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THE ARCHITECTURAL ASPECTS 
OF TOWN PLANNING. 

Paper read at the General Meeting of Members, 26th June, 1917, 
by Walter R. Butler (F.) , F.R.I.B.A. 

WISH at the outset to make it clear that my subject 
is not Town Planning in its ordinarily accepted 
meaning, but Architecture in its relation thereto. 
Town Planning, however, is in its essence wholly 
Architectural. You may have the engineering, the 

civic, or the housing aspects of Town Planning, but they are all a 
part of the one great Architectural whole. The planning and gen-
eral arrangement of roadways, sewering, lighting, telephoning, river 
and railway traffic, arrangements of public space, parks, government, 
civil, business, shopping, marketing and industrial areas, furnish iden-
tical problems on a wider scale, with those that Architects have to 
deal with in varying degree in all planning. 

If it is an asylum we are designing, we plot our buildings for 
the noisy far away, confine the dangerous cases within walls, have 
our working patients near the farm lands, and the administrative 
block as near central as may be. We design the roads, the grounds, 
the gardens, lay out the sewers and so on, and in designing a bank we 
arrange for the General Manager with his numerous departments, 
the Inspector with his staffs, the strong rooms, the stationery, the 
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correspondence, securities, and finally the local manager and that 
portion of the staff seen by the public in the banking chamber. 

The placing of these buildings, or departments in the buildings, 
of the Asylum or the Bank or what not, so that their work may be 
done with the utmost efficiency, is identical with the nature of the 
problem to be, solved in planning for the many needs of a city large 
or small. 

The finest Town Planning is now and always has been done by 
Architects, as was established at the Town Planning Conference in 
London, 1910. It is because of their trained faculty in design that 
Architects are best qualified to plan cities. There is no dispute upon 
this point, but at the same time there is a certain doubt in some 
minds as to whether Town Planning is not the work of Engineers. 
The Engineer in a planning sense is not a practical man. He knows 
too much about bending-moments, co-efficients, hydrostatics and 
mathematics to leave room for due weight to be given to the subtle- 
ties of planning; his vision is too overclouded with fact, obscuring 
greater things. 

Facts ofttimes have too much weight with us. Maeterlinck says 
facts are but laggards in the race of life; mere camp-followers in the 
van of the great forces that guide the destiny of man.We are but turn-
ing our eyes this evening in the direction of this great subject of 
Town Planning, and if we record the hurried vision truly we shall 
overlook much of fact. 

When Turner was asked of the picture on his easel, why he had 
not painted the ship's port holes, he said, "I can't see them." Na-
poleon understood the mental altitude that transcends fact. On one 
occasion he told his staff when planning a battle, there must be ten 
thousand men here, ten thousand there, and ten thous-
and in reserve, whereupon one of his generals remarked that there 
were but twenty thousand in all, at which Napoleon said irately, 
"I will not allow details to interfere with my plans." 

It is only exalted genius that can prevent the obtrusion of fact 
and detail from interfering with the free operation of the higher in-
telligence and imagination in the exercise of the functions in design. 

And so we will lightly, though not without due respect to the 
Engineer, the minister of fact, pass over detail in this brief dip into 

[the 
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the great subject of Town Planning, bearing in mind that in ex-
tent it is as illimitable as the sea's surface, and as profound as its 

greatest depths. 
And as we hurry along its shore we shall pass over lots of kelp, 

but we may find some imprisoned creature to let loose into the ocean 
of freedom. We shall see some still clear pools of brilliant colour to 
sink our thoughts deep into; and perchance some stray shell may be 

 found to carry home to us the sound and wonder of things yet afar  

off. 
The interest that has been aroused in Town Planning in the 

early years of this twentieth century is but a sign of the times that 
arises from the long stifled cry of the great democracy yearning 
for better homes, and for a share in the comforts of life afforded by 
architectural surroundings that have been the heirloom of the better 

classes since civilization had its dawn. It has been a tardy process, 
but at last the hesitating endeavour of the will to live and be hap-
pier, result in the birth, development, and affirmation of social in-
telligence that demands attention, consideration, and satisfaction. 

If we blot from our thoughts for a moment all memory of 
money as a means of exchange, and think of our relation one to 
another in a great community, the existing order of things fills us 
with marvel at the frailty and injustice of our present social organ-
ization, that condemns men and women to live degraded lives in 
miserable surroundings and to bring up in that squalor the children 

of the next generation. 
Apparently only a few men in each generation see in their reality 

the ludicrous relations on which our social organization exists. Mae-
terlinck wonders how we should look from a bee's point of view if it 
could reason. "How should we marvel?" he says, "were we bees 
observing men, as we noted the unjust, illogical distribution of work 
among a race of creatures that in other directions appear to manifest 
eminent reason! We should find the earth's surface, unique source 
of all common life, insufficiently, painfully cultivated by two or three 
tenths of the whole population; we should find another tenth abso-
lutely idle, usurping the larger share of the products of this first 
labour; and the remaining seven-tenths condemned to a life of 
perpetual half-hunger, ceaselessly exhausting themselves in strange 

a 
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and sterile efforts whereby they never may profit, but only render 
more cosriplex and inexplicable still the life of the idle. . . From 
century to century only will one of them for a moment shake off its 
slumber, and send forth a bewildered cry; stretch the aching arm 
that supported its head, shift its position, and then lie down and fall 
asleep once more, until a new pain, born of the dreary fatigue of 
repose, wake it afresh." 

It is really of little wonder that humanity suffers from growing 
pains, of which our present European struggle seems to be the most 
painful that the human race has yet experienced. 

None will doubt nowadays but that reorganization and revolu- 
tion in the housing of our poor is an absolute necessity to peaceful 
progress. 

Our authorities say they cannot afford to remove slums, but 
in saying so they say what is the exact opposite of fact, for they fail 
to realize that the existence of slums is no economy, but a gross ex- 
travagance that no community is sufficiently wealthy to say it can 
afford to let be. 

For the better planning of our towns means to the community 
a vastly increased efficiency in the production of wealth, and to the 
people an added individual and family happiness that is admitted to 
be the soundest of national assets. The day is passing, if it has 
not already passed, when the employer can persuade himself that he 
has no interest in his employees once they are outside the factory gate. 
The home life of the employee really a part of the business con-
cern. 

