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AUSTRALIAN TIMBERS 
, (RE-AFFORESTATION). 

(By the Editor.) 

N previous articles, we dealt with Australian timbers 
from their constructional and ornamental values. 
We now concentrate attention upon the important 
subject of re-afforestation, realising that if this be 
neglected the present sources of supply would soon 

be exhausted. Sympathetically dealing with the whole of Australia, 
we are compelled within the limits of this article to confine our re-
marks to Victoria. It is probable that at an earlier period of the 
world's history, almost the whole land surface was covered with tim-
ber. North Africa, for instance, was not always desert, for two 
thousand years ago it supported a large population. Forest lands 
have ever been the victim of man's greed. In early days he obtained 
most of his materials for building from the forest, burnt its timber 
to keep alive his fires, hunted the forest for his flesh-food, and even 
thousands of years ago, treated his forests with about as little intelli-
gence as the typical Victorian settler of to-day. He did a "bit of 
clearing" for pasturage of his flocks and herds, and in this clearing 
he found that his crops grew luxuriantly in its richer soil with 
its conserved moisture, and its wind breaks, than they did in the 
sun-baked areas where there were no trees. 

Private ownership necessarily extended, some owners would 
reafforestise; others would not. There was left a forest here and 
there. This—a condition of the old world—has been introduced 
into Australia, and with regard to timber on his land, had not a man 
a right to do what he liked with his own? There is one essential 
difference, however, between the older communities of the world and 
Australia. Every square mile of our areas has been in the possession 
of the State, and land which was alienated has but recently 
passed out of its hands. The damage to forests by settlers in recent 
years has been enormous, and the destruction of valuable timber on 
their holdings is a standing indictment of the mis-control exercised 
by the Lands Department. It had no moral right whatever to divide 
large portions of inalienated land into selections, and to allow— 
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under cover of grazing licences—unfortunate settlers to ringbark, 
fell and burn valuable timber in order to grow a little grass for one 
or two small-sized cows to starve upon. The Forestry Department, 
whose duty it is to conserve our timber resources, can do very little 
in a case of this nature. 

Despite this neglect, however, Victoria is still the best timbered 
State in Australia. With an area of 56,245,000 acres it has about 
12,000,000 acres of woodland, 4,000,000 of which are set aside as 
climatic reserves for the production of timber, about 3,800,000 being 
for the purpose of forest and water supply. 2,500,000 acres are situ-
ated on the slopes of high mountain ranges, and protection of these 
is essential for maintenance of springs and streams. 5oo,000 acres 
are in the extreme east of Victoria, from which there are no means 
of transport. Another 5oo,000 acres are in the central districts, 
which, having been cut out, are now closed for the protection of 
young timber, whilst in the remaining 500,000 acres timber cutting 
is carried on in various parts. Yet the percentage of forest land in 
Victoria is only 7 as against 17 for France, 25 for America and 30 
for Japan. The yearly output of sawn timber from Victorian forests 
was 64,391,000 super feet in 1904, and of this the Yarra and Otway 
reserves yielded nearly 43,000,000 feet. These figures seem large 
until we learn that the timber felled in the whole of Australia is 
683,091,0oo super feet. Switzerland alone—which is about two-
thirds the area of Tasmania—produces 789,984,000 feet of timber, 
over ioo,000,000 feet per year more than the whole of Australia. 

The royalty for cutting Victorian timber is merely a nominal sum 
(£14,631), or rather less than 6d. per 100 super feet for sawn tim-
ber, whereas judging by the royalties paid in New Zealand and else-
where (where a charge of about 5/- per too sup. feet is made), on 
the present cutting per year, Victoria should receive £146,310, or 
ten times the present amount. If Victoria increased her output to 
that of Switzerland, she would receive an income of £1,975,000 per 
year. This shows the sum which is being lost every year through 
the gross neglect of our timber resources. Afforestation demands 
that attention be given to every tree in the forest by skilled foresters, 
and that where natural regeneration does not readily take place, 
young trees from the nurseries should be planted. The forester 
should be more than a mere bushman with a little knowledge of trees 
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picked up here and there. He should have received a scientific train-
ing, where from, in the past, it is difficult to say! Certainly he 
has had little chance of receiving education in his calling in Victoria. 
A State School of Forestry has just been started at Creswick, but it 
is as yet for boys alone. It is to the credit of the University of Mel-
bourne, however, that it proposes to establish amongst its degrees in 
Industrial Science, a department in Forestry, in which practical and 
research work will form important items of study, for a 
four years' course, consisting of Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Agri-
cultural Chemistry, Botany, Graphics, Geology, Zoology, Surveying 
and Forestry. This course will also include work in forest nurseries or 
plantations with about 25 hours' solid work every week within the 
University walls. This should produce, later on, an able staff 
to take charge of our forests. The duties of these graduates should 
include amongst others (a) the weeding out of suppressed trees defi-
cient in vigour, or which turn with a sharp angle shootings out to-
wards the light; (b) double boled trees; (c) the prevention of over-
crowding by thinning out excessive germination leaving the stronger 
plants ample room and sunlight; (d) clearing the forest of excessive 
undergrowth of scrub and the removal of diseased trees; (e) marking 
and then supervising every tree whilst being felled, so that no un-
marketable or diseased timber be put on the market, and seeing that 
during felling, as little damage as possible is done to adjoining trees; 
(f) cutting off all dead and superfluous branches from growing 
trees, and the removal of this material, which otherwise would har-
bour vermin and timber-boring beetles, and selling such 
material as firewood; (g) the re-planting of all areas in 
which regeneration is insufficient; (h) the study of condi-
tions under which exotic trees such as Douglas Fir (Oregon pine), 
Californian red pine, kauri, and other coniferous trees (in which 
Victoria is deficient), in order that a supply of softwood may be 
available in the fewest years; (i) the measuring of all timber as it 
leaves the saw mill for royalty charges; (j) he should also be skilled 
in cutting timber on the "quartering"; (k) the various processes of 
seasoning, natural and artificial or both combined; (1) the construc-
tion of bush tracks and tramways; (m) the conservation of pure 
water supplies; (n) the chemical and geological conditions favour-
able to the growth of various classes of timber; (o) the practical 
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work of planting the barren surfaces of worked-out goldfields; (p) 
making good (if it be possible) the devastated country caused by 
dredging; (q) the collection of tanning barks; (r) he should know 
which trees to plant and which to reject. For instance, although 
the pinus insignis has been largely planted in Victoria the timber is 
utterly worthless for building purposes, and the trees do not even pay 
for cost of removal, and the timber can only be made into fruit cases 
and rough boxes. These are only a few of the duties in which a 
forester should be versed, and he should be remunerated in a liberal 
manner for his services. He should be able to manage his staff of 
men, which would consist largely of unskilled labour. 

Having now our forest lands and skilled supervisors, how are we 
to increase our timber supply, and to make our forests a payable pro-
position? In the first place no time should be lost, because the in-
crease in revenue is not likely to be very great in the immediate 
future. We have before us data showing what has been accom-
plished abroad. 

In France, in one district alone, 350,000 acres of sand 
dunes, instead of remaining a menace to farmers on the adjacent 
land, is now growing crops of pine which produce valuable wood 
and resin. In all, about £4.0o,00o was spent on this reclamation 
work, which was concluded in 1882. Since then the Republic has 
received this money back with compound interest, and to-day the 
once worthless dune land is worth over £2,000,000. 

Another striking example in France was that of the shifting sands 
and marshes in the Landes district. This was formerly worthless 
waste country, which has since been turned into a profitable forest 
with a value of £20,000,000, and this has been accomplished within 
sixty years. Large as this sum may seem, it is little compared with 
the advantages gained by neighbouring districts, where at one time 
it was almost impossible to cultivate the soil owing to the wind blow-
ing sand from these dunes over these farming districts. One of our 
students (Hugh L. Peck), writing from France, says:—"Australia 
would do well in after years, if it started now with afforestation. 
All over France there are large State woods; these are being con-
tinually thinned. In the pine forests all dead branches are cut off, 
and in the ash, oak, also elm woods—where the undergrowth grows 
quickly—they evidently clear it out every ten years, the twigs and 
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small sticks being cut to a length, tied in bundles and sold for fire-
wood." 

In Roumania, the forests were depleted whilst the country was 
suffering under Turkish misrule. In 1881, however, the first effec-
tive afforestation law was passed, and to-day these forests yield a net 
revenue to the State of over £200,000; which is used to continue re-
afforestation amongst the sand dunes. 

In America the planting of trees, more especially eucalypts, is per-
haps practised upon a larger scale than in any other country. In an 
article, Professor A. J. McClatchie states :—"There  are large areas 
in Ventura County, California, that would not be tillable except for 
the eucalypts. Part of the land is so sandy that formerly it was 
blown about by the wind, and not only the crops growing in it but 
those of adjoining fields were seriously damaged. The planting of 
eucalypt wind-breaks has so moderated the wind velocity that now 
little damage is ever done by it." The article further states that 
near to the ocean, where the trees protected the grain from sharp sea 
winds, twice as much grain and straw has been produced since this 
protection was afforded. In his work on California, Mr. Raphael 
Zon states that practically the whole of the citrus crops of that State 
have been saved by growing eucalypts. 

