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PRESIDENTIAL. ADDRESS. 

Read at the Annual Meeting, February 27th, 1917. 

ENTLEMEN,—My year of office as your President ter- 
minates to-day. Your Council has been good enough to 
nominate me for a second year of office, and the delivery 
of my Presidential address offers me an opportunity to 
review the last year's work and to indicate to you out- 

lines for suggested work by the Council and the Institute for 1917-18. 
In reviewing the work of the past year, I will take first the 

Conference on Australian Timbers, Forestry and Re-afforestation 
which I suggested early in the last year. It was held in November 
last, and by its composition, based on the widest representation of 
experts in all branches covered by its enquiry, succeeded in bringing 
into discussion the vital problems of this important subject. It ter-
minated with a resolution since presented to the Government of the 
State of Victoria, drawing attention to the necessity of Forestal and 
Silvicultural control being placed in the hands of an expert Board, 
and desiring the placing on the Statute Book of a new Forestry Act. 
The work of the Conference must not be allowed to rest here, I 
ask all members of this Institute and delegates to the Conference to 
set to work forthwith and earnestly promote agitation by the public 
to bring to a successful issue the desired ends. Unfortunately trees 
have no votes, and those interested actively and patriotically in the 
promoting of economic stability, are, I am sorry to say, but few— 
consequently the inertia of Parliament is difficult to overcome. 	I 
hope the suggestion of forming a sub-committee of this Institute to 
deal with forestal and timber matters will be adopted. For some time 

[lately 
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lately I have carried out most of the joinery in buildings erected 
under my firm in Australian hardwoods, and I can assure you that 
I have had very little trouble with it and the satisfaction my clients 
have expressed and the beauty of the result have more than repaid 
me for the slight extra trouble. 

This country is blessed by having a great variety of natural 
products, and I suggest to this Institute as a work of usefulness to 
the State, that it should actively help in the promotion of the manu-
facture and use of articles and materials which up to the present are 
not made here, A certain conservatism that has beeen charged against 
the British manufacturer can also be made against his Australian 
Congener. Take the question of bricks, structurally they could not 
be better, but comparing the variety in texture and color offered by 
the American brickmaker, and where are we? Ask for something 
special, one is immediately met with the reply tantamount to "Take 
what we give or leave it." This is not the way for advancement. 
This question you might take up. Representation on and working 
with "The Institute of Victorian Industries," would, I think, be an 
advisable way of dealing with this matter.'. 

I regret to say that the Bill for the Registration of Architects 
has not yet been enacted, but it has been drafted, and will, I under-
stand, be introduced in the State Parliament in the forthcoming ses-
sion as a Ministerial measure. Owing to the statement that some 
Architects have seen fit to throw obstacles in the way of their pupils 
attending the University course, Mr. Anketell Henderson, the lately 
resigned lecturer in Architecture, has drawn the attention of the State 
Government to this difficulty and has desired that compulsory pro-
vision be made in the Bill for time to be allowed to attend University 
and Technical School lectures. There is some divergence of opinion 
as to the best method of ensuring this. Personally, I think it is ad-
visable that Mr. Henderson's suggestion be adopted in the interest 
of the Students, thus placing the matter outside the regulations to 
be drawn up by the Registration Board whose personnel would be 
a changing factor from time to time. 

I suggest to members of this Institute the formation of a Build-
ing Advice Bureau for Returned Soldiers. As your President I have 
given honorary advice in several cases when asked to do so, and I 
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am sure all our members would do likewise even if up to the present 
they have not done so, but organise it. Organise this Bureau, help 
the repatriated soldiers to have well designed, well-built homes, pre-
paring plans of suitable type and construction to the betterment of 
Australian taste. As a rule this work would not come our way. It 
offers a great opportunity to show that good work need not be costly. 
The Bureau could also advise in those cases where repatriates are in 
difficulties with the sort of builder-agent they generally fall in with. 
Suitable type plans for cottages and small farm houses might well be 
provided by our members. The Royal Institute of British Architects 
is doing much work of a patriotic nature and we owe an imperative 
duty to our Empire not to lag behind. A field for our energy is in 
the vocational education of the repatriates, and I would suggest to 
some of those who are staying behind that they should offer their 
services to the War Council in the great work of industrial organisa-
tion mandatory for the settlement of this vital need. Room for the 
employment of some repatriates might well be found in Forestry and 
Re-afforestation. 

This brings me to the necessity for improvement and co-ordin-
ation in Architectural training. At present its conditions are some-
what chaotic. We have an incomplete system, stopping too often 
with the knowledge acquired during articles, amplified in some cases 
by Technical School work, and in rarer cases extended through the 
University course. To me all this is haphazard. We have Techni-
cal Schools, teaching, in some cases, I am afraid, rather superficially 
a sort of planning and type of design that helps the quackery of the 
jerry builder to attract his customers by the display of meretricious 
features and a colour beyond the reach of that of materials. Thus 
we produce the half baked journeyman quasi-architect. Had I not 
received a call of the greatest insistence I hoped to have thrown my-
self with eagerness and enthusiasm into the work of the lectureship 
in Architecture at the University, but that is as it may be, and I 
am sure that in the hands to which the work has been entrusted, the 
work will go on and keep up the traditions made by our revered 
Anketell Henderson, who has only given up his more active par-
ticipation in the promotion of Architectural education, on account 

[of 
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of much private practice, and I hope, only slight, bad health. He 
will, however, still act as an honorary lecturer at the Melbourne 
University, and will, I hope earnestly, add many years of great use-
fulness in the important foundation of education. 

The plan as I see it most likely to produce the type of well 
instructed and all round practitioner is the formation of a complete 
Architectural school at the University with a Faculty and a Chair of 
Architecture, a school having full educational facilities, museum, lib-
rary, modelling and freehand school (this might well be carried on at 
the National Gallery), an atelier for the teaching of project design 
and detail, the design and plan side to be made the preponderant ele-
ment, for it is by this that building is either Architecture or is not. 
To this school would come the acolyte of our art after a liberal pub-
lic school education, in which the literary side had been given due pro-
minence. A matriculant, he would be working for his degree, and 
come to his office work after considerable training, to do his term of 
practical application. He should in addition, have a knowledge of 
the three arts, Painting, Sculpture, and Music. In Literature, he 
would have gained that added charm and humanising that discrimin-
ation in the selection of the best make for; his Alma Mater would, 
as Bacon puts it, make him realise that, "If the force of Custom, 
simple and separate, be great, the force of custom, copulate and con-
joined and collegiate, is far greater. For there example teacheth, 
company comforteth, emulation quickeneth, glory raiseth, so as in 
such places the force of custom is in his exaltation. Certainly, the 
great multiplication of virtues upon human nature resteth upon so-
cieties well ordained and disciplined." 

And so somewhat sketchily we leave our neophyte, but we can 
if we will it make the dream come true. 

In technical education (I am considering the Arts and Crafts 
side mainly) we see a great improvement in the last few years 
under the fostering, critical care of my friend Mr. Carew-Smyth, we 
see an avoidance of that type of set departmental design which did 
so much not so long ago to make "South Kensington" a bye-word, but 
we have changed all that.. Individuality is aimed at, and creative 
thought put into the work. I have been much charmed with the grace-
ful and distinguished, and above all rightly reticent, treatment of some 
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examples of work produced by our Schools. In the recent A.N.A. 
Exhibition I was struck by some examples of fine craftsmanship and 
restrained design that were exhibited by much more of the work. I 
was, however, struck in another degree, but on the whole it is en-
couraging. 