The slowness of progress towards betterment of the slum con-
ditions of our cities is everywhere deplored. In America, where re-
latively much has been done, Mr. W. D. Moody recently wrote, 
"Here nothing is accomplished by imperial decree. It has been pop-
ular in the minds of many that city planning was inherent in the pro-
fessions of architecture and engineering—largely the former—and 
there the subject rested. Perhaps a better expression than `rested' 
could not be found. 	The greatest issue confronting American 
municipalities to-day is city planning. The hour is imperative; if 
real progress is to be made all citizens, professional and law, must 

[be 
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be brought to realize all of the elements bound up in this great 
science," and we Architects are inclined to think too much of our 
own old-fashioned limitations. We must come out into public life 

and help along the general weal. 
Professor W. R. Lethaby, as an Architect to Architects, at the 

Royal Institute of British Architects recently said: "We have to con-
sider our towns and streets as they are in fact; our disorderly rail-
way stations must be taken for granted no longer ; we must improve 
lamp posts, drain ventilators and railings; all must be made clean, 
smart, and decent. We must aim at the stricter control of public 
advertising, at smoke prevention, and at better street cleaning, and 

help forward all minor improvements. 
"Besides their duty to their several employees, architects must 

consider the city as a whole, to which each building is a contribution. 
A modern city should be developing types of building fit for its 
needs. It may be possible to find in the conception of city order and 
efficiency a real stimulus to building design, which should do some-
thing towards lessening the disorderly anarchy of our streets. A 
suitable architecture, in a word, is an essential element in civilization. 
Architecture, properly understood, is largely civilization itself. We 
should seek to stimulate the interest of all architects in the towns in 
which they work, and we might get reports from them on those towns 
as centres of civilization. It is desirable to set up advisorycom-

mittees 

 

 on the care and development of all our towns. 
"We must co-operate more with engineers, and try to influence 

the powers which govern us to promulgate a policy on public art; 
and we must recognise on our side that we are ministers of civiliz-
ation rather than purveyors of whims. We must aim at getting 
something done; it is a question of anarchy or order, of life, of sur-
vival. More and more the idea emerges that every art, science and 
craft must be a guild or faculty for that matter acting in the public 

service." 
If a broader and better Architectural service is rendered by 

our profession much good will result to the community. Our noble 

profession in Australia does not assume that lofty place among the 

people that its importance warrants. Too much of the building of 
the poor man's house is done by the jerry-builder. I know there are 
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difficulties in the way of Architects designing small houses. The 
small fees we get do not pay. I think small towns might have a 
variety of good standard designs, ever varying and improving, not 
that should necessarily be only allowed, but that might be used at 
the will of the owner and that would at any rate form a basis for 
comparison, and below which standard no house should be allowed 
to be erected. 

Numerous industrial housing schemes have been car-
ried out in England, America, and other countries with successful 
results to employer and employee. In a recent one still in process 
of construction by the Pittsbury Crucible Steel Co., of Philadelphia, 
for their employees, about one hundred and fifty houses were built 
up to last year. They are mostly erected from six varying designs, 
some single houses, others semi-detached, and are good, efficient 
houses, with ground and garden space about them. The designs can 
be turned about on various sites, and made quite a lot of though 
not all different. 

This is but one of many, but we have no time to consider them in 
detail beyond saying that the houses we build of this kind must be 
fitted to the needs of those who live in them; always bearing in 
mind that this is not alone an architectural problem, but also a social 
and economic problem, and that it cannot be solved merely by copy-
ing English or other cottage types or facades of city houses, but must 
be studied in Australia among the people. 

Despicable streets of the kind we have been used to for the 
dwellings of our workmen will not do. John Burns has said that 
"The mean street makes the mean man," and some one else adds per-
tinently that the mean man makes the mean street. 

At the Fifth National Conference on Housing in America, in 
October last, John Moliter, a Philadelphia Architect, delivered an 
address on "Housing as , a Part of the Work of the Local Health 
Department," in which he described housing as "a new thought being 
woven into our twentieth century government." He pointed out 
that a health department cannot properly do the work of protecting 
the health of the people without control of the building inspection, 
and the approval of plans in the hands of the Department of Health, 

[which 
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which should see that they conform to good housing and health laws. 
A uniform state law would be of great value to Architects and build-
ers, in that it would give them dependable legislation upon which 

they could rely in planning new structures. 
It is very questionable whether the control of city planning 

should not be in the hands of a body separate from city government. 
Every efficient Architect and Engineer realizes that highly skilled 
technical assistance is lessened in value by subordination to the rule 

of city politics. 	
"The efficient man, the man with initiative, the 

specialist on city planning, works best where he has a free hand." 
And now as to the Architecture of our would-be model town! 

What is it going to be? How can we make it better than it now 
is? The only hope that I can give is to suggest that we drop all 
thought of Greek and Roman and Gothic; cease to worry about 
Triglyphs or crockets; and keep in mind only a sincere and great 
efficiency. Efficiency is to be our motto for the future Architecture 
in our town-planning conceptions. We should lose the inane struggle 
after something new in a strain to achieve the utmost efficiency. The 
riot of newness in some of our work is worse than the monotony of 
the pretentious rubbish in cast iron and cement that shames our 
streets and makes us blush to show strangers round our cities. Let 

us cease to be silent on these things, I have no patience with our 

habit of never criticising current Architecture. This abstention is one 
of the most obstinate barriers to improvement in our work. 

I realise some of the difficulties, but those of us who do work 
that will not bear good criticism must be willing to suffer a heck-
ling. There is no reason in the maudlin fear to denounce what we 
think is inefficient or ugly in current Architecture, any more than in 
other spheres of life. The work of our brother artists in painting, 
literature, music, the drama, all is freely criticised. Yet in current 
Architecture you never see a press report of a new building but it 
is lauded up to the skies. The builder, the suppliers of materials, 
the committees, the owners are all benefactors to the community, and 
sometimes the Architect even is praised too. But you never see in the 
papers an honest, intelligent criticism of new Architectural work. 
"Building" has done a little wholesome criticism, and it should do us 

all good. 
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Let us have a friendly fight now and again by all means if needs 
be, and learn to "pay scorn for scorn without a war." 

In our criticism, however, we must not forget that all new styles 
of Architecture in history were in their day innovations, and that 
they triumphed because of their intense efficiency. They suited the 
people and the cities in which they were built. They were the acme 
of perfection for their purpose. They made the best use of the best 
available materials in the most perfect way that consummate genius 
could devise. But much as we admire the ancient styles we must al- 
ways have in mind that what was suitable amidst the marbles, myths 
and culture of Athens of half a millenium before the birth of Christ, 
is not suitable in Australia to-day. 

When I saw the Grecian Doric Temples at Pmstum, dating 
about that period, their Architecture filled me with a greater awe and 
more intense admiration than has any building I have ever seen. But it 
would be a grievous error of judgment to adopt the design for a shop 
at Canberra. Yet such profane reproductions of these ancient glories 
have been made. Precedent, however, must always carry its weight 
and it is right that we should study old work though we do not re-
peat it in our model city. For precedent is a bad master but an ex-
cellent servant. 

