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GENERAL MEETINGS. 
SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING. 

GENERAL Meeting of members of the Institute was 
held at the Institute rooms, 57 Sw anston Street, 
Melbourne, on Tuesday evening, September 26th, 
when the President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) oc- 
cupied the chair. The minutes of the previous meet-

ing were read and confirmed. 

Election of Members.--The following were elected as Associate 
Members of the Institute :—Herbert Leslie Coburn, William Tem-
pleton Meldrum, Eric Percival Trewern. 

Nomination.--Edward Fielder Billson was nominated for Asso-
ciateship. 

Soldiers' Repatriation.—The President reported that Mr. 
Thomas Fitzpatrick and Mr. Gerald Mussen had intended being 
present to lay before members some proposals for the repatriation 
of returned soldiers, but in view of the Government action in the 
matter, they desired to postpone their intended remarks on the sub-
ject for further consideration at a later date. 

Fraternal Letter to R.I.B.A.—It was resolved that a fraternal 
letter from the Institute be sent to the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and Allied Institutes of the nations fighting with our Em-
pire, conveying greetings and appreciation of the devoted efforts being 
made by members of kindred Institutes for the successful prosecution 
of the war. (This letter appeared in the last issue of the "jour-
nal"). 

[Letter 
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Letter to Members and Students on Active Service—It was re-
solved that a letter be sent to every member and student of the In-
stitute on active service conveying warmest greetings for Christ-
mas and the New Year, and expressing deep appreciation of the 
loyalty, devotion, and sacrifice shown to the Empire's cause by the 
unfaltering duty of our members on active service, and hoping that 
a triumphant and speedy return will soon renew their practice 
amongst us. (This letter was published in the last issue of the 
"Journal"). 

Members of the Institute on Active Service.—The President 
referred to proposals circulated amongst members for the conduct 
of the business of architects on active service, and letters were read 
from Messrs. Beibe, Garvin, and L. Harrison intimating a desire to 
do all that lay in their power to assist in carrying out the proposals 
adopted by the Institute. 
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DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING. 

General Meeting.--The December General Meeting of the In-
stitute was held at the Institute rooms, 57  Swanston Street, on Tues-
day, December 12th. The President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) 
being in the chair. 

Election of Member.--Edward Fielder Billson was elected an 
Associate. 

Honour Roll.--An adjournment took place while the Presi-
dent, in a few well chosen words of appreciation unveiled a new 
Honour Board erected in the rooms by the Victorian Architectural 
Students' Society, bearing the names of all members of the Society 
who had enlisted to date. The purpose of the Honour Roll is to 
hand down to posterity the names of those gallant members who, in 
this time of stress and peril, have come so nobly to their country's 
aid, and to encourage all that are eligible to see that their names are 
not found wanting. 

Mr. Henderson's University Resignation.—Mr. Anketell Hen-
derson informed the meeting that he had found the work of Lecturer 
in Architecture at the University too great a strain on his health, 
due in large part to the inconvenient time at which the lectures had 



■ INIIV■pm■NIMYM•r. 	 

General, "Meetings 	 445 

to be delivered. He expressed the view that some architects were 
unwilling to allow their pupils time to attend the lectures, which re-
sulted in the pupil going without his lunch or missing a good part of 
the lecture. 	He desired to publicly thank Mr. Gawler for the 
valued assistance from him in his University work. 

M. Blackett's University Appointment.—Mr. Haddon, on be-
half of members, congratulated Mr. Blackett upon his appointment 
as Lecturer on Architecture at the Melbourne University, and stated 
that, in his opinion, the new lecturer would enter upon the work of 
education of the young architects of Victoria with great ability and 
unbounded enthusiam. 	Mr. Blackett, in thanking Mr. Haddon 
and members for their kind and generous congratulations, said he 
hoped that ere long we should see a school of Architecture at the 
University for the help and higher education not only of Architec-
tural Students, but also of those memebers of the public who inter-
ested themselves in Architecture, the Mother of all the Arts. 

Paper by Mr. Louis Moore.--A paper was then read before the 
members by Mr. Louis Moore, on the "Grading and Classification of 
Australian Timbers," the full text of which appeared in the last issue 
of the "journal." An invitation to be present was sent to members of 
the Conference on "Australian Timbers, Forestry and Reafforesta-
tion," with the result that in addition to a larger attendance of mem-
bers of the Institute, a great many visitors, merchants, and others 
interested in the subject dealt with by the lecturer were also present, 
which led to an animated lengthy discussion of this paper, in which 
the various interests of the sawmillers, merchants, and others were 
put forward from the point of view affecting each individually, and 
as may be seen from the following and varied statements, it cannot he 
said that unanimity of opinion exists among those most directly con-
cerned in the supply of timber to the market. 

Mr. Trapp, in supporting Mr. Moore's paper, stated that in 
his opinion the time had come when all timbers should be classified 
selected, and branded. He submitted two samples of hardwood, on 
cut on the quarter, and one off the back, showing that the one cut on 
the quarter stood the test, but that off the back shrunk towards the 
middle. 

[At 



Genera[ ln.leetfngs 

At the present time it mattered nought to the majority of the 
sawmillers how they cut the timber, and in one truck there would in 
all probability be three classes of timber: part from top logs, part 
from bottom logs, some cut on the quarter and some off the back. 

It was impossible to educate the general public to the use of our 
hardwoods, unless these hardwoods—in fact, all Australian timbers 
—were properly placed upon the market, and the only way to do it 
was to grade and brand. 

In the past we have heard all sorts of complaints about our hard-
woods, and in almost every instance these complaints were justified. 

Some of the sawmillers were branding, and have met with good 
support. In most other countries timbers are classed into three or 
more grades, and each grade branded. If it is done in other coun-
tries, it should be done in Australia. The sawmillers and others 
have a duty to perform, and that is to see the public get the class of 
timber required. If the sawmillers wish the architects to specify 
Australian timbers they must give the architect the timber required. 
When the sawmiller sells his timber his troubles are over, but with 
the architect his troubles may start a year after completion of the 
building. I fail to see why any sawmiller should raise any objection 
to branding. 	Australian hardwoods, above all others, should be 
classified. 

Mr. Moore is on the right track, and I would like to see a 
committee formed to carry out his suggestions. If these were car-
ried out, I firmly believe Australian hardwoods would held their 
own, and in my opinion, the day is not far distant when the London 
market will regulate the price of our hardwoods, the same as it does 
our wheat and other produce. 

I congratulate Mr. ,Moore on his paper, and trust the Institute 
will assist him in carrying out his suggestions of grading and branding 
all our timbers. 

Mr. F. J. Yelland thought the miller should get into touch 
with each order. It was plain to everyone that Mr. Moore knew all 
about his own business, but he was not as well informed as to the 
business of sawmillers. Sawmillers, perhaps, had not the brains, or 
they would not remain at sawmilling. Grading of Victorian timbers 
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was, in his opinion, unnecessary; most of it was covered over and was 
never seen. Timber near the heart was of the same quality as other 
good parts of the log. 	Sawmillers worked under great dis- 
advantages. They never saw the architect's specifications, or knew 
what the timber ordered was needed for. 	He did not believe 
in grading. If that had to be done. let the merchant do it and get 
the profit. Further, he would like to see the middleman done away 
with. He thought the consumer and the producer should be brought 
closer together. 

All timbers placed on the market should be kept up to the one 
uniform standard quality, but should not be graded. Illicit buying 
or selling should not be tolerated. There should be one standard 
price, at which timbers as they fill from the saw could be marketed 
at paying rates. 