For some years past I have been on the selection committee of the 
Arts and Crafts Society of Victoria. I note with satisfaction that the 
standard, both of design and workmanship, is improving very much. 
The insistence on the freakiest conventioning of the more remarkable 
specimens of our fauna and flora is not now so rampant. Kangaroos, 
kookaburras, and wattle do not comprise all our motifzsation. In this 
regard, it were well if more of our members interested themselves 
in the Arts and Crafts Society, and would arrange to have their 
more special details in metal and woodwork carried out by some of 
its expert professional members. 

In all the Societies I am connected with, I notice that " that 
tired feeling" that unfortuately seems too general, militates adversely 
against. progress—dare I breathe it, I am afraid we somewhat suffer 
from it ourselves, and let me suggest some further efforts to remove it. 
We are not controlling as we ought to do the Town Planning 
Question. 

You know what of old was said, so much of our proverbial 
philosophy carries great truths—"God made the Country, the Devil 
made the Town," and indeed to me the Father of. Lies seems to have 
been very busy in what might have been and used to claim on such 
slender grounds the proud title of "Queen City of the South." Are we 
taking enough thought for its future growth ? Parking is required 
in the newer suburbs. Our slums are with us yet. "Show me what 
your people live in and I will tell you what they are," might well be 
said. Doesn't much of our industrial unrest, much of our uncon-
trolled youth and our inefficiency in economic production come hence! 
Let us have a passion for tidiness, avoid slacking, and think things 
out. A great step in advance has been made in that this Institute 
has delegated some of its members of its Council to a Government-
instituted Conference on the preparation of Suburban Building Regu-
lations, which we, who know how great the necessity for, must ac- 

[tively 
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tively stress. My personal opinion is that the Melbourne and Metro-
politan Board of Works should be the controlling authority, and 
might well take over factory, health, lift inspection, greater Mel-
bourne planning and cognate matters, so that our city, as far as its 
growth and building is concerned, would progress on sound well-
thought out principles. The Board has the organisation and leading 
that with some necessary modifications and extensions would make 
it the best body for the purpose of control of a growing organism 
such as our metropolis. 

After the war, there will be many monuments and memorials 
erected to our soldiers and sailors. Will our slipshod way of doing 
things be perpetuated ? No. They must not. A committee of 
selection must be appointed, formed of men of known critical judg-
ment, so that one's walks abroad need not be disturbed by more of the 
atrociously inept than we have at present. To mention only a small 
thing, in a way—lately, near the summit of Mount Donna Buang, 
has been erected, I know not by whom, but doubtless some public 
authority, a drinking fountain of cemented concrete of somewhat 
sarcophagus-like proportions decorated with the stock urn of some 
suburban plasterer and two futilely unleonine "lions' heads" as water 
ejectors. This, the dream of some retired confectioner for his sub-
urban "landscape garden" is set amidst some of the finest scenery in 
Victoria, to pollute with its malapropism a mountain spring. Dacite 
of pleasing colour is all around, which, if simply treated on archi-
tectonic lines, might well have given an added beauty to the scene. 
How much better they do this and so many other things in France. 
France to whom mainly we owe our pleasant meeting together to-
night, to whom we owe so much that has humanised and cultivated 
our outlook on life, Art and letters and has influenced our race, blood 
of our blood, to those fine issues that send forth crusaders to search for 
a Holy Grail for our Sacrament of Nationhood. Dear France, that 
gave to us those Comacine masters who wrought and designed, with 
their great cunning and artifice, those fanes which must never be 
desecrated by the foul bred Hun, whose destruction of those fine 
wrought heirlooms of our Art, in Belgium and France, calls all who 
can to avenge. Thank God we are with the right. Ranged with 
our fellow-Latins in defence of civilisation and the arts of peace, 
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realising, I hope, at last how little of Teutonic there can be in our 
intricately interwoven descent. 

I come now to another matter. I wish to express the deep 
sense of personal loss I feel in the death of our late Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. John Little, with whom I have been closely associated for sev-
eral years as a member of Council. For some little time before his 
death those who saw him often could hardly fail to notice that his 
health was failing. For many years he served us well, sparing not 
himself in the work of this Institute, the continuing thread for so 
long a time of so many Councils. He leaves us at an age when he 
reasonably might have looked forward to a further time of the ex-
tended usefulness of a ripe experience and an old age, gilded in its 
retrospect by memories of efforts he had made for the causes he loved 
so well. 

I thank you for the great trust you reposed in me a year ago. 
I received the honour you did me with great diffidence. My year 
of office has been of great interest to me, and if I have failed as my 
own critical faculty tells me in coming up to your expectations, I crave 
your kindly thoughts during my forthcoming absence from my plea-
sant association with you and with the Council and officers of the In-
stitute who have so loyally supported me. Speaking now, somewhat 
detachedly from the Council, I can assure you that you owe a great 
debt to those members of Council who so earnestly devote their time 
to the affairs of this Institute. The number of Council and Com-
mittee meetings is large and takes up much time. It were well if 
members generally realised that it is not quite so easy as it looks, and 
by regular attendance and discussion at meetings increased the useful-
ness of the Institute. Gentlemen, I thank you for your patient 
hearing of my somewhat discursive address, in which, however, I 
have tried to express some of the ideas that are very dear to me, and 
hope that if you approve of them that you will work so that they 
be given effect to. If you do that, I will count it high reward. 

[Annual 



ANNUAL MEETING. 

February 27th, 1917. 

HE Annual Meeting of members of the Institute was 
held at the rooms, 57 Swanston Street, on 'T uesday, 
February 27th, at 8 o'clock. The President, Mr. 
W. A. M. Blackett, occupied the chair, and at the 
opening of the meeting feelingly referred to the death 

of the late Honorary Secretary, Mr. John Little. He asked members 
to stand silently for a few moments in token of the deep sense of 
their appreciation of the personal bereavement felt by all, and as an 
acknowledgment of the intense loss sustained by the Institute in the 
lamented death of our esteemed late Honorary Secretary, Mr. John 
Little. 

Correspondence. 
A letter was read from Mr. Ernest Newton, the President of 

the R.I.B.A., acknowledging receipt of fraternal greetings from the 
R.V.I.A., and stating that he would have much pleasure in forward-
ing messages received from the R.V.I.A. to representative Societies 
of our Allies. 

Mr. Anketell Henderson, in a letter to the President, regretted 
his inability to attend the meeting, and in regard to Architectural 
pupils' education he stated 	"I intend to devote myself this year 
to an attempt to secure fair play to students in offices, which, at pres-
ent, do not assist students to obtain higher technical knowledge, and, 
as you know already, I have been in correspondence with the 
Secretary and Minister of Public Works with reference to adding 
to the Registration of Architects' Bill clauses to protect students and 
pupils, by making it illegal for an architect to accept a premium for 
articles, or pay a reduced salary in consideration of articles, unless at-
tendance at technical or university lectures is allowed during office 
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hours. The matter has been referred to the Parliamentary draughts-
man. I hope that the new Council will take the matter in hand 
promptly, and so do something to remedy the present unsatisfactory 
state of affairs. While Lecturer at the University I was not so free 
to act as I am now. Yours faithfully, ANKETELL HENDERSON." 

An intimation that will be most welcome to members was re-
ceived from the Secretary of the Institute of Architects of New South 
Wales, informing the R.V.I.A. that an agreement had been com-
pleted with the publishers of "Architecture" (late Salon) under 
which the publishers agree to furnish a free copy of "Architecture" 
to every member of the R.V.I.A., and that the same would be postea 
direct to each member by the publishers. The letter concludes witn 
the graceful statement that "under the new regime the Council con-
fidently anticipates absence of all causes tending to injure the harmon-
ious relationship existing between the various State Institutes." 