If we can only confine our energies to efficiency in all we do 
from now on we shall do much. Beauty will arise out of it, and 
if we all work with that one sole object in view, making the best 
possible use of the materials at hand, we shall in time develop a style 
of our own, and one that will take its place in the world. All great 
Architectural styles have been developed so. 

The straining after something "new and original," as it is called, 
results in the most weird productions of which there are some curious 
examples in this our city. 

We have some very efficient modern work in Melbourne, quite 
up to the standard of model city work in other parts of the world. 
The members of our Institute went to see the new Post Office build-
ing in Spencer Street lately, and we found it most efficient and splen-
did, notwithstanding the fact that the basement storey steel stan-
chions were not protected against fire, which rather shocked us. 

[We 
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We noticed too, very ugly galleries where the sorters could be spied 
upon if necessary. And we thought of the feelings of those men 
who did not need to be spied upon, and thought it might even be 
better to lose a few things than to so flagrantly suspect all. 

In our model towns our business buildings and dwellings must 
in order to be truly efficient, be the best possible for the purpose. 
They must give a proper return in cost, they must be built of the most 
suitable and economic materials, they must in all respects be designed 
to give the maximum of efficiency for the conduct of business, and must 
be of Architectural importance and beauty commensurate with their 
position in the great scheme of our model city, to which each one 

is an individual contribution. 
Professor Lethaby says that, "aesthetic altitudes cannot be 

brought to a clear statement." He would drop words like "art" 
and "proportion" because no one knows what they mean, and would 
have buildings tested by such generally understandable ideas asfit- 

M mess, soundness. economy, efficiency, reasonableness, intelligibility,' 

and so on. 
And now a passing word concerning our model cities' Architec- 

tural efficiency in the grander work of public, civic, religious, and 
monumental buildings; including squares, boulevards, and the like. 

At first glance of our modern commercial eye we are apt to 
underestimate the value of these magnificent adornments to a com-
munity, for on paper their greater display brings in no "return." 
Probably the growth of democracy has lessened the high standard of 
civic work as practised in the historic past, but I think only tem-
porarily. One of the first acts of our Federal Labour Government 
was to buy the whole of the Island site in the Strand, London, and 
to embark on a big building scheme that its predecessors quailed to 

think of. 
Vast Architectural city improvements in the old world are al- 

ready in various stages of discussion to be gone on with after the 
war. In Rome it is proposed to open up a wide thoroughfare from 
the Tiber to St. Peter's. In London is still under consideration the 

great bridge of St. Paul's that will, if carried out in th 
form  des red  

by the Royal Institute of British Architects, open up 

of St. Paul's Cathedral from the south. 
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There is also a proposition for the removal of Charing Cross 
Station to the other side of the Thames, liberating ten acres of 
ground, and the erection of a traffic bridge in place of the railway 
bridge, to form a fitting war memorial alongside of Waterloo Bridge, 
built to commemorate the great battle of that name. This grand new 
thoroughfare would run into Trafalgar Square, "The Centre of the 
Universe." 

Our men at the war when they come back will ask for many 
things in Australia they have seen and heard of in foreign lands. 
France is already calling for 4.00,000 workmen to reinstate the dam-
age done by the war, and it is time we were thinking of great schemes 
for Australia too. Another proposition afloat as reported in "The 
Builder," is that every town of moderate size in England memorial-
ise the part its heroes have taken in the war in the reclamation of a 
slum, by the erection of an up-to-date group of buildings, and in the 
centre place its war memorial, which will form a token of the new 
interest in town life and create a real civic awakening. 

Fine Architectural displays are the making of cities' reputations. 
And reputation has its value to a city, as well as to an individual. 
What do the millions of visitors to Paris talk most of ? Is it not of 
the glorious manner in which their public buildings, monumental 
architecture, palaces, gardens, and the like are set and displayed, cul-
minating in the incomparable vista from the Louvre to the Arc de 
Triomphe, embracing the gardens of the Tuileries, the Place de la 
Concorde, and the Champs Elysee? 

Site and setting for fine Architecture are in Paris emphasized to 
a degree unequalled in any city in the world, and the Parisians are 
justly proud of their work. 

Of the things we possess those that give us the greatest pleasure 
are those that others most appreciate. Pride is wrapped about all 
such possessions, and intensified when the possession is the result of 
our own labour. The pride and pleasure of a community in its own 
work is of the same nature. From such facts spring the noblesse of 
patriotism, and amidst such undercurrents are to be found the rea-
sons why nations pay the price for Grand Architectural display. 

Our Australian cities, being young, have little to show of these 
summits of the Art of Town Planning. Melbourne has its Col- 

lins 
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lins Street, but the city's plan suffers much from want of better fore-
sight in its lay out, which lacked imagination and all thought of the 
possibility of its ever becoming a great city. It was a Surveyor's, 
not an Architect's plan, and Surveyors are not practical men in the 

realms of imagination. 
Let us now consider, not in a fault finding way, but for the sole 

purpose of visualizing mistakes so as to avoid their repetition in the 
building, or in the improvement of our great cities. Let us consider 
I say, for a brief moment what could have been done to obviate and 
what might yet be done to remedy some of the defects in the plan of 
Melbourne. The fact that when laid out it was only a bush ,town-
ship in a remote part of a vast continent is excuse enough, no doubt, 
for a thousand more defects. But we are not now concerned with 
that, for we are only looking at things as they are. 

No one knows in laying out a city what its ultimate requirements 
will be, or what means, desire, or need there will be in the future of 
beautifying it by great monumental Architecture, or what its com-
mercial and traffic demands may be by reason of unexpected increase 
of population. We should, therefore, err on the side of retaining in 
the possession of the city, large well-planned reserves and spaces far in 
excess of anticipated needs that can be foreseen at the time of its lay 

out. 
A wealthy Australian who died a decade or so ago might, in- 

stead of dying without a will, have left his millions for the creation 
of a sort of Place de la Concorde in Melbourne, to commemorate 
the deeds of our war heroes. If so, where would we have put it? 