Mr. Horner did not favor the grading or classifying of hard-
wood. It was all very well for the timber merchant, but it would 
not suit the millers, as they had no room at the mills to lay the tim-
ber out in different stacks. He considered that if the sawmilier 
were in closer touch with the consumer, good would result. In Tas-
mania they used almost entirely hardwoods and no softwoods, and 
he saw no reason why this should not take place in Victoria. (Mr. 
Trapp interjected that Mr. Horner's statements were not in ac-
cordance with fact, and he had only to read the daily papers to know 
that.) 

Mr. Coombs favored the grading and branding of hardwood, 
and pointed out that in his experience hardwood could be graded into 
about five qualities, and that the trees did not produce more than 
15 per cent. of the first quality suitable for joinery. At the present 
time it did not pay millers to grade their timber unless the better 
quality timber realised a much higher price. 

Mr. John Stone urged cutting on the quarter as a necessity, in 
order that timber might keep its shape, and as an advantage to saw-
millers, whereby they would increase the output by giving satisfaction 
to the public. He strongly urged the grading of hardwood; some 
was only fit for fowl houses, whilst some was fit for joinery, yet it all 
came in the same truck mixed up together. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. R. R. Grundy regarded mountain ash as a timber of the 
highest quality and value, even though cut any way. He was wil- 
ling to show any one interested all the various points in cutting and 
in qualities and values of timber at his yard. Mr. Trapp had a bee 
in his bonnet as regards grading and branding timber, but he did 
not know everything. If he (Mr. Trapp) wished to brand his tim- 
ber he was at perfect liberty to do so, but he failed to see why others 
should be compelled to follow suit. Grading should be done in the 
	forest and by sawmillers, where alone it could be effectively accom- 
plished. 

Mr. Westwood thought the paper contained more than its hear-
ers could well digest in so short a time as was taken in its delivery. 
We hardly realised that this little corner of Australia named Vic- 
toria turned out some 83,000,000 feet of timber per annum. 
He was surprised to hear men state that timber cut off the back was 
equal to that cut on the quarter. He had as much experience as 
anyone in the room, and in his opinion all our hardwoods should be 
cut on the quarter. He firmly believed in grading and branding. 
Until this is done there is no guarantee for the consumer as to the 
quality of the timber. 

The President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) thanked the lecturer 
for his able and interesting paper, and expressed the view that it 
was an excellent plan to bring together all the various interests con-
nected with the growing, felling, milling, seasoning, and marketing 
or our valuable timbers, hear what each had to say, compare notes, 
and endeavour to arrange some common meeting-ground upon which 
we could organise some improvement in the present conditions under 
which architects and consumers in general suffered severe disabilities 
in the use of our native timbers. 

Classification, cutting on the quarter, and grading he considered 
essential for the proper safeguard of suppliers and users alike, and 
the only sound basis on which the timber industry could be fully and 
satisfactorily developed to the mutual benefit of the people of Aus-
tralia. 

He had been very interested in a book in his possession on the 
markings of Baltic timbers, which he had used successfully in practice 
to his own satisfaction and the benefit of his clients. 
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He deplored the fact that so little was done up to now in re-
planting areas from which all the good timber had been cut, and 
urged the necessity for an immediate and considerable extension of 
the forests of Australia. Planting in particular those trees that we 
had already proved and found to be of the greatest value, not only 
for building purposes, but for all the varied needs of a largely in-
creased community such as Australia is likely to have in the near 
future. 

Seasoning, grading, and proper milling were, of course, costly 
procedures, but his experience proved that if the good article were 
available, consumers would pay the price necessary to obtain it. 

In concluding, he desired again to express his heartfelt thanks 
to Mr. Moore, and also to the speakers who had followed him, for 
the help they had given to the profession by coming to the Institute 
that evening and giving so much of their valuable time and sterling 
ability with the object of assisting architects and others desirous of 
bringing about some drastic improvements in the conditions of the 
timber industry in attaining the desired result. 

Mr. Moore gratefully acknowledged the kind remarks made by 
the President and other speakers, and said that he felt it a distinct 
honour, pleasure, and privilege to have had the opportunity afforded 
him that evening of laying a few simple facts in regard to Australian 
timbers before so representative, interested, and appreciative an aud-
ience. He trusted the Institute would appoint a sub-committee to 
meet representatives from the merchants and builders to try to bring 
about a thorough system for grading and branding all Australian 
timbers. 

[After 
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FTER hearing Mr. Moore's paper and the most inter- 
esting discussion, of which the outline is given above, 
no one unless they had a prior conviction could doubt 
the great value of cutting on the quarter and grading. 
When architects want hardwood for joinery they 

are always faced with the statement by the builder, "I cannot get it 
seasoned," as though the seasoning were the only trouble! If the 
merchant was sure that his timber was cut from a tree of the right 
age, was felled in the right season of the year, was cut on the quarter 
and graded into at least three qualities, he would have no compunc-
tion in guaranteeing his goods. An incident recently came under our 
notice in Melbourne of an office table being made from a seventy-year-
old hardwood beam from an old building. The leg of this table, 
about four inches by four inches, shrunk on the face till it (the face) 
became so hollow as to appear as though it had been worked to a hol-
low mould. The reason was the timber was not cut on the quarter, 
and all the shrinkage time had given it would not mend the defect. 
Not long since some old beams from the belfry of a church tower in 
England that had been there for 300 years were cut up and made 
quickly into mantelpieces. Notwithstanding the age of the beams, the 
mantelpieces shrunk and split to such an extent that they were almost 
useless. We mention these two instances to emphasise the need for 
cutting on the quarter, and for seasoning in the actual size required 
for ultimate use, and to demonstrate the fact that logs seasoned for 
an indefinite number of years can no more be relied upon than those 
sent straight from the forest unless the other essentials in the pro-
duction of reliable timbers are also intelligently performed. It is to 
be hoped that some further action may follow the suggestions made 
for a conference between representatives of the various timber in-
terests at which a modus vivendi may be arrived at by which timber 
may be excluded from the market that is not properly cut and graded, 
as the present loose and slip-shod habits are unworthy of retention, 
and tend to bring into permanent disrepute the magnificent timbers 
we have at our disposal. There are many industries around us need-
ing keener organisation and a higher efficiency, yet none it would 
seem have wider scope for activity or a greater reward for accom-
plished improvement than the Australian timber industry. (ED.) . 

450 
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ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL, LONDON. 

The following interesting account of work at St. Paul's Cathed-
ral as disclosed by discovery of further documents is extracted from 
the third quarterly part of the "Journal of the R.I.B,A.," 1916:— 

THE FABRIC OF ST. PAUL'S, 1760-1810. 

Communicated (through Mr. E. Swinfen Harris, R.F.), by the 
Rev. R. S. Mylne, F.S.A., Rector of Furtho, great-grandson of 
Robert Mylne. 

NTERESTING MSS. have been found giving partic- 
ulars relating to St. Paul's fabric for nearly half a 
century. As far back as 1 752  some settlements were 
noticed at the great piers under the dome on the 
south side, and it is recorded: "one of these piers 

has been once repaired already." 	Thicker stones were inserted, 
replacing some of the rubble, or at least this was strongly recom-
mended. 

Robert Mylne, the architect of Blackfriars Bridge, took charge 
of the fabric in 1765 or '66, and was formally appointed Surveyor 
on loth January, 1767, by the Archbishop of Canterbury, in con-
junction with the Bishop of London, and the Lord Mayor. The 

[Archbishop 
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Archbishop had issued his detailed instructions on 13th October in 
the year 1766 to the Surveyor now appointed. Considering the 
particular public interest recently aroused in regard to the safety of 
St. Paul's, which is a matter of national interest, a few detailed 
particulars may well be given to the public. The accounts of money 
paid to the regular workmen are nearly complete for the half-century, 
and special works are fully described, as they become necessary from 
time to time. 