Nearly all writers on Forestry in America consider the eucalypt the 
most profitable class of tree. Not only does it act as a good wind-
break, but the timber can be applied to such a variety of purposes: 
piles, wharf construction, railway sleepers, the best quality of agri-
cultural machinery, tool handles, and the highest quality of furniture. 
Above all, it is esteemed for the rapidity with which it attains 
maturity. An American writer concluded that "after taking photos 
of three or four eucalypts 25 years old, and three or four oaks 200 
years old, one eucalypt was more valuable than fifty oaks." It is a 
well-known fact that in the State of Michigan (U.S.A.) fifteen 
years ago the idea of re-afforestation was ridiculed. To-day it is 
estimated that the forest revenue is over £250,000 per year, and 
within another 15 to 20 years, Michigan will be the one American 
State which will have no internal taxation. 

Britain is now giving attention to home-grown timbers, and has 
adopted the suggestion made in these columns, of employing German 
prisoners in the work of afforestation. 	Britain's resources are 
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greater than were supposed, and "home-grown" timber is now being 
used to an extent not previously dreamt of. 	Her timbers are 
amongst the finest in the world. The merits of British oak have 
been enshrined in song and story, and there are many other timbers 
scarcely less valuable. Japan is also alive to the benefits of afforesta-
tion, and she has planted portion of the China mainland she has leased 
with forest trees. When the lease expires, China will have a fabu-
lous sum to pay for "improvements"! Japan will thus become im-
mensely wealthy in either cash or territory. Afforestation brings into 
existence vast wealth in another sense than in the mere production of 
timber, and the indirect profit is almost as great. It has been as-
serted on good authority that had our Australian sheep and cattle 
raisers attended to re-afforestation on their runs in early days the loss 
of live stock would even have been considerably reduced. It is a 
well-known fact that after a drought Australia generally experiences 
a severe winter, in which the live stock perishes to almost as great an 
extent as it does under drought conditions. 

In an article by Carlos G. Bates, an American, it is stated :—"The 
protection of stock is a matter of no small importance. In many of 
the Western States where there are large ranches with no more ade-
quate shelter for the cattle than that afforded by a growth of trees, 
instances have been recorded where large droves of cattle have passed 
through a severe winter in the shelter of trees. Such a condition re-
presents a low state of development in the economy of the stock 
basis, but the usefulness of a wind-break for the protection of sheds 
or a yard, may always be considered." 

Some interesting data is also given by Mr. O. B. Galusha, of 
Illinois. Writing in 1869, he describes a storm which took place 
some years previously, striking the northern part of Illinois, and doing 
so much damage to standing corn that the monetary loss was almost 
sufficient to have planted four miles of shelter in every section 
of land in the region affected. 

Further, the United States Department of Agriculture, after con-
siderable scientific research, has come to the conclusion that the plant-
ing of trees really increases the growth of the grass near the trees, 
and asserts that farmers often lay much stress on the "fact" that 
trees in a wind-break sap the fertility of the soil. Careful investiga-
tion of the requirements and needs of forest trees shows there is little 
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basis for such an opinion, for while all trees, especially some of the 
hardwoods—require a certain amount of soluble salts, almost all this 
material is returned to the soil when the leaves fall. 

It has also been clearly shown that in France, Spain, and America, 
large tracts of country which were nothing more or less than sand 
dunes have been made prolific in agricultural production, and in 
addition the timber from these forests shows a handsome return on 
the investment. 

No one travelling through the Victorian Mallee and the Western 
District of this State can fail to see the mistakes of the past by denu-
dation of the countryside. The farmers have lost considerable por-
tions of their crops, and the loss in cattle and sheep has also been 
most serious. If there were a Victorian Forestry Department en-
dowed with strong legal powers to compel land owners to plant trees 
on their selections or runs and to make it imperative that a certain 
area of all these holdings be planted with trees, we might expect 
some great improvement upon existing conditions. Perhaps in the 
Mallee the greatest offender is the Government itself, for before cut-
ting up, leasing, or selling any area, it should have planted wind-
breaks and insisted upon their maintenance. In order to support our 
contention, we would point out that in a report upon the value of 
eucalypts, which has been adopted by the United States Government, 
it is stated :—"From facts actually established, I have made the state-
ments that three-fourths of an area will produce more grain or fruit 
with the quarter in eucalypts than four-fourths without, hence the 
great economy in tree-planting." 	 - 

Turning again to our timber supply, re-afforestation should be pur-
sued with intensified. vigour. The right qualities of trees which we 
have enumerated in previous articles should be planted, including the 
South Australian sugar gum amongst our hardwoods. It is quite 
possible that Victoria some day will become a great exporting coun- 
try of hardwood. The skilled mind, however, must be brought to 
bear upon the industry, the right period of the year chosen for felling, 
and the butt logs alone being selected for choicest work. It will be 
found that our timbers, with proper seasoning, will stand equally well 
with other timbers. The furniture of our Institute rooms is suffi-
cient evidence of the value of some of our timbers, which are con-
sidered to be of a most refractory nature. 
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In a few weeks' time a conference upon Australian timbers will 
probably be held in Melbourne. The initiative having been taken 
by the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, support is promised 
by many interested bodies. It is expected that by interchange of 
views much information of a practical nature will be added to the 
scant literature of Australia's indigenous timber. As the result, we 
devoutly hope that no mistakes may be made in the work of affores-
tation, but trust that by a grand co-ordination of effort, Victoria 
along with all the other States of the Commonwealth, may be made 
a great timber-producing country. Before that day arrives, how-
ever, present methods will require to be changed. 

After the previous article was in type, we have been favoured by 
Mr. H. Mackay (Conservator of Forests) with the following note 
as to the practice of the Forestry Department of Victoria regarding 
mill timber :- 

The Forest-officer supervises the general work of felling and 
cross-cutting into logs, the timber felled in strips and belts for re-
moval to the licensed mill. His duty is to see that no under-sized or 
immature timber is taken for conversion on the cutting area allotted, 
and that no damage is done in felling to the belts of young pole and 
spar timber. In forests of natural growth, the reproduction is natu-
rally irregular and the trees are of all ages, ranging from over-
mature trees to young seedling growth in the earlier stages. The 
Forester also visits the mills at irregular intervals, to see that the logs 
are cut up to the best advantage, and that no timber of commercial 
value is thrown aside among the edgings and waste to be consumed 
in the fire heaps, or afterwards cut by the docking saw into fuel for 
the boiler. He is also responsible for the general and efficient condi-
tion of all wooden logging and transport tramways, including the 
various culverts and bridges erected thereon, He has also to report 
on species of timber in the forest area under his control, yield per 
acre, the best advantage to which it can be put, and also its probable 
value. 

When young timber of spar size, such as material for bridge, jetty, 
piling, hewn timbers, and telegraph or telephone poles is required, he 
has to mark the trees for felling, especially in the case of piles and 
poles. On areas where prop timber and fuel for the mines are cut, 
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every tree is marked for felling, a system of coppice with standards 
is adopted, under which from 3o to about 6o trees per acre are left 
for standards to grow for a longer rotation and the inferior, crooked 
and diseased or decaying trees are taken only for props and fuel. 

He is also responsible for general patrol of outlying areas of the 
forest in his charge, and in the summer season with a small body 
(usually two to three) of fireguards allotted to him for a term of 
three months only, he has to give careful attention to the prevention 
and suppression of forest fires. His other duties include valuation 
of areas for grazing purposes and watchfulness that no illegal grazing 
in any part of the area in his charge is permitted. 

He has also to conduct prosecutions under the Forests Act against 
all forest offenders and make sworn declarations as to the value of 
timber damaged, cut or stolen, in order to assist the magistrates in 
arriving at the assessment of damages. 

Finally, he is responsible for the collection of all royalties and dues 
payable for timber or forest produce generally, and for grazing in 
connection with the forest. The areas under supervision vary greatly 
according to the extent of timber operations which have been carried 
on. Wherever timber cutting is on an extensive scale, the areas for 
patrol and supervision are greatly reduced, whilst in areas where 
railway timber cutting is carried on and supervision is needed, one 
Forest-officer can effectually look after a much larger area, his duties 
being mainly general supervision and control. 

REPORTS AND JOURNALS RECEIVED FROM KINDRED 
INSTITUTES WITH THANKS. 

Bristol Society of Architects—"Annual Proceedings, 1915-16." 
Northern Architectural Association—"Report, 1915-16." 
"Architectural Association Journal," April-May. 
"American Institute of Architects' Journal," May. 
"Annali D'Ingegneri Publicati della Societa deglo Ingegneri e degli 

Architetti Italiana," Nos. 6 and. 7, 1916. 