Melbourne's greatest central defect might have been remedied 
even in recent years, and since it could be seen its destiny was that of 

a great city. 
Many years ago plans were made for taking the Yarra bed far- 

ther over to the south through the old Duck Pond where the Alex-
andra Gardens and Avenue now are, and away down City Road, 
through South Melbourne right out into the Bay. What a magnifi-
cent chance for a grand river approach from the Bay. How valu-
able would have been the gained space of quarter of a mile or so, be 
tween the River and Flinders Street! The whole of the unsightly 
Jolimont and Flinders Street shunting ground, which is a black blot 
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on the escutcheon of any view from high positions in Melbourne, 
could have gone down beyond Spencer Street, and from there the 
railways could have run to every part of the country from a great 
central distributing building to which all goods from land and sea 
would come and go. 	The Flinders Street station would have been 
pushed over south, the lines from Gippsland would have been 
screened by boulevards and trees instead of the present unsightly 
shunting grounds that absolutely destroy, from any elevated point of 
view, the sacred beauties of the gardens, the bridge and the river. 
And matters seem to be getting even worse, for to the view over this 
flat wilderness of rails and ashes with its morgue and stray-dogs' 
yard, has lately been added a nebulous constellation of overhead 
girders and electric wires, that from the bridge wraps the place in a 
weird mysticism, but even increases the ugliness. And the sad thing 
about it all is that it should never have been so. 

From the country's business point of view alone, greatly im-
proved facilities for railways, shipping, road traffic, and customs 
would have resulted from the pushing over the Yarra into its older 
bed nearly quarter of a mile south from where it now crosses Swanston 
Street at Princes Bridge, while the formation of a great central 
clearing house or station down beyond Spencer Street, with shunting 
yards, would have made and would still make a most profitable 
scheme for the country, the cost of which would be trifling even now 
in proportion to the enormous saving and advantage in the centralised 
handling of merchandise, apart from the improved appearance of the 
city. 

In London to-day where there are seventy-four goods stations, 
a great project is afloat for their amalgamation into one central 
clearing house at Clerkenwell. The new building if carried out will 
be the largest building in the world. Eight stories high, with 120 

acres of floor space. There will be actual rivers of electricity, hoists, 
cranes, and what not, for the distribution of the goods within its 
own walls, and it is contended that distribution will be done here, on 
one per cent. of the ground, in less than one per cent. of the time,. 
and at less than one per cent. of the cost of the present system of 
handling. Our difficulties in securing an economic goods centraliz- 

[ation 
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ation in Melbourne are small in comparison with that of London, 
while the profits to be derived from it would be proportionally great. 
We have numerous governing bodies and no one to look after the 
unified interests of all. The Commonwealth, the State, the Railway 
Commissioners, the Harbor Trust, the Customs Authorities, the City 
Council and the Board of Works, all pulling their own more or less 
diminutive strings, and no one taking the higher thought for cen-
tralization of their respective activities and interests where they over-

lap or should automatically merge into one. 
From the spectacular point of view, with the Yarra farther to 

the south, the Flinders Street Railway Buildings could have been made 
commensurate with the dignity of the city, and ample space would 
have been given for traffic and some fine display of the kind of 
Trafalgar Square, between the station and the traffic of Flinders 
Street; and had the Jolimont Railway yards been gardens, as they 
should have been, the Treasury Gardens some day could have been 
linked up with the Botanical Gardens on the other side of the river 
by a boulevard scheme, with a bridge over the river, and having its 
south terminal point in Government House, and its north terminal 

in the Treasury Buildings and Spring Street. 
The ground on which are the Cathedral and the Gas Company's 

buildings, right through to Collins Street, or some such space, should 
have been left to give better entry to the city and greater dignity to 
the poor crowded Town Hall, and room for statuary and monu-
mental Architecture in proximity to the Municipal Buildings. As 
it now is the Fitzgibbon Statue is pushed out into the St. Kilda 
Road, and others will have to follow. There is also much room for 
improvement in recent development. The Alexandra Gardens, 
bordering on the old swamp, is well-reclaimed land, where 
much good work has been done, but not good enough for its 
closeness to the city. The ground has been well-clothed with grass 
and flowers, but the whole scheme is devoid of Architectural de-
sign, and has no relation to the city and now in the midst of curly 
paths and formless beds we erect from time to time statues, and large 
sorts of tombs at intervals, on mound after mound of earth, until by-
and-bye the place will be nothing more than a glorified cemetery. 
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Statuary and monumental Architecture are in their true and 
proper sense essentially allied to buildings, and it is one of the facts 
in the planning of Melbourne to be most regretted, that in effect no 
space whatever has been left in or about the city for statuary and 
other ornamental, commemorative, and Architectural features. And 
so our statuary becomes a sort of high-class weed in the gardens, 
destroying alike the sublimity of both works of art. 	A daffodil 
springing up in an orchid pot is but a weed. A weed is merely some-
thing out of place. All incongruities are inartistic. The front of 
our Parliament House should have had a whole block of space, our 
Law Courts too should have been similarly treated. They are both 
fine buildings but not made the most of, as no space i§ left for sta-
tuary or Architectural setting, which to fine buildings is what jewels 
are to a ring. I don't know what future generations will do in this 
respect. I do not wish to find fault, but point out these defects as 
illustrations of what we have to avoid in our model towns. 

We have one good chance that may some day be seized upon. 
Our Treasury Garden with its slope to the south. It would lend 
itself magnificently to a finely walled and terraced scheme, with sta-
uary and good monumental work. It is true we should lose the fine 
trees, but we cannot keep our cake and eat it too, and our Bois de Bou-
logne can well afford to be farther out. Of course it would only ter- 
minate against the misplaced railway,but something fine might be made 
of it. The little Japanese garden there, is a pretty thing no doubt, 
but rather Iike a holiday fantasy in sand that one forms on the sea 
shore with wooden spades to please the children, when compared 
with a stately design of paved terraces, balustraded walls, fountains, 
statues, equestrian groups, and so on, that such a magnificent position 
and slope of land craves for. The Treasury Garden is an excellent 
sort of miniature Bois de Boulogne; but some day it may be realised 
that it is not the place for a wood, when we have no place for the 
things a great city must have. A wood or diminutive forest should 
be laid farther out. A great space where thousands may assmble 
amidst attractive and elevating architectural surroundings, that 
quicken thoughts through memory, freshened by beauteous sculpture, 
recording great deeds of heroes that exhort us to emulate their noble 

[examples 
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examples, are stimulants in a city we cannot price. Noble Architec-
ture is an essential of great cities, and noble Architecture cannot 
show to perfection, nor doubtless is induced but in relation to its 

position. 
In Melbourne, our open air assemblies are forced to go to the 

distant dust or quagmires on the banks of the Yarra. Who knows 
but that the influence of fine Architecture and statuary as in the old 
Forum at Rome, if we had it, might some day by its overshadowing 
influence turn the tide of the populace to right thinking rather than 

to wrong! 
One of the worst features of a bad start is that once created no 

one likes giving up anything fairly good to get something else that 
is better. "It will do," weighs too heavily with us. Few object to 
remove slums to make gardens, but to remove trees to build walls, 
steps, fountains and statues, no matter how necessary they be to our 
city scheme, goes to the heart of us all. Therefore, I say, see that in 
our new city we start with ample provision for its higher needs. 