The statue of Queen Anne standing outside the west front of 
St. Paul's seems to have suffered some injury from accident or neg-
lect, and was in the year 1771 put in repair. The head of Her 
Majesty even was in a state requiring "additions," while the em-
blematic figures on the base were in a still worse condition ; the 
figure of Britain received "new arms" to hold the Arms of State, 
"and an arm with a Spear," and "half the Face." The injuries to 
France necessitated "one Arm holding the Emblem of the City" and 
"a hand with truncheon." Our Colony of Guiana in South America 
received "a new head." A head was also required for Ireland, and 
her harp "reworked." This was done at a cost to the Cathedral 
authorities of £2oo/2/-. This well-known statue of Queen Anne 
was formerly inside the "Fence" or railing round the Cathedral. 

In the year 1776 some extensive repairs were done to the "3o 
Hour Quarter Church Clock." These comprised such items as 
"Four new Dial Wheels with new Arbours, Three Rowlers and 
Cocks," a new tail to balance the minute hand, "Turned the Watch 
Barrell Ratchett to make the Wheels and Pinions ware on the Other 
Side," new swing wheel and pinion, new pallets, verge crutch and 
crutch pin, etc., etc. So much, indeed, was done that little was left 
of the original clock. "A new Wind up Wheel and Pinions to 
the Quarter and Striking Part, new Pins and Rowlers to the Striking 
Great Wheel, new Clicks, Ratchetts and Springs to the Flies, new 
fitted the Snails," and so much more that it seems the clockman of 
that date could even give points to the men in that trade of to-day in 
the matter of a good bill. All this was at a cost of £178/14/-. 

In the early part of 1778 Robert Mylne wrote a long paper 
"On the fastenings at St. Paul's" as a precaution against robbery, 
and made careful regulations in regard to the use and locking up of 
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all doors, gates, and chests. Many new bars, bolts, and "Iron Pan-
nelles" were put on order to make all secure. 

Five years later, in March, 1783, Mr. Gould, the deputy ser-
veyor, makes a report: "Last night the Church was again Robed—
the locks in the Dean's Vestry broke open or picked, the lock on the 
South Door taken off—my Verge gone and some money. The vil-
lains got into the Ch. at the West Window over one of the small 
doors." 

Among Mr. Mylne's letters there is a somewhat strange one, 
not signed : "Sir. Davis, Plaisterer in Blackfriars says, you are con-
federate with the two fellows that attempted to murder the Banker's 
Clerk in Water Lane. John Swan news collector to the London 
Evening Post declares that Davis told him so. This is written so 
you may do yourself justice. 8 August 1780. If Swan denies it 
proof shall be given." 

In 1781 the south transept was found to need extensive repair, 
and this was carried out under the superintendence of Robert Mylne. 
The object was to strengthen the support of the dome at the level 
of the transept roof and the foundation at the south-west angle. 

After eighteen months the church was reopened for divine ser-
vice in November, 1782. More extensive works were found to be 
necessary than was at first imagined. The western half of the south 
transept was repaired in 1781, and the eastern half in 1782. 

The cornices and imposts of the arches were four or five inches 
out of the perpendicular, but at the g:ound level about three inches. 
"It is a curious problem in Cupola building, for the Cupola itself 
is as firm and compact as the day it was finished. There is a little 
more tendency outwards on the South side than on the other sides." 
A chain bar was fixed on the upper surface of the impost where the 
great arch covering the south transept springs, beginning at the inner 
corner of the pier under the inside of the cupola to the south wall, 
and through the said wall to the outer surface of the south front, 
where it is strongly fastened to a large iron patera let into the face 
of a pilaster in the second order of the outside wall. The double 
chainbars weighed r i cwt. Many other chains were fixed in a simi-
lar manner. The total cost of these works was £1,917. Lack of 
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space makes it impossible to give all the further details by which the 
south tranept was at this date made secure. But eighteen months of 
work executed by Robert Mylne preserved the Cathedral intact dur-
ing the close of the eighteenth century and throughout the nineteenth 
century. Now there seems need for rruch new work to completeh 
secure this famous and venerable church. 

Lord Salisbury, the Lord Chamberlain of His Majesty's House-
hold, requested special preparation of the church for their Majesties' 
reception in 1789 on the occasion of the General Thanksgiving in 
the month of April. The King's recovery was naturally a great 
cause of rejoicing throughout the land. 

In 1797 His Majesty again attended St. Paul's in state to render 
thanks to Almighty God for the late glorious victory. 	On the 
King's entry the guns of the Tower were fired the moment the Te 
Deum began. The following note is curious :- 

"Colonel Smith presents his compliments to Mr. Milne and re-
quests him to let Col. Smith know the hour when it is expected the 
Te Deum will be sung on his Majesty's entering St. Paul's. (111. 
S. has sent a quarter Gunner of the Tower with a Camp Colour: 
which, if Mr. Milne will have the goodness to give directions for 
the Guards (Corporals say) to be admitted to the Stone Gallery: 
He will display the Camp Colours at the South side of it: which 
Colour can be seen by Col. Smith and will be considered as the signal 
to fire the Guns of the Tower the moment the Te Deum will 
begin." 

A C•ARDMN 
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BRITISH OR GERMAN GOODS? 

VERY excellent article appears in "The Australian 
Statesman and Mining Standard" of February 1st, 
1917, on "Concealment in Business Names." It is 
our duty as it is our desire as loyal subjects, and as 
dutiful members of our Royal Institute to specify, 

select and direct in our buildings the entire use of Australian or 
British goods. There is evidence to prove that 6o per cent. of the 
goods coming to Australia to-day from America are bona-fide Ger-
man. For a long time after the war began, Australian soldiers were 
shot with Australian metal through German rifles, and every pre-
caution should be taken to see now that we know with whom we 
are dealing both in our selling and in our buying. The article above 
cited draws attention to the passing in England of late of a most 
stringent Act, the purpose of which is to compel continuously the dis-
closure of the true names of partners or principals in businesses, 
professions and firms, under which they will "be so registered and kept 
under official observation as to disclose continuously the true names 
of their members, and names formerly used by them, their 'nation-
ality of origin,' their usual place of residence, any other occupation 
in which they may be engaged, and particulars of any corporation 
that may share partnership rights with them. This new law is a 
direct outcome of Germany's covert and treacherous commercial 
methods, of which Great Britain, confiding as it was to the point 
of folly for many years before the war, has had a bitter experience 
that it will never forget." 

[When 



456 Britisb or German (Boobs 

When the Act was being debated in the House of Commons, ir 
Edward Carson said: "We wish in our dealings to know whether 
we are acting in the interests of our own people or in such a way 
as to build up credits and businesses for those who either are, or 
hereafter may become, our enemies," 

The article goes on to say: "Would not that plain statement 
serve equally well as a brief expression of Australian feeling in re- 
gard to numerous hybrid or speciously named firms in the Common-
wealth, which, unfortunately;  are still left free to mislead the public 
concerning their personnel and foreign connections—free also to act 
at the first favourable moment for men who, while trading in- 
directly through neutral channels, belong to enemy countries or assist 
their aims? The war has been in progress for two and a half years. 
It may end within the next six or nine months. We know that 
there will ensue a commercial struggle in which British interests will 
receive no quarter. Every thinking Australian knows, too, that it 
must be—certainly ought to be—followed immediately by the intro-
duction of an effective fiscal alliance in some form, designed in the 
first place to safeguard and develop trade within the British Empire, 
and secondly to secure fair play to those nations which have been our 
faithful allies in the •war." 