[General 



GENERAL MEETING. 

WELL-ATTENDED general meeting of members of 
the Institute was held on Tuesday, 3oth May, in the 

;Y`m\ 	Institute rooms, 57-59 Swanston-street, Melbourne, 
at 8 o'clock, the President (Mr. W. A. M. Blackett) 

1 y 
 occupying the chair. The minutes of the previous 

meeting having been read and confirmed, the following correspon-
dence was dealt with:— 

City of Melbourne Electrical Supply Department, calling atten-
tion to inconvenience in new and old buildings on account of want 
of provision for accommodation of meters, main switches, etc., at the 
point of entry. (The text of this letter is inserted elsewhere.) 

American Institute of Architects, asking for information as to the 
manner in which Government buildings in Australia are developed 
and laid before the authorities, also concerning appropriations, and 
employment and responsibilities of architects. (Information to be 
furnished.) 

Prahran and Malvern Tramway Trust Competition for kiosk, 
etc., at St. Kilda. As the Trust would not amend its conditions, a 
request by the Council for members of the Institute not to compete 
had been made to members and also to the Institutes of Architects 
in all the States of the Commonwealth. 

Commonwealth Public Works Department, re visit to Postal 
Building (referred to elsewhere). 

Nomination and Election.—Mr. Alexander James Macdonald, of 
Melbourne, was nominated for Fellowship. Mr. Alexander C. 
MacKnight (A.), of Rutherglen, was elected to Fellowship. 



Oenerai Meeting 

Members of the Institute on War Service.--The Council having 
considered at length various suggestions for carrying on the practices 
of members absent from Australia on war service, submitted to mem-
bers the following proposals as a working basis, to which it invited 
serious attention before the next meeting, when the subject would 
be fully dealt with. 

The adoption of the proposals was moved at the last general meet-
ing by Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.), seconded by Mr. A. S. Eggleston 
(F.) and supported by Mr. Anketell Henderson (F.) . Considera-
tion was postponed. 

(a) Collecting accounts rendered to clients by the absent mem-
bers. No fee to be charged. 

(b) That a clause be added to contracts, the architect nomi-
nating his locum tenens. (This would necessarily include 
clients' consent.) 

(c) Concerning work in progress:—The original architect to 
receive his 2i per cent. for preparation of drawings, etc., 
and r per cent. for contractors' copies. The locum tenens 
to receive upon the amount of work to be executed, ii per 
cent. plus necessary expenses. 

(d) In case of new work, half fees to be paid to original 
architect, and half to locum tenens. 

(e) On the return of the original architect, the locum tenens 
pledges himself not to make any effort to retain the prac-
tice of the original architect. 

(f) Registration.—Should registration be likely to eventuate at 
an early date, means to be taken to register members on 
active service. 

(g) The names of absent members and their locum tenens to 
be advertised. 

(h) A list of absent members to be prepared along with locum 
tenens, which should be shown to new clients. . (This to 
be further discussed at next Council meeting.) 
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A WEEK WITH THE ARCHITEC-
TURAL ASSOCIATION OF 

ENGLAND BEFORE THE WAR. 

Paper read by Walter R. Butler (F.), F.R.I.B.A., before the Royal 
Victorian Institute of Architects, 1VIay 3oth, 1916. 

(Illustrated by a fine collection of sketches by the author and others.) 

N August, on my recent visit to England, I was renting 
a charming little cottage down in the south in my 
native village, ten miles from the railway, near 
Salisbury, when, on a Sunday morning at 10 o'clock, 
a telegram from London sent by my friend, Alan 

Walker, of Hobart, suggested that I should join the Architectural 
Association's annual excursion, commencing the next day at Shrews-
bury, on the borders of North Wales. The idea was fascinating, 
but the hour was late. By my "Bradshaw"' I saw that the train 
from Salisbury would just get me over England to London and back 
again to Shropshire that night if I had luck, but the cross-country 
trains were of no use on Sunday. The journey involved a drive of 
ro miles to Salisbury, over 250 miles by rail, with many changes, 
and a drive across London. 

I gathered together a few things, including two sketch books that 
still had some empty pages remaining from the time when I left 
England 25 years before, and off I went. I had very little time for 
my drive across London to catch the only possible train to Shrews-
bury, and had the misfortune to engage from Vauxhall station an 
almost broken-down taxi with a more or less inebriated driver, with 
which I patiently bore as the precious minutes rolled on, till in Park 
Lane I got desperate, flew into another taxi, and jumped into the 
train at Euston as it started on its journey to Shrewsbury. 

It was at the Old Raven Hotel at Shrewsbury the members were 
to foregather. I arrived late, and did not make myself known till 
breakfast time on Monday morning, when, coming downstairs, I ran 
into a friend of olden days in the person of Gerald Horseley, and 
found myself sitting at breakfast next a man who used to be with 
me in J. D. Sedding's office in London more than a quarter of a 
century before. It was very odd this reunion of spirits, this entering 
again into work that I had had no hand in for so long. 
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Mr. Gerald Horseley was the Association president, and I found 
there many other more or less distinguished architects of the day, in-
cluding A. N. Prentice, Banister Fletcher, and others, and, as the 
group I will show you presently indicates, they were by no means all 
young men. It is not only the young men in England who parti-
pate in these sketching excursions. Sketching once enjoyed, is a habit 
that clings to one right on through life as long as there is a good 
subject matter, and a kindred spirit to associate with. 

A time-table was prepared for the following six days, giving as 
nearly as possible eight hours' actual working time apart from 
travelling. We were about 3o in number. Shrewsbury was our 
headquarters, and there were daily excursions by char-a-banc to 
places of interest within a radius of twenty or thirty miles. We 
started out about 8.3o every morning and got back to dinner by 
7.30 in the evening. August that year was one of the wettest Eng-
land has known. In the harvest fields the mown wheat lay on the 
ground away into the next month until it sprouted in green shoots 
from the ripe grain, and the country looked like the coming of Perse-
phone in young April rather than the time of her dis-
appearance in mature September. But we had some luck 
with the weather; a good deal of indoor work when it 
rained, and got through as happily as though the sun had not so often 
refused to grace with his brilliance our humble search after know-
ledge. 

I had been to Shrewsbury once before in the almost forgotten past, 
but knew nothing of its neighbourhood, and everything was very 
fresh and delicious to me. It is true I had been travelling on the 
Continent and about England for many months, but I had no com-
panionship in work, and now, the recollection of younger days when 
I used to put in from ten to fifteen solid hours seven days a week 
almost from year's end to year's end, came back to me as a note of 
real joy and gladness, that I had well nigh forgotten. 

By nature I am lazy, but I get a certain amount of comfort in the 
admission, for I know I am not alone in this. I think I might have 
done better in life if I had had a Prussian heel on me all the while. 
Many of us can work better under pressure, and my own empiric 
knowledge leads me to believe that the strenuous system of pressure 
existent in the heart of Europe has developed results that could not 

[have 



IfAeek wftb Brcbftecturai / tssoefatfon 	 356 

have been achieved in anything like the same time by milder means, 
and that this is being felt in England is shown by the fact that we 
are now adopting some of the Prussian methods to overcome the 
tyranny of Prussianism. We needs must meet our enemies with 
their own weapons. The conservatism of English architects was 
impressed upon me on this excursion. I had just spent a week in 
Berlin, and to my surprise none of them seemed to know even as 
much about the architectural work being done there as I did before 
I left Australia, and Berlin is only as far from London as Sydney 
is from Melbourne. No books of any value on the subject were on 
sale by London booksellers at all. 

Be that as it may, I diverted from my subject by saying that a 
certain amount of pressure was helpful in producing good results. 
Well, this pressure of others' example made me again take to sketch-
ing with them, and though I was shy at first, I soon gained confi-
dence and, with almost every member, sketched continuously the 
whole week through. 

The name of Shrewsbury is interesting; it is derived from Scrob-
besbyrig, meaning a wooded hill, the name of the ancient British 
town on this spot found by the Saxons when they came to Britain. 
The town is surrounded on three sides by the River Severn, and has 
many narrow quaint streets, and some interesting old half-timbered 
houses. There is no strikingly distinctive feature in the character of 
the architecture of the neighbourhood. Owing to abundance of 
building material in the district, the old builders gave no great pre-
ponderance to either stone, brick, or half-timbered buildings, so we 
had much variety in what we studied. This part of England has 
since the beginning of History been a position of some importance. 
It borders on the Welsh marshes, the command of which was 
esteemed of great value in the Middle Ages when the boundary of 
Wales was a frontier, as that between France and Germany. Con-
siderable Roman remains have been found hereabout, but the build-
ings visited by us were chiefly those dating from about the Eliza-
bethan period, when owing to great prosperity and the decay of the 
Feudal system, the many noble families beat their swords into plough-
shares and turned their castles into peaceful homes that have re-
mained as monuments of glory to the days of our good Queen Bess. 
Shrewsbury in earlier times had a wall around it, and was a town 
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of some defensive importance, but very little of that wall exists to-
day. 