The President stated that he had written Mr. Ernest Newton, 
President of the R.I.B.A., asking if he could send out some specimens 
of good draughtsmanship, also some architectural casts and models 
for educational purposes at the University. He had also written to 
Sir Baldwin Spencer, who was on a visit to England, asking if he 
could collect and send us any information that in his opinion would 
be of service here relating to the curriculum in use in Architectural 
schools in Great Britain. 

A communication was received from Mr. A. W. Purnell, afford-
ing the information that "the Minister of Forests, the Honorable T. 
Livingston, M.L.A., had recently decided upon a bold policy of Affor-
estation, and in connection with this he had decided to plant an avenue 
of trees to be called the Livingston Avenue, from the Grand Pacific 
Hotel to Split Point Lighthouse, a distance of eleven miles, to be 
extended around the coast of Victoria." Mr. Purnell also suggested 
that this would afford outdoor work for returned soldiers, and that 
the public were asked to each contribute a tree to which "his or her 
name would be affixed on a medallion to the tree." 

In discussion of the correspondence, the President expressed the 
opinion that tree planting in piecemeal, such as that suggested at 
Lorne by Mr. Purnell, was somewhat chimerical. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. Stapley said that trees were often planted in unsuitable 
places, and either died or did not mature and he thought this might 
occur in the place suggested. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins said he thought that this proposition of 
planting a belt of trees around the coast had nothing to do with 
Architects, and that it was a matter quite apart, and of little import-
ance in comparison with the great question of Afforestation, in which 
the Institute was so profoundly interested. 

Ceased to be Members.—The President announced that W. E. 
Oldham, C. L. Oldham, and A. H. Masters had ceased to be mem-
bers of the Institute. 

Nomination.--Gordon I. Sutherland was nominated for Asso- 

ciateship. 	The nomination papers were signed by Percy Oakden 

(F.) , and C. H. Ballantyne (F.) . 
Quantities.—The President reported that a recent Conference 

between representatives of the Institute and of the Master 
Builders' Association had been held with the object of coming to an 
agreement as to the preparation of quantities for comparatively small 
works. As a result of the negotiations the letter following had been 

received from the Master Builders 
Melbourne, 27th February, 1917. 

The Hon. Secretary, 
The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, 

Dear Sir, 
I am directed to inform you that at the Special General Meet-

ing held last night, the matters agreed upon at the Conference be-
tween your representatives and the representatives of my Association, 
viz.:—"For all works costing over £2500 for which competitive 
prices are invited, either publicly or privately, quantities shall be 
supplied. In the event of a dispute as to the cost of a work, the 
plans and specifications shall be submitted to the President or the 
Vice-President of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects and to 
the President or the Vice-President of the Master. Builders' Asso-
ciation of Melbourne, as Arbitrators and, if the Arbitrators decide 
that quantities are required, quantities shall be supplied, or, if the 
Arbitrators decide that quantities are not required quantities need not 
be supplied. 
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The decision of the Arbitrators shall be final and binding, and 
contractors may tender accordingly. 

After tenders have been received, the Architect may request one 
of the tenderers to submit within three days his priced copy of the 
quantities for the purpose of a contract. In the event of the Archi-
tect being unable to come to an agreement with the tenderer, the 
Architect shall return the priced copy of the quantities to the tenderer 
before opening negotiations with another tenderer. 

The priced copy of the quantities is supplied for the confidential 
use of the Architect." 

Yours faithfully, 

JAS. W. NEILSON. 

The meeting expressed itself as being glad to ratify the arrange-
ment made by the Council with the Master Builders in regard to 
quantities, and members were urged to adhere to the arrangement in 
all cases. Pleasure was felt at the inclusion by the Builders of the 
second clause in their letter endorsing the arrangement that an Ar-
chitect may request a tenderer to submit his priced quantities, return 
them and negotiate with another tenderer if necessary. 

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 1916. 

N exhaustive report was read before the meeting by 
Mr. Campbell, Assistant Hon. Secretary, travers- 
ing the year's work of the Council and of the Insti- 
tute, which for the third successive year found itself 
occupied with considerations and affairs governed 

by war conditions, which had resulted in its efforts being directed 
wherever possible towards work bearing on the economic condition 
of the State and its incidence upon the practice of Architecture. 

Council Meetings. 
During the year the Council held 17 meetings, at which the fol-

lowing attendances are registered :—W. A. M. Blackett, 17 ; Arthur 

[Peck 
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Peck, 15; H. W. Tompkins, 15; W. M. Campbell, 18 ; John Little, 
(deceased) , 13; E. A. Bates, 12; A. S. Eggleston, 9; Percy Oakden, 
8; J. S. Watts, 17; Sydney H. Wilson, 7; J. S. Gawler (enlisted), 
I I. 

Emergency Committee, 5 Meetings.—W. A. M. Blackett, 3; H. 
W. Tompkins, 5; Percy Oakden, 3; John Little, 5; E. A. Bates, 4; 
Arthur Peck, 4; A. Henderson, 2; W. M. Campbell, 4. 

Library and Social Committee, 3 Meetings.—W. A. M. Blackett, 
3; W. R. Butler, 2 ; John Little, 2 ; Herbert Black, 2 ; W .M. Camp-
bell, 3; A. S. Eggleston, 3 ; J. S. Gawler, 2; J. H. Harvey, 2 ; J. S. 

Watts, 1; J. H. Jorgensen, r. 

Membership. 
Several new members had been admitted during the war, while 

the roll had been depleted by deaths and other causes. The member-
ship at the close of the year was as follows :—Fellows, 70; as against 
71 a year ago. Hon. Fellows, 2; as against 3. Associates, 52; as 
against S3. Students, 3o; as against 21 last year. It will be noted 
that, so far, the trying times have not materially affected the member-
ship. 

General Meetings. 
During the session, the following General Meetings were held, 

and papers read 
Tuesday, March 28th: Holophane Illumination, by H. V. Mac-

kinney. 
Tuesday, May 3oth : "A Week with the Architectural Asso-

ciation Before the War," by Walter R. Butler (F.), F.R.I.B.A. 
Tuesday, August 1st: "The Fundamental Principles of Town 

Planning," with lantern illustrations, by J. C. Morrell (F.), 
A.R.I.BA. His Excellency, Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson, the Gov-
ernor-General, was present at this meeting and contributed some poig-
nant and valuable remarks to the discussion. 

Tuesday, September 26th: Discussion of matters arising out of 
the war. 

Tuesday, December i zth : "Grading and Classification of Aus-
tralian Timbers," by Louis C. Moore ( Jas. Moore & Co.) . 
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Obituary. 
The Council regretted to have to record, besides the death of Mr. 

John Little, that of Lieut. A. S. Williams (A.), who was killed in 
France, fighting for his King and country, on 22nd July, 1916. 

Members on Active Service. 
During the past year the number of members on active service 

had increased from 6 to 15, and the number of Students from 44 to 
6o. (A complete list of these gallant defenders of our country's wel-
fare is printed on another page in this issue.) 

Practice of Members on Active Service. 
Early in the year consideration was given by the Council to the 

matter of protection of members' practices while absent on war ser-
vice, and some suggestions were laid before members that it was 
thought would form a working basis for the carrying on by a locum 
tenens on a basis that was deemed to be fair to both. These pro-
posals were printed in the July number of "The Journal," and it is 
hoped may assist in simplifying business matters for our valiant 
members who enlist. 

