. £ioo 	£50 
„ D .. 	 £50 	£30 

4. The adjudication will be made by a Committee of not less 
than three architects appointed by the Royal Institute of British Ar-
chitects, and their judgment is to be accepted as final. 

5. It is to be understood by competitors that the payment of 
the premiums conveys the absolute possession of the designs, includ-
ing all copyright or other rights, and that the promoters will be at 
liberty to make any use whatever of the designs, and to publish them 
with the names and addresses of the authors. The promoters reserve 
the right to exhibit publicly, after the award, all or any of the de-
signs as they may think best with the names of the authors attached. 
No architect shall compete in more than one area. 

6. Designs are to be prepared strictly in accordance with the 
instructions below, and any design which does not so conform will be 
excluded. On this point the Committee of Selection are to be the 
sole judges. 

7. Designs are to be delivered carriage paid to the Secretary 
R.I.B.A., 9, Conduit Street, Regent Street, London, W. 1, on or 
before the 13th January, 1918. 

8. The unsuccessful designs will be returned to the authors 
carriage paid as soon as practicable. 

9. Any questions must be addressed to the Secretary of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 9, Conduit Street, W. i, on or 
before the 27th November. Replies will be issued to all competitors 
as early as possible. 

to. Each set of designs is to be accompanied by a sealed envelope 
containing the name and address of the author. 

[II 
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I I. No motto or distinguishing mark is to be put on the draw- 
ings. 

12. Every care will be taken of the drawings, but the promoters 
will not be responsible for any damage they may sustain, or for their 
loss. 

13. Designs may be submitted in any or all of the classes as 
follows:— 

Class A.—Living room, scullery, etc., and three bedrooms. 
Class B.—Living room, parlour, scullery, etc., and three bed-

rooms. 
Class C.—Living room, parlour, scullery, etc., and two bed-

rooms. 
All the above to be treated as two stories. 

Class D.—Variations of either A, B, or C, planned entirely 
or mainly on one floor. Larder, fuel store, w.c. or e.c., 
cupboards, etc., to be included. 

14. In all cases back additions are to be avoided or minimised 
as much as possible. 

15. All houses are to be provided with a fixed bath and a cold-
water supply. Arrangements for the supply of hot water are to be 
indicated on the plan. 

16. Positions of all principal pieces of furniture such as dressers, 
tables, beds, etc., together with 'opening of doors, the points of the 
compass, and dimensions of rooms, are to be indicated on the plan. 

17. In Classes A, B, and C several houses must be shown as a 
block, of which three are to be planned in detail, the others in out-
line only. Of these three, one is to be an end or semi-detached 
house; another a terrace house or one between party walls with nar-
row frontage (not exceeding i8 feet), and a third with wide front-
age. The depth of the site is left to the discretion of the competi-
tors, and the site may be regarded as level. 

18. The general height of rooms is to be not less than 8 feet, the 
floor area of the principal bedroom to be not less than 160 feet, and 
no bedroom to be less than 70 feet. 
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19. The plans may be prepared without regard to any existing 
by-laws or local Act provisions, the object being to show the best 
types possible if existing restrictions are removed. 

20. Each design is to show plans of each floor, one section indi-
cating the staircase, and two elevations, and to be drawn to a scale 
of 1-8th of an inch to the foot on half double-elephant sheets. No 	!Ï 
other drawings to be submitted.  

21. All drawings are to be in line only without washes, with the 

walls blacked in, and are to be sent flat.  

22. The designs in each of the Classes A, 13,_C, and D are to 
be on separate sheets. Notes of materials, etc., are to be printed 
on the drawings, together IA ith the cubic contents of each house 
measured from one foot below the floor to half way up the roof. ' No 
separate report is necessary. 

23. Wherever possible, materials of the locality, if reasonably 
obtainable, should be specified, but as there exists at the present time 
a serious shortage of certain materials, competitors are invited to 
consider and suggest the substitution of others with a view to facilit-
ating and cheapening construction. It is essential that strict economy 
be exercised throughout the design, and this will be an important 
consideration in making the awards. 

The conditions of competition have given rise to considerable 
correspondence in the English "Times" and the building papers upon 
the question of the height of rooms, many leading Architects holding 
strongly to the view that a minimum height of 8 feet for ceilings 
is excessive, wasteful, unhygienic, and inartistic. 

