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FEDERAL COUNCIL OF THE AUS-
TRALIAN INSTITUTES OF 

ARCHITECTS. 

HE Federal Council has at last been founded, after 
an interval of 14 years since the first attempt to 
bring the Architectural Institutes together in 

1901. 	The consummation has been obtained be- 
cause federation, and not unification, was the goal. 
Australia, it is now realised, is too large a terri- 

tory for its architectural business to be transacted from one cen- 
tre, and not even a fixed centre at the best. 

The Federal Council is based upon other lines. 	'There are 
six States in the Commonwealth, and each has its own Institute 
of Architects. 	The States vary greatly in size, as do the In- 
stitutes, New South Wales and Victoria ranking as the two 
larger Institutes, whilst Tasmania is the smallest. 	If, there- 
fore, there was to be anything like equality of representation upon 
the Federal Council, it became necessary that each State should 
have an equal number of representatives, and equal voting pow- 
ers. 	The idea of the formation of the Council is to be found 
in the Conference of the Presidents of the State Institutes, held 
in Melbourne last year. 	This Conference, it will be remembered, 
was convened by the Minister for Home Affairs, in Melbourne, 
for the purpose of nominating a Chairman of the Board of Ad-
judicators, to deal with the designs to be received for the Federal 

[Parliament 
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Parliament Houses at Canberra. The six Presidents worked up 
the idea of forming the Council, and they well realised that their 
action was in accordance with the feeling for greater unity 
amongst the profession throughout the Commonwealth. At the 
invitation of the Institute of Architects of N.S.W., a further 
Conference was arranged, to meet in Sydney in November of 
last year. 	To this Sydney Conference, each Institute sent two 
representatives, and the principle of federation, rather than uni- 
fication, was agreed upon, as a working basis. 	The general 
resolutions of the Conference, having subsequently been laid be-
fore the various Institutes, the policy which had been adopted was 
affirmed by the Institutes. 	A further Conference was held 
in Melbourne last month (April), and the following is the basic 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted, and upon which the 
Council was constituted :- 

" Whereas it was resolved at a Conference of representatives 
of the State Institutes, held in Sydney in November, igiq.: `That 
it was desirable to form a Federal Council to represent the State 
Institutes of the Commonwealth,' and this being confirmed by 
the respective Institutes, the said Federal Council is hereby con-
stituted.' " 

Having been duly constituted, the first business was the 
election of the President and the Secretary, and Treasurer. 
Mr. A. W. Anderson, the President of the Institute of Architects 
of New South Wales, was unanimously elected the first President, 
and Mr. W. Newman (N.S.W.), the Secretary and Treasurer. 
It is obvious that both these officers must belong to the same 
State, otherwise the administrative work, when the Council is 
not in session, would be very difficult. 	The members of the 
Council are to be appointed by the Councils of their respective 
Institutes, the term of office being twelve months. 	The Coun- 
cils of the States other than the State in which the Federal 
Council is sitting, are empowered to appoint substitutes to take 
the places of any of their representatives who may be unable to 
attend the Federal Council. 	In order to provide against a mi- 
nority of the States transacting the business of the Council, the 
quorum shall only be formed when five or more States are repre- 
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sented; but each State shall, at all Council meetings, be entitled 
to two votes. 

In order to provide the necessary funds for carrying on the 
work of the Council, the Council is empowered to levy upon the 
per capita basis of membership of each State Institute. 	Victoria 
has just paid the due of 2/6 per member, as its quota for the 
current year. 

The objects for which the Federal Council is established are : 
1. To represent the Profession in the Federal sphere. 
2. To bring about uniformity in Australian practice. 
3. To represent, generally, the views of the profession, to 

preserve and maintain its integrity and status, and to suppress 
dishonourable and unprofessional conduct or practice. 

The operations and powers of the Council empower it to deal 
with :- 

t. Matters of Federal interest. 
2. Matters affecting two or more Institutes. 
3. Any question which may be referred to the Federal Coun-

cil by any Institute. The ruling of the Council snail be final and 
binding on the State Institutes. 

The Annual Meeting shall be held during April or May, in 
such State as the Council may decide. 	Audited balance-sheets, 
and an annual report shall also be presented. 	We understand 
that Adelaide is chosen for the meeting in 1916. 

After framing the Constitution under which the Federal 
Council will work, the Council settled down to the consideration 
of conditions of competitions, and issued a lengthy code, show-
ing the guiding principles to be embodied in future competitions. 
The aim is that there shall be clear instructions to competitors, 
the minimum of work in the preparation of the designs, fair and 
reasonable prizes, which shall not be merged into the commission 
of the successful competitor, together with obtaining profes- 
sional advice during the adjudication. 	The Council agreed to 
print a large number of these conditions of competition, and to 
forward them to the Institutes. 	We are hopeful that these con- 
ditions will place competitions upon a much higher plane than 
they have frequently occupied in the by no means distant past. 

[If 
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If the Council has accomplished nothing else, its first meeting in 
Melbourne will have been eminently fruitful. 

Another subject dealt with by the Council was the scale of 
professional charges. 	If ever a scale of charges was based upon 
a wrong idea, it is the scale of fees of the architect. 	It surely 
has only existed because the man-in-the-street understands that 
5 per cent. is the customary charge, and has been since the ancient 
days. But how things have changed during recent years ! The 
complexity of modern building has increased year by year, and 
the architect—as a man of science, to say nothing of his artistic 
ability—requires, nowadays, a very different training to that of a 
generation ago. 	Yet, for all this, he is expected to work for 
the commission which was considered reasonable in days of yore. 
Take, again, the supply of copies of drawings and specifications. 
Not long since, the original drawings and one set of tracings on 
linen sufficed for most works. 	To-day, drawings for most of 
the following bodies are required for every building of a public 
nature 

I. The original and signed contract drawings. 
2. Copies for the contractor's use on building. 
g. Another set for the contractor's office. 
4. Copies for use by the clerk of works. 
5. Copies for the municipal authorities. 
6. Copies for the Board of Health. 
7. Copies for the electrical installation. 
8. Copies for the Board of Works for drainage purposes, 

And so on, almost ad infinitum. Although the processes of repro-
duction are features of the present day, much work has still to 
be done by hand (in colouring, etc.), and the old and customary 
charge of t per cent. upon the contract amount is too little for 
furnishing the many copies required. 	There are those who tell 
us that 5  per cent. is the standard fee of the British architect. 
But if anyone will refer to the "Kalendar" of the R.I.B.A., he will 
find a long list of items which are not included in the 5 per cent. 
charge; and we know from personal knowledge that the British 
architect, with his 5 per cent., comes off much better than his 
Australian brother with his 6 per cent. 	The Federal Council 
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has carefully dealt with the problems of remuneration, and, 
whilst laying down a model scale, has left some of the final 
determinations to the various State Institutes. 

Other matters were dealt with, and the President and Sec-
retary were appointed a sub-committee, to draw up a syllabus 
for future work, to be considered by the Council. 

The Council was thoroughly representative of the Austra-
lian Institutes, and was constituted as below 

N.S.W.: A. W. Anderson (Pres. of the Institute of Archi-
tects of N.S.W.); W. Newman. 

Victoria: H. W. Tompkins (Pres. of the R.V.I.A.); E. A. 
Bates. 

Queensland: C. W. Chambers (Pres. Q.I.A.). 
South Australia : H. E. Fuller (Pres. S.A.I.A.). 
West Australia: W. Kenwood (acting). 
Tasmania: A. North; J. A. B. Koch (acting). 

Whilst John Little and W. M. Campbell acted as hon. secre-
taries to the Melbourne meetings of the Council. 

By the courtesy of Melbourne "Punch" we have pleasure in 
reproducing the photograph of all the members of the Council 
and the hon. secretaries, taken on the last day of the meetings. 