University Lectures.---- During the past year the University Lec-
tures had been carried on in the Institute Rooms for the convenience 
of Students, and this practice may be adopted again in the coming 
year. 

Working Men's College.—The Institute had again devoted the 
sum of £5/5/- to be expended on prizes for the best work by the 
College Students in the Building Construction and Architectural 
classes. 

R.I.B.A. Exams.---At the request of the Royal Institute of Brit-
ish Architects, an examination for admission to its membership was 
held by the Education Committee, and the papers forwarded to Lon-
don. 

Federal Council of the Australian Institutes of Architects. — A 
meeting of this Council was held at Adelaide in May last, when the 
R.V.I.A. representatives, Messrs. Bates and Tompkins, were present. 
A number of matters of Federal interest were discussed and minor 
amendments to the Constitution were agreed to, and the suggestions 

[of 
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of the R.V.I.A. respecting the Regulations for Architectural Com-
petitions were discussed and in some cases adopted. At the close of 
the Conference, the delegates passing through Melbourne had an inter-
view with the Minister of Home Affairs respecting Commonwealth 
buildings, and while the delegation received a favorable reception, 
the recent change in the political personnel will probably mean start-
ing de novo. 

Building Regulations.—The Council as far as possible has kept 
in close touch with any amendments made in the Building and Fac-
tory Regulations. A Bill to amend the Suburban Building Regulations 
was read in the Legislative Council towards the end of last session. 
As a number of the measures were considered to be unpractical in char-
acter, representatives of the Council waited on the Minister of Pub-
lic Works with the result that the Bill was withdrawn, and an expert 
committee appointed to make recommendations to the Minister for 
the framing of a new Bill. 

Conditions of Contract.—A draft copy of the suggested new 
Conditions of Contract as compiled by the Council, has been for-
warded to the Master Builders' Association. The lines laid down 
by the R.I.B.A. in their Conditions of Contract were generally 
adopted, and further consideration of the matter will be one of the 

first duties of the incoming Council. 
Public Competitions.--- The University Extension competition 

was dealt with in last year's report, but since then the University 
Council has intimated that it could not alter its decision to have the 
work carried out by the Public Works Department. 

Competitions for Tea Rooms, etc., at St. Kilda for the Prahran 
and Malvern Tramway Trust.— The Council was unable to obtain 
satisfactory conditions from the Trust, and asked members to refrain 
from competing. Owing to the prolonged negotiations, the warning 
was sent out rather late. It is to be regretted, however, that all 
members did not support the Council's efforts in the matter. 

Federal Parliament House Competition.—The Council expended 

a considerable amount of effort in assisting the Federal Council of 
Australian Institutes of Architects in obtaining postponement of this 
competition until after the conclusion of the war. Ultimately, with 
the support obtained from the Royal Institute of British Architects 



Financial Report. 

From the balance sheet it will be seen that the financial year 
was commenced with a debit balance on the Commercial Bank ac-
count of £28/5/5, which had increased by the end of the year to 

£55/19/5. The debit was chiefly due to an expenditure of £4o/16/4 
in addition to the £174 spent last year, on furniture, portraits, books, 

[for 

annual Meeting 

and the Institutes of the Allied nations, the movement was success-
ful and the competition is postponed. 

Conference on Australian Timbers, Forestry and Re-afforesta-
tion.—The Conference, initiated by the Institute, under the direc-
tion of Mr. Blackett as President, was taken up by those interested in 
an enthusiastic manner, and a representative gathering of about 6o 
delegates from almost all the public and commercial bodies concerned 
in the timber industry, met in the old Council Chamber of the Town 
Hall (kindly lent by His Worship the Lord Mayor). The Con-
ference lasted for three afternoons and one evening, in November, 
when practical and interesting papers were read and discussed. The 
Conference was opened by His Excellency Sir Arthur Stanley, State 
Governor, and concluded with a practical address by His Excellency 
Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson, Governor-General. At its conclusion, 
a resolution was passed urging the Government to introduce a Bill, 
placing Forestal control under a board of expert commissioners. The 
proceedings are in the hands of the printers, and when published will 
form a valuable addition to the literature already in print on this im-
portant subject, and the Council hopes that its successors will in the 
incoming session lend further assistance to the development of this 
natural asset of our country. 

New Room and Library.--During the session, portraits of the 
late Messrs. Billing, Purchas and D'Ebro, past Presidents, had been 
added to those already hanging in the rooms. A number of books 
were added to the Library, and it had been arranged that the 
Library and the Institute's own room will be open every morning 
from io till i o'clock for the issue of books and the transaction 
of Institute business. Conditions of Contract will be obtainable at 
the rooms at any time during business hours. 

17 



_.  
~nnual Meeting 	 1s . 

for the library, and so on, for the new room, which should have been 
paid out of reserves, but as these funds, amounting to £322/16/2, 
were invested on fixed deposit, they could not be operated upon. 

During the past year no monies had been received from the 
"Journal of Proceedings" owing to the illness and subsequent death 
of the late Editor. A statement of this account was therefore to be 
delayed. 

The policy of the Council in the past had been to meet all ex-
penditure out of income. To maintain this policy during the coming 
year it would be necessary for the Treasurer to watch expenditure 
closely, as diminished receipts were anticipated owing partly to war 
conditions, and the remission of subscriptions of all members on 
active service. 

REPORTS AND JOURNALS RECEIVED FROM KINDRED 
INSTITUTES WITH THANKS. 

"Journal of the R.I.B.A." Dec., 1916. 
"Architectural Association Journal," October, November, 1916. 
"Annali D'Ingegneri E D'Architettura Publicati degli Societa' degli 

ingegneri e degli Architti Italiani," Nos. 23 and 24, 19:6, and 
No. I, 1917. 

"Architecture," Vol. I, No. 2, Feb. 1917. 
"V.R..I. Review," Vol. VI., N. i2, Vol. VII, 1. 
"Export American Industries," December, 1916. 
"Indian and Eastern Engineer," December, 1916. 
"Liverpool Architectural Society Report," 1915-1916. 
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[Election 

O designs were received for either the silver medal sub-
ject or the "Sketches" subject, owing, it was thought, 
to the absence of so many of our Students at the war. 

BRONZE MEDAL. 

lannual lPAeettng 

R.V.I.A. COMPETITIONS. 

PRESENTATION OF MEDALS AND PRIZES. 

Subject: "Arcade of Wesley Church." 

The medal and first prize was awarded to J. W. Wright, and 
the second prize to Clive J. Woods. Honorable mention certificates 
were awarded to Frank Ditterich, and to Frank Bruce Kemp. The 
prizes and certificates were presented to the successful competitors 
by the President, who complimented the winners upon their achieve-
ments, and wished them all that success in their future careers that 
was forecasted in the manifestation of industry exhibited in their ex-
cellent work on view in the rooms that evening. 
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Election of Office-Bearers for 1917. 
The President, Mr. W. A. M. Blackett, vacated the chair while 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins declared him. (Mr. Blackett) again elected 
for the ensuing year there being no other nomination for the office 
of President, and stated that Mr. Blackett had enlisted for active ser-
vice, and would be leaving us in about six weeks. The new Council 
would deal with the vacancy caused by his absence in accordance 
with the Articles of Association. Mr. Blackett in acknowledging 
the honour again conferred upon him by members, said that be-
fore he decided to enlist he had weighed the matter from a logical 
point of view, and decided that it was his duty, as well as his privi-
lege, to King and Country. 