It is essential that we in Australia should be protected in the 
same way. "What is wanted, and wanted at once, is a measure of 
general application which will make it possible for the people of Aus-
tralia as a whole to know in every case with whom they are dealing 
in the ordinary course of business." 

The new English Act provides that "business firms are required 
to print on their letters, catalogues, and trade circulars, personal par-
ticulars of all their partners, such as present Christian names and sur-
names, any former names used by them, and their nationality. It is 
noteworthy that, as the result of an amendment adopted in the final 
debate on the Bill, this provision was made to apply to business cor-
respondence and printed matter sent by registered firms to any person 
within the British Empire, The original proposal limited the opera-
tion of the clause to the United Kingdom. Another clause pro-
vides that if a firm fail to register it is deprived, while its default 
continues, of recourse to the courts for the enforcement of any con- 
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tract made in respect of business in which it is interested, 	This 
stringent penalty, which might easily be serious in the case of im-
portant contracts, was questioned in the Commons, but allowed to 
stand; for as Sir George Cave (one of the most experienced legal 
authorities in the House) pointed out, `it is assumed that when a man 
does not register, but makes default, persons contracting with him 
may contract under a misapprehension, not knowing who the partners 
are, the names of whom they are entitled to know by law.' Neglect, 
without reasonable excuse, to register within the time prescribed by 
the Act, renders the partners in a firm individually liable on con-
viction to a fine of £5 for every day during which the default con-
tinues, and for making false statements there is an alternative maxi-
mum penalty of three months' imprisonment or a fine of £20. It 
is also provided that where the use of the word 'British' in the name 
of a firm is liable to mislead the public, registration shall be refused. 
The interpretation clause defines `foreign firm' as being any firm 
whose place of business is situated outside the British Empire. This 
settles a point concerning American firms which has frequently been 
the subject of rather unnecessary hesitation and controversy." 

"A subsidiary company registered here should be compelled to 
give a list of the shareholders of its parent company, or be declared 
an enemy firm." 

Recently quantities of Christmas cards in covers were imported 
and sold here, marked inside "Printed in Germany." These came 
in under the regulation that admits goods from neutral countries so 
long as 25 per cent. of each article is manufactured in that neutral 
country. The covers were made in America, and constituted the 25 
per cent. The article itself was "Made in Germany." There are 
strong indications that some of the goods laid before architects are 
likewise to a large extent German, and it is our duty to see as far 
as lies within our power that we have no dealings with any of them, 
except they are all British or not imported at all. 
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ETTER FROM SIG. JAS. H. 
WARDROP (A). 

HE following interesting letter just received by Mr. 
W. R. Butler from Sig. Jas. H. Wardorp (A.), 
who left Australia some few months since with the 
9th Reinforcements to the 8th Infantry Brigade, 
describes in picturesque language some thrilling ex- 

periences on his voyage to England amidst the terrors of the sub- 
marine menace:-_,T.,  
Dear Mr. Butler, 

After eight long monotonous weeks on the water, we have landed 
in "Merrie" England, and at a time when that adjective was never 
less deserved, for the day of disembarkation was cold and drizzly and 
did not at all promise 1,vell to those whose first visit here it was. 
Although the trip across was, on the whole, the essence of monotony, 
still at intervals it was relieved by touches of colour. We signallers 
too, had a better time than the infantry, being free from guard and 
fatigue duties. However, we had to do two hours, alternate 
night and day, duty on the bridge, as ship signallers. This duty 
though, was pleasant rather than otherwise, as I managed to chum up 
with the 3rd officer, who discoursed interestingly to me of navigation 
and astronomy, until much that hitherto had been mystery to me in 
the running of a liner was clear. Interesting too it was to speak to 
him of different parts of the world that we both had seen. The ship 
quartermasters also were interesting in their own way, and beguiled 
many a midnight watch of mine with their yarns. One in particular, 
a young sailor from Brixton, was very earnest in his tales, so much so 
in fact that his steering at times suffered, and the ship would zig-zag 
on its course like a drunken man. This became so glaring one day 
that the "skipper" noticed it and told him that he did not so much 
mind the ship being used to write names on the face of the Indian 
Ocean, but he did object to the "old tub" being turned around to 
view the handiwork. That sarcasm was typical of the captain, who 
was an old dyspeptic and very acid in consequence. Apart from this 
duty on the bridge, our time was occupied teaching to the infantry 
semaphore signalling. Although this was trying work at times, it 
served the purpose of keeping us in practice and passing the time 
away. To anyone with a sense of humour it was irresistibly funny 
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to watch some of the denser chaps gyrate their way around the al-
phabet. Geometry is not for such as these, I am afraid. 

We were more fortunate than most contingents in getting shore 
leave at Fremantle and Cape Town. Cape Town appealed to me 
mainly through its quaint white houses of Dutch architecture. Nest-
ling immediately in the shadow of the huge table mountain, which on 
this occasion had on its tablecloth of white cloud, it made a mighty 
pretty picture. I attempted a water color sketch from the ship, but I 
am afraid the subject was too big for me. At Dakai, French Senegal, 
we took on a 4.7 gun, with which to greet any German submarine 
that expressed the desire to flirt with us. Dakai I will always remem-
ber because of the sight of the "niggers" coaling our boat from barges 
at dusk. Rising from the coal dust in the depths of the barges, these 
blacks, the colour of the coal themselves, looked in the flickering light 
of lanterns like so many evil spirits rising in smoke from a lower reg-
ion. Laden with baskets of coal, and dressed in all manner of fantas-
tic garments, more scanty than fashionable, they walked across a sway-
ing plank to disappear into a great hole in the side of the ship, com-
pleting a picture which reminded me of nothing so much as a scene 
from Dante's "Inferno," without, however, the gentle Virgil to ex-
plain its symbolism. 

Within two days' sail of England, we ran into a 
dense fog in the Bay of Biscay. I remember that particular even-
ing I was on duty on the bridge from six o'clock, and it was quite 
dark, the fog being so thick that I couldn't see the mainmast a few 
yards away. Every few minutes the fog would lift for a while, 
and then the ship, running directly towards the full moon, it ap-
peared as if we were travelling along a silver road. A wonderfully 
pretty sight it was. However, the fog did not permit much of this, 
and I will never forget the eerie feeling it gave to be hemmed in by 
that thick fog, the ship practically at a standstill, the vague figures 
of the submarine guard changing over, flitting here and there, and 
the deep silence broken only by the harsh clang of the ship's bell, and 
the croak of the fog siren. I was not altogether sorry when I was 
relieved. However, I had barely turned in and fallen asleep, when 
we were all roused and told to stow our hammocks, dress, and stand 

[by 
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by with lifebelts properly secured. 	I can tell you when we were 
informed that we had wandered in among three or four submarines, 
I expected a momentary introduction to a torpedo in a violent temper. 
However, it didn't eventuate, and after slinging hammocks again and 
stowing them, we finally spent that night and the rest of our nights 
fully dressed and with lifebelts on, resting on the deck. 	In the 
morning we discovered that the ship was running south instead of 
north, and this, together with the fact which we discovered on land-
ing, that seven ships had been sunk in our vicinity on that night made 
us realise that the excitement on that night was not misplaced. Any-
way, it was not for five days, after travelling in thick fog continually, 
that we landed. Immediately on landing at Plymouth we were en- 
trained and taken to Wilton, near Salisbury. 	Wilton House, the 
home of the Earl of Pembroke here promises well for a future visit, 
being rich in architectural and sculptural gems. It has a famous 
Italian primal garden, containing the famous Palladian Bridge. 
However, our time so far since landing, has been occupied with 
drilling, inoculation, anticipations of leave, and other like things in-
cidental to a life in the ranks. With the compliments of the season 
to yourself and family, I am, 

Yours, sincerely, 
JAS. H. WARDROP. 