It was lamentable to find so many of the old houses we visited 
either empty and in ruinous condition, or only inhabited by a care-
taker and kept in a sort of repair to prevent their falling into utter 
decay, so that they may bring in some small fees from visitors. The 
Architectural Association being a recognised learned society, the hon. 
secretaries were able to arrange for visits to buildings not usually 
thrown open to the public. Pitchford Hall, for instance, one of the 
finest examples of half-timbered work in Shropshire, was thrown 
open to us from cellar to garret. 

I do not propose to burden you with a long account of the build-
ings we visited, or keep you while I ramble through the cobwebs 
and over the frowsy relics of dead architecture, but only in a lighter 
fashion to bring to memory some of the elements that helped to found 
these relics and that touched them with emotion; elements that are 
ever found to exist in the good, and therefore the living architecture 
of all peoples. 

Our first visit was to Allbright Hussey, a manor farm building of 
two periods; the earlier part had interesting remains of half-timbered 
work dating about 152o, and the later part of brick and stone about 
156o. This house was fortified for the King in the 
Seventeenth Century. Externally there was a very fine, 
many-fluted chimney-stack, and internally some exceptionally 
good wainscoting with one panel bearing an inscription 
"Made by Edward Huse in i6oi"; there were some heavy beam 
ceilings, too, that had a curious variety of stops to their mouldings, 
that I bottled up in my sketch book and that you will doubtless see 
dished up in one form or another if you chance on some of my 
"original" suburban work in Melbourne. 

We next came to Grinshill, a manor house all of stone, and very 
large stones, too, with the usual type of square-headed mullioned 
windows but with an unusually small amount of glass in them, 
emphasised by the closeness of the mullions to one another and their 
rather excessive thickness. 

A few miles more brought us to Preston Brockhurst Hall, where 
we had lunch in picnic fashion, and Walker and I (as the corkscrew 
had been left behind) demonstrated our bush knowledge by drawing 
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the corks of beer bottles with a pocket handkerchief, and showing 
how to get to the inside of a soda water bottle with a pin. 

Preston Brockhurst is a typical example of Seventeenth Century 
stone building with the original outbuildings in the same manner. 
The stable had a fine old oak open roof. 

Shropshire must have been a sort of cockpit of England, as indeed 
almost any part of it seems to have been when one studies minutely 
its history. The Llewellyns were troublesome here as the Camp-
bells of Scotland were in their districts. 

"In 1215 Llewellyn led his army against Shrewsbury, and gained 
possession of the town and castle without resistance, and in this 
march he razed to the ground the King's castle at Shrawardine. 
Seventeen years after, his incursion was on a larger scale. Oswestry 
was taken and burnt, Shrewsbury stormed and plundered, and many 
of its inhabitants slaughtered, the town of Clun was burnt, though 
the castle held its own ; in fact, the whole of West Shropshire felt 
the weight of the hand of the Welsh chieftain. The next year the 
inroad was repeated, and the country laid waste up to the gates of 
Shrewsbury." I mention this much of history to remind you of how 
the buildings suffered in those troublous times, and how they grew 
up again, and how each rebuilding brought about the intermingling 
of styles, and dates, and periods that to-day add to them so profound 
an interest. 

To return to Preston Brockhurst. Sir Richard Corbet came into 
possession of the original Preston Brockhurst as a part of the dower 
of the heiress of Bartholomew Turret, of Caus Castle. But in the 
Civil Wars he fought on the losing side, and the fines of the vic-
torious Parliament weighed so heavily upon him that the family was 
forced to sell the property. The present hall is said to be the work 
of a Mr. Wingfield, of Shrewsbury, who in the middle of the 
Seventeenth Century pulled down the old house and built himself 
"a faire hall of freestone." In the next century happily the house 
returned to its former owners, and once again the raven badge of the 
Corbets was made to surmount the archway. This building is re-
garded as a good example of the conservative habits of West Coun-
try building during the Commonwealth, when Puritan ideas acted 
as a check to the display of ornament and put a stop for the time 
being to all extravagance and redundance. Its plain mullioned win- 
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dows are the same as they would have been a hundred years earlier, 
but the ogee moulding is solely used everywhere for strings, copings, 
and bases indiscriminately. The main entrance is under a central 
two-storied porch, the upper story oversailing the lower one and the 
open balustrading above being again wider still, as may be seen from 
the photos. 

In the afternoon, we got to Moreton Corbet, the remains of a 
castle of almost pretentious magnificence. In Auden's "Shropshire" 
it is stated that "Robert Corbet, to gratifie the fancie he had for 
architecture, began a noble piece of building after the Italian model, 
for his future magnificent and more splendid habitation." 

It was begun in 16o6, and is interesting as a mark of the incoming 
of the Classic feeling, that later on developed into the Renaissance 
and produced Sir Christopher Wren, and later still, the Adams 
brothers, and that frittered itself out when misguided enthusiasts 
introduced the Gothic revival that has made in England a jumble 
sale of architecture ever since the Eighteenth Century was well awake 
to the turmoil of this world. 

Moreton Corbet is a ruin. The original intention of its founder 
was never realised, for death intervened and took Sir Robert with all 
his fine ideas of architecture away into the glades of Elysium. The 
building had a lower order of Doric fashion, and an upper order of 
Ionic, and is richly sculptured. Its stately ruin now stands isolated 
in a meadow, and grass grows in at the doorways, as the result of a 
Parliamentary fire in March, 1645. But the stone of it was good, 
and so well wrought by skilful hands that time has failed to more 
than slightly damage the face of the ambitious work of this noble 
Corbet. The Corbets were great people about Shropshire, and they 
seem to have been great lovers of architecture. Rest be to their bones, 
and would we had more like them to-day when we all fear having to 
look round in vain for something to do. 

Moreton Corbet church, close by, bore traces of almost every 
period from the Norman Conquest to the days of Restorations, that 
got so busy with the Gothic revival in the last century. And there 
had been also a recent restoration by Comper, that somewhat famous 
and certainly original architect of modern church work in England. 
It was very amusing to see the professional brethren of the old 
school looking at Comper's work in this church! About two of the 
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bolder ones, however, deigned to sketch a very clever altar and 
reredos he had done. This was designed evidently for the Corbet 
family, and the Elephant and Castle from their coat of arms was 
daringly used as pillars to support the reredos. Rich glass work be-
hind the altar, at the table level, let in the rays of the eastern sun, 
which threw an unconventional and curious light across the sanc-
tuary. If nothing else, it was certainly very interesting. Comper 
has done a great deal of extremely characteristic and original work 
of late in England. I quite unsuspectingly went into a church I 
used to know at St. Giles, in Dorsetshire, close by the seat of the 
Earl of Shaftesbury, and was surprised to find that a magnificent 
new screen had been erected by Comper after the destruction by fire 
of everything inflammable, some few years back. It was my first 
acquaintance with Comper's work, and talking to the Rector, he told 
me with great pride that Comper, some thought, would take the 
place in English Church architecture that was held by the late J. 
D. Sedding. 

I was delighted at hearing this out-of-the-way praise of my old 
master, and the Rector seemed to possess a higher appreciation of the 
importance of Australia when he learned that I had not only known 
J. D. Sedding, but had actually left the charge of his office to go to 
Australia. Comper's restoration of this church at St. Giles has 
made it more interesting than it was before. The outbreak of fire 
was sensational. In the dead of night, when none watched, the 
church bell with sudden clang, rang out its own alarm to the sleeping 
villagers. The plumber had left some fire on the tower roof; it 
burnt its way downwards and released a tied-up bell that of its own 
accord tolled out its loud warning, but alas! too late, however, to 
save the church. Everything was burnt. Yet not everything, for 
a tin of kerosene on the floor of the tower remained unharmed! The 
roof in falling entirely crushed to atoms a splendid stone Jacobean 
tomb. Comper with loving care put its thousands of bits together 
again and painted it in the old decorated manner with most admir-
able skill, and so completely hid the joins of the fractured stones that 
until the paint decays, you cannot detect the renovation. I have a 
photo of it to show you, and also of his screen in this delightful 
restoration. 

Now I must go back to Shropshire and to Moreton Corbet church, 
if I am to give you any further account of our excursion, for I have 
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only as yet touched upon the first day's work. This church, in addi-
tion to the interest lent to it in my eyes by Comper's restoration, 
which has led me to so digress, had many features of interest. The 
top story of the tower was built in z 769 in the curious Gothic of that 
day, and the Corbet chapel has two altar tombs with fine coloured 
effigies. There is also an interesting squire's pew of 1778 in the 
chancel. A very interesting pew of this type is also to be seen in 
the photo I will show you of Comper's work at St. Giles. 