The tedium of close application to business was somewhat 
relieved by two or three relaxations, which were exceedingly wel-
come, and showed the esteem in which the visitors were held. 

Immediately prior to the commencement of business on Tues-
day, April zoth, the representatives were the recipients of a civic 
reception by the Lord Mayor of Melbourne (Sir David Hennessy), 
many prominent Victorian architects being included in the invi- 
tation. 	In his welcome, the Lord Mayor dwelt upon the func- 
tions of the architect, and the work which he had accomplished 
in all the cities and towns of Australia. 	Representatives from 
each of the State Institutes of Australia responded to the hearty 
civic greeting. 

On Thursday, at the invitation of the Melbourne and Metro-
politan Board of Works, a full-day visit was paid to the O'Shan-
nassy Water Scheme, the party journeying by rail to Warburton, 
where coaches were in readiness for the remainder of the journey. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. E. G. Richie, the Designing Engineer of the Board, gave an 
interesting explanation of the Scheme and the work already ac-
complished, which was greatly appreciated. 

The party returned to town at a late hour. 

SMOKE NIGHT. 

A Smoke Night and Social was tendered) to the Visiting Re-
presentatives by the President and Council of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects, on Friday, 23rd April. The opportunity 
also was afforded to members of the Institute to become acquainted 
with their professional brethren from other States. Those who 
were not present missed a pleasant and profitable evening, and 
that was, we opine, a piece of satisfaction for their absence. 

The Institute rooms had been decorated in honour of the 
visitors, and the programme was of a varied character. Songs by 
Messrs. Drummond and Clarke were rendered to a good accom-
paniment. Those singers represented the younger men of the 
profession. The visitors were probably deeply affected by Mr 
Anketell Henderson's sympathetic rendering of "Maid of Sydney." 
In a biographic display of serious and humorous pictures, it was 
shown how a house could be erected almost instantaneously, 
by charging a heap of rubbish with an electric current. The 
minute, however, the purchasers seated themselves in the house, 
it collapsed, and the owners were glad to escape with their lives. 

The toast of "The King" having been duly honoured, Mr. 
H. W. Tompkins, President of the Royal Victorian Institute of 
Architects, welcomed the visiting representatives from the Austra-
lian Institutes. He reviewed the existing conditions of Architec-
ture, and pointed out the imperative need for the Federal Coun-
cil, which need, happily, had now been realised. There had been 
a great deal of hard work, but the representatives had determined 
to sink all minor issues, and it was surprising to find on how 
many points there was a common agreement. All the States 
were represented in the room that evening, and he would propose 
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the toast of the evening, "The Visiting Representatives," and 
would ask a response from each State. He specially congratulated 
Mr. Anderson, the President of the Institute of Architects of New 
South Wales, upon his election to the position of President of the 
Federal Council, and would ask that he be the first to respond. 

Mr. A. W. Anderson (President of the Institute of Architects of 
N.S.W.), replying to the toast, reviewed the relation of his In-
stitute to the movement for Federation. The endeavour made 
in 1901, as time had proved, had not been based on the right 
lines, because unification had been aimed at. The consumma-
tion effected, during the past week, however, appeared to meet 
all the existing—and, he thought, future—needs. What he and 
the other representatives had aimed at was to lay the foundations 
of the Federation broad and deep, in this way following the exam-
ple set by the people in the formation of the political Federal 
institutions, which had worked so well for the whole of Australia. 
As Australia could now speak throughout the world with one 
voice, so the Federal Council of the Institutes of Architects could 
speak for the whole of the profession in the various States of the 
Commonwealth. The power conferred upon the Federal Coun-
cil of acting on behalf of the Australian Architects, would be of 
the greatest advantage in dealing with Government Departments 
and other public bodies, for instance, and for this purpose alone 
the Council had not been formed a day too soon. The Federa-
tion would also vastly improve the status of the architect, especi-
ally when registration had been effected. Personally, he thanked 
the Council for electing him to the high office of President, and 
also for appointing his colleague, Mr. Newman, as Treasurer 
and Secretary. They would both do their best to carry out the 
work which would be brought before them. He was sure that 
his Institute would feel honoured by the appointments to which 
he had referred. ..e expressed his thanks to the Victorian In-
stitute for the facilities given for conducting the business of the 
Federal Council, and for all the kindnesses which its members, 
and the Institute Council, had lavished upon the visiting represen-
tatives. Despite the hard work accomplished, the visitors had 
enjoyed a really good time. 

Mr. C. W. Chambers (President of the Queensland Institute 
[of 
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of Architects), replying for his State, hoped that the profession 
throughout Australia would actively support any action taken by 
the Federal Council, He was of opinion that, by its constitution, 
the Federal Council had sufficient machinery to deal with any 
question affecting the profession which might arise, but any suc-
cess achieved must be through the loyalty of the Architects of the 
Commonwealth. He was brought up in Victoria, but many years 
ago went to Queensland. This latter State was but in its infancy, 
and its resources were only being realised. What were the possi-
bilities of Queensland he could not foretell, but they were immense. 
The State possessed also a grand climate, and he invited Archi-
tects from the South to pay his State a visit if they could find the 
opportunity, and they would see something of the vast resources 
of the great Northern State. 	Along with the President (Mr. 
Anderson), he thanked the Victorian Institute for the hospitality 
the representatives of this Conference had received during their 
visit, to Victoria. 

Mr. H. E. Fuller (President of the South Australian Institute 
of Architects) said that it was nearly twelve months since the Pre-
sidents of the State institutes met at Melbourne at the request of 
the Minister of Home Affairs to deal with matters of the 
Federal Capital Competition. Much, however, had happened since 
that time, and it was a matter of pride with him that during his 
first year of office as President of the Institute of his State, it had 
fallen to him to be one of the Conference which had since become 
the Federal Council. During the present week, it had been his 
endeavour to do his part in laying a solid and lasting foundation 
strong enough to carry the weight of any superstructure which 
might be erected upon it. He thanked the President of the Vic 
torian Institute (Mr. Tompkins) for all he had done, personally as 
well as officially, to make the visiting representatives comfortable 
during their stay in Victoria. He was glad that the Federal 
Council had accepted the invitation to hold its annual meeting in 
Adelaide next year, and along with his colleagues in South Aus-
tralia he would do all in his power to show them the attractions 
of what he considered the most beautiful city in Australia. 

Mr. W. Kenwood (acting representative for West Australia) 
said that, judged by area, his State was by far the largest in the 
Commonwealth, and this, he thought, made up for the lack of 
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members in the State Institute. Yet the Institute was thoroughly 
alive, and had entered into the Council in a truly Federal spirit. 
In West Australia they would do their share in laying the founda-
tion to suit a constitution whi 
rolled by. He trusted that the same zeal would be shown in the 
future as had been exercised by the men who had the professional 
spirit and foresight to bring the Federal Council into existence. 
He could not but express his thanks for the pleasant time he had 
enjoyed during his visit to Melbourne. The excursion to the 
O'Shannassy Water Supply would be full of pleasant memories 
for many a day to come. Nor would he forget the lucid explana-
tions or the welcome manner which the engineer (Mr. Richie) had 
given to the visitors on the previous day. The smoke night, that 
evening, was a happy way of enabling the visitors to become 
acquainted with the Architects of Victoria. If the Federal Council 
could see its way to visit the Western State at some future date 
he could assure them of a hearty welcome. 

Mr. Alex. North, responding for Tasmania, said he ought 
almost to be excused from speaking for the State he represented, 
because he was a member of the Victorian Institute as well as 
that of Tasmania. He thought, however, that when the records 
of the proceedings of the Federal Council were published, every-
one concerned would be satisfied that an honest endeavour had 
been made to prepare a constitution which could be called a really 
good working constitution. Should it turn out otherwise, he 
would be truly sorry, because the object in view—tile uplifting cf 
the profession—would be defeated, and a second attempt based 
on a previous failure, would prove a difficult task for those who 
might have to undertake it. He was, however, confident that the 
work done had been on sound lines. The smaller Institutes had 
been generously treated by the framers of the constitution, and he 
was sure that Architects in Tasmania would be of this opinion 
when they received the report of their representatives. He was 
confident that what had been done would be considered by Archi-
tects throughout Australia to have been based on right lines. He, 
too, would tender his thanks for the hearty welcome accorded to 
the visiting members from the other States. 