REPORTS AND JOURNALS RECEIVED FROM KINDRED 
INSTITUTES WITH THANKS. 

"Kalendar of Manchester Society of Architects," 1916-17. 
"Journal of Royal Institute of Ireland," 1916. 
"Architectural Association, Brown Book," 1916-17. 
"Architectural Association Journal," September, 1916. 
"Dun's Review," November, 1916. 
"Australian Hardware and Machinery," November, December, 1916 
"Building and Real Estate," September, October and November, 

1916. 
"Annali D'Ingegneri E D'Architettura Publicati delli Societa' 

degli ingegneri e degli Architti Italiani," Nos, 8 to 22, 1916. 
"Architecture," Vol. I, No. 1, Jan., 1917. 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

Committee's Report for the year ending December, 1916. 

HE Committee's Annual Report, as follows, was pre- 
sented to the members last month, recording the pro-
ceedings of the tenth year of the Society. 

During 1916, ten General Meetings were held, 
all of which were well attended considering our re- 

duced numbers. 

During the year the Committee found it necessary to hold 15 
Committee Meetings for the conduct of the business of the Society. 

The policy of the Committee has been greatly encumbered by 
the grave circumstances arising from the war, but nevertheless, a 
good year's work has been accomplished. Even our financial position 
is relatively more satisfactory than at this period of last year. 

The number of members fighting for the righteous cause now 
exceeds 6o. The names of these worthy members are recorded on 
the Roll of Honour which we have had erected in the Institute 
rooms. 

Since the last report, it becomes necessary to record, with deep 
regret, that Lieut. A. S. Williams, A.R.V.I.A., was killed in action 
on July 22nd. Also that Messrs. McCrae and Clayfield are like-
wise reported killed. 

During the year, several lectures, including Architectural, Com-
mercial and Touring subjects were given by the following gentle- 
men :—Mr. Lucas, on "What I saw of the Glories of Greece"; Mr. 
Williamson, "Home Studies"; Mr. Hare, "Steel Construction"; 
Chas. R. Du Rieu, "Glimpses of the World"; Mr. Kerr, "Con- 
crete Construction." 	Social evenings and sketching competitions 
were also held. 

Two competitions were held during the year, of which the win-
ners and placed names and subjects are as follow:—Sideboard Com-
petition, 5 entries. E. T. Dickens, 1st; L. C. Hopkins, 2nd; F. 
Ditterich, 3rd. 	Honour Board Competition: H. F. Coates, 1st; 
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H. L. Coburn, 2nd; L. C. Hopkins, 3rd. As will be seen, the entries 
were only fair, and members are urged to think a little more ser-
iously in regard to their competing for the subjects set by the Com- 
mittee. 	Further Competitions will be held next year, and good 
entries will be expected. 

The social aspect of the Society, as in former years, has not been 
overlooked, and the Committe report with pleasure that an orchestra 
has been founded, which performed at several of the social evenings. 

The inauguration of a Tennis Club was commenced early in the 
year, and was fairly well supported by the younger members of the 
Society. 

The donations received during the year are as follows :—Messrs. 
Brooks Robinson, Z2/2/-; Mr. R. V. Courtney, 10/6. 	Besides 
these, prizes were given for Competition, held at General Meetings, 
by Messrs. Masters and Sutherland. 

The matter of publishing the journal has bee again considered, 
but deemed inadvisable by the Committee. 

The Committee desire to thank the members for their support 
and also those gentlemen who have so kindly helped the Society by 
lectures, donations, and by judging the Competitions during the 
year. 

G. SUTHERLAND, President. 
JAMES H. JORGENSEN, Hon. Sec. 

December, z916. 

Agnew otrri-prers. 
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MEMBERS ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 

Herbert A. Black, Citizens' Buildings, Collins Street. 
Sergt. J. H. Wardrop, 8th Infantry Brigade, A.I.F., Abroad. 
Sergt. E. R. Bradshaw, Field Engineers, Officers' School, Moor Park, 

N.S.W. 
Major W. A. Henderson, 5th Field Co. Engineers, 2nd Australian 

Division, A.LF., Abroad, 
Lieut. Eric Teague, loth Field Co. Engineers, A.I.F., Abroad. 
Lieut. Robt. Howden, South-West African Forces, c/o P.O. Box 

2366, Johannesburg, Transvaal, South Africa. 
Lieut. J. A. E. Toone, A.R.I.B.A., c/o Mrs. M. A. Toone, 93 Ply-

mouth Grove West, Manchester, England. 
Lieut. P. B. Hudson, B.3170, c/o Col, Moon, C.M.G., 1st Aust. 

Divisional Supply Col., Motor Transport D.C.O., A.I.F., 
Abroad. 

Brigadier-General J. J. T. Hobbs, C.M.G., Mutual Prov. Chambers, 
St. George's Terrace, Perth, W.A. 

Major A. G. H. Black, Devonport, Tasmania. 
Gunner G. B. Leith, J Sub-Section, 3rd Depot Brigade, Military 

Camp, Maribyrnong. 

MEMBERS OF THE STUDENTS' ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY 
ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 

Private F. E. Bradbury, Public Works Department, Melbourne. 
Sergt. H. R. H. Butler, c/o W. R. Butler (F.) , Queensland Build-

ings, William Street, Melbourne. 
Private F. Christian, 98 Newry Street, North Fitzroy. 
Private J. Firth, c/o Messrs. F. & K. Mackay, 34 Queen Street. 
Lieut. T. S. Parkes, c/o. Messrs. Eggleston & Oakley, 36o Collins 

Street. 
Sergt. Hugh L. Peck, 149 D. Company, 5th Battalion, 2nd Aust. 

Division, A.I.F., Abroad, O.A.S.A. 
Lieut. K. K. Turner, c/o . R. M. Turner, Esq., 99 Queen Street, 

Melbourne. 
[Members 



MEMBERS OF TRE VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 

G. H. Earp 
L. J. Finning (K.) 
J. Firth 
J. A. S. Fulton (K.) 
A. S. Hall 
B. Hosking 
P. B. Hudson, Driver 

The Editor will be glad to 
tinctions gained by members on 
any further members who enlist. 

H. A ect 
A. J. Ainslie, Lieut. 
J. P. Atkinson 
E. Bastings, Sergt. 
A. Beech 
J. Begg 
H. Berry 
C. V. Bidencope 
H. D. Bradbury 
H. R. H. Butler, Sergt. 
S. P. Calder 
C. R. Carleton 
G. B. Carr 
F. Christian 
V. R. Clarke 
E. Clayfield (K.) 
H. F. Coates 
W. H. Craig 
R. V. Cutler, Major 
F. S. Davidson 
R. S. Demam, Corp. 
I. Dimant, Lieut. 
J. Duckmanton, Lieut 

T. C. Inches, Corp. 
L. F. Irwin, Lieut. 
P. H. Johnson 
A. W. Keown 
W. W. Keep 
G. Keesing, Lieut. 
J. S. Lothian 
G. G. McCrae (K.), Major 
F. C. Noakes, Lieut. 
H. G. Nolan, Lieut, 
K. H. Oliphant 
R. C. Oliver 
T. S. Parkes, Lieut. 
L. Payne 
H. L. Peck (W.), Sergt. 
F. Peterson, Lieut. 
G. T. Potter 
J. R. Robinson 
L. N. Rudd 
L. B. Rule 
F. C. Sale, Lieut. 
J. S. Sharp 
R K Stevenson, Lieut 
H. F. Taylor, Lieut. 
R. M. Taylor 
B. C. Thompson 
D. W. Tullock 
K. K. Turner (prisoner) 
A. S. Williams (K.), Lieut. 
L. J. Willshire 

be informed of promotions and dis-
active service, and of the names of 





THE LATE JOHN LITTLE (F.) 