On the way back to Shrewsbury we took in Battlefield Church, 
which was founded on the very battleground some three years after 
the battle of Shrewsbury in X406. It has a big square tower erected 
a hundred years later of imposing proportions, and some traceried 
windows of note, a curious sculptured figure in wood representing, 
in a sitting posture, the Madonna holding the dead Christ. There 
are also some good windows. 

The next day we started out in threatening weather, to call first 
at Wroxeter Church. There is a plan of this church (as of all the 
important churches in the county) in Cranage's new and excellent 
work on the churches of Shropshire. A portion of the chancel was 
built by the Saxons with Roman stones, and the rest of the building 
is of late Norman origin, with the usual additions and insertion of 
later windows, and historical milestones in the form of tombs and 
furnishings. The chancel arch is curious, having a four-centred out-
line. The western tower, of low square design, has a mark of unique 
interest owing to its having been built, after the dissolution of the 
monasteries, of stones from the ruined Haughmond Abbey; many of 
the old stones were worked into the new tower and with very good 
effect. And so in the stones of these old buildings for those who 
can read is written the history of such scenes of good and evil as 
make human affairs the conscience of Church and nation. Internally 
are two very fine Renaissance altar tombs of mid-Seventeenth 
Century date, with effigies so excellent in their execution that Italian 
workmanship is suspected. These tombs are very richly coloured 
and are really splendid. 

Leaving Wroxeter we had a long drive through the hills of Shrop-
shire to Shipton Hall. This charming building is a beautiful three-
story example of the local stone buildings of the latter part of the 
Seventeenth Century. It has square-head, mullioned windows, some 
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that afford light to the attics, high up in the apex of the gables, and 
others in odd places 'neath overhanging eaves, peep out on the coun-
try as if they were not sure they had any right to show themselves. 
Inside, the house is very rich, the hall extends over a large portion of 
the front, and is well panelled in work of Georgian date, which 
probably is work of the same period as a cistern head in the front, 
dated 1769. The stair is curious, the balustrading being a sort of 
Georgian Gothic, the kind of experiment that Chippendale tried 
when he ventured into Gothic about this time. On the first floor is a 
fine library with fittings and fireplace of good detail, all painted in a 
colour scheme of white and apple green. One of our party wrote of 
Shipton : "The house, which belonged to the Mytton family, 
until recently contained a fine collection of furniture and 
relics, such as accumulates during a long family ownership, 
but this has been sold and dispersed. It is very fortu-
nate that the alterations which it has undergone show no trace 
on the entrance front, which, with its walled gardens, terrace steps, 
and fine masonry of small coursed rubble, with upstanding brick 
chimneys, is typical of the best work of its period." It was with 
great reluctance that we left Shipton Hall. 

Our next call was at Wilderhope, close by, where we found 
another lovely house, of a little earlier date, but forlorn and forsaken. 
It is the sort of house to find ghosts in ; away in the fields it lay, 
approached by a primitive road, and on a site dug into the side of a 
hill. In character it bore the last traces of Gothic with "drawer-
handle" labels over the windows, as Ruskin calls them. The north-
west front is particularly picturesque with its roof of simple outline 
covered with lichen-clothed slates of stone and terminating in modest 
cottage eaves, from which rise impressive diagonal chimneys of mel-
lowed-brick with chequered bases. The masonry of the walls of this 
front is of small uncoursed rubble and has a beautiful warm yellow-
ish colour, which impresses its charming characteristics upon you. 
It seems of vast extent, as the windows of this front are very tiny, 
and are dotted here and there at all sorts of levels that make one 
wonder from outside where the floors inside can be. Inside, the 
building is also particularly interesting with some good plaster 
ceilings. The stair is circular on plan, with centre newel and 
solid oak treads, built into the walls and splayed off underneath. The 
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doors are hung with skilfully-wrought iron, hammered hinges, in 
good variety. and some unique oak catches and bolts are used as door 
furniture, of which a dozen or so examples can be seen in one of my 
sketch books. Again we were loath to leave, and we almost pined 
over it later on, for our remaining visit for this day proved disap-
pointing. It was the only place the honorary secretaries had not 
visited and proved beforehand, but the good owner provided us with 
some excellent afternoon tea as consolation for leaving Wilderhope 
so soon. 

Our third day commenced with a long motor drive to Madely 
Court, a one-time famous house of the Priors of Wenlock, the last 
of whom was permitted to retire by Henry VIII. He afterwards 
sold the estate in 1544 to Sir Robert Brooke, who it is said rebuilt 
the house. The building, once so fine, is now but a ruined house, 
the result of many builders at very varied dates. The interior has 
been stripped of almost the whole of its fittings. Attached to the 
house is a remarkable porch of grotesque Jacobean type, and an 
elaborate astronomical sundial stands in the garden, both of which 
figure in the photographs I will show you. The day was a grey 
one, and we left the ruined glamour of Madely in a mood of melan-
choly. 

Shifnal Church was our next stopping place, a very full descrip-
tion of which was kindly prepared for us by the Vicar. Time will 
not permit of a full account of this beautiful and interesting building, 
dating from the Twelfth Century, and containing fine examples of 
practically all the various styles of English architecture, from the 
Norman period to recent times, including a fine modern vestry 
nestling low under the sheltering walls of the older building. The 
town of Shifnal, too, we found quaint and interesting with some 
good half-timbered houses and shops that gave a sweet old-world air 
to the place. 

We next went to Tong Church, a further drive over country 
roads. This was the most interesting church we saw. It is almost 
entirely of one date (1411), at which time history informs us, it was 
rebuilt. Tong is away in the country, a wayside village Some miles 
from the railway. We were there on an "off" day, yet the church 
is so famous that the whole time we remained, streams of visitors 
were coming and going, almost as they do in the Sistine Chapel at 
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Rome. To me this crowd of enthusiasts was most extraprdinary 
and impressive, but pondering over it, I realised that it 
was just a marked evidence of the unconscious overflow 
of man's innate sense of hero-worship, whereby he makes 
manifest his admiration for noble architecture. One of 
these visitors, a fascinating American lady with a flashing eye, came 
peering over my sketch book, and "wondered what on earth" I was 
doing, and thought it was more curious that I should be there sketch-
ing than that she should have come all the way from America to see 
it. I cannot give you a better picture of the interior than to quote 
here the published account of our procedings 

"The church is full of old fittings, the choir stalls and screenwork 
being very fine indeed, especially the parclose at the end of the south 
aisle, with lovely running carving on cornice and rail showing oak 
leaves and acorns and a conventionalised stalky plant which may be 
ivy. On the south side of the pseudo-transept is the Golden Chapel, 
a beautiful little building of about s zoo, with fan vaulting richly 
coloured and gilt. On the removal of a wooden floor from this 
chapel a fine brass and some fragments of stained glass of the late 
Fourteenth Century were discovered. The latter are now in the 
west window. The church is a positive mausoleum of the Vernon 
family—as Teland says : `Many or almost al ly there that were 
famous of them sins the Fundation.' He adds, `There was an olde 
Castel of stone caullid Tunge Castel. Sir Henry Vernoun a late 
daies made the Castel al of brike.' 

On Thursday we went out by train to Stokesay Castle, which is 
more properly speaking a fortified manor house. Many, if not all of 
you, will be acquainted with the beautiful. Elizabethan half-timbered 
gatehouse here, with its strong oak door loopholed for musketry, that 
was once used as the stately entrance to the noble building it guarded 
from intruders. Stokesay, Auden says, is "considered by antiquaries 
to be the oldest and best specimen in England of a fortified manor 
house as distinguished from a Castle" ; it existed in the Thirteenth 
Century. On the south is a big three-storied tower with loopholed 
parapet. The banqueting hall in the centre of the building is 53 
feet by 31 feet, and has a solid oak stair leading to two rooms in the 
northern tower (in one of which is a small case of curiosities found 
when cleaning out the moat) and above them another room lighted 
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by many windows and having a curious fireplace. The solar, or 
drawing-room, is panelled from floor to ceiling, and has a magnificent 
chimney piece of carved oak. There is a very interesting historical 
fact about Stokesay, that of its having been purchased by Lawrence 
De Ludlow, to whom licence to crenellate was issued by Edward 
I in 1290. Lawrence De Ludlow was one of England's very first 
"merchant princes," a burgess of Ludlow who had made a vast for-
tune as a cloth merchant and purchased Stokesay as a country seat, 
and his descendants held the estate for two hundred years, and the 
present building is largely due to his energy. The gatehouse, tower, 
and the banqueting hall, each with its separate and distinct character, 
make a most charming group of buildings which may be seen from 
a good photo in Auden's guide-book (on the table) and in my sketch 
book, where there is a large two-page jotting from almost the same 
point of view. Alan Walker snapped me perched on a tombstone 
making this sketch, with an umbrella which I had to hold almost 
continually to keep the rain off my book. 