LOCAL APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES 
OF TOWN PLANNING. 

Paper read at the General Meeting of Members of the Institute, 
by Frank Stapley (F.), 26th June, 1917. 

HE modern movement in Town Planning probably 
owes its birth to the desire to improve the conditions 
brought about by the evils that have developed through 
the rapid growth of the cities and towns in the Old 
Country. Great objection has been taken to the 

manner and method of carrying out these enormous extensions. The 
whole business of laying out the streets and building the houses had 
almost entirely fallen into the hands of the land jobbers and jerry 
builders, with the result that they have built miles and miles of at-
tached or terrace houses of uniform monotonous ugliness. There 
are probably hundreds of miles of these terraces in the streets around 
London, which are built on much the same plan; and similar con-

ditions prevailed in nearly every other city and town. 
It is obvious that these conditions do not apply to Melbourne. 

We certainly have the land jobber and jerry builder, but they are 
not building terraces in our outer suburbs. We have other undesir-
able conditions which require regulating and improving, therefore 
we should welcome and give careful study to Town Planning prin-
ciples, and apply them for the improvement and beautification of the 
metropolis. 

The present restrictions, regulating the laying out, building and 
extending of the metropolis, have been almost entirely of a utilitarian 

[nature 
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nature, with very little regard for the revivifying effect of art, which 
would add so much to the general attractiveness of the whole. 

There can be no question that further restrictions are necessary 
to provide for the artistic building and planning of all extensions, 
which must—amongst other things—provide for the reservation of 
open spaces for parks, gardens, sports grounds, squares and main 
avenues, and sites for buildings of a public nature. 

Our present method of erecting buildings before the roads are 
made, and before the sewers are constructed and water laid on, is radi-
cally wrong and insanitary; it is very necessary, if improved methods 
are to be introduced, that this practice should not be permitted, and 
that provision should be made to prohibit the building of houses be- 
fore these necessary works are completed. 

Provision has been made for all new streets to be not less than 

50 ft. wide. 	This is sufficient for most streets, but main arterial 

roads should be wider aid treated as avenues. For most residential 

streets a carriage way i 8 ft. wide is ample; the footpaths should be 
paved and each 6 ft. wide, this would leave strips between the foot-
paths and road to ft. wide on each side for tree planting. This form 
of construction would cost less to construct and maintain than the 
usual method. The lighting should be by centrally swung lamps to 

avoid the trees. 
The width between the houses is of greater importance than the 

width of the street, therefore there should be a space of not less than 
io feet on the inside of the fence line on which buildings should be 
prohibited. This reserve is usually provided for in England, and 
called the forecourt; !it was for this purpose that the old building 
regulations provided that the building surveyor may define the gen-
eral building line, but it was apparently not understood, and became 

a dead letter. 
The width of streets should be in proportion to their lengths. 

Long straight streets should be avoided because of the unending per-
spective, and cul-de-sacs should be prohibited, because they create 
drainage difficulties and dead ends in the water supply. 

Tree planting in our streets, gardens and parks should be en- 

couraged. In residential streets, if forecourts are provided, the back 
of the footpath—as mentioned before—is the best place. It is not a 
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very creditable fact that a great number of trees have been planted in 
the past which have been neglected, and allowed to die. Tree plant-
ing should only be carried out by trained arboriculturists, and pro-
vision should be made for their proper maintenance. There should 
be no divided control, such as the power given to the Post Office 
authorities to mutilate trees to protect their telephone wires. 

The present want of uniformity and system in our building re-
strictions is most unsatisfactory; if possible, some modified regula-
tions should be made to apply to the whole of the metropolis in 
conformity with modern ideas. Consideration should be given to 
the desirability of adopting zones or areas, to regulate the class of 
buildings to be erected thereon. It is an anomaly that Government 
and municipal buildings are exempt from all regulations—they at 
least should comply. 

The housing question is of great importance and requires very 
careful consideration. It is desirable that facilities should be given 
to families of small means to acquire their own homes, which should 
be within reasonable distance from their places of business. It is 
very probable that the adoption of minimum allotments will defeat 
this object; that is, provided it is intended that one family should 
occupy each allotment, because the cost will be excessive for a man of 
moderate means. Unless there are restrictions as to the class and 
height of buildings erected on these blocks, the effect may be that 
houses 3 or 4 stories high will be erected, which will be inhabited by 
several families; irk other words, these people will be forced to live 
in flats or apartment houses, which surely was never intended. 

Regulations for residences can only provide for a minimum in 
such matters as structural requirements, dimensions of rooms, natural 
lighting and ventilation; and special restrictions for particular lo-
calities might be made. For instance, there might be a limitation in 
the height of houses in some residential streets. 

With regard to open yard spaces, the area allowed should be in 
proportion to the number of stories and the class of building. If 2 
squares are required for a single storied cottage, occupied by one 
family, it is not logical for the same area to be sufficient for a 5 
storied building let out as flats or apartments, and occupied by at 
least io times the number of people. 

[In 
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In small residences some relaxation of conditions might be al- 

lowed. 	For instance, in semi-detached residences the party wall 
above the roof could be omitted with advantage to the appearance. 

The whole of our existing regulations have been framed en-
tirely on utilitarian lines, designed purely for the safety, health and 
comfort of the citizens. 	One of the essentially novel features in 
modern Town Planning is the desire to develop the beautiful. It is 
clear that you cannot estimate the value of living in beautiful sur-
roundings, and the suggestion has been made that it is desirable to 
establish some Architectural standard. It must be remembered that, 
in a young community like ours, we have had little time for anything 
but the utilities of life. As we progress and acquire more wealth 
and leisure we can look forward with confidence to the increased 
growth of a love for the beautiful, and the development of the ar-
tistic, which no doubt will be fostered by a love of our country. 
Great progress has been made in the design and construction of our 
buildings, and it is the buildings that make the city; and it may be 
said they reflect the artistic attainments of the inhabitants. 

We have no official regulations restricting the class or value of 
residential buildings proposed to be erected. That the necessity has 
been felt for some restrictions of this character is proved by the fact 
that private owners have made conditions of sale which provided that 
designs must be submitted for approval, and that the buildings to be 
erected must be of a certain value. 