Messrs. Arthur Peck and H. W. Tompkins were declared elected 
as Vice-Presidents; E. A. Bates as Honorary Treasurer, W. M. 
Campbell as Honorary Secretary, and Kingsley Henderson as Asso-
ciate member of Council. 

For the Council, eight members were nominated for the five 
positions, viz.—C. H. Ballantyne (F.) ; Walter R. Butler (F.) , 
F.R.I.B.A.; E. J. Clark (F.) ; Alex. S. Eggleston (F.) ; Frank 
Stapley (F.) ; Sydney H. Wilson (F.), J. S. Watts (F.), and Rod-
ney H. Alsop (F.) , F.R.I.B.A., and the five first-named were elected. 

Honorarium of Honorary Secretary.—Mr. Koch asked when the 
honorarium of the Honorary Secretary was raised to so large a sum as 
£125 per annum. 

Messrs. Tompkins, Peck and Butler replied in uniform appre-
ciation of the services rendered to the Institute in the onerous and 
exacting duties of the Honorary Secretary. These duties had been 
very much increased of late years, and now included attendance at 
the Institute every morning for certain hours. 

It was desirable that the Institute's secretarial work should be 
directed by a practising Architect if possible. The Institute could 
well afford to pay for services rendered, and it was not to be ex-
pected that the enormous amount of work there was to be done could 
be well and permanently carried on without cost. The meeting was 
of opinion that the Honorarium of the Honorary Secretary was not 
in any way excessive. 
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Percy Oakden (F.).--The President drew attention to the 
tirement from the Council of Mr. Percy Oakden, who, he said, had 
filled almost every position on the Council, from the minor positions 
to that of Presidency. All members had the deepest respect, admira-
tion, and veneration for Mr. Oakden, and his retirement was deeply 
regretted from the Council he had occupied a seat upon since the in-
fancy of the Institute. He (the President) thought this would be 
a suitable occasion upon which to express the deep thanks of members 
to Mr. Oakden for his invaluable services to the Institute. 

Mr. Walter Butler rose with swift alacrity to say that he was 
extremely jealous of the opportunity of proposing that the honour of 
Life Fellowship of the Institute be conferred upon our dear old 
friend, Mr. Percy Oakden. The meeting received the suggestion 
with acclamation. A Life Fellow may be elected according to the 
Articles of Association "for eminent services rendered to the Insti-
tute," which all agreed could not be more highly merited by any one 
than it was in fact and in reality merited by our esteemed, effi-
cient, and eminent leader and chieftain, Mr. Percy Oakden. After 
discussion as to the best means of conferring the distinction, it was 
felt that greater weight and dignity would be given to the honour 
sought to be bestowed by giving notice of the proposal, and on the 
motion of Mr. Walter Butler, seconded by Mr. Wm. Lucas, it was 
decided to give notice of motion that Mr. Percy Oakden be elected 
a Life Fellow of the Institute at its next general meeting. 

Herbert Black (F.), A.R.I.B.A; —The President wished God 
speed to Mr. Black, who was present in khaki, on the eve of his de-
parture for the front, and expressed the hope that he would soon re-
turn to his profession in which he was no glimmering light, but a 
lamp of noble truth and brilliant example to us all. Mr. Black, in 
acknowledging the good wishes, said that he thought it was his duty 
to enlist. He did so not for emolument but for five shillings a day. 
His practice must go-by-the-board for the time being. He was now 
by night sleeping on the board, and good-seasoned, and in very fact, 
"hard"-wood board it was too. He hoped soon, when he had done 
all that was in him for his country and his King, that kind fate would 
send him home again to the fair country and dearer friends he loved 
so well. 
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The R.V.I.A. Journal of Proceedings.— The President an-
nounced that on the death of the late Mr. John Little, Editor of the 
"Journal," Mr. Butler had, at the invitation of the Council, con-
sented to carry on the Editorial work until the new Council could 
make some definite arrangement for its continuance. The "Jour-
nal" was a valuable asset to the Institute, and its publication must be 
maintained in regularity, and its high standard be maintained. He 
felt that while the Editorship was in Mr. Butler's hands the "Jour-
nal"' would be appreciated by members, as could be gauged by the 
January issue which Mr. Butler had edited in considerable haste, 
and under trying conditions, owing to the difficulty of picking up the 
threads of matters that required continuation, and the suddenly com-
ing into Editorial work with the nature of which he probably was not 
in daily touch. They were all much indebted to Mr. Butler for his 
timely assistance in the trying circumstances attending the death of 
the late Editor, and he had every confidence that the new Council 
would find some able hands to carry on the work. 



SIR ROWAND ANDERSON ON 
ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION. 

Extracts from his address before the R.I.B.A. on the occasion of his 
receiving the Royal Gold Medal, 1916. 

OU have been good enough to include my services to 
architectural education as one of the qualifications 
for my receiving this Gold Medal. I acknowledge 
most gratefully your reference to this. I began to 
take an interest in architectural education in 1892. 
South Kensington up to that time had the entire con-

trol of art education, but the education they gave never seemed to 
produce any result beneficial to the architectural student, and it is 
not difficult to see why this was so. The system of payment by re-
sults poisoned the whole thing. The teachers' income rose and fell 
according to the number of the prize drawings produced by the 
student. These had to be worked up to a standard of excellence, as 
drawings, to meet the views of the examiners in London. 	So it 
eventually came to pass that the school existed for the benefit of the 
teacher more than for the taught. The hopelessness of expecting 
anything to come out of this system of teaching as regards architecture 
culminated in 1892. A number of architects and others, including 
myself, with the aid of the Board of Manufacturers, then combined 
to start a school entirely free from the baneful influence of South 
Kensington. But the scheme was nearly wrecked by the difficulty of 
getting a Director of sufficient standing and acquirements for such a 
salary as we could afford. So, to prevent the collapse of this promis-
ing movement, I was asked, and undertook, to act as Honorary Dir-
ector. I gave as much time as I could possibly spare to what has 
always been to me interesting work. With the assistance of one or 
two paid teachers a start was made, From the very first the scheme 
caught on. It gradually became recognised by the student as the 
best means of getting an education to supplement what he was ac-
quiring as a pupil or apprentice in a private office. It would take 
up too much of your time if I gave a detailed account of the school 
work, but I shall allude to one or two of the leading features of it. 

[In 
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In the beginning of my architectural career I kept myself in contact 
with the best work of the past by spending all my spare time in sketch-
ing and measuring both at home and abroad, including a year in Italy 
and France. There was no golfing for youth in those days. Know-
ing the benefit I derived from this, I thought we could not dc better 
than make the study of old work the basis of our teaching. With 
the consent of the committee this was done. 

Another important feature in our teaching was the organising 
of a scheme for obtaining accurate records of buildings erected pre-
vious to the eighteenth century. This was called a National Art 
Survey. It was a very ambitious scheme, but it worked out all right. 
Two of the best draughtsmen were selected annually, and to enable 
them to devote their entire time to the work they were paid small 
salaries, and in addition an allowance for travelling and incidental ex-
penses. All the drawings made by them became the property of the 
school. This work has been going on since 1894, but has been stopped 
for the last two years owing to the war. There are now something 
like two thousand sheets, forming, I should say, the finest collection 
in this country. It contains, in addition to the surveys of the build-
ings, a large collection of drawings and details of early plaster work, 
wall panellings, fireplaces, and a most interesting collection of old fur-
niture to be found in buildings still inhabited. The result of all this 
has been most stimulating. I never knew a more enthusiastic or in-
dustrious set of students. The work they produced was of a very 
high standard of excellence, and some of them secured many of the 
coveted prizes which you offer here to competitors from all quarters. 
On leaving the school the students have always been greatly sought 
after as assistants. They are scattered all over Britain and its Over-
seas Dominions, and from letters I have often received they all at-
tribute their success to the sound practical education they had received. 