The afternoon we spent at Ludlow, which in olden days was a 
sort of local metropolis. Here there is a splendid Parish Church 
with so many magnificent points about it that I (feeling a little like 
the small boy who when no one loved him went into the garden to 
eat worms), in a state of uncertainty as to what of all this, richness 
was best to draw, and feeling disinclined to go to the ruined castle, 
sat on a stool in the main street and made a two-page sketch of a 
delightful bit of Georgian work and some old houses that fell within 
the same outlook. Ludlow is a place you want to spend a week in. 
The Castle is a magnificent ruin, it was the seat of the President of 
the Marches, and it occupied a prominent place in many episodes 
of English history. "Here Edward V was first proclaimed King in 
1483. Prince Arthur, first husband of Catherine of Aragon, died 
in 1502; Butler wrote his "Hudibras," and here the Royalists in 
1646 held out longer than any fortress in England. Till George 
the Second's time the buildings were undamaged, when an order 
carne to strip and sell the lead roofs and to dismantle the rooms, after 
which all fell into ruin." The Feather's Hotel, in Corve-street, is 
one of the best and most elaborate half-timbered houses in England, 
and there are many other buildings of entrancing interest which we 
had no time to see. I felt like one sometimes does when having so 
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many important things to do, and being unable to decide which to do 
first, one simply wanders out and has a game of golf. 

Before we start out on the last day of the excursion, I want to ask 
whether this sketching, that some seem almost to despise, is not, even 
for grown-up architects, a good habit to acquire? We must keep our 
hand in or get rusty. The medical man can't get practice enough 
in cutting off legs privately, so he uses up his surplus energy by going 
to the hospitals and doing it for nothing. There are no specialists 
among architects in this country. We all have to be ready when 
called upon to do everything, and if an architect has had a run of 
warehouses to build, how is he to be ready to do good work on a 
rich building with more or less elaborate finish, unless he studies, or 
as the doctors say, practises? The only form of special study yet 
put forward for an architect is drawing, or to use a word that sounds 
less laborious, sketching. It seems to me that we architects are 
without sufficient variety in practice to keep ourselves at concert 
pitch on all the notes of our very extensive keyboard. To prevent 
staleness and repetition in our work, we must do something to keep 
our hands in, and if anyone can suggest a less laborious, more enlight-
ening, more educative, and withal a more pleasant way of keeping 
himself fit, than by sketching, I for one will follow it. Sketching 
is not a habit among us in Australia, but with all humility, I beg to 
put forward the idea that it should be, and that we should encourage 
it in our students, who once they have acquired the habit, will never 
drop it. My old master in London had rows of sketch books on his 
shelves, filled by his own enthusiasm with most delightful informa-
tion. I, alas, owing to my leaving England when so young, and 
almost dropping the habit when I came here, have only a dozen or 
fifteen filled sketch books. One of my very best I lost. I must tell 
you its mournful history, for it is my greatest loss. I took lodgings 
when I had spent about seven years in my profession, opposite to St. 
George's, Bloomsbury, in London, to measure up this delightful 
church of the Wren type with the Royal Academy students. I used 
to get up every morning at five o'clock and work till breakfast time 
at 9.30 (our office hour was so). I measured up practically every 
bit, inside and out, from the ground to the top of the tower, including 
every stone and joint of the dark circular stair by the aid of a tallow 
candle. But when I unpacked my books in Australia, the one con- 
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taining this work was missing, and I have never heard of it since. 
Speaking of early morning work, you may see in one of my sketch 
books that in France with my friend, W. R. Lethaby (now Pro-
fessor Lethaby), I drew and roughly measured up the plan of a 
cathedral before six o'clock in the morning, at which time we left 
for Paris. I mention these incidents (that come into all of our 
lives) as a hint to present-day students who want their knowledge 
dished up to them ready-made. Some think that sketching is only 
for boys and unripe students, and I am rather inclined to agree with 
them when in one of my lazy moods, but as a general rule I am 
entirely opposed to this view. 

Lord Bacon (or Shakespeare) had his sketch book! He named it 
his "Promus of Formularies and Elegancies." "Promus" means a 
larder or storehouse, and the many thousands of sayings he recorded 
in this sketch book, "were intended as a storehouse of words and 
phrases to be employed in the production of subsequent literary 
works" (Sir Edwin Durning-Lawrence's "Bacon is Shakespeare"). 
And he used an enormous number of these in his plays, the immortal 
plays that are popularly attributed to "the clown of Stratford." 

A few years ago I was in Hobart, and being struck by the charm 
of an elaborate old Georgian fanlight, and some others along the 
street hard by, I bought a sixpenny sketch book and made some jot-
tings of them, and being led to look for others, was kept so busy with 
new and distinct varieties that I nearly filled the book. I have 
brought it along to-night, and if anyone cares to look at it I venture 
to think that he will be surprised that I could, without diligent 
search, find seventy-eight interesting varieties of decorative wood 
fanlights in a small area in Hobart. And I may say that the few 
hours' work involved gave me pleasure in the doing of it and has 
been of benefit to me since. 

And now for the last day's outing with the A.A. To Plaish Hall 
was our first visit on Friday. This was indeed something new to us. 
We had seen both stone and half-timbered buildings, but here was 
one of the sweetest things in Sixteenth Century mellowed brick 
imaginable. There were enclosing walls to the garden, also of brick, 
with bending creepers clinging here and there, and arches in them 
screened with beautiful wrought-iron gates through which you might 
peep into its well-kept stateliness. In this same garden stood a sun- 
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dial bearing the following interesting inscription, which seemed to 
proclaim the spirit of the place:- 

"Serene he stands among the flowers 
And only marks life's sunny hours, 
For him dark days do not exist, 
The brazen-faced old optimist." 

Here were some exceptionally fine, many-shafted brick chimneys 
with great variety of panelling in brick moulds that intertwined 
about their shafts. Legend has it "That a criminal offered Judge 
Leighton to build such chimneys to the house which he was enlarging 
and altering, as no man ever saw before or should build the like 
afterwards, if the judge would not pronounce the death sentence. 
The judge accepted the bribe, and the chimneys were built according 
to promise But then the man was at once sent back to prison and 
hanged. Thus the judge both satisfied justice and made it impossible 
for any other house to have such chimneys." 

Inside, the home is fitted and furnished in the most delightful 
manner with old-world furniture of most excellent taste and of un-
told value. To enter this house is more like what I imagine it must 
have been to go into such a house over three hundred years ago, than 
anything thinkable. In the hall is a minstrels' gallery and screen. 
The ceilings of the rooms are fine, one has splendid carving in wood, 
some are decorated with the portcullis and others with heraldic 
badges; by the fireplace are rings to support a person pressing logs 
on the fire. The staircase balustrade is of beautiful wrought-iron 
work, and the place is little less than a dream from end to end. We 
had to tear ourselves away far too hurriedly. 

From Plaish we went to Preen Manor, a modern house built in 
the seventies of last century, by the great Norman Shaw. We were 
all looking forward with great expectation to this visit, and a num-
ber of us were disappointed. The apologists said it was one of 
Shaw's early works, but no one was quite happy about it. 	Mr. 
Gerald Horseley, our president, was a pupil of Shaw's, so we spake 
with bated breath. At Horseley's request, I wrote the account of 
"Preen" for the Architectural Association Journal, but have never 
seen it in print. The number containing the account of this excur-
sion has been removed from the R.V.I.A. shelves, too, which may be 
a good thing for you all here to-night, for my effort might have been 
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still more lengthy had I been able to find this number to bring back 
to my memory items of interest now dimmed by time and distance. 
Though we were disappointed with this house of Mr. Shaw's, I do 
not want you to think that I have anything but the highest admira-
tion for the life's work of this very great man. His office, with W. 
R. Lethaby at its head, and Sedding's, where I was, were often in 
touch in my old London days, and Mr. Shaw endeavoured to teach 
me design at the Royal Academy Schools. He was a great worker, 
and even late in life, drew with his own hand his own ink perspec-
tives. I attribute it largely to his constant habit of drawing and 
sketching that he, so late in life, developed quite a new style in Eng-
land, illustrated by his Scotland Yard and Regent-street buildings, 
and others that were entirely different in style and character to the 
work he had done for nearly half a century. This latter fitful glare 
of this great genius is to me most wonderful. 