Also the Government, years ago, sold some of the frontages to 
St. Kilda and Sydney Roads under conditions that only villas or ter-
races could be erected of a certain value, and in accordance with the 
then existing Melbourne Building Regulations. The other frontages 
to those roads were sold without these restrictions. The result is an 
object lesson to anyone studying this question, because the buildings 
on the restricted areas are far superior to those on the unrestricted 
frontages, where they are of a mixed character—including shops, 
publichouses, factories, and residences, with a very broken building 
line, with the residences set back and the business premises built out 
to the street. The general effect is very disappointing, and clearly 
points to the desirability of permanently reserving areas for residen- 
tial buildings. 
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With regard to street Architecture, there is a growing feeling 
that the private owner should not be allowed to build for advertising 
purposes, which would be out of harmony with the surroundings. 
The suggestion to standardise street Architecture would probably 
produce monotony and failure. The question is an important one, 
and should not be left to the engineer alone to decide. A solution 
of the difficulty might be found by appointing a Board of Experts, to 
determine the suitability and Architectural fitness of the designs of 
all buildings in certain principal streets and main avenues; also the 
suitability of designs for distinctive features, such as public buildings, 
bridges, river improvements, squares, monuments and memorials, and 
churches, should be referred to them for approval. 

Recently there has been considerable controversy over our prim-
ary industries, which are classified under our Health Act as noxious 
trades. The popular solution for dealing with these businesses and 
factories is that they are noxious, and cannot be improved, and that 
they should be removed to a remote district, where they could pollute 
the atmosphere with evil sfells without let or hindrance. Obviously 
this is all wrong. The matter is of importance to the whole com-
munity, and is essentially one that requires the very best expert ad- 
vice. It is unquestionable that these industries are necessary; cer-
tainly some of them can be, and have been, driven out of the country. 
There is no doubt that there has been steady improvement in the 
methods of manufacture which have resulted in minimizing the evil 
smells, but still there is room for great improvement. 

The tenure of these properties under the existing restrictions is 
precarious, and probably is responsible for the fact that the buildings 
are mostly dilapidated shanties, erected on low lying Iand near the 
rivers, which were originally both their source of water supply and 
their sewer. Probably it will be found that, if proper methods are 
adopted and enforced, there is no reason why these businesses should 
not be carried on without being a nuisance, but they should be under 
conditions which must be made to apply to them all. They should 
not be allowed in residential areas. 

Factory areas should be defined where these premises and build-
ings could be erected. The first consideration for them is water and 

[sewerage 
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sewerage, also they must not be too remote from the homes of the 
employees, who probably number over 10,000; and the transport of 
material should be considered. The sites should be isolated and the 
machinery and manufacturing methods the most up-to-date, and 
housed in substantial buildings, with impervious floors, tiled walls, 
and changing rooms and lavatory accommodation for the employees. 

The ventilation of the buildings should be designed to confine 
any smells within the buildings to be extracted by fans through fur-
naces, or some other efficient method adopted. 

The buildings should not be allowed to disfigure the landscape. 
They should be designed in a simple manner to give pleasing Archi-
tectural results, and they should be compelled to plant and lay out 
the grounds, and maintain them and the fences in a proper manner. 
The whole question is a matter of great urgency, and requires the 
very best expert advice to overcome the many difficulties. 

There is no doubt that the traffic congestion is the result of bad 
planning. The original lay-out of Melbourne was in rectangular 

blocks, regardless of contour, consequently we have steep gradients 
in many of our streets which the traffic naturally avoids, and prefers 
the easy grades of Flinders Street, Elizabeth Street and parts of 
Swanston and other streets. As these streets form the approaches to 
the bridges and the railway station on the Yarra, the traffic becomes 
concentrated at the intersections of Flinders and Swanston Sts., par-
ticularly between 5 and 6 in the afternoon. Owing to the desire of 
all the electric tramways to continue their trams into the city, and the 
probable conversion of the cable trams into electric traction, every-
thing points to the fact that this congestion will become more and 
more serious unless some remedy is provided which would divert or 

spread the traffic and so give relief. 
The proposal to erect a bridge over the Yarra opposite Spencer 

Street has been under consideration for years, and should in the near 
future be taken in hand again, because it will give an outlet to the 
traffic and help to develop the southern side of the river in an area 
which should be reserved for stores, factories and buildings of that 
class. There are questions of levels, approaches and navigation in 
connection with this proposed bridge which should be determined by 
expert Engineers and Architects. 



YE OLDE ENGLYSHE VILLAGE 

HE Melbourne Town Hall internally has never been 
so completely transformed as it was last month, on 
the occasion of the British Red Cross Appeal, when 
it was in a night and a day metamorphized into 

Pe ®tae engtgshe lDtttage. The build- 
ings were splendidly designed and their erection painstakingly and 
most ably supervised in an honorary capacity by Mr. H. Desbrowe- 
Annear, whose work must have very largely assisted in achieving the 
excellent financial result of the appeal. 
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In dealing with traffic congestion, the result of bad planning, 
other countries in their endeavours to remedy the defects have taken 
drastic action and have cut new streets through the congested centres 
of their cities, and we, in the future, may have to carry out similar 
work. 

Finally, it must be admitted that Town Planning is mostly an 
engineers' job, and that their work in the past has generally been well 
carried out on utilitarian lines, and beneficial as a whole. 

The beautification of the city should not be left more or less to 
chance, therefore provision should be made for the engineer to consult 
with the architect, the artist, and the sculptor, especially with regard 
to the artistic treatment of all matters of public interest connected 
with Town Planning. 
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GENERAL MEETING. 

INUTES of General Meeting of members, held at the 
Rooms, 57 Swanston Street, on Tuesday, June 

26th. 
The Acting President, Mr. Arthur Peck, oc-

cupied the chair. There was a good attendance of 
members and visitors, including the Lord Mayor of Melbourne. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read on a 

show of hands. 
The Acting President reported that a deputation had been ar- 

ranged to ask the Trustees of the Public Library if portion of the 
moneys of the Felton Bequest could not be used for the purchase of 
Architectural models and examples, as are included in the South 
Kensington Museum for the education of Architects. 

 seconded by Mr. It was moved by Mr. Campbell (F.), 
Alsop (F.), and carried: "That the Council of this Institute be asked 
to consider the desirability of approaching the State Government and 
Trustees of Patriotic Funds, with a view of persuading them to pur-
chase suitable suburban land for the purpose of laying out Garden 
Settlements and erecting cottages thereon for returned soliders (who 
may be employed in or about the city) on an approved financial 
scheme somewhat similar to the Clerks' Homes at Glen Huntly." 

Mr. Campbell pointed out the present dearth of houses, and the 
difficulties the returning men will have to obtain housing. 

The Acting President reported that the details of the Town 

Planning Conference to be held in Adelaide in September next had 
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been completed, and that the City Council had voted £50 for the 
exhibition at the Conference of views of Melbourne, a few of which 
had been kindly lent to the Institute, and were standing around the 
walls of the room that evening. 