Hon. Secretary R.V.I.A., 1900-1917, and Editor " The Journal of Proceedings." 



THE LATE JOHN LITTLE. 

OHN LITTLE, the late hon. secretary of the Insti-
tute, was the son of Thomas Little, Builder, of Man-
chester, England, was born in 1856 in Manchester, 
and educated at the Grammar School in that city. 
He arrived in Melbourne September, 1882, and en- 

tered the office of Grainger & D'Ebro. He later commenced 
practice alone, and afterwards took into partnership Hillson Beasley, 
now practising in Perth, W.A. 	At a later date his firm became 
Grainger, Kennedy & Little, and after a further period—in which he 
again practised alone—Grainger & Little, and at the time of his 
death the style of his firm was Grainger, Little & Barlow. 

For some years, while continuing his private practice, he was in-
structor in Architecture at the Working Men's College. He be-
came an Associate of the Institute in 1892, Fellow in 'goo, Honor-
ary Assistant Secretary in 1896, and Honorary Secretary in 1900. 
He was most assiduous in his work at the Institute, as in everything 
he took in hand. During his zo years' Institute work, he only missed 
three meetings, except in the period of his absence abroad, and five 
meetings from which illness prevented his attendance. 

In partnership, he was associated with a number of important 
city buildings designed by his firm, including the Melbourne Savings 
Bank, Elizabeth Street; the last Town Hall additions, Swanston 
Street; Elizabeth House, Elizabeth Street; the Swinburne Tech-
nical College (in conjunction with Campbell & Kernot); Cliveden 
Mansions alterations, and a large number of residences and other 
buildings which stand to the memory of his painstaking care and un-
wearying devotion to his profession. 

His loss will be severely felt by the Institute, both in his work 
as Honorary Secretary, and in that also very important position he 
occupied for so many years, as Editor of the "R.V.I.A. Journal." 
As Editor of the "Journal" the sincerest thanks of all members are 
due to him for his able articles from time to time appearing in the 
"Journal," for the careful and skilful manner in which it has been 
edited under his management, and none the less for the very success-
ful results achieved under his direction from the financial point of 

view. 
[Architecture 



RCHITECTURE " • THE NEW 
JOURNAL OF THE STATE 

INSTITUTES. 

And a few thoughts arising out of its perusal.—By W.R.B. 

RCHITECTURE," the new Journal of the New 
South Wales and other State Institutes of Architects, 
Vol. I, No. 1, January 1917, has come to hand. 
It is a publication of ambitious proportions, printed 
on paper about an inch larger each way than our own 

Journal, and merits our attention. It does not inform us how often 
it will issue. On the front cover is a reproduction of a charming 
little pencil sketch by Mr. George Sydney Jones, the Editor, of a 
church at Strathfield, which we hope may be followed in coming issues 
by sketches of equal merit. 

The title page describes it as "Architecture: an Australasian Re-
view of Architecture, and the Allied Arts and Sciences, being the 
official journal of the Institute of Architects of New South Vales, 
Queensland, South Australia, West Australia, and Tasmania," and 
it goes on to say that `Architecture' is the sole property of the In-
stitute of Architects of N.S.W." 

There are six Institutes included in the title page, for although 
our owrt Institute is not mentioned in the title itself above recited, 
it is represented lower down on the title page by its seal among the 
seals of the other five Institutes. 

The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects was invited by the 
promoters of "Architecture" to join in and to merge its journal into 
the new one under review, but owing to contracts with advertisers, 
and our having been so long established with considerable success, 
the Council thought it best to reciprocate to the fullest extent with 
"Architecture," but still to publish our own journal nevertheless. 

The "Purpose of `Architecture'" overleaf is stated to be among 
other things . . . "to acquaint the members of each Institute with 
what action the other Institutes are taking on all public and pro-
fessional questions which have to do in any shape with the Art and 
Craft of Architecture." 

We hear very little of what is happening in Architectural spheres 
in other States, and to other Australian Institutes, and welcomed this 
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early intimation. The Editor was delighted, thinking he would al-
ways find without trouble quite a lot about Architectural happenings 
to fill up "Along the Bye-Paths," but to our surprise, and the Editor's 
discomposure, no mention is made throughout the whole journal of 
what the other Institutes are doing, and all that we are told about the 
doings of the N.S.W. Institute is that it was instrumental in bring-
ing about the endowment of a Department of Architecture at the 
Sydney University. This in itself is a big thing, and an advance the 
profession has long wanted and deserved, and our best thanks are due 
to those whose efforts have achieved the desired object. But surely 
the five Institutes did something to record, too ! 

A Journal usually records the daily doings of the Institute it is 
issued from, the word "Journal" implies as much, but there is no 
other mention of meetings, or proceedings among any of the six In-
stitutes. Other issues may give us more of the "Journal" element, 
so conspicuous by its absence from the first issue, that we are re-
minded of that charming illusion— 

"The sun was shining on the sea, 
Shining with all his might : 

And this was odd, because it was 
The middle of the night." 

But we are promised that " `Architecture' will represent the 
ideals of the Architects of Australia and their Institutes and fight for 
them," so we have good prospects in store and shall expect much of 
this Journal so well launched. 

In the "Publisher's note to Architects, Builders and others in-
terested," among other things readers are informed that "the New 
Journal will be absolutely controlled by the Institute of Architects 
of New South Wales,' and it goes on to say that "Advertisers of 
building materials, structural methods, house decorations, artistic 
furnishings, landscape gardening, etc., will find `Architecture' an ideal 
medium." 

That the new journal should appear to foster and encourage that 
abomination of all true lovers of garden craft and garden architecture, 
popularly understood by the misnomer of "Landscape Gardening," 

[is 



" Erchítectute " : the View i0urna[ 	 468 

is to be regretted, and we hope the statement was slipped in by the 
publishers, who are not architects, of course, and escaped the eagle eye 
of the Institute censor. 

"Capability" Brown was the inventor of this phrase, and the first 
exponent of that abortion in gardening craft masquerading under 
the smug title of "landscape gardening." Reginald Blomfield tells us 
that "he was a kitchen gardener, but took the judicious line that 
knowledge hampered originality. He accordingly dispensed with any 
training in design," and so his method and all those of the landscape 
gardening ilk represent in the art of garden design the antithesis of all 
that Architects stand for. "Capability" Brown made his garden 
paths to wriggle without form, and his borders to wobble without 
meaning, and built grottoes of shells and rocks, but saved nothing, 
because he used as much masonry to stick these shells and rocks upon 
as, for instance, is used in the Palladian Bridge by Inigo Jones in 
the garden at Wilton House (referred to in a letter from J. H. War-
drop in this issue). The shell grotto, like a certain type of the 
modern American pantomimic nonsense in architecture, perishes as 
quickly as light fancy changes, but the well designed garden, or bit 
of garden architecture, is as lasting and educative a branch of our pro-
fessional work as you may find. Instructors in architectural design 
should instruct in the design of gardens "without which buildings and 
palaces are but gross handiworks," for none but well-designed gard-
ens can fittingly surround any of our buildings, be they rich or 
humble; they may vary in character as the dignity or simplicity of 
the occasion requires, but will always and for ever be opposed to that 
wriggling process, which is at enmity with all principles of design, 
produced by the anzemical in garden craft, styling himself the "land-
scape" gardener. 