I have always contended that the degree of beauty we see in our 
buildings and the satisfaction we derive from them depend largely on 
their fitness and the more or less successful expression of the purposes 
that call them into existence. 

If you take the plans of the old Scottish castles or mansions of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, you can read them like a book 
from the foundations to the chimney-tops. You can distinguish the 
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[Visit 

original tower that the family once lived in and held its own against 
all corners. 	On further examination you will notice an addition 
made when the family became richer and times were not so warlike, 
and as time rolled on and it was no longer necessary to provide for 
defence you will find larger additions, the whole group becoming 
wonderfully picturesque; but it was never built to look 
picturesque or interesting; it was built from time to time 
to suit the necessities of the day and the means of the family, and hence 
its resulting picturesqueness. Contrast this with the mansions erected 
in imitation of the old ones, and try to read them from the inside to 
the outside or the reverse. You cannot do so, as the one contradicts 
the other. The whole thing is a modern house, a very modern house, 
masquerading as a castle of a territorial baron, and so you have every-
thing in these buildings that is false, misunderstood and misapplied, 
the result being a costly delusion that such a building is true art and 
in harmony with the traditions and scenery of the country. 

The aim of the teaching in our school was to counteract this sort 
of thing by teaching the students to look at buildings with an analyt-
ical eye and to dissect them as a medical student does his anatomy, and 
to realise the ideas and purposes that call the buildings into existence. 
The seed sown by this School and others which have wisely adopted 
our system of teaching was bearing good fruit before the outbreak of 
this terrible and unjustifiable war, and there were signs everywhere 
in Scotland that we had begun to develop architecture, especially in 
domestic work, on right lines with a distinct national bias. 	The 
contention that Gothic and not Italian, or vice versa, was the only 
style fit to be used in this country has spent itself, and there is now 
better Gothic and Renaissance work being done than during the period 
of the -Battle of Styles, as well as a growing absence of those inconsist-
encies I have alluded to, and I believe we can now look forward to 
our buildings becoming more and more characteristic of the age and 
purposes to which they are devoted." 



VISIT TO COMMONWEALTH 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE. 

By 'V. B. Trapp. 

Y invitation of His Excellency. the. Governor-General 
(Sir Ronald Munro-Ferguson), members of the In- 
stitute, representatives of the timber trades, some 
cabinet makers and other craftsmen, visited Govern- 
ment House, on Wednesday afternoon, 15th March, 
for the purpose of inspecting the timbers used in the 

joinery of the building, and in various pieces of furniture in the Gov-
ernor-General's private rooms, also to see an excellent selection of 
specimens of Australian timber, collectd by His Excellency since he 
came to Australia. When inspecting the number of samples of our 
Australian timbers, one could not help but be impressed with the in-
terest His Excellency is taking in these. Unfortunately, many of the 
specimens were either varnished or polished with coloured polish. It 
seems to be the impression of many that our timbers should be treated 
in this way, but to get the best effect from hardwood, blackwoods, 
and Queensland Maple, and likewise from almost all of our timbers, 
they should be polished with beeswax or "clear" polish. Many are 
improved by fumigating. Staining is a very delicate process, and 
unless done with great skill, is more often than not ruinous to the 
woad it is intended to improve. 

The samples of red gum were very fine, and one cannot but deplore 
the fact that this timber has been so recklessly destroyed. As grown 
in some localities, it would make splendid furniture timber if pro-
perly treated. 

The exhibit of Queensland timbers was instructive, and one 
wonders why more of these have not been used. They are admir-
ably suited for joinery and high-class work. Most of the fittings 
and presses were of Queensland cedar, and were truly magnificent; 
but it seems strange that in two or three instances pine was used. 
stained to a cedar colour. It seemed quite out of place. 
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The Huon pine bedroom suite brings one back to the olden days 
when so much of this timber was used. Few, if any, are aware that 
the reason why so much furniture was made from Huon pine was on 
account of its being proof against moths. Much of this Huon pine 
is similar to Bird's-eye Maple, and it is to be regretted that this tim-
ber, as well as others has been almost totally destroyed. 

I should certainly like to see His Excellency's samples of our 
timbers exhibited in some public room in Melbourne, so that the gen-
eral public could inspect them. It would help considerably to in-
crease the interest of the people, and show them what valuable timbers 
they have and how they have been neglected. 

XIII CENTuRY GOFFE F~ 

[Architects 



ARCHITECTS AND THE WAR. 

From Mr. Ernest Newton's Presidential Address at the R.I.B.A. 
Annual Meeting. 

OU will have noticed, no doubt, that the Ministry, through 
the Press, has made the thoughtful and timely suggestion 
that the public would do well to take advantage of the lull 
in building operations to get plans prepared now for fut- 

	 ure schemes. 	If this advice is followed generally it will 
help architects to tide over this difficult period, and we must hope 

that the diminuendo will be followed by a crescendo and a long forte 

fortissimo passage. 
It cannot, however, be denied that the outlook for architects at 

the present moment is not very brilliant, but at a time like this every-
one can do something, and if there is little or no architectural work to 
be done we can do a thousand-and-one other things. Our training 
tends to make us versatile. We already have some architects making 
shells and aeroplanes, others making explosives, and some even naviga-
ting barges for the carriage of munitions. There is man's work to 
do in many directions—in offices, on the land, everywhere. The work 
of hundreds of supposed "indispensable" young men can be done, and 
done well, by architects of intelligence and ability. Our practice 
obliges us to have an insight into everybody's business. We have 
made a large contribution of our young men to the Army, and we old 
ones are not going to sit still and bewail our fate just because for the 
moment there is no market for our special "line." If our young men 
can serve in the ranks, we can serve in the ranks too—not in the 
trenches, but in offices, factories, anywhere where our work is wanted, 
and where we can release a young man to take his place in the fight- 

ing line. 
Almost since the war began, certainly from the first winter, our 

newspapers have been full of paragraphs, cunningly disseminated by 
Germany and innocently printed by the British Press, stating that 
Germany was so short of men that she was driven to take the halt, 
the blind, and the maimed into the Army. Then accounts of food 
riots, mutinies, loss of moral, follow each other at discreet intervals. 
All these crafty tricks are intended to cause a slackening of effort 
here, and they have not been entirely without result. I think no one 
who follows events intelligently can have any doubt about the future 
if only we realise that now is the time not for slackening for an in- 
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stant, but for a supreme effort. We have to put every ounce into the 
scale. Everyone must do something or suffer something. There are 
a thousand ways of losing, but only one way of winning, and the one 
way is to concentrate all our energies on the war, to will victory, and 
to work for it, to realise that the power of Germany is only beginning 
to be broken, and that the victorious end will come about not only by 
the valour of our Navy and Army, but by the work of every man 
and woman in the country. 