The next issue of "The R.V.I.A. Journal" will contain further 
information on this subject. 

[Along 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

N Associate Honorcd.—Among the list of New Year 
honors we are gratified to see the name of one of 
our Associates, Lieut.-Colonel W. A. Henderson, 
who has been made the recipient of the Distinguished 
Service Order. Colonel Henderson is at present on 

active service abroad as Cotnmanding Officer of the 1st Battalion 
Pioneers of the 1st Australian Division. He saw service in Egypt, 
and was commanding the 5th Field Co. of Engineers at Pozieres 
during the severe fighting at that place, where another of our young 
Architects (Edward Clayfield) was killed by his side. 

In June last Col. Henderson was mentioned in despatches for 
conspicuous service in the field, and has since served in the midst of 
the heavy fighting at Hooge, Polygon Wood, West Hoek, and other 
battlefields in France and Flanders. 

The best testimony to his worth has been given by men who 
have served under his command, who speak in the highest terms of 
him as a skilful, considerate, brave and gallant leader. 

Col. Henderson is the son of Mr. and Mrs. James A. Henderson, 
of Kew, and was associated with Mr. R. J. Haddon (F.), for a 
number of years before the war. He was also Lecturer upon Build-
ing Construction at the Melbourne Technical College. 

Chair of Architecture.—The following advertisement, appear-

ing in the "R.I.B.A. Journal," London, in September last, is of in-
terest: 

University of Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. 
Chair of Architecture. 

Applications are invited from gentlemen qualified for the 
above position. Salary (fixed) £goo per annum and £loo 
allowed for travelling expenses to Sydney. Pension of £400 
per annum under certain conditions after twenty years' service. 
Duties commence in March, 1918. 

Particulars may be obtained from the undersigned, to 
whom applications, stating age and qualifications, and accom-
panied by references and ten (1o) copies of three recent testi- 
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monials should be sent not later than Thursday, 1st November, 
1917. 

Agent-General for New South Wales. 

Sydney House, 26-27, Cockspur Street, London, S.W. 1. 
14th August, 1917. 

"Simplex" Balanced Wall Bed.—One of these new and useful 
Wall Beds is to be raffled in connection with the Hawthorn Branch 
of the Red Cross Society Patriotic League next month. The device 
under which patent rights have been obtained, is a simple and con-
venient contrivance, economically made and operated with simplicity. 
The main feature consists of a spindle arrangement, on which the 
bed folds against the wall when not in use, longways, and not end 
up as is the usual case in folding wall beds. When closed up the bed 
stands against the wall in the form of a panelled cabinet, and may 
form part of a cupboard or shelving or other appurtenance that is use-
ful in a circumscribed apartment of the kind a wall bed is found in, 
fixed to the wall above the bed. These beds are on view at 479 
Collins Street, at the office of the "Simplex" Co. 

The Great Edison Fire.— A full report on this great fire 
has been edited and published. The very full report, brought out 
after the completion of the restoration by a committee of American 
architects, engineers, and others, and Mr. Cass Gilbert, Architect, 
of New York, as chairman, appointed through the American Con-
crete Institute. The report has just been edited and published by 
tile British Fire Prevention Committee (at 5/-). The continuous 
and extremely useful work of this body is far too little known, as 
it is continually carrying out work of great value to building owners 
and others. 

The salvage of the structure of the reinforced concrete buildings 
was 87 per cent. and the repairs io to i5 per cent. The salvage 
of machinery was 94 per cent. in these buildings. 

The gigantic fire has brought reinforced concrete into much 
greater prominence than before as withstanding heat of great intensity 
better than any other material known to mankind, and has shown 
an adaptability to repair which would be quite impossible with in-
jured fabrics of other substances. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Mawson (Hon. A.R.LB.A.) has been commis-
sioned to prepare plans for the rebuilding of Salonica after the war, 
which is actually a larger scheme than the rebuilding of London 
after the Great Fire) of 1666. One feature of it will be the plan-
ning of one great central station, which will replace the five which 
existed before the fire. The whole scheme will take a long series 
of years to complete, and it is, perhaps, fortunate for the success of 
Mr. Mawson's scheme that he has Southern Europeans to deal with 
rather than our own people, who so frequently spoil a good thing 
by cutting out its salient features from motives of economy. 