Mr. Anketell Henderson (F.), moved a vote of thanks to the 
Lord Mayor and City Council for the loan of the beautiful photo- 
graphs of Melbourne shown, Seconded by Mr. Wilson (F.) , and 
supported by Mr. Tompkins (F.). The vote of thanks was carried 
by acclamation. 

The Lord Mayor thanked the members for the vote, and invi-
tation to the meeting. He was glad to be present, as the Institute 
had many interests in common with the City Council in matters re-
lating to the city. He had a great belief in Melbourne, and was 
very proud of it as a city. 

The Chairman then called on Mr. Butler (F.) , to read a paper 
on "The Architectural Aspects of Town Planning." After Mr. 
Butler had read his paper, Mr. Stapley (F.) , read a paper entitled 
"Local Application of Principles of Town Planning." Both these 
papers appear in the "Proceedings." 

Mr. Morrell (F.) , then showed a number of slides illustrating 
points in the papers. 

Mr. Haddon (F.), moved a vote of thanks to Messrs. Butler, 
Stapley and Morrell. He thought Mr. Butler rather pessimistic. 
For 70 years' growth Melbourne was a wonderful city. There were 
faults in the plan, but much was good; the conditions here were not 
the same as in England ; at present there was no money for big schemes 
The altering of the course of the Yarra was out of the question now. 
Town Planners should seek to preserve beauties and not destroy. 
Unsightly advertisements should not be allowed. 

Mr. Anketell Henderson (F.), in seconding the motion, said 
that laying out estates on modern lines paid, and gave an in-
stance at Heidelberg, where all the allotments had been sold at good 
prices. 

Mr. Ellery said he regarded Mr. Butler's paper as the paper of 
an optimist, who, he considered, had "hitched his waggon to a star," 
and that optimism was the proper attitude in Town Planning. He 

[thought 
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thought Melbourne was a fine city, larger and busier than Adelaide, 
where he came from. Still, there were blots in Melbourne about 
which it was necessary to be candid. Mr. Stapley's paper was a 
useful one and packed with information. 

Mr. Burne said that where money was spent on Town Planning 
there was an increase in land values, which compensated owners. 
hIe thought that the tiled floors and dadoes mentioned by Mr. Stap-
ley in buildings for noxious trades would mop up all the profit of 
the businesses. Town Planning hinged on the Architects, and made 
the registration of Architects all the more necessary. It was quite 
as important that they should be registered as doctors and lawyers. 

Mr. Morrell (F.), said that Town Planning was the business 
of the Architect and Engineer. Eminent Town Planners in Eng-
land and abroad were drawn from both professions. The work 
should be done by both in consultation. The training of the Archi-
tect developed the beautification aspect. Municipal expenditure on 
slums was a national economy, it removed sickness and conserved 
lives, which was the best investment for public money. The zoning 
system should be adopted, and buildings confined to areas allotted to 
them. Tree planting required to be done with judgment; some cities 

were spoilt by bad tree planting. 
Mr. Reed said he was glad to hear that there was disagreement 

as to which profession was paramount in Town Planning. The 
Surveyor's work was of great importance in the lay-out of towns. 
In Melbourne great attention was paid to the elevation of buildings, 

but very little to skylines. 
Mr. Catani said that Central Melbourne had been well and 

generously laid out, but the outlying districts were left to the avarice 
of the owners. A body should be created to look after these mat- 

ters. 
Mr. Rigby said that he was glad to find the Architects, Sur- 

veyors, and Engineers vying with each other for the honor of plan-
ning the towns. Authority was required to prevent the abuses men-
tioned by Mr. Catani and he believed in some of the suburbs only 

2 per cent. of the ground was allotted to open spaces. 
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THE ROYAL GOLD MEDAL. 

HE Royal Institute of British Architects this year pre- 
sents the Royal Gold Medal to Henri Paul Nenot, 
the distinguished French Architect. 	The circum- 
stances were never more creditable, and the reci-
pient never more worthy of the great honor which 

Architects and all others interested in Architecture are now privileged 
to offer M. Nenot. After fighting in the Franco-Prussian war in 
1870, he won the Grand Prix de Rome, at the age of 24, and 
travelled for some years in Italy, Greece, Turkey and Egypt. For 
his subsequent career we are indebted to the "Building News," of 
February 28th, 1917: 

The time of his return to France was concurrent with an international 
competition tor the monument td Victor Emmanuel at Rome, in which 240 
competitors engaged. The first prize was awarded to Nenot, and although 
as a foreigner the erection of the monument was not entrusted to him, the 
sum of 5o,000 francs which was attached to the prize became his; and, 
thanks to that magnificent windfall, he was able to take part in the com-
petition for the new Sorbonne. Here again he won the first prize. It was 
feared at first that he would be debarred from carrying out the work on the 
ground of his youth. All obstacles, however, were overcome, and Nenot 
set about his work; and after seventeen years of colossal labour Paris was 
endowed with a monument that is the envy of the world. 

Recognising his services, the French Government nominated him Chev-
alier of the Legion of Honour in 1885, Officer in 1895, and Commander in 
1900. 	In 1895 the Academie des Beaux Arts called him to the Institute 
of France. In 1900 he received the Grand Prize of the Universal Exhibi-
tion. In 1903 the Central Society of French Architects, which had awarded 
him its Grand Medal in 188z, made him its, President. 

He is Inspector-General of Civil Buildings and National Palaces, and 
a long list of greater and lesser works testifies to the continued activity 
and maturity of his genius. 

Enjoying the homage of all his fellow-countrymen, by whom his achieve-
ments are counted as among the greatest contributions of his time to the 
glory of France, it isi a gratification to all of us to record the tribute that 
has been so judiciously paid him by the award of the Royal Gold Medal. 

[Along 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

RCHITECTURAL TOYS.---At the Third British In- 
dustries Fair, recently held at the Victoria and Al-

bert Museum, London, toys figured largely, although 
not an "essential industry." One of these exhibits 
is particularly interesting to Architects. It consists 
of a variety of building blocks packed in various 

sized and priced boxes, with plans and drawings. Each box is num-
bered and progressive, and supplemental to the one preceding it, so 
that the student may advance gradually from the construction of the 
simplest cottage to the complete cathedral. The series has been spec-
ially designed by Mr. Arnold Mitchell, and is in every way infin-
itely superior to anything of the sort we have seen before, the designs 

and plans being based on really technical and scientific principles. 

New Enlistments and Promotions.--The following additional 

names have been added to our Honour Roll:—A. B. Koch (son of 
John A. B. Koch, Past President of the Institute), who has joined 
the Aviation Corps at Point Cook; M. Finlayson, C. M. C. Chase, 
Lieutenant W. A. Graham; C. L. Ruck, J. de Graaff. The fol-
lowing have been promoted :—F. C. Sale, M.C., Capt.; L. B. Rule, 

Capt.; A. W. Keown, Lieut. 