After referring to numerous Architectural works that will have 
to be undertaken after the war, including the great project of remov-
ing Charing Cross Railway Station, and the construction of the sug-
gested new Road Bridge over the Thames at this point, the Presi-
dent continues:— 

Other great projects will have to be taken in hand after the war. 
and we can console ourselves during the lean time of the present by 
dreaming dreams of the great things we are to do in the future. if 
the war is to lead to a change in the surroundings of the workers, 
it is clear, too, that there will be changes in the methods of work. 
The Trade Unions, for the purposes of the war, have given up their 
"customs" on the distinct pledge that after the war they shall be at 
liberty to resume them. I know very little at first hand about these 
customs, but I have been told that so far as the building trade 
is concerned they are based on the assumption that limiting the amount 
of a man's output is the only way to make the work go round so that 
each man may have a share, the idea being that there is a certain 
average amount of work per annum and an ascertained number of 
men to do it. 1 believe this to be quite unsound. 	Limiting the 
amount of work a man can reasonably do not only keeps skilled men 
at the level of less skilled, but makes building cost more, so that less 
is done. Many, many years ago I suggested a system of two classes 
of workers. The more skilled or first class were to work quite un-
fettered and to receive higher wages; the second class, also unfettered, 
would receive less. The incentive for the second-class man to im- 
prove himself so as to be promoted to the first class would be great. 
The result would be more output, better-paid work, and a levelling 
up instead of down. This was a very juvenile effort on my part, and 
I am not even sure that it was original, but I still believe it has the 
germs of soundness, and that the Trades Unions, with their fine or-
ganisation, could do something on these lines. 

[Furniture 



FURNITURE FOR THE NEW COM-
MONWEALTH BUILDINGS, 

LONDON. 

VISIT of members was arranged on Tuesday, March 
6th, to inspect new furniture made for the High Com-
missioner's room in the New Commonwealth Build-
ings, London. A number of members met at the 
factory at Hawthorn, where the furniture has been 

made by J. Kannuluik, entirely of Australian timbers from sketch 
perspective designs prepared by the Architect of the building, Mr. 
McKenzie, in London. The furniture, which is much carved, is of 
massive character, and consists of a large table, four tall cabinets with 
drawers and glazed cupboard doors, some large chairs upholstered 
in Australian leather, and a number of smaller pieces. The work-
manship appears to be very creditable to Mr. Kannuluik, particularly 
when one remembers that he made the whole of the full size drawings 
himself. 

The designs from which the furniture was made are extremely 
disappointing and the method of staining and polishing adopted has 
destroyed the natural beauty of the wood. The cost of the furniture 
has been about £3000. 

A visit by His Excellency the Governor-General (Sir Ronald 
Munro Ferguson) to inspect the furniture took place at the same time 
quite an accident, and the Mayor of Hawthorn, Councillor P. J. Rus-
sell, and several of the councillors, assembled to receive His Excel-
lency. The whole party were afterwards entertained by the Mayor 
in the Hawthorn Town Hall, where discussion took place on the 

merits of the various kinds of Australian timbers, to which His Ex-
cellency contributed in his usual able and interesting manner. 



TIMBER TROUBLES TO BE 
OVERCOME. 

HE unreliability of timber felled at the wrong season 
of the year is exemplified to a remarkable degree in 
the full size sections of a piece about 7 tt. long, 
which was worked to the form shown by the thin 
line on the diagram below, on December 22nd last. 

The thin line is a full size section of the timber on December 
22nd, 1916, the thick line shows it as it was fourteen days later.. 

The timber when worked was dry and looked as though it would 
stand, but was somewhat heavy. Fourteen days later, however, it 
had assumed the shape shown by the heavy line on the same diagram. 

[The 



timber troubles to be Overcome 	 34 

The timber is Victorian hardwood, and was cut from a "well-
seasoned" piece of larger dimensions. The trouble, however, is not 
one of "seasoning," but is entirely due to the fact that the tree was 
felled when the sap was "up," that is to say at the wrong season of the 
year, and it was not cut on the quarter. The fault is due entirely to 
faulty felling and milling, and should be stopped by the Government 
authorities just as catching fish or shooting game out of season, or sel-
ling adulterated food, or short measure, is stopped. 

If in the timber felling industry there are rapacious, greedy, or 
ignorant persons who destroy the country's property by what is little 
better than ruthless vandalism, that brings endless trouble to traders, 
architects, and craftsmen, their licences should be cancelled, they 
should be regarded as unsuited to positions of trust in the community, 
should be sent to the coal mines or the slaughter houses, and persons 
be put into their places who can be trusted to honestly carry out the 
requirements of their calling. 

A house costing upwards of £2000 recently erected in Mel-
bourne, is finished internally with hardwood joinery including a con-
siderable quantity of wall panelling. After the work was polished 
and finished, and the house being cleaned out, it was discovered that 
the "borer" was vigorously at work in the joinery. It became neces-
sary to rip off skirtings, architraves, and linings, and to discard con-
siderable portions of the panelling, and even some of the doors. In 
all, upwards of sixty pieces of polished hardwood joinery, more or less 
riddled with the borer, were, at a very considerable cost, removed 
and replaced. 

The whole of this joinery came from a Melbourne timber yard, 
and its condition must, to a large extent, have been known to the 
bench hands if to no one else. 

There was a certain firm here some years ago who sold 6 
ft. tents marked 8 ft., and got into considerable trouble for it, but the 
people who supply us with material for the building trades that is not 
what it purports to be, either make some fulsome apology or put 
their thumb to their nose! Surely it is time we got some protection 
against this sort of roguery. 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

REETINGS.--The R.V.I.A. fraternal letter to the Royal 
Institute of British Architects is printed in full alongside 
the President's "Christmas Greetings to Architects serv-
ing with the Forces," in the R.LB.A. "Journal" just to 
hand. Mr. Ernest Newton's Christmas greetings toge- 

ther with the place of honour given to our letter, occasion a feeling of 
pride, and create a deep appreciation of fellowship with the Senior In-
stitute. This happy association of our joint greetings also illuminates 
the flame of patriotic sympathy with the Empire's Architects serving 
at the front, and welds another link in the bond that will continue 
when this war is over, to bind us fast together as never before in his-
tory. 

Prize Competitions.---J. W. Wright, who won the R.V.I.A. 
Bronze Medal this year, previously came second in the same subject. 
He is in the office of Messrs. Arthur Peck and Hugh L. Peck. Clive 
W. Woods, who won second prize in the same competition this year, 
is in the office of Messrs. Gawler & Drummond. 

Sketching Competition.—It is much to be regretted that no com-
petitors came forward in the sketching subject of the R.V.I.A. com-
petition just closed, which on this occasion was made particularly 
open. The subject could be chosen by the competitor himself, and 
any six sheets submitted that might be convenient or suitable, so long 
as they were of stated size. If the competitors in the Bronze Medal 
subject had only thought of it, made their sketches of suitable size, 
and entered them for the sketching prize too, some one of these would 
no doubt have been successful in carrying it off. Probably the same 
class of subject in sketching will be offered again this year and students 
will, therefore, do well to make a number of sketches such as would 
be suitable. One week-end's sketches could quite easily have won 
last year's offered prize. 

Bendigo.—Through the courtesy of Councillor William Beebe 
(F.), Mayor of Bendigo, we learn that the City of Bendigo is the 
first city to take advantage of the provision of the Sewerage Districts 
Act, 1915, passed to enable towns other than Melbourne and Geelong 

[to 
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to carry out sewerage works. At a meeting of the City Council of 
Bendigo on February 22nd last, it was announced that the authority 
of the Governor-in-Council to borrow £5000 to cover preliminary 
expenses had been obtained, and in committee it was decided that 
applications be invited from qualified engineers "prepared to under-
take the duties of supervising and constructing the sewerage works of 
the City of Bendigo," and also "that the matter of preparing a design 
for the seal of the authority be left in the hands of the chairman with 
power to act." 

Architect's Son.—Members will note with interest that Lieut. 
George Reynolds McCubbin, the youthful airman who last yëar van-
quished Immelman, the famous German Fokker pilot, is the son of 
an Architect, Mr. David McCubbin, of Johannesburg, Architect-in-
Chief to the South African Railways, and a Licentiate of the 
R.LB.A. 