The R.I.B.A. Galleries Requisitioned.—The Army Council have 
requisitioned the Galleries known as the Maddox Street Galleries, 
forming part of the Institute premises and situated at the rear of 
No. 9, Conduit Street. The Galleries are required as temporary 
quarters for the excess staff of the Canadian Forestry Corps, which 
is closely connected with the Home-Grown Timber Department of 
the Board of Trade. The Civic Survey which has had the use of 
the Galleries during the past two years is now accommodated in the 
Common Room. 

The London County Hall.--The unfinished County Hall is 
the last great building which has been requisitioned for purposes 
connected with the war, and alterations are to be tarried out to fit 
it for its temporary purposes. One of the minor inconveniences 
caused by the war is the delay in the completion of the County Hall, 
for there was probably never a building which was more urgently 
wanted than that which will accommodate the now scattered depart-
ments of the County Council. The delay is inconvenient for the 
Council, and annoying for the architect of the building, who will 
have to wait for several more years before he can see the completion 
of the scheme, and the ratepayers of London will have to wait for 
the economies which will be effected by the setting free of accommo-
dation at present occupied by the County Council's many depart-
ments. 

It will be remembered that the London County Hall competi-
tion was won by Mr. Ralph Nott, Architect, in 1908, and that the 
erection of building at a proposed cost of about a million-and-a-half 
and that the work has continued in progress during the past ten 

years. 
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A  QUERY FROM THE FRONT. 

N reference to the question of admission to the R.V.I.A. 
as members after the war of those whose studies have 
been interfered with by active service, the following 
letter from Lieut. Leighton F. Irwin is of interest: 

France, 24/9/17 

The Hon. Secretary, R.V.I.A., Melbourne,—

Dear Sir,— 

Having been away from Australia for some considerable time, 
and as I see very little chance of returning in the near future, I 
have been induced to write the following, which matter I would be 
obliged if you would put before your committee. 

Up to the time of my joining the A.I.F. I had been preparing 
as a candidate for the R.V.I.A. examination for Associateship, and 
just prior to my enlistment had practically completed my studies. 

Can you tell me if on my return to Australia it will be neces- 
sary for me to start all this study over again in order to sit for this 
examination. I raise this point partly as it means so much time lost 
before I can attain an object which I consider essential before recom-
mencing my professional practice. I refer to the letters A.R.V.I.A., 
and partly because I believe some who have remained in Australia 
have gained this object and will doubtless greatly benefit thereby as 
soon as things return to normal. As regards my architectural ex-
perience, this has been gained at the Melbourne University and 
Working Men's College. I was articled to Messrs. Klingender & 
Alsop, of Melbourne, for the period of four years, and since then 
have gained experience with several other well-known Melbourne 
and N.S.W. firms. At the time of my enlistment I was practising 
in Tasmania. I had for five years been a member of the V.A.S.S., 
during which period I was for a considerable time a member of the 
committee. 

The above has been written, not as a means whereby to gain an 
object without carrying out the work entailed (as I consider on pre-
vious papers I was competent to pass), but in order to find out if 
your committee can see their way to grant a request which will make 
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The Council of this Institute has discussed the matter referred 
to in the above letter and has expressed the view that every possible 
concession will be made to enable those brave members of the pro-
fession who are fighting the country's battles to gain their Institute 
Diplomas on their return to practice. Probably each case will need 
separate treatment, but all will be given the utmost consideration 
and assistance. 

it possible for me to recommence my woik immediately on our return, 
and which it is not possible for me to attain during my service with 
the A.I.F. Yours faithfully, 

LEIGHTON F. IRV6'IN, 

Lieut., zst D.A.C. Aust. Field Artillery. 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

INCE the last issue of the "Journal" two General Meet- 
ings  of the Victorian Architectural Students' Society have 
been held, and both were fairly well attended 

At the November meeting, Mr. Rodney H. Aesop 
read an interesting paper, entitled, "The Evolution of 
the House." This paper was a variation from the pre-

vious papers of the year, and was specially interesting and instruc- 

tive. 
Mr. Alsop started at the very beginning of things—at the Pre-

historic times, and gradually came up to the 15th century, where he 
decided the lecture should end, as by that period the House as we 
know it was well established and the design thereafter was merely a 
matter of convenience and taste of the owner of the house. 