"Architecture" contains a well-written, interesting article on 
"An Australian Style of Architecture." The writer wonders why 
the Australian Universities have so long neglected architecture, and 
the article goes on to say that "Architecture is one of the foundations 
of, and is also the highest and most lasting expression of, a nation's 
greatness. .... History shows that the zenith of a nation's ach-
ievement is coeval with the best of its Architecture.... The men 
who dotted the world with rare and beautiful buildings made their 
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race immortal." It goes on to speak of renowned sculpture and 
architecture that has made the history of Empires 	 "To-day 
Cheops lives only in his Pyramid 	 The Pyramids were old 
in antiquity when the first Greek found his way to Heliopolis." .. . 
Yet "ask the man in the street what he knows of Egypt, and he will 
speak of the Pyramids." The vast Pyramid was typical of the desert, 
and "Australia," it says, "has been gifted with characteristics that are 
unusually distinctive. There is nothing in the world so feathery deli-
cate, so suggestive of the combined delicacy of the finest of pen and 
brush work as the outline of a mass of eucalypti against a sunset sky. 
Our woods are the hardest on earth. Our precious stones are the 
most varied and wonderful. Our fauna is unique. Our Architec-
ture and sculpture should be in harmony and stand alone, exquisite 
and splendid in the long and glorious story of the craft. It should 
be the finest expression of perfect science in the most beautiful form." 

The writer, whose name is not disclosed, regrets that he is "not 
an Architect." He wishes he were. . . . "The Australian crafts-
man in steel and stone is indeed the pampered heir of all the ages. 
His land teems with beautiful materials, and is replete with exquisite 
suggestions. And now that the State and the University have rec-
ognised his splendid craft, and given it the recognition it should have 
had from the first, let us hope the time is drawing near when the 
world will speak with admiration of the perfect Australian order of 
Architecture and Sculpture." 

There is also an interesting article on Sir Baldwin Spencer's col-
lection of Australian pictures, now on view in the National Gallery, 
Sydney, and very justifiable praise is given to this valuable and repre-
sentative collection, seen for the first time in N.S.W. AItogether, 
there are about 220 exhibits, and these are hanging in one gallery 
cleared for their better display. Very just and high praise is given 
to the triumphant skill with which Sir Baldwin Spencer has, over 
a period of years, gathered together so magnificent a collection of 
purely Australian pictures. 

"Some Thoughts on the Trend of Australian Architecture," by 
G. S. Jones, is the heading of another article of interest on this theme 
that we hope some day will lead to a local style in Architecture. The 

[writer 
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writer says, speaking of his objection to the broken and irregular 
outlines of buildings in many of our important streets: "I would not 
advocate the dull uniformity of Regent's Crescent in London." We 
do not know if the author is aware that the London authorities who, 
some years ago, called in Norman Shaw, and carried out his design 
for rebuilding the Crescent for a certain distance, replacing the "dull 
uniformity" of Nash, have now decided to abandon Shaw's design 
and presumably to pull it all down again and erect as before. The 
dull uniformity being regarded by almost all as better suited to the 
purpose. If Architecture does not suit the purpose, we cannot long 
endure it. 

He goes on to say, "It is questionable whether some of the forms 
and features of the Architecture to which we have so long been used 
will be seen in the buildings of the near future," and incidentally 
advocates the flat roof for domestic and public buildings, comparing 
our climate with that of the East, where flat roofs abound. But he 
says nothing of the trouble arising from heat, and noise penetrating 
flat roofs, either of the concrete order, or of any of the malthoid type 
of roofs, or the necessity to put either a lower ceiling inside or an up-
per protecting roof above the flat, if the top storey of the building is 
to have comfort. Experiments are now being made on one of the large 
flat roofs in Sydney, to cure these serious defects, that so far have 
received little attention. Many buildings in Melbourne suffer from 
flat concrete or malthoid roofs, but one of them is successfully covered 
with twelve inches of soil, which is made to grow green grass, and 
is comfortable underneath. 

The Journal is well illustrated with drawings and photographs 
of buildings of interest, including R. S. Dod's New Zealand Insur-
ance Building, Brisbane, a slick sketch of a small house by Water-
house, and has some good head and tail pieces and a number of 
photographs of other buildings. The Romanes Lecture, 1895, by 
Holman Hunt, on "Obligations of the Universities towards Art," 
is "continued," but as the Journal is Vol. I, No. 1, it is not clear 
where it is continued from! 

There are reviews of the Medical School building, at the Univer-
sity of Sydney, with a view of it; the Union Bank, Brisbane, and 
other buildings; also articles on placing concrete by pneumatic force 
and live steam, and on modern paint production. 

470 
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"The Legitimate Use of Imitations in Decoration," by Godfrey 
Giles, F.I.B.D., is an article that brings to mind many uses of imita-
tion in every day life that we are not apt to regard as imitations, and 
it also gives one's conscience a certain amount of ease and consolation, 
and helps one to be satisfied with the use of imitations that in one's 
youthful enthusiasm under the study of Ruskin one would have 
abhorred. The writer is a decorator, and gives some very valuable ex-
amples of the proper and improper use of our ability to imitate. 
Everyone who can should read this interesting and instructive article. 

Two or three pages are given to model answers to R.I.B.A. 
examination questions, with instructive illustrations and useful dia-
grams, and under "Multum inParvo" is a sort of novelette, written 
to advertise "American Oscillating Wall Beds," and various other 
advertised goods are mentioned in illusive manner to clear some-
body's character or to give them a "boost." 

A criticism on "A Wonderful Book," entitled The Greek House, 
is strongly recommended to readers of the early history of Archi-
tecture from the Neolithic period onward! It points out that 
the Hellenic civilization was not the first civilization of Southern 
Europe. A civilization leading up to that of Greece existed thous-
ands of years before in Northern Africa, and about the parts now 
known as Spain and Sicily. Buildings were both oval and rectangu-
lar, and the writer of the review makes the statement that "the 
round was undoubtedly the natural shape," and that "Nature abhors 
straight lines." With the latter statement we cannot agree, as the 
contrary seems, in fact, rather to be the truth, viz., that Nature 
manifests some of its most specious attributes by means of straight 
lines. As illustrations, we may mention that Light, the source of 
all life, travels in straight lines. The law of gravitation, by which 
the whole universe is held together, operates on straight lines, and in 
Ethics nothing will stand that is not "straight." The sea horizon, to 
the eye, is a straight line. Spiders spin their webs in straight lines. 
The hexagonal structure of the honeycomb that gives the greatest 
possible strength, utility, and economy for material used is composed 
of straight lines (see Maeterlinck's "The Life of the Bee.") The 
stones of the Giant's Causeway, one of the world's wonders, are con-
structed of straight lines. Crystals, the most beautiful of the world's 
stones, in great part are formed of straight lines, hexagons, pyramids, 
and the like. Writing of the ruby, the hardest of stones (after the dia-
mond), Ruskin says, "Look at the beautiful hexagonal lines which 
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gleam on its surface, and here is a pretty white sapphire (essentially 
the same stone as the ruby) in which you will see the same lovely 
structure, like the threads of the finest cobweb. It is often a question 
whether one should call the fibres composing them threads or 
needles." Architecture is not so out of touch with Nature that an 
Architect can let this mis-statement that "Nature abhors straight 
lines" pass unnoticed. 