[General 



GENERAL MEETING. 
N Tuesday, 3oth March, 1915, the first General Meet- 

ing of members of the Institute was held in the 

Institute Rooms, Swanston Street, at 8 o'clock. 

the President (Mr. H. W. Tompkins) being in the 

chair. There was a good attendance of members 
and several visitors. The minutes of the previous meeting were 

read and confirmed. An apology for non-attendance from Mr. K. 

Henderson (A.) was received, and a hearty welcome was given by 

the President to Mr. W. Lucas (F.), F.R.G.S., who had recently 

returned from South Africa after an absence of 20 years. 

Belgium Relief Fund.—The President reported that over £17 

had been paid into the Lord Mayor's Fund as the monthly con-

tribution of members of the Institute for the month of March. He 

invited every member who was not regularly subscribing to the 

Fund through this or another channel, to do so at once as the 
need was urgent. 

Nominations.—William Burden Hardwick, Chief Architect, 

Public Works Department, West Australia, and Henry James 

Kerr, District Architect, Public Works Department, Victoria, were 

each nominated as Fellow. The papers of the candidates were 

endorsed by the Council : "Recommended for Ballot." 

Election.—George Dawson Garvin, of Bendigo, was elected 
as Associate. 

Defaulters.—It was reported that the Council had recom-

mended that the names of five late members should be struck off 

the roll of membership as defaulters. The names were read to the 

meeting in accordance with the Articles of Association, and the 

late members were declared to be no longer members of the In-
stitute. 

Enemy Subject.—Upon the recommendation of the Council, 

the name of Franz Jaffe, declared to be an enemy subject, was 

struck off the roll, and further declared to be no longer an Hon. 
Fellow. 

Standard Documents of the American Institute of Architects. 

—It was reported that an advance copy of the Standard Docu-

ments of the American Institute of Architects had been forwarded 

to the Institute. The proposed draft of the Conditions of Con-

tract would be particularly valuable, now that the Institute was 
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revising its own conditions. The Council had ordered that copies 
of the documents should be obtained so that they might be studied, 
and anything suitable extracted from them. They were greatly 
indebted to the American Institute for sending the documents. 

The Federal Council.—The President reported that Mr. Bates 
and he had been appointed by the Council of the Institute to 
represent Victoria at the forthcoming Conference in April. The 
meetings would be held in the Institute Rooms, and there was 
every probability that the Federal Council would be duly consti-
tuted. As the Institute had formally approved of the proposal, 
they would go to the Conference feeling that they had the backing 
up of the Institute. 

Technical Schools' Architectural Diploma Course.—It was 
reported that the Council had adopted a report by the Education 
Committee dealing with the teaching of Architecture in connection 
with the Technical Schools of the State. The scheme had been 
drawn up by a conference of various bodies meeting at the Edu-
cation Department. The Council would be pleased to learn the 
opinion of members upon the proposals. The following was the text 
of the report :- 

REPORT OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 

Technical Schools' Architecture Diploma Course. 

"The Education Committee of the R.V.I.A. reports that 
under instructions from the Council, it has approved of the 
Diploma Course as submitted, and recommends its adoption. 

It also recommends that the Institute shall not necessarily 
recognise this Diploma as equivalent, in any way, to the passing 
of the R.V.I.A. Examination by any Candidate for Associateship. 

Further, any Student holding the Diploma, who may apply 
for exemption from the above R.V.I.A. Examination, should have 
the right to submit to the Council of the Institute full particulars 
of the results obtained in separate subjects under the Diploma 
Examinations, which results would then receive full consideration." 

Mr. Anketell Henderson (F.), in moving the adoption of the 
report, explained the proposal, and hoped that it might lead up to 
the University degree in Architecture in the near future. It would 

[be 
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be seen from the report that the Council retained discretionary 
powers as to candidates for Associateship who had passed in sepa-
rate subjects in the Diploma Course in the Technical Schools. 

Mr. John Little (F.) seconded the adoption of the report. 
Mr. R. J. Haddon (F.) thought that the subject should be laid 

before all the members of the Institute, and he objected to matters 
being considered in camera by the Council and then sent forth 
as from the Institute. He would affirm that any change from the 
principle of Architectural pupilage would meet with his opposition, 
and he held by the traditions of serving articles. The proposai 
from the Architect's standpoint was not good, nor was it proper 
to get a pupil into an Architect's office and then to relegate him 
to a technical school. That was not fair to anyone, although the 
practice was common with a certain type of Architect. An Architect 
was asked to let his pupil go out for 26 hours a week (?). 	He 
couldn't do it, and it was not a workable proposition. He certainly 
agreed with pupils attending technical schools, but not with the 
proposals set forth in the report. 

Mr. Henderson explained that four years' servjce was essen-
tial, as in the Diploma course at the University, before the student 
could obtain the Diploma. No one asked for a student to be let 
out for 26 hours a week. If Mr. Haddon would read the proposal 
he would see that 13 hours a week was the maximum asked for. 
It must be remembered that many good men then in practice had 
not served articles, and it was felt years ago that the system of 
articles would have to be in part abandoned, because there were 
no close professions now, and Architecture could not expect dif-
ferent treatment to the rest of they professions. 

The President remarked that no Architect in practice could 
give instruction in all subjects. The pupil, however, needed to 
work in an office where large works were going on if he was to 
obtain an efficient training. It was agreed to postpone the dis-
cussion until the next meeting. 

The Registration Bill.—The President reported that he had 
interviewed the Minister of Public Works concerning the Regis-
tration Bill. The Minister would probably introduce the Bill as a 
Government measure next session. Meantime the Minister would 
be supplied with all information. 



TRAVEL NOTES IN ITALY. 

(Being a paper read at the R.V.I.A., on 3oth March, 1915, by 
Percy Kernot (A.). 	A fine display of slides illustrating the 
paper was shown by C. A. Cowper (F.). 

HAT is the charm of Italy? That such a charm 
exists to very many is undoubted. When once 
you have come under the spell of this romantic 
land, the deep longing to return will seize at 
most unexpected moments. The sight of a Ro-
man urn, a Madonna, a majolica replica, or the 

smell of cypress or stone pine in a hot sun will be sufficient to 
recall memories of sun-baked walls, of vineyards, cypress 
avenues, white towers, wayside shrines, and the teeming and 
picturesque life of the roadway. 

Some few years ago a party of us spent some months in 
the larger towns of Italy, and, feeling the charm still upon us, 
we arranged another visit, intending to spend our time in some 
of the smaller centres ; and with this object in view landed at 
Naples at the end of January last year. 	Propitious circum- 
stances led to our arrival at the very season at which our pre-
vious trip terminated, so our knowledge of the seasons was con-
tinuous. 

The climate of Naples during February was delightful ; slight 
frosts at night were succeeded by sunny days, and signs of early 
spring were visible. 	Comfortably settled, overlooking the fa- 
mous bay, we renewed acquaintanceship with the wonderfully 
interesting streets of Naples, explored the ancient city with its 
straight, narrow, teeming streets and old gateways, all sur-
rounded and overbuilt by the old, but more recent, modern town, 
admired the fine effect of the clipped and arched ilex trees, form-
ing walls of greenery in the Piazza Municipale, enjoyed the fas-
cinating National Gardens, on the sea front (in which we recog-
nised many Australian gums and sheoaks), and watched the 
crowded traffic in the Ch,iaja. 	As it was the season, Naples 

was crowded with visitors. 	Bertolini's Terrace was filled each 
[day 
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day for afternoon tea with an interesting cosmopolitan crowd 
well worth studying. 