Our last visit was to Pitchford Hall, 3- miles from the railway. 
This magnificent example of half-timbered work was, as before, 
thrown entirely open to us, even a strong room off the main bedroom 
was wide open, inviting our inspection. Pitchford Hall ranks as the 
best house of its kind in the country. 	It dates from about 1473, 
and is planned with projecting wings forming three sides of a square. 
It is beautifully situated, and as seen on approach over the moat, 
makes an entrancing picture. I have brought an excellent enlarge-
ment from a photo by Mr. Alan Walker, in which the reflection in 
the moat is so good that it really does not matter much which way 
up you hang the picture. I cannot say, however, that I feel any deep 
admiration for so large an extent of half-timber work as at Pitch-
ford. It is interesting, it is remarkable, it is curious, but its speckled 
glitter is not to my mind beautiful. This hall, like Plaish Hall, is 
most charmingly furnished throughout with old furniture and charm-
ing pictures of great value that harmonise perfectly with the unique 
setting given by this old-world building. Pitchford has remained in 
the ownership of one family for 40o years, with but one change, 
when in 1807 it passed to the Earl of Liverpool. It contains also a 
splendid series of portraits, among which are paintings by Sir T. 
Lawrence, by Hoppner, by Sir Joshua Reynolds, and other celebri-
ties. The building has been skilfully restored. Old photographs 
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show the upper windows as lifting sashes. These could not, how-
ever, have been original, and have now been replaced by casements. 

The withdrawing room is richly panelled in original black oak of 
the Jacobean period, and over the carved stone fireplace is set in the 
panelling a fine painting of Prince Rupert. The ceiling of this room 
is of plaster with moulded beams of oak; in the centre of each of the 
twelve panels of the ceiling is placed a small heraldic emblem, the 
Tudor Rose, the Raven of the Corbets, and so on, finished in gold 
and bright colours, which on the ivory-tinted plaster, and in con-
trast to the black panelling of the walls, looks extremely well. I 
bottled up this room in my sketch book. 

At the Raven Hotel in Shrewsbury the last evening we fore-
gathered, and everyone's sketch book was handed round for inspec-
tion from one to the other. The rapidity of some of the men was 
marvellous to me. Sutton Wood, for instance, whose ink sketches 
appeared the following week in the "Builder," was indeed most rapid. 
His habit was to make a few spots and scratches in pencil and draw 
straight off in ink on the spot. 

The next day, Saturday, we visited the chief buildings of interest 
about Shrewsbury, but it is far too big an undertaking to describe 
these, and I am sure we have had enough to-night. That evening we 
separated. The others went off to their various homes. Alan 
Walker and I went down to Sapperton, in Gloucestershire, where an 
old friend of mine, in one of England's loveliest manor houses, de-
signs and makes modern furniture by hand, which has become so 
celebrated that no furniture exhibition in Europe is now complete 
without his being represented. He is described as the "High Priest 
of Handicraft" in England to-day. But to give you an account of 
E. W. Gimson's wonderful furniture would take as long a time as 
this whole paper. 

After the delivery of the paper, 
Mr. R. J. Haddon (F.), in moving a vote of thanks to Mr. 

Butler, expressed personal pleasure in listening to the account of 
sketching in England. He was carried back to old days, and re-
called the names of some of the men he knew in student days in Lon-
don. The term "Architectural Association" aroused pleasant 
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thoughts, for he had held the key of the "A.A." Library, when Wal-
ton was librarian. He had also been a member of the designing 
class, joining in the Association's sketching and other excursions 
during week-ends, and even during the lunch-hour. A great feature 
of these excursions was the advantage gained by kindred minds being 
brought together for one common purpose. He could not but allude 
to the wonderful fulness of English architecture as a field for sketch-
ing, and felt bound to say that once the habit was acquired, every 
English architect became good at sketching. Hearing about Shrews-
bury was like a fresh breeze blowing healthily from the old land. 
He hoped that the paper would be published in the "Proceedings." 

Mr. C. A. Ogg (F.), in seconding the vote of thanks, said that a 
sketching centre might well be formed in Melbourne, with Mr. But-
ler at its head. 

The President having put the vote, which was heartily carried, 
expressed his pleasure in going again over the old ground, which 
pleasure was increased by the appreciation shown that evening. 

A social hour was then spent, during which refreshments were 
served. 

PereR, veNCE pox, 	.v. ceNruRY. 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

The next meeting of the R.V.I.A. will be held in the Institute 
Rooms on Tuesday evening, August 1st, at 8 o'clock. His Excel-
lency the Governor-General (Sir Ronald Munro-Ferguson) has 
signified his intention to be present. After the transaction of busi-
ness, Mr. J. C. Morrell (F.), A.R.I.B.A., will give a lecture on 
"The Principles of Town Planning." The lecturer intends dealing 
with their vital importance to our future development; the objects 
of a Town Planning Scheme; Vital Needs; Healthy Sites for Homes; 
Planning of Houses for Sunlight and Air; Open Spaces; Road 
Types; Traffic Facilities and Factory Sites. 

"Holophane."— We have received a letter from Mr. V. H. Mac-
Kinney, the author of the above lecture, whose MS. was not to hand 
when we went to press for the May issue, explaining the cause of the 
delay. The lecturer was under the impression that we did not pub-
lish papers delivered before the Institute for several months after 
delivery, and in the meantime was elaborating his illustrations and 
preparing his lecture for the most lucid presentation in the Journal. 
We have promised; as early as possible to insert the paper, but would 
point out that we publish all the papers read at the R.V.I.A. meet-
ings as soon after delivery as practicable. Mr. MacKinney is quite 
erroneous in his assertion that there is delay in publishing papers in 
English journals. From our knowledge of the English press, papers 
are published as early as possible after delivery, whilst "quite hot," 
as it were. 

Crowded Ont.—The questions set at the May examination of the 
R.V.I.A.; an article on "Industrial Efficiency," and other interesting 
matter is crowded out of this issue. 

R.V.I.A. Examination.—.We have pleasure in reporting that at the 
May examination of the R.V.I.A. the following candidates succeeded 
in passing :—Messrs. E. T. Billson, H. L. Coburn, W. T. Meldrum 
and E. P. Trewarn. It may not be generally known that the 
R.V.I.A. examinations are held without, as well as within, the State 
of Victoria. Mr. Trewarn, whose name appears in this 
item, was recently examined by the R.V.I.A. in Brisbane, an officer 
of the Queensland Institute of Architects acting as moderator. It is 
possible that the R.V.I.A. examinations may be held in London be-
fore long, just as the R.I.B.A. examinations are now held in rotation 
in Sydney and Melbourne. 
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Proposed Visit to new postal building, Spencer-street.—It has been 
arranged that the visit to this new building shall be paid when the 
timber fittings (which are being made in Adelaide) have been en-
placed—probably in August. The exact date cannot be yet deter-
mined, but ample notice will be given. 

Mr. Eric Teague (F.) left for the front last month as Second-
lieutenant of the loth Field Company, Engineers. We wish him 
every success in his military duties. 

Mr. C. A. D'Ebro (F.) is about to leave Australia for a trip 
through some of the larger centres of America. He will be absent 
for some months. 

Mr. Hugh L. Peck, writing from France, says :—"Last week I 
went up the spire of Rouen Cathedral, which is 453  feet in height. 
The upper portion (about 25o feet) is in metal. and is a wonderful 
bit of construction. There was originally a timber spire, which was 
struck by lightning in I821. Most of the work was then built in 
cast iron, and all the infilling between the main supports are of cast 
iron panels designed in Gothic. A fine circular stairway runs up 
inside. From the bottom it sweeps round in large circles; but the 
last 3o feet is reduced to a narrow flight of steps round a huge 
central rod. The manner in which the whole structure is tied down 
to the stonework is very fine, as there were only the four stone walls 
of the tower for a base." 

Mr. Arthur Williams, also absent on military duty, writes us:—. 
"I am in London on eight days' leave, and at last have been able 
to present your letter of introduction to the R.I.B.A. I have had 
a most enjoyable week visiting various schools and buildings. I went 
through the Architectural School at University College this morning, 
and visited the Architectural Association School yesterday. A good 
deal of the marble and mosaic work is now finished at the Westmin-
ster Cathedral, and I have spent a good deal of time there. Best 
wishes for the Institute and kind regards to yourself." 

The Late Lord Kitchener.— The Council of the Institute, at 
special meeting on June 8th, passed the following resolution, which 
was forwarded to His Majesty the King, by His Excellency the 
Governor-General :,--,"That the Council of the Royal Victorian In- 
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stitute of Architects expresses its deep sense of the irreparable loss sus-
tained by the Empire and its Allies in the untoward death of our 
great military leader, Lord Kitchener, whose life was ennobled by 
inflexible devotion to duty, and to whose memory our Common-
wealth owes a special tribute for the wisdom and foresight of his 
guiding council in the initiation of our defence system. It therefore 
humbly prays His Excellency to be good enough to convey to His 
Majesty the King this resolution, together with its sympathy, devo-
tion and loyalty, and the assurance of its faith in and active help to-
wards the success of the Allied arms."  

Electric Installations.--The following letter from Mr. H. R. 
Harper, City Electrical Engineer, of Melbourne, has been received 
by the Institute, and is inserted in this journal by authority of the 
Council. Architects are requested to give it every attention, and so 
far as they are concerned, to give every consideration to the request. 
the request. 

Town Hall, Melbourne, 
23rd May, igi6. 