Royal Academy Exhibition.—The Royal Academy at this year's 

exhibition has for the first time admitted photographs of Architec-
tural work and Sculpture. Photographs are of great value to Ar- 

chitects, as faithful reproductions of representative work, and it is 
thought the innovation will afford an excellent opportunity of show- 
ing the best qualities of design and workmanship in a manner ac-
cessible to all. Our own members might well consider the forward-
ing of photographs of their own work for next year's exhibition. 

War Restrictions on Paper.—The English Architectural and 

building publications have for some time been intimating that they 
will either have to drastically diminish the size of their papers or 
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increase the price, or perhaps both, on account of the importation of 
paper having been cut down under war restrictions from r,28o,000 
tons to 640,000 tons per annum. 

War Museum.—Among the great building projects spoken of in 
England is a War Museum, which it is taken for granted will be 
erected after the war. "The Engineer," in a recent issue, hopes 
that such a building will be designed by an Architect. "We want a 
new building designed now, whilst the artists and Architects are 
fired with the feelings of the war, a building that will express all 
that the war means to us, a building democratic in essence, celebrat-
ing the triumphs of freedom won through the stress and bitterness 
of war by the united effort of free peoples. We don't want to be 
told that our Architects are incapable of expressing great emotions." 

An Interesting Law Case.—A case of interest to the profession 
was recently decided in Melbourne, and reported in the "Age" :—A 
claim by a lady Architect for fees for plans and specifications pre-
pared and work done, was brought recently in the County Court be-
fore Judge Eagleson, the hearing of which raised some interesting 
issues. Plaintiff was Marion Mahony Griffin, of National Mutual 
Buildings, Collins Street, Melbourne (the wife of Walter B. Griffin, 
the Architect for the Federal Capital), and defendant was R H. 
Reeves, of Nott Street, East Malvern. Plaintiff's demand was for 
work, labour and attendances performed by her at defendant's re-
quest; for sketch, plans, and specifications prepared; and for commis-
sion on the erection of a house at Wattle Tree Road, East Malvern. 
In the alternative, plaintiff demanded damages for the copy and use 
of her copyright plans and designs for a suburban residence. Plain-
tiff claimed £105. The general defence was that a house was or-
dered at a total cost of £14o0; that satisfactory plans for such a 
building had never been forthcoming; and that plaintiff now claimed 
£105 for services which had not been of the slightest value to de-
fendant, inasmuch as the plans had not complied with his stipulated 
requirements. Judge Eagleson said the evidence showed that de-
fendant placed a limit on the cost of the building at £ 1400. and re-
quested plaintiff to prepare him certain sketches accordingly, Plain- 

[tiff 
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tiff said that her terms were 7i per cent. for the building complete. 
This was made up of 24 per cent. for a sketch, 2-/ per cent. for 

working drawings, and 2-i per cent. for final supervision of the com-

plete building. Plaintiff knew from the first that a specific amount 
stipulated, including a hot water service, was not to be exceeded. 
Her duty as an Architect was to give the best services possible to 
defendant, in accordance with his requirements. But instead of pro-

ducing a sketch plan for a building costing £1400, or anything like 

that sum, she produced one the cost of which would be somewhere 

near £2000. or over. Subsequently certain modifications were made 
in the plan, which amended plan, however, defendant declined to 
accept. In the house, as finally erected by another person, his Honor 
expressed the opinion that there had been no infringement of plain-
tiff's copyright plans. He held that plaintiff had not carried out 
what defendant had requested in regard to the preparation of plans 
of a house costing £1400, and gave judgment for defendant, with 

costs. 
The lesson to be learned from this decision is that if Architects 

prepare plans for buildings that will cost forty or fifty per cent. more 
than the client intends to spend, he does so at his own risk, and 
surely most of us know this already. (Ed.). 

Architectural Museum. — A deputation from the Council 
waited upon the National Gallery Trustees at the Public 
Library on 29th June, to urge that a portion of the 
money available for purchases for the gallery be spent on 
Architectural examples and models of standard works. 	The 

deputation received an attentive and sympathetic hearing. The Chair-
man, Mr. H. G. Turner, said that the Trustees had carefully read 
and considered the article on the subject appearing in the May 
number of the Institute "Journal," which put the case well and made 
clear the desirability of improving the Architectural exhibits. At 
the same time Mr. Turner pointed out that no space was at present 
available for a separate Architectural gallery, which was what the 
deputation desired in the future. No doubt at a later period, when 
money became available for the erection of more buildings, the claims 

of the Architects for a gallery should have careful consideration. 
The members of the deputation inspecting the gallery afterwards 
thought that Architectural exhibits might well be displayed on certain 
walls and in odd spaces in the technological gallery, that would enrich 
and benefit the Museum both from the educative and public interest 



points of view. It was thought that to fill a gallery of Architecture 
would take a long time, and that in the meantime opportunities of 
purchases in the old world were being missed, and that good work 
would be done by making a commencement as soon as possible with 
the collection of smaller Architectural specimens, such as wall panel-
ling, mantelpieces, mural monuments, wrought iron work, models, 
casts, and so on and so forth, that could be placed against the walls, 
behind or over existing exhibits, or in such like places, in the present 
gallery, and that would be of the kind to form the nucleus of a coI-
lection of Architectural subjects ready to start a new gallery when in 
years to come we might hope to have it erected. 

VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
 STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

URING the month of May the Society had the pleas- 
ure ~~Ià ~►̀~~-~ 

 of an extremely interesting paper on "Town 
Planning," by Mr. J. E. Burke. Mr. Burke
brought along a number of very fine lantern views, i'~•.=- ='c""' 
and with the aid of the Society's lantern, these views 

were from time to time thrown upon the screen, illustrating the 
paper as it was read. Views were shown of Letchworth, Hamps-
stead, Port Sunlight, and other Garden Cities of England. Views 
of slums were also shown, and it was seen how ugly and unhealthy 
they were, and how beautiful and healthy the Garden Cities. The 
death rates of the various slums were contrasted with the death rates 
of the Garden Cities, showing that of the slums to be appallingly 
high in comparison. 

On June 27th, the Half-yearly Meeting of the Society was held, 
in the form of a dinner, when 27 members and friends attended the 
Cafe Francais, where a most enjoyable evening was spent. The 
guest of the Society was Lieut. A. W. Keown, a former member of 
the V.A.S.S., who has returned from the war. Several toasts were 
honoured, and after dinner numerous musical items and other enter-
tainments were enjoyed, contributing to a most enjoyable evening. 

L. C. HOPKINS, Hon. Sec. 
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