A pleasant trip from Naples is to take the train from the 
Toretto through the huge grotto or tunnel, and then along the 
coast past the iron works to Pozzuoli, a dirty and most inter-
esting spot. Here St. Paul landed on his voyage to Rome, and 
the old dock is well worth visiting for those in search of the 
picturesque. 	Solfatina is easily reached by carriage or by walk- 
ing from Pozzuoli. 	The guide conducted us over the glistening 
bed of the crater by a devious path, avoiding the numerous boil- 
ing mud springs. 	The ground sounds hollow underfoot, and 
when a light is applied to the sulphurous vapour issuing from 
cracks and rents in the ground, the smoke issues from other 
rents hundreds of feet away, and even from parts of the crater 
cliffs high above our heads. 	Flocks of sheep and goats were 
grazing on the edge of this inferno, and the bamboo huts of 
the shepherds were erected within a few feet of the boiling 
springs. 	The whole of this district is dotted with ruined Ro- 
man buildings, many buried by the numerous volcanic disturb- 
ances. 	The ancient Temple in Puzzuoli, which is approached 
through a bath-house, shows the signs of submergence under 
the sea, and is now again sinking below sea level. 

We spent a long day driving round the Bay of Baie, crawling 
into decorated, smoke-blackened tombs scattered among vine-
yards looking down on the beautiful bay in which Agrippina was 
drowned, descending into the great vaulted water cistern on 
Cape Messina, from which the Roman Fleet was watered, en-
tering the mouth of the underground passage that connected 
Cumae with Lake Avernus. 	The district is a museum of an- 
cient remains, and appears to be in the hands of private owners, 
who use decorated vaults as stables and storehouses, and expect 
a few coppers from visitors. 

Returning to Naples : The Castle Nuovo, with its handsome 
carved entrance gateway and bronze doors is approached 
through military stores. 	Obtaining permission from the sentry, 
we passed into a yard among piles of empty shells, transport 
waggons, and other warlike stores, we had time to examine the 
carvings of the towers, representing scenes from the war with 
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Spain, while a small boy went in search of the guide. When 
he appeared, armed with an enormous key, he pointed out the 
panels of the bronze doors representing incidents in local his-
tory. The heavy bronze has in one place been broken by a 
round shot, which is still embedded in the door. 	The inner 
court of the castle is crowded with military waggons, arranged 
in a very haphazard manner. 	The guide, witn his enormous 
key, unlocks the chapel door and conducts us round the various 
historical and family monuments. 	A very fine circular, open, 
newelled staircase leads up to the private apartments; a nar-
row, steep stairway also leads down to the dungeons, which are 
reserved to the last. The guide shows the decapitated trunks, in 
their coffins, of two victims to the Spaniards' fury, and ex-
plains that they were preserved by being embalmed in sea water. 
He then lifted the lid of a third rough wooden coffin, in which 
is the mummy of a strangled Cardinal, still wearing his vest-
ments. The awful look of horror, the gaping mouth and twisted 
hands and feet are as realistic as when the unfortunate wretch 
perished hundreds of years ago. 	The guide, to relieve the situa- 
tion, so fraught with horror, gave the withered, leathery flank a 
playful slap as he closed the lid, and asks us if we are " Con-
tenta." We assured him of our complete satisfaction, and only 
longed for open air, in which to forget his dungeons and their 
horrors. 

The Old Church of the Carmine, situated just behind the 
Porta Capuana, near the ancient harbour of Naples, is one of 
the most picturesque in the town. At the time of our visit a 
horse fair was being held at the very doors, and we had some 
difficulty in dodging the heels of the stallions which were being 
offered for sale. 	Outside, the church has an imposing tower of 
black and white marble. The greasy, heavy leathern curtain that 
hangs at all church doors in Italy in winter has to be pushed aside, 
and we are in a beautiful mellow interior, Carroque in style, 
glowing with dull gold, long rays of wintry sunshine, heavy 
with dust motes, shine through the clerestory windows, lighting 
up shrine and statue. Here and there, amid the general gloom, 
the poor of Naples are here at their devotions. 	Matins are 

[being 
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being sung, bells toll, the organ peels out, while we follow in-
tricate passages into the chapel behind the altar, where, stand-
ing among a crowd of kneeling devotees, we are shown the mir- 
acle-working picture of Saint Sueno. 	We walked back from 
the Carmine, through some of the wonderful streets of the old 
town, and were particularly pleased with the street of the artificial 
flower workers, whose wares are shown in the open street, giving 
it a most festive appearance. 	It was Carnival time, and, meet- 
ing a crowd of students, our ladies were well sprinkled with con-
fetti. 

One day we had a discussion as to the composition of the 
characteristic smell of Naples. 	Some said wasting coffee and 
stable ; others, humanity ; all agreed that the predominating noise 
was the ceaseless braying of the humble donkey. 	From Naples, 
a rapid trip to Capri, Sorrento; thence by the famous roadway 
along the Gulf of Salerno to Amalfi. 	Here we rested at the 
monastery high on the cliff above the bay, celebrated in Longfel- 
low's poem. 	The old cells are converted into bedrooms, the 
refectory is used as a dining-hall, the chapel remains, and a 
portion of the cloister. 	The vine terraces and lemon orchards , 

with the water cistern and cemented aqueducts, are maintained as 
of old. 	In the hanging woodland above the gardens we were 
pleased to find the first orchise, wild violets, and daisies, and 
other signs of spring. 	It is hard for the visitor to realise that 
Amalfi was an important medieval republic, and a bustling com- 
mercial port at the time of the Crusades. 	At present the town 
is crowded into a small space between two headlands, at the 
mouth of a mountain stream. The houses climb the cliffs on 
either hand, and are approached by intricate, uneven passages. 
The cathedral, backed against the cliff, and approached by a 
high flight of steps, is almost buried by the surrounding buildings. 

Two ancient castles dominate the headlands, and the whole, as 
viewed from the city square, is most picturesque. 	The ancient 
city lies submerged under the blue waters of the Gulf, and the 
fishermen still hear the church bells ring for matins and ves-
pers as they float above the submerged towers. We slept well 
in our cells, notwithstanding the fact that a portion of the mon- 
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astery has been carried away by a rock-fall from the cliffs, the 
scar of which is plainly visible. 

All who take this route should visit Ravello from Amalfi. 
As the road is very steep, some of our party walked up by the 
old mule track, through romantic scenery. The track follows a 
mountain stream, and passes through vineyards and chestnut 
woods ; the banks were purple with crocus. 	At one spot we 
saw how the immense labour of budding the terraces for the vines 
was accomplished. The whole available population was at work-
men, women, boys, and girls—all carrying stones or soil. Only 
by such a combined effort could such an amount of work be fin- 
ished. 	About rod. a day is a labourer's wage, I believe, in 
these parts. 

Ravello is superbly situated, over fifteen hundred feet above 
sea-level, and overlooks miles of coastline. 	We felt we could 
almost throw the proverbial biscuit into the Gulf from the ter-
race of the Hotel Belle Vue. The padronna, hearing we were 
from Melbourne, was delighted to show us a photograph of her 
uncle's house in "San Kild," Melbourne. 	The contrast of this 
photo with our surroundings was striking. 	Ravello, stone built, 
ancient, deserted, side by side with St. Kilda's bijou villa. 	The 
cathedral contains the well-known inlaid mosaic pulpit, supported 
by polished shafts, on bases resting on the backs of lions and 
lionesses, and also some curious Scriptural mosaics. Many of 
the palaces in Ravello have marble columns at their entrances 
removed from the ruins of Paestum. 	The Ruffalo Palace, the 
garden terrace of which is one of the sights of Italy, bears a tablet 
erected by the inhabitants of the district to the generosity of the 
Gibson-Carmichael family, who at one time resided here. 	An 
incident of the road was characteristic. 	One of the ponies, beau- 
tiful little creatures from Sardinia, lost a shoe. 	The driver pro- 
duced a spare one and a handful of nails, and with a spanner as 
a hammer proceeded to make good the defect ; and a botched 
job it was. But there being no option, we had to complete the 
journey in this uncomfortable manner. 