Under "How Americans Save Space," attention is drawn to the 
fact that Sydney has at last acquired a new Building Act. The article 
states that "In the Californian city of San Francisco we find enor-
mous `Apartment Houses' in the very best parts of the city, great 
structures of seven or eight storeys, built on land valued at £50o per 
foot frontage, with a, depth of not more than 40 or 6o feet. The 
exterior walls of such a structure as shown in the accompanying 
ground plan would be composed of six inches of reinforced concrete, 
and would cost, approximately, £15,000 to erect. Owing to the 
American floor-space-saving ideas, the number of tenants carried 
is sufficient to yield over £150 per month rent." 

It is quite right to draw attention to the great saving space there 
is by using reinforced concrete walls, but why not head the article 
"How Melbournians Save Space?" There was no need to go so 
far afield as America for an illustration! An opportunity has been 
missed of paying quite a nice little compliment to a city of one of 
the Allied Institutes, and we must not miss chances of using the 
home product now. As I write this, I am sitting in my office in 
Melbourne at the top of a nine-storey building of reinforced concrete, 
built from my designs five years ago, with six inch walls identical 
with the example above cited in America (that may have been copied 
from mine!) in which enough floor space was saved by use of the 
concrete walls to bring in about £400 a year additional rent! The 
article, however, notwithstanding this emphasis of the old proverb 
that the "Prophet is not without fame except in his own country," 
contains some useful hints on saving of space in furnishing and fittings, 
and in economising of labour in administration. 	And with this 

article, the Journal suddenly ceases! Stops up against the cover, 
without even a flyleaf to break the fact gently. The Journal is well 
printed on good paper, and in excellent style, and should commend 
itself to a large body of readers and be of good service to the pro- 

fession. 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

ELAY in Issue.—Owing to the unfortunate death of 
our Editor, referred to more fully on another page, 
this issue of the Journal has been much delayed. It 
is intended, however, to catch up the lee-way, and to 
issue the March number in its proper month. Mem- 

bers, subscribers and advertisers are asked to be kind enough to over-
look the regretted delay in issue, on account of the difficulty of the in-
experienced in gathering together the many threads where they had 
been so reluctantly laid down by the busy hands now for ever gone 
to their long last rest. 

"Architecture."—We have received Vol. I, No. 1, January, 
1917, of "Architecture," the new Journal of the Institutes of Archi-
tects of New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, West Aus-
tralia, and Tasmania, which is reviewed elsewhere in this issue. 

The R.I.B.A. Royal Gold Medal for 1916 was presented last 
year to Sir Robert Rowand Anderson, Architect, of Edinburgh. Sir 
Rowand has designed a very large number of important public build-
ings, churches, schools, mansions, and houses in the old country. The 
new Medical School, Edinburgh University, won by him in com-
petition, cost over £i,000,000, and this was but one of his large 
buildings. Mr. Ernest Newton, the President of the R.I.B.A., in 
presenting the Royal Gold Medal, said: "One would have thought 
that the carrying out of such a formidable list of important works 
would have been sufficient to absorb the energies of any ordinary 
man, but he nevertheless found time to devote to the improvement 
of Architectural Education in Scotland." He founded the Edinburgh 

[School 



Wong the 33reGlAatbs 
	

474 

School of Applied Art, and for twenty-one years held the position of 
Honorary Director, which is the more remarkable when it is re-
membered that during these years, his greatest works were being car-
ried out. In his address to the R.LB.A. on the presentation of the 
Royal Gold Medal, he offers some very valuable advice to students, 
a résumeé of which we will hope to publish in the next issue. 

Restrictions upon Private Building in England.—Not long since 
in England, the Ministry for Munitions informed the R.I.B.A. that 
labour was required for munition factories and other buildings of 
urgent national importance, and that the war had compelled the 
Ministry to place restrictions upon private building. The notifica-
tion went on to state that every trade in the country had to take 
its share in the great task, that many war factories urgently required 
more building labour for their completion, and that the housing of 
those who worked in the factories was a problem that also had to 
be faced. "It is obvious that under these conditions private building 
must be restricted. 	The necessity for restriction is made still 
greater by the fact that the use of constructional steel in private 
building work limits the available supply of a material essential for 
the prosecution of the war.... The public would be well advised 
to take advantage of the period during which the regulations are in 
force to get plans prepared for future undertakings so that the work 
may be ready to start when the demobilization of the army begins 
after the war." Private building without permission is limited to 
an expenditure of £500. 

Death of R. Phene Spiers.—At the age of 77,  the death was 
recently recorded in England of this most distinguished erudite 
architect, and scholar. Professor W. R. Lethaby, writing of him in 
the last issue of the R.I.B.A. Journal of 1916, says that in the 
eighteen-nineties "he was the only man in England who took the 
whole world for his province ... He loved the Gothic equally with 
the Greek as part of the great process of Architecture, and I don't 
think he felt any more need to love one and hate the other than he 
did to love mutton and hate beef, or vice versa. He was thankful 
for both." His attainments in literature and scholastic work are 
too numerous to even outline. He held the appointment of Master 
in Architecture to the Royal Academy Schools, London, for thirty- 
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six years, and here in the eighties I (the writer of the "Bye-Paths" of 
this issue) had the privilege of studying under him, and shall always 
keep the memory of his painstaking and great ability. 
When he retired from this position in 1905, the appreciation 
of his services was the signal for a remarkable demonstration. He 
was entertained at an historic dinner, under the presidency of Sir 
Aston Webb, and an illuminated address, among other things, was 
presented to him bearing the signatures of over 300 British Architects, 
24 from the Dominions, 15 from the United States, four from Japan, 
and many from European countries; a special commemoration medal 
was struck in his honour by the Societe Centrale des Architectes 
Francais, a portrait medallion was painted, and specially bound vol-
umes of books and other gifts were presented in token of the high es-
teem in which he was held. R. Phene Spiers contributed very largely 
to the Academic knowledge of Architecture of his generation, and 
left his footprints firmly embedded on the sands of time. 

Professional Classes War Relief Council.—This Council in Eng-
land has been doing grand work for the relief of the widows and wives 
of professional men. At their Maternity Home, Princes Gate, Lon-
don, expert nursing is provided almost free by voluntary helpers. 
Since the Home was opened in 1915, 180 babies have been born there 
to the wives of professional men in needy circumstances. 

Federal Parliament House Competition.—The following Ietter 
from the High Commissioner's office in London to the R.I.B.A. 
anent this matter is interesting. 

18th September, 1916. 
Sir,—With reference to the deputation which waited upon the 

High Commissioner from your Institute re the competition for the 
Federal Parliament House at Canberra, I am directed by the High 
Commissioner to state that having communicated by cable with the 
Commonwealth Government, he has now received a cablegram in 
reply as follows :- 

"With reference to your telegram of September 5th the Govern-
ment, after careful consideration of the whole matter, including ob-
jections of Victoria and British Architects to the approved resumption 
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of competition, considers it advisable to proceed, owing to the fact 
that after the war the rebuilding of Europe will occupy the attention 
of British and Continental architects to such an extent that they will 
not be prepared to compete. Further postponement will only accen-
tuate the difficulty, and meanwhile the large expenditure which has 
been incurred renders early occupation of the Capital very desirable. 
The work will also provide employment for hundreds of Australians 
after the war." 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) R. MUIRHEAD COLLINS 

Metal-Craft. 	The whole of the metal work on the furniture 
sent by the Victorian State Government to the Panama Exposition, 
was turned out by Messrs. Woffinden, Anderson & Co., of 402 P.O. 
Place, Melbourne. Mr. Woffinden of that firm was trained in the 
workshops of the renowned Birmingham Guild of Handicraft. An-
other recent example of hand-beaten metal-work by this firm is the 
combined Tenant List Newel Post, at Universal Chambers, Collins 
Street, Melbourne, an altogether unique piece of work, requiring both 
ingenuity and skill in the execution of the design. 
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