The. President, 
Institute of Architects, 

57 Swanston-street, Melbourne. 
Dear Sir,—I desire to draw your attention to the considerable 

trouble and inconvenience which is often experienced by electric sup-
ply consumers and by this department owing to the fact that provi-
sion has not been made by architects when designing or altering city 
premises, for space for the installation of meters, main switches and 
other apparatus at the point of entry of the electric supply service. 

As a result of this oversight, on many occasions, the consumers 
have had to alter internal fittings on their premises in order to pro-
vide the necessary accommodation for the above-mentioned apparatus. 
This trouble could be obviated if architects could be persuaded to 
make suitable provision in their plans and specifications for the proper 
Accommodation of the apparatus above referred to. 

I would therefore suggest to your members that when they are 
about to carry out the erection or re-construction of any large build-
ings, they should communicate with this department at an early stage 
so that this matter can be settled to our mutual satisfaction with the 
least inconvenience to the consumer. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. R. HARPER, 

City Electrical Engineer. 
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AN AMERICAN WHO MADE 
HEALTH CONTAGIOUS. 

HIS is the title of a remarkable paper in "Harper's 
Monthly Magazine" for April, in which it is re-
corded that Dr. V. G. Heiser, the American sani-
tarian, who as Director of Health for the Philippine 
Islands, has accomplished the almost miracu- 

lous achievement of abolishing sickness. Beginning his work 
in 1905, he found there was not a sewer east of Suez, 
and in all the cities the native populations were wallowing in 
the accumulated filth of centuries. Leading scientists are said to 
have ridiculed his efforts, for had not disease and the Orient always 
existed side by side? The population, being fatalists, were recon-
ciled to small-pox and cholera. The recital of the list of rampant 
diseases recalls the suggestion of the humorist that there appeared to 
be no room for healthiness in the old Spanish city of Manila, which 
city another humorist described as "Venice of the East." To put it 
briefly, the native population appears to have violated every law of 
health, with the inevitable result that mortality reached frightful 
proportions, small-pox alone carrying off 40,000 victims annually, 
whilst there were 128,000 cases of cholera the first year Dr. Heiser 
opened his crusade. 

The native houses—"nipa shacks" as they are called—were made 
of bamboo and palm, single-roomed, on four or five feet of piles, 
which protected the inmates from the rising tide of this Oriental 
"Venice." Americans and Europeans lived in "strong material" 
houses of wood or stone. Dr. Heiser appears to have won the confi-
dence of the Filipinos, which he found was half the battle, appointed 
300 native health inspectors, and caused hygiene and sanitation to be 
taught in the day schools as regular study. He introduced the sys-
tem of boring for artesian water, which was drunk instead of surface 
and pond water. He stamped out cholera by treating the cases in 
hospitals and allowing relatives of the victims access during visiting 
hours. The public markets were dealt with. The Filipino, who 
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would not buy a piece of meat until he had examined it with his 
hands, found that a rope, a policeman, and a barrel of disinfectant 
(in which latter all intending buyers had to dip their hands), did 
the business of preventing danger from cholera carriers. Manila 
was sewered, neat cottages in newly-established districts were substi-
tuted for nipa shacks. What is of special importance to Australia 
is that Manila is a city without flies and mosquitoes. 	Not by 

"swabbing" was this reform accomplished, but by drainage and re-
moval of garbage and surface accumulations, which gave these in-
sects no opportunity to breed. The "Roll of Dishonour" in the 
newspapers gives the names of bad citizens still guilty of harboring 
mosquitoes. The appearance of these insects and flies anywhere in 
Manila is now—so it is written—a public scandal. If the Roll of 
Dishonour were to be applied to Melbourne, we surmise the roll 
would readily be mistaken for the Federal Electoral Roll itself. 

Small-pox in Manila alone had caused in some previous years 6000 
deaths. Vaccination was so successful that since 1906 there has 
not been a single death from that cause in that city. Leprosy, by 
the institution of colonies, in which all the refinements of civilised 
life were practised, has been largely reduced, and many cases of sup-
posed leprosy have, by the microscopic examination of blood, been 
treated as skin or other trouble instead of being included amongst 
the leprous subjects. The bubonic plague in man and the rat 
carriers have been abolished, whilst beri-beri, hook-worm, malaria, 
dysentery, tuberculosis, and other diseases are the subject of success-

ful conquest. 
Other Oriental cities are said to be taking the lesson to heart. 

Australia, too, is reported to be introducing Heiser methods every-
where. Of this latter statement,. we confess we have no knowledge. 
If a fraction of what is reported is true, there seems to be no reason 
why our Australian cities should not be the very healthiest cities in 
the world. Deep drainage works have practically abolished typhoid 
in Melbourne, whilst small-pox, bubonic plague, and many other 
diseases are only introduced through shipping. What we need in 
Australia is a real live crusade against rats, mice, flies, and mosqui-
toes, the storage of garbage and consequent filth of too many back-

yards. 
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VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

HE Honour Board designs received for our recent 
competition were exhibited at our May meeting. The 
report of the adjudicators (Messrs. Blackett and 
Drummond) was read, in which they made the fol-
lowing awards:—ist, Mr. H. F. Coates; 2nd, Mr. 

F. L. Coburn ; 3rd, Mr. L. C. Hopkins. 
The adjudicators expressed pleasure in having so many as 

twelve designs to select from, which showed that keen interest in the 
welfare of the society was not lacking amongst members. The com-
mittee considered the awards most satisfactory, and, on the recom-
mendation of the adjudicators, the premiated design is now being 
executed by Mr. V. B. Trapp. 

The next meeting, held on June 20th, is one not to be forgotten. On 
this occasion Mr. Chas. R. Du Rieu provided us with a most inter-
esting illustrated lecture entitled "Glimpses of the World." As all 
ambitious students are desirous of touring the world at some future 
time, those present received some good points relating to the different 
conditions of many countries. Mr. Du Ricu also quoted some of 
the humorous experiences with which the traveller invariably has 
to contend with abroad. 

The Society has for the past month been arranging a tennis club, 
which club is now formed and promises to be well supported. We 
have been unable to secure a suitable court for any definite period, 
but hope to obtain one shortly. Soon after forming the club, we 
were invited to spend an afternoon at Mont Albert, of which we 
gladly availed ourselves, and the few hours spent at Mr. San 
Miguel's proved a very pleasant initiation. 

The Sideboard Competition was not quite so successful as the pre-
vious one. This is accounted for by the closing date falling very 
close to the terminal examinations of the College. The time will 
probably be extended, and the committee feels confident that an addi-
tional number of designs will then be sent in. 

JAMES H. JORGENSEN, 

Hon. Sec. 



REVIEWS OF BOOKS AND MAGAZINES. 

Architect (April-May).—The Panama Exposition description is 
concluded. The series of articles, "An Architect's Holiday With 
Camera in Northern Italy," is continued through these months. 
"Mitchell Library, Glasgow," is well illustrated. New and cheaper 
materials for cottages described. "Town Planning" papers by W. 
R. Davidge are included, as is an article on "The Relation of Light-
ing to Architectural Interiors," by M. Brooks, N.Y. There is also 
a paper by Prof. Adshead on "The Regeneration of the Village." 

Builder (April-May).—"London Churches of Wren' and Later 
Architects of the Renaissance" articles are continued, with many 
valuable illustrations. "My Views of the Wonder of Work," by 
Pennell, further defined in statement and picture, is an attempt to 
beautify ugliness. "The Grocers' Company and Drapers' Company" 
are described and their premises illustrated. A fine Royal Academy 
supplement illustrates the work hung in the Gallery. "Khartoum 
Cathedral" is well shown, and the "Monuments of Manchester" 
wisely criticised. 

Building News (April-May).—"Freaks and Fancies of Cathedral 
Builders" reveals much of human nature centuries ago. Davidge's 
"Town Planning" is included, also "Cheap Building for Cottages." 
Birmingham's Technical School Extensions and the new Technical 
Institute at Cardiff are illustrated. "Daylight Saving" is belittled. 
"Churches of North-east Herts" are described, and Academy pictures 
illustrated. "Robert Adam and His Brother" is ably reviewed and 
illustrated. Ingeman's plans of flat residences are also shown. 

Life ( June) contains the usual review of the fighting during the 
month. "The Newest Thing in Science," "What the World is 
Thinking," some racy stories, and a well-written article on "Poets 
and the War." 

(July). Some heartening articles dealing with various aspects of 
life apart from the war, stories, poems, lucrative hobbies, such as 
pigeon keeping, and an interpretation of the humour of current topics; 
also "Nature Notes" and a fine patriotic poem or two. 

Everylady's (June) contains hints on economy and a lucid defini-
tion of what is implied by a campaign of thrift. Lucrative hobbies 
are discussed, there are some good stories and war poems, also recipes 
and fashion designs. 

(July). "Brief impressions of Men, Women and Events," 
Madame Melba, and the repertory movement. Nature queries and 
answers, fashions, recipes, games, stories, and a good selection of 
literary gems. 
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