Rome is too large a subject to touch in a discursive paper. 
The huge Victor Emmanuel monument, dominates the Capitol. 

[" Time 
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`Time alone," as an Italian gentleman explained, can pass a 
true criticism of such a stupendous work." Most lovers of the 
ancient condemn this work as disappointing and in bad taste ; but 
Rome has survived many building periods, and its great charm 
is as an historical reference to great national movements ; and 
the new memorial will pass into the future as one of these, built by 
the State to catch the eye of an emotional people, in competition 
with the great Church memorial on the Vatican Hill. 	It has 
failed to eclipse the work of Michael Angelo, both in utility and 
in grandeur. 

Architects in Rome must have an interesting time, as it is 
a rare thing to open foundation trenches without finding evidence 
of earlier construction, and occasionally sculpture and jewellery 
of great value is unearthed. The authorities of Rome are wak-
ing up to the fact of the great value of the historic remains their 
city contains, and are taking steps to protect them from injury. 
Unfortunately, in some cases this care has erred in taste. 	The 
beautiful little round Temple in the ancient cattle-market has been 
surrounded with rockeries somewhat after the St. Kilda Road 
pattern. 	Personally, I much preferred the litter of straw and 
picturesque groups of contradini which I knew of old. 

Rome was indulging in the usual epidemic of strikes during 
our visit. The cabmen struck against the regulation fares, and 
received an increase. Still, even with this addition, we found 
it often more economical for four of us to hire a carriage than 
to use the tramcars. The Municipality struck against the Gov- 
ernment over a question of hospital management. 	All traf- 
fic was suspended, and the shops closed for about three days; 
huge crowds met, and in places came into conflict with the 
military ; numbers were ridden down. 	But we went about our 
sightseeing armed only with the tourists' red bible (Baedeker), 
which was quite sufficient passport to open the ranks of double 
guards, with fixed bayonets, who were stopping all other traffic. 
From Rome, delightful day trips were made by electric tram 
across the Compagna to the towns on the slope of the Alban 
Hills. 	A good service of cars leaves Rome from the vicinity 
of the Stazione de Termini. 	In a short time we ,find ourselves 
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traversing the undulating slopes of the Compagna, "so beautiful 
as to fill one with melancholy," as an Italian friend remarked. 
Monuments and ruined aqueducts stand out against the wonder-
ful purple distances of the Hills. Shepherds clothed in goat-
skin breeches, with the long hair on the outside, looking uncom-
monly like ancient satyrs, attended their flocks, their temporary 
huts of bamboo reminding us of Indian wigwams. The tram 
line follows the road to Frascati, and the whistle has to be fre-
quently sounded to warn the sleeping driver of a picturesque 
wine cart which has strayed between the rails. 	After some ten 
miles of this journeying, the line leaves the open Compagna and 
ascends between vineyards in which are mounted guns with 
wide bell mouths, for shaking up storm centres in the heavens 
before the hail can descend and ruin the crops. The tram divides, 
one branch going to Frascati, famous for its villas, gardens, and 
wine. From Frascati a delightful trip may be made to Tusculum, 
and I would advise good walkers to go on foot, as the views all 
the way up to the ruins are delightful. 	The right-hand branch 
of the tram runs to Abano, where we get a fleeting glimpse of 
the beautiful crater-lake; and then on to Genzano, some twenty 
miles from Rome. 	Genzano is described in Baedeker as a 
poverty stricken village, without attractions ; but to sit in the 
central piazza, and watch the women carrying water in copper 
buckets to their homes, is worth the visit. 	Two types are very 
noticeable—a fair-haired, lair-complexioned type, supposed to 
show the northern blood of Charlemagne's warriors, are mixed 
with the smaller, vivacious, dark-skinned Italians. 

Our objective in Genzano is the Lake of Nemi. 	Climbing 
the steep street, accompanied by a crowd of urchins, each anxious 
to earn a soldo, we reach the gate of the Palazzo Cesarini; but 
before admittance is granted, we must interview the lordly major- 
domo at the Palace adjoining. 	We enter our names in the 
visitors' book, the gates are unlocked, and we are as free of 
these beautiful gardens as if we owned them. 	This is a delight- 
ful feature of Italy; the way one is welcomed and shown over 
private property. 	It sometimes leads, however, to awkward 
moments, as when some overzealous guardian leads one into a 

[dining-room 



travel dotes in 1talg 	 74 

dining-room in which the rightful owners are sitting down to 
dinner. 	Awkward for the visitors alone, as Italian manners 
seem equal to all occasions. 	The winding paths of the Palace 
Garden lead through hanging woodlands down to the shining levels 
of the lake, 400 feet below. We spent hours wandering in this 
sylvan solitude, undisturbed, picking wild violets and narcissus 
in the woods, searching unsuccessfully for the ancient artificial 
outlet built by the Romans, and still maintaining the lake at a 
uniform level. The journey back to Rome in the evening light, 
with the floating dome of St. Pietro growing ever larger and 
more distinct before other features are distinguishable, is an ex-
perience long to be remembered. 

Our last drive in Roma was to the Statione San Pietro, out- 
side the walls, behind the Vatican Hill. 	We felt, as we waited 
for the train, that our Italian journeyings were starting in earnest. 
Here were no guides, no interpreters, no tourists but ourselves, 
as we waited in a crowd of rustic-looking people, with large 
market baskets, for the slowly coming train. 	At last a shout 
from a small boy : " Ecco it treno," which is taken up and re-
peated by the crowd, as it seems the fashion. We take up the 
cry ourselves : "Ecco it treno," and in the midst of great 
excitement and apparent confusion, all climb, with their miscel-
laneous luggage, into the high railway carriages, and are soon 
steaming out north-west, into the country, getting a charming 
view of the great dome of St. Pietro, over the shoulder of a hill. 
A journey of about fifty miles brought us to the walled city of 
Viterbo. This populous town, enclosed by old Longobard walls 
and towers of lava blocks, is quite unspoilt by modern improve- 
ments. 	The Cathedral, with its interesting tower, and mem- 
ories of the English Pope, Nicholas Breakspeare, compelling the 
German Emperor to hold his stirrup. 	The old Palace of the 
Popes, great, rambling, furnished, but unused and fast falling into 
decay; the beautiful fragment of Gothic tracery on the arched 
bridge leading to the Palace, all form a most interesting group 
to the Architectural visitor. 	The Gothic is much purer in style 
than any we have hitherto seen in Rome or further south ; worked 
out t'=of dark lava blocks, with an undertone of purple. 	The 
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whole city is built of this basalt, and the interior effect in some 
of the churches, particularly that of San Sisto, is good. 	San 
Sisto is built in two levels, a high flight of steps, on which is 
the pulpit, lifting the apse above the nave. 

The Market of Viterbo is most interesting. 	The bodies 
of pigs roasted whole were suspended on poles. The customer 
selects the portion he fancies, which is cut and weighed, and is 
then given a liberal helping of the forcemeat with which the in-
terior is stuffed. Earthenware, kitchen dressers, babies' cradles 
ornamented with Etruscan designs, are set out on the pavement 
of the Via Garibaldi; viands of all descriptions are spread out, 
and a dense throng of sellers and purchasers, chaffering in the 
rain, under immense coloured umbrellas, make a most animated 
scene. 