A feature of the early English house was the hall, in which 
everybody lived; servants and master alike. They ate and lived dur-
ing the day and ate and slept at night, in the hall. The first houses 
consisted only of the hall, but gradually bed chambers appeared, then 
kitchens, and so on, improving as civilization advanced. 

In December last we held our Annual General Meeting, when 
the office-bearers for 1918 were elected. There wac a fair attend-
ance of members and the elections resulted as follows 

President, Mr. John S. Keage; Vice-President;  IVIr. A. a 
Smith; Hon. Secretary, Mr. L. C. Hopkins; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. 
Eliot T. Dickens; Committee, Messrs. B. J. Masters, J. H. Jorgen-
sen, L. San Miguel, J. W. Wright, and J. C. Aisbett. 

When the business of the evening hate been completed Mr. Hop-
kins read a paper entitled "Something About Our Australian Tim-
bers." This paper touched on the cabinet timbers of Australia, with 
their characteristic features. The strength, durability, and season-
ing were briefly dealt with, as were also the purposes for which our 
timbers are suitable. 

L. C. HOPKINS, Hon. Secretary. 





o o 
o o 

xv. 

INDEX TO VOL. XV. 

Presidential Address 
Report of the Council, 19x6 	 13 
R.V.I.A. Competitions, 1916 	 19 
Balance Sheet 	 20 
Architectural Education, by Sir Rowand Anderson .. 	. , 	25 
Visit to Commonwealth Government House .. 	 28 
Architects and the War 	.. 	 . • 	• . 	.. 	3o 
Furniture for New Commonwealth Buildings, London ..  
Timber Troubles to be Overcome 	.. 	 • . 	33 
Victorian Architectural Students' Society 	.. 	37, 71, 103, 128, 161, 201 
Letters from France 	.. 	 . , 	.. 	, . 	.. 38, 135, 199 
Roll of Honour 	 .. 39, 72 
Reinforced Concrete in Fire Resisting Construction, by U. J. Nicholas, 

B.Sc. 	 • 	 .. 	.• 	 42  
A Visit to Merriwa, Toorak 	 .. 	 53 
The Felton Bequest and an Architectural Museum .. 	 59 
Town Planning at Madras, by H. V. Lanchester 	. , 	 62 
The Gum Tree 	, . 	.. 	. , 	.. 	 .. 	64 
Mont Park Hospital for the Insane, Visit to 	 . , 70, 125 
The Architectural Aspects of Town Planning, by Walter R. Butler, 

(F.), F.R.I,B.A. 	 .. 	74 
Town Planning, Local Application of Principles, by Frank Stapley (F.) 	89 
Ye Olde Englyshe Village 	.. 	.. 	 • • 	94 
R.I.B.A., the Royal Gold Medal 	 .. 	. , 	.. 	99 
New Post Office Building, Spencer Street, Visit to 	.. 	io6 
The Architecture of Greece as I Saw It, by William Lucas (F.), 

F.R.G.S. 	 no 
Portland Cement; Its Origin and Development, by J. Barber .. 	118 
Nev Books 	 121 

New Materials and Methods as Influencing Design .. 	.. 132, 165 
Town Planning Conference (Adelaide), The First Australian 	. 140, 170 

143 
150 
155 
158 
163 
164 
184 
187 
191 
199 

The Conference on Australian Timbers, Forestry and Re-Afforestation 
Discussion on 	do. 	do. 	.. 
Timbers, Gippsland 
Building and Its Cost in England .. 	, , 	. . 
Auguste Rodin, Death of 	.. 	. • 	• • 
Experimental Building Science, by Leask Manson, S.c. 
Our New Lord Mayor  
Oakden, Percy, Death of 	 • 
Workmen's Cottages in England, Dearth of 	.. 
A Query from the Front ., 







RCHI TL 	-- 
BRANCH Ll'" 







Library Digitised Collections

Author/s:
Royal Victorian Institute of Architects

Title:
Journal of proceedings (Royal Victorian Institute of Architects): 1917-1918

Date:
1917-1918

Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/11343/108569

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/108569