A Fine Example.— Information has been received by the R.I.B.A. 
from Mr. F. de la Garde Grissell, sole executor, that the late 2nd 
Lieut. Francis Grissell, A.R.I.B.A., has bequeathed to the Institute 
a sum of £5oo free of duty, and expressed the wish that it be applied 
for the benefit of the Library. The late officer, who fell in the fight-
ing on the Somme on the r 5th September, was a pupil of Messrs. 
Nicholson & Corlette, and was elected an Associate of the R.I.B.A. 
in 1913. After his election, he accepted an engagement in Hong 
Kong for a term of three years. Early in 1915 he returned to Eng-
land and enlisted in the Artists' Rifles, subsequently receiving a com-
mission in the Coldstream Guards. The R.I.B.A. is constantly re-
ceiving these little bequests, and probably some day our own Institute 
will benefit in the same kind of way by members who are mindful of 
our many needs. Corlette, of Nicholson & Corlette, is an Australian, 
son of the late Canon Corlette, of Ashfield, Sydney, where he was 
educated. 

Fellow of the R.I.B.A.— Mr. Rodney H. Alsop (F.) , member of 
the firm of Klingender & Alsop, Melbourne, has been elected to Fel-
lowship of the the Royal Institute of British Architects, 

"Architecture."— Members will be pleased to know that this 
monthly Journal will be sent them free of cost by the publishers. 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

EMBERS of the Society who are University Students 
learned with regret that Mr. W.A. M. Blackett, who 
was recently appointed Lecturer in Architecture at 
the Melbourne University on the retirement of Mr. 
Anketell Henderson, would not be with them this 

year, he having nobly responded to the call of his Country and en-
listed for active service. 

At the Annual Meeting held on the 12th December last, the 
election of office-bearers for 1917 resulted as follows :— 

President: B. J. Masters; Vice •President: J. H. Jorgensen; 
Hon. Secretary : L. C. Hopkins; Hon. Treasurer : Miss E. M. Good ; 
together with Messrs. Sutherland, Courtney, Walter, Dickens and 
Ditterick, who were elected members of the Committee. At the con-
clusion of the business of the meeting, members, by invitation, joined 
the R.V.I.A meeting and listened to a most interesting discussion on 
Australian timbers, following on after a paper on the subject read 
by Mr. Louis Moore. 

The lecture for January was delivered by Lient. Colonel 
Masters, V.D., whose subject was "Submarine Mining in Relation 
to Harbor Defence." The Colonel explained, with the aid of dia-
grams, the working of a submarine mine, also how these mines were 
laid, and how difficult it was for a hostile vessel to cross a mine field 
successfully. The mines were placed far enough apart so that the 
concussion of one exploding would not explode its nearest neigh-
bour. 

On the loth February, a social evening was spent, during which 
a Sketching Competition was held, the subject being "A Front for 
a City Building." 'There were eleven designs submitted, and Mr. J. 
C. Aisbett carried off the prize. 

[Letters 



LETTERS FROM FRANCE 

HE following letters have been sent by two of our 
members in France, viz., Lieut.-Col W. A. Hender-
son and Capt. J. A. E. Toone. 

In the Field, 
g/I/r7. 

To President, Council and Members of R.V.I.A. 
Many thanks for your kindly greetings which were received on 

the 2nd of this month. There are a fair number of the Architectural 
profession out here, some with commissions, others as N.C.O.'s and 
privates, but all doing our bit towards winning the war. 

The Architectural profession need not be ashamed of its repre-
sentatives, as some have received decorations and others mentioned in 
despatches. 

My best wishes to the members, and may their New Year be a 
prosperous one. 

W. A. HENDERSON 

The Secretary, R.V.I.A., 	 France, r5/r/r7 
Melbourne. 

Dear Sir,—It is with much pleasure and sincere appreciation 
that I now acknowledge the letter from the members of the R.V.I.A., 
conveying their season's greetings and best wishes. 

It was specially appreciated because the letter was unexpected 
and arrived just at Xmas time. 

The Pioneers, to whom I belong, have been in the line for nearly 
eight weeks, and we do the same work as the Engineers, repairing 
trenches, drainage, reinforced concrete work, etc., etc., under shell and 
rifle fire continually. 

Fritz is fairly quiet, and we have no doubts as regards our future 
successes in the field, and before next Xmas I think the Bosches 
will have realised their weakness and our strength and superiority. 

At present everything is very miserable ; trenches filled with 
mud and water, snow and rain every other day and bitterly cold, 
but the boys are cheerful and confident in spite of all these trials. 

I desire to convey my sincere thanks and appreciation to all the 
members of the R.V.I.A. in their kind remembrance of one of their 
Associates who is in the line. 

With kind regards and best wishes to all from 
Yours very faithfully, 

J. A. E. TOONE. 



ROLL OF HONOUR. 

MEMBERS OF THE INSTITUTE. 
A. G. H. Black (F.), Major 
H. A. Black (F.), A.R.I.B.A. 
W. A. M. Blackett (F.), 

President R.V.I.A. 
L. J. Finning (A.), A.R.I.B.A., 

(K.) 
J. S. Gawler (A.), Sapper 
J. T. T. Hobbs, C.M.G., Brig-

adier-General 

W. A. Henderson (A.), Lt.-Col. 
R. A. Howden (A.), Lieut. 
P. B. Hudson (A.), Lieut. 
G. B. Leith (A.), Gunner 
G. E. Teague (F.), Lieut. 
J. A. E. Toone (A.), A.R.I.B.A., 

Capt. 
J. H. Wardrop (A.), Sergt. 
A. S. Williams (A.), (K.) 

STUDENTS OF THE INSTITUTE AND MEMBERS OF THE V.A.S.S. 
H. Afflect 	R. S. Demam, Corp. K. H. Oliphant 
A. J. Ainslie, Lieut. I. Dimant, Capt. 	R. C. Oliver 
J. P. Atkinson 	J. Duckmanton, Lieut.T. S. Parkes, Lieut. 
E. Bastings, Sergt. 	G. H. Earp 	L. Payne 
A. Beech 	 J. Firth 	 H. L. Peck (W.), Segt. 
J. Begg 	 J. A. S. Fulton (K.) F. Peterson, Lieut. 
H. Berry 	 A. S. Hall 	G. T. Potter 
C. V. Bidencope 	B. Hosking 	J. R. Robinson 
H. D. Bradbury 	P. B. Hudson, Driver L. N. Rudd 
H. R .H. Butler, Segt. T. C. Inches, Corp. L. B. Rule 
S. P. Calder 	L. F. Irwin, Lieut. F. C. Sale, Lieut. 
C. R. Carleton 	P. H. Johnson 	J. S. Sharp 
G. B. Carr 	A. W. Keown 	R. K. Stevenson, Lieut. 
F. Christian 	W. W. Keep 	FL F. Taylor, Lieut. 
V. R. Clarke 	G. Keesing, Lieut. 	R. M. Taylor 
E. Clayfield (K.) 	J. S. Lothian 	B. C. Thompson 
H. F. Coates 	G. G. McCrae (K.), D. W. Tullock 
W. H. Craig 	 Major 	K. K. Turner (pris'er) 
R. V. Cutler, Major F. C. Noakes, Lieut. L. J. Willshire 
F. S. Davidson 	H. G. Nolan, Lieut. A. S. Williams, Lieut. 

(K. 

The Editor will be glad to be informed of promotions and dis-
tinctions gained by members and students on active service, and of the 
names of others who enlist. 
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