From Viterbo we visited the ruins of Ferento. These lie 
five and a half miles away, across a wind-swept basaltic plateau, 
until recent years the haunt of banditti. 	Ferento was utterly 
destroyed by the people of Viterbo in 1172, as the outcome of a 
religious difference of opinion. 	We approached the ruins over 
a solitary, deserted plain ; a shepherd attending his sheep, clothed 
in the extraordinary costume to be seen in fifteenth century fres- 
coes, was the only person in sight. 	It is these links with the 
past that constitute one of the great charms of Italy. 	This 
same costume we afterwards saw in the frescoes of Orvieto. The 
ruins of Ferento, partially excavated, are largely Roman, and 
are extremely interesting. 	The custodian, a desperately poor- 
looking cripple, tried to sell us skulls and marble fragments from 
the excavations. 

Another excursion from Viterbo is to the charming Villa 
Lante, designed by Vignola. Orvieto, situated on a mountain 
plateau, the cliffs of which serve in place of defensive walls, is 
approached by cable tramway. 	The cars run on three rails, 
except at the passing place, where the middle rail branches into 
two. 	The town has a melancholy and deserted appearance. 
The chief point of interest is the magnificent Italian Gothic 
Cathedral, with its great mosaic front and interesting frescoes. 
1 ne tower and Cathedral, both inside and out, are built in alter- 

[nate 
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nate black and white bands (basalt and limestone), a style much fol- 
lowed in medieval times in Central Italy. 	"I he padrone of our 
hotel has an interesting and lucrative hobby. " It appears that 
in Etruscan days the inhabitants were prohibited from throwing 
their rubbish over the cliffs, so the broken crocks, etc., found a 
resting-place in the wells. 	Whenever one of these old wells is 
discovered, our padrone purchases the contents, and has all the 
old crocks cleaned and deposited in his courtyard, and in his 
leisure (which appears to be considerable) sorts them out and pieces 
up the original vessels. 	In this way he has obtained some beau- 
tiful examples, which are much sought after by museums and 
collectors. 	He takes great pride in showing us his collection. 

The ancïént well in Orvieto, down which donkeys descend a 
spiral ramp, and ascend another, is also of interest. 	Our party 
were charmed with the fresh air, beautiful scenery, and pleasant 
walks of Orvieto, and our stay lengthened out several days longer 
than intended. 	The journey from Orvieto to Assisi involved 
a change of trains, and a long wait at Terantola, a place of little 
interest. 	You can trust your fachinno, or porter, to look after 
you in Italy. 	Give him a lira, and he takes you to your train, 
finds you a seat, makes room for your luggage, and, in our ex-
perience, is to be trusted. 

Assisi is approached by a drive of some three or four miles 
from the station across a dusty plain, and then a steep climb up 
to the rosy-pink city clinging like a swallows nest to the brown 
side of Mt. Subascio. The chief interest here is, of course, the 
connection with St. Francis. The great church—or, rather, 
churches (for there are two—one super-imposed upon the other)—
called after his name. The frescoes of the lower church, which 
recall one back, again and again, to their study, are the chief 
attraction to tourists ; but the rest of the town is well worth ex- 
ploring, and the surrounding country is most beautiful. 	We 
were amused hearing an American, who had just arrived, and 
"done" the churches, remark to his companion : "We can't get 
out of this place till to-morrow morning." 

A hot walk of about four miles by mule track (not possible 
for motors, thank heaven !) up the bare, glistening slopes of Mt. 
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Subascio, brings us to the hermitage of the Carceri, 2300 feet 

above sea-level. 	It was St. Francis of Assisi's hauit to retire 

here for.meditation and prayer. A small monastery was built on 

the edge of the ravine, and a small park enclosed. 	Alter the 

heat and fatigue of the climb it was delightful to rest in the 

shade. An aged brother drew cool water from the well, and 

provided refreshing wine for us as we sat on the parapet of the 

courtyard, enjoying the extensive view. 	The rock bed of St. 

Francis is shown, also many of his personal relics. 	There is 

a most charming modern statue in the park, under the tree, where 

St. Francis blessed the birds, of the saint and his leathered friends. 

We were sorry to leave Assisi, after a visit of a week; but Easter 

was approaching, and we had engaged to spend that season in 

Florence ; so, hiring a two-horsed carriage, we drove with all our 

luggage some sixteen miles across country to Perugia, the towers 

of which, directly in the line of the setting sun, had nightly beck-

oned us during our stay in Assisi. 
Perugia is a town of great interest, and most important to the 

student of painting, as only here can Umbrian art be properly 

studied. 	Built on the top and slopes of a hill, the views over 

the surrounding country are impressive. 	Those interested in 

architecture should look up the Oratorio of San Bernardino, a 
magnificent polychrome work, in which marble and terra cotta 

are employed ; to the right of the Oratorio is a desecrated church, 

used as an iron works. 	The forges, seen in the dim religious 

light and the smoke blackened walls are most picturesque. A 
young mechanic invited us in to see Grottos (Jottos) Frescos. It 
was evidently a standing joke of his, which he immensely enjoyed; 
but we were not quite so green, and we all laughed together. 

The youth of these hill-townsi of Italy have a pastime suited 
to their environment. Large discs of wood, about the sizes of 
a cheese, are bowled down the curving roads which climb the 
hills, and it is rather alarming to meet a flight of discs bounding 
down the slope. I tried my hand at throwing one, but it soon 

ended its course in the gutter. 
Florence at Easter is most interesting, not only the ceremonies 

[of 



Uravet dotes in Ytatg 
	

78 

of the town itself, but those in the surrounding district are quaint 
and beautiful, but would require an evening to themselves. 

Siena is an, interesting centre for a long visit. 	The climate 
is delightful, very different from Florence, which . so many find 
enervating. A town unspoilt by modern improvements despite 
the rail-less electric cars that traverse the narrow streets, often 
pulling right alongside the shop fronts to pass a pair of the mag-
nificent horned Tuscan draught oxen, harnessed to a wickerwork 
ox-waggon. The "were" wolf (a man in the form of a wolf) still 
haunts the streets at night, plunging into the Fountain of Fonte-
branda at the first streak of dawn, in the belief of the more ig- 
norant of the citizens. 	The visitor receives nothing but kindness 
from the fine-looking people. 	The soaring tower of the Pal. 
Pubblico, over 30o feet in height, one of the noblest in Italy, seen 
from one of the dark and narrow streets in the full flush of sunset 
will never be forgotten. Sodoma's picture of "The Scourging of 
Christ," in the Belle Arti, impressed me more, I think, than any 
picture I have seen. 	The simple technique and use of line in this 
fragment is masterly, and the finest thing in the Accademia col- 
lection. 

We rested some weeks in Via Reggio, an Italian watering-
place on the Ligurian Sea, and enjoyed sea-bathing and sand- 

baths. 	The sands are strongly impregnated with iodine, and 
so are recommended for rheumatism. At Via Reggio there is 
a prosperous ship-building business going on, most interesting to 
anyone connected with construction. 	The raw material for 
the ships is grown in the adjoining oak and pine forests ; the logs 
are carted to the docks, and there cut to timbers or planks by 
sawyers, cutting the curved timbers from natural grown trees, 
the top sawyer following one line, the bottom sawyer another, 
thus getting the proper shear. 	The pine planking is also sawn 
so as to follow the natural curves of the trees, and the curves 
all seem to come in somewhere in the construction. Of machin- 
ery there is little or none. 	Ropes, canvas, sails, boats, iron- 
work, are all being made near the same spot. The Via Reg-
gians are very proud of their ships, and well they may be, as they 
are beautiful specimens of naval architecture, sound and well 
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built. As they say if a seaman is drowned: "If Antonio had only 
sailed in one of our ships, he would not have been wrecked." 

From Via Reggio we visited the famous Carrara marble 
quarries. By the courtesy of the Marble Quarries Railway Co., a 
special carriage was attached to one of the trains leaving Car-
rara for the quarries, high on the mountains. 	The line as- 
cends by a series of zigzags, and fine views of the plains are ob-
tained as we rise higher and higher. Below us it looks as if 
the whole population of the Cararra valley had their washing 
out to dry ; but we are told by the courteous official who accom-
panies us that the white dots are blocks of marble waiting to 
be sawn into slabs. 	The sawing is largely done by water- 
power, and the mills line the mountain torrents. 	After ascend- 
ing some thousands of feet, the line enters a dark tunnel, and 
then we again emerge into daylight. What a change! Instead 
of the green squares of the cultivated plain, the white towns and 
villages, the distant blue Ligurian Sea, there is a mountain val- 
ley of dazzling whiteness. 	Large stacks of marble blocks line 
the railway, ready for transportation. The slopes and cliffs above 
us, as far as we can see, up to the vivid blue Italian sky, are 
covered with glistening white spalls and chippings of marble, down 
which, on rough skids, large blocks are being lowered by crowds 
of men with hempen ropes. The spoil from one quarry overflows 
another, and endless are the lawsuits in consequence, between 
the different owners. 	There is a proposal to erect overhead 
transporters, to convey the rubbish to the sea, there to be used 
in building a much-required breakwater. But want of co-opera-
tion between the quarry-owners has so far stood in the way of 
realisation. 	Leaving this station, still ascending, we pass 
through a long tunnel into another and higher valley, where the 
same scene is repeated. 	While our train of trucks is being 
loaded by overhead travellers, we are taken into a quarry in 
which a huge mass of stone has been blown down by powder, and 
is ready to be cut up into blocks. 	The good stone in the cliffs 
is in irregular masses, surrounded by disintegrated stone, which is 
worthless. 	This accounts for the huge accumulations of spalls 
and rubbish. 	Electric power is supplied from generating sta- 

tions 
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tions on the other side of the range, and a good deal of quarry- 
ing by wire cutting, with sharp sand, is done. 	Our stay in 
the valley is punctuated by warning blasts on horns, followed by 
heavy detonations, which reverberated from the cliffs. 	While 
the train is being loaded, we adjourn to a little inn, under the 
shelter of a projecting cliff ; it is pleasant to retire from the heat 
and glare into this humble hostelry, where biscuits and a sweet, 
fruity wine are served, while the padrone shows us his portrait by 
Sargent, who spent some weeks here, fascinated by the scene. 
The railway company convey over i000 tons per day to the 
coast, and there is also a large traffic by ox waggon from the 
valleys not served by the railway. 	The company's representa- 
tive told us that blocks of marble at present in Rome, conveyed 
there in ancient times, are far beyond the capacity of the railway 
to handle. It is not known how they were removed from the 
quarries ; but once on the sea beach, the sand was dug away 
round them, and in the dock thus formed a ship was built out-
side the block of stone, which was then floated to sea. The blocks 
were Imperial property, and the ships were labelled A.U.F., and 
could demand assistance from any other vessel encountered on 
the voyage. This has passed into a local proverb, A.U.F. mean-
ing " to get something for nothing." 

These notes have covered some of the places visited during 
our journeyings in this most delightful land, where we received 
nothing but kindness and courtesy from the people, and which we 
left with regret, and the hope to revisit again. 

Mr. R. J. Haddon (F.), in moving a vote of thanks, said it was 
a pity that Mr. Kernot had gone out to Mt. Dandenong ; for, in 
doing so, Melbourne had lost one of the best men he had ever 
known in the profession. 	Mr. Kernot possessed special gifts, 
and there were great possibilities in his work. 	It was, there- 
fore, a special pleasure to see him again. 	On the previous oc- 
casion of his visit to England, he showed them the sketches he 
had made during his travels, and these proved to be a source of 
instruction to the students. 	It was somewhat remarkable that 
during his recent trip, Mr. Kernot didn't see better modern work. 
It was possible that architects in Italy were not stimulated by 
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modern work, and that Mr. Kernot saw very little modern "stuff" 
that was any good. 

Mr. W. Lucas (F.), in seconding the vote, remarked that 
Mr. Kernot was a keen observer, who portrayed each interest-
ing quality of that which he saw, and it was a pleasure to have the 
matter of the paper put before them with such good taste. 

The vote having been carried by acclamation, Mr. Kernot, in 
reply, hoped he had not created any false impression in Mr. 
Haddon's mind. An architect in Rome, to be successful, had to 
be a really good man. Even in Florence there was some really 
fine work in the city. 	Modern work was passing into Italian 
practice. 	For instance, the old-fashioned shutter had been 
passed out, and the new buildings were of a cosmopolitan de-
scription, both in design and construction. 

After the meeting a social was held, at which refreshments 
were served. 

[Along 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

NEMY MEMBER.—By unanimous votes, both in 
the Council and in the general meeting of mem-
bers, the name of Franz Jaffe has been removed 
from the rank of Hon. Fellow upon the roll of 
membership of the Institute as that of enemy 

• ~— alien. If there is one thing the Institute has 
made up its mind upon, it is that it will have a roll purged of 
"cultured" enemies. 	We are evidently more British than the 
British Institute itself, for we noticed that a resolution in favour 
of the expulsion of "enemy" members, moved at the general meet-
ing in London, on January 4th, was lost, and an amendment in 
favour of their retention carried by a majority of I. 	The rea- 

sons given for this vote in London were somewhat curious, and 
we will simply enumerate them : Firstly, the general advance-
ment of Architecture implies the mutual recognition of those in-
terested or distinguished therein, and it was beneath the dignity 
of the Institute to strike off the names of members because our 
nation and theirs are unhappily at war. Secondly, the members 

being dealt with had no more to do with the war than mem-
bers of the Institute. Thirdly, some of them had been over to 
London and were "charming personalities." Fourthly, when the 
war was over there would be a reconstruction, and they should 
stand firm to the solidarity of those higher things, which would 
live and endure when the forms of nations would have come to an 
end. Fifthly, those members were practically hostages in the 
Institute's hands, to strike off their names would be cowardly, 
and would stultify any action in the future. 	Sixthly, those archi- 
tects "might" be endeavouring to preserve everything worth 
preserving ; and, Seventhly, the actions of a Government and of 

individuals should be differentiated. 	The three last reasons 
were given by Mr. W. R. Davidge, who is so well known in 
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Australia, and from whom something better might have been 
expected. 	Should we like to know what the Institutes at 
Berlin, Hamburg, and Vienna have done with the names of Brit-
ish architects upon their rolls, after this outburst of magnani-
mous treatment at the hands of the greatest Institute in the 
world? We can guess without much effort! 	May the Vic- 
torian Institute ever purge its roll of those who are amongst the 
enemies of the Empire, and may the Institute's heart never run 
away with its head! 

The sums paid into the Lord Mayor's Fund by the R.V.I.A. 
members who are contributing monthly to the Belgium Relief 
Fund, amount to X17  6/6 for March, and Di6 8/6 for April. 

The next General Meeting of members of the R.V.I.A. will 
be held on Tuesday, 29th June. It is probable that the pro-
gramme will be of a special nature, but arrangements are not 
yet matured. 

There ought to have been a better attendance of members at 
the smoke night and social held at the end of April, in honour 
of the visiting representatives from all the State Institutes in 
Australia. A vast amount of preparation had been made, but 
many of those who ought to have been present were not there. 
Some people evidently can only be moved by a charge of dyna- 
mite, a kindly invitation being of little use. 	Fortunately, those 
who were absent missed a good evening. 

The new additional room for the exclusive use of the Institute 
is nearing completion. The flooring is of Tasmanion hardwood, 
whilst the dado, about seven feet high, is also of hardwood, with 
"fiddleback" panels. 	It is in the fronts of the book cases, how- 
ever—which occupy three sides of the room—that the finest hard-
wood is shown, much of it being of exquisite beauty. The re-
arrangement of the books in these new library cases will be a 
somewhat lengthy process, because it is intended that the classi- 
fication shall be of the highest order. 	The portraits of the 
past presidents are "coming in," and will be hung on the wall 
spaces prepared for them. If we cannot equal the Library of the 
R.I.B.A., in London, in which room so many of our members have 
received a hearty welcome, we can, at any rate, provide for hang- 

fling 
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iiig photographs of the men who, for well-nigh sixty years, have 
given of their best in order to make the Institute what it is to-
day ; so that, when the present generation passes away, neither 
their names nor their works will be forgotten. 

The Victorian Artists' Society recently held its loth Annual 
Exhibition in the Rooms, Albert Street, East Melbourne. 	The 
exhibits were by well-known names, and the work generally 
was of a higher standard than was attained during the previous 
year, especially in portraiture. 	Australian landscape is indica- 
tive of a field which is peculiarly the property of the Australian 
artist, and in which he ought presently to excel. 	Applied Art 
was, in every case but one, the work of May Vale; whilst Sculp-
ture was represented by Douglas Richardson, Margaret Basker- 
ville, and J. R. Tranthim Fryer. 	A special and pleasing fea- 
ture of the Exhibition was that a large number of works of art 
were for sale in aid of the Belgium Relief Fund, which fact shows 
that even in these strenuous days, artists are prepared to do their 
share in making sacrifices; for the victims of the Huns. 

One result of "Art" Education.—Lady : " I don't like the 
colour of the penny postage stamps, so I always use twopenny 
stamps instead." 

Bandages will presently be in great demand for our returning 
wounded soldiers. Some of the builders of Melbourne have agreed 
to "look up" their old linen tracings, wash them, and send them 
to the military hospitals for bandages. 	Architects ought not to 
be a whit behind in this service of love. 	There must be large 
stacks of useless tracings in some offices, which, with little labour, 
can be turned into useful material for our wounded Australian 
boys. 	Since the above was in type we have received official in- 
timation from the Master Builders' Association that the tracings 
will be washed and thoroughly cleaned at the expense of the Asso- 
ciation. 	If the tracings are sent to the R.V.I.A. Rooms, 57 
Swanston St., they will be duly forwarded to the Builders' Asso-
ciation, thereby to assist the work of the Red Cross Society. 



THE TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM. 

HE Technological Museum, at the National Gallery 
was opened to the public on Monday, 17th May. 
The whole of the first floor of the Swanston St. 
block, till recently known as the Public Library, 
together with the galleries around the suite, is 
arranged for its new purpose. Every credit is 

due to the Trustees and the Curator, for making such a good 
display with objects which are as yet simply the nucleus of a 
more complete collection, whilst the war is in progress. Much 
of the success is due to the genius and enthusiasm of the Hon. 
George Swinburne, who is the Chairman of this Department of 
the National Gallery. 	This Architectural Court contains little 
beyond exhibits of materials, and, in a few cases, objects showing 
processes of manufacture. 	The Art side has yet to be devel- 
oped. 	It may be remembered that about to years ago, Mr. 
Percy Oakden read a paper at the Institute on "An Architec-
tural Museum." An outcome of the discussion was that the 
Institute made an appeal to the Trustees of the National Gallery 
for space (about 3o feet by 3o feet would have sufficed) in which 
to house an architectural collection, which the Institute would 
readily have provided. 	Not a square foot of space, however, 
could then be spared, and the effort about to be made, spent itself. 
Recently, however, the Council of the Institute has elaborated a 
scheme for the architectural collection of the new proposal which, 
we think, was published in the Proceedings, some time ago, and 
is included in the comprehensive report furnished by the Tech-
nological Committee, by whose efforts the Museum has recently 
been reconstructed. 	It must be remembered that many years 
ago there was a Technological Museum, which gradually, how-
ever, declined, because the Trustees personally leaned too much 
to "Literature" on the one hand and "Art" on the other. Be-
tween these two "schools," the "Science" side fell off, and the 
collections were dispersed. 	Perhaps this was not altogether to 
be regretted, as the collections were getting a bit out of date. 

[The 
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The chance of a lifetime is now presented, to make the new mu-
seum the best of its kind in classification and arrangement, so 
that it may prove of great educational value, as well as of prac- 
tical use to the man earning his daily bread. 	As an illustra- 
tion, take the building stones, either quarried or used in the State 
of Victoria. Specimens of the better known stones have re-
cently been prepared, to a uniform size, with their faces worked 
and finished in different manners, punched, basted, rubbed ; whilst 
others are polished. 	If an architect so chooses, he can insert a 
description in his specifications, to the effect that the stone he 
specifies must be equal to the sample in the Museum, and fin-
ished to the requisite face. 

There are in existence models and other exhibits belonging 
-to the Public Works Department, which years ago, for want of 
space, were, loaned to the Exhibition Trustees, and are now housed 
in the Aquarium. 	One of the most valuable of these exhibits 
is the model of Parliament House, Melbourne. This and others 
of less value should certainly be removed to the new Museum, be-
cause where they are they are of no educational value what- 
ever. 	Surely, also, in our architects' offices there are models 
and works of art which ought to be sent to the Museum. Some 
may be of historic interest, whilst others are of practical use. 
There is room for both these classifications, for the present. 	For 
exhibits we have previously made appeals, but without much suc- 
cess. 	Now, however, that the Museum has been opened, we 
trust that architects and others interested will pay it a visit, re-
membering that although it is under the control of the Trustees, 
it has been reconstituted upon the plea of the R.V.I.A. and 
other expert bodies, whose recommendations have been adopted 
by the Trustees, with the concrete results shown by the collec-
tions. If the subject of the Museum were to be brought up 
some evening at the Institute meeting, much good would probably 
ensue, and ere long the collections might be so enriched that the 
R.V.I.A. would not be ashamed to have its name unmistakably 
linked with the Museum, either on its Art or Science side. 



THE LATE GERARD WIGHT. 
(Past President, R.V.I.A.) 

E deeply regret to report the death of Mr. Gerard 
Wight, who for many years was a Fellow of the 
R.V.I.A. A Victorian by birth, he was born in 
í86o; educated in Melbourne, and in 1886 took his 
degree as M.C.E., in the Melbourne University. 
Prior to taking his degree, he was engaged 

in survey work on the railway line to Ballarat via Bacchus 
Marsh, under Mr. Cussen (now Judge Cussen), and was after-
wards articled to Messrs. Smith and Johnson, the well-known 
architects, of Melbourne. 	In 1885 he won first prize for the de- 
sign for the Merri Creek Bridge, which was afterwards built under 
his supervision. 	For some years he was in partnership with 
Mr. Wm. Lucas (F.), architect, carrying on business under the 
name of Wight and Lucas. In the year 1891 he went to Europe 
with his late principal, Mr. Johnson (who became, subsequently, 
the President of the Institute), and, together, they spent some 
time visiting the numerous architectural works, especially those of 
Italy. After the land boom had burst in Victoria, there was very 
little architectural work, and Mr. Wight became interested in min- 
ing undertakings, both in Western Australia and Victoria. 	In 
1898, when building had resumed its normal condition, he re-
sumed his practice as architect in Melbourne, and for some time 
Mr. Wm. Pestell was in partnership with him. Mr. Wight's last 
important work was the Geelong Church of England Grammar 
School, for which he and Mr. Phillip Hudson (A.), had gained the 
first prize in a public competition, and the work just completed 
was carried out under their joint supervision: For many years 
Mr. Wight held a seat on the Council of the Royal Victorian 
Institute of Architects, and in 1912 he was elected President. 	In 
conjunction with Messrs. Henderson and Little, he also repre-
sented the Institute upon the Faculty of Engineering at the Mel- 
bourne University. 	As he had been unwell, however, for the 
past year, he had given little time to the practice of his profession, 
and died suddenly on the 8th of May, at his residence, Church 
St., Hawthorn. He was unmarried. To his brothers and sis-
ter, the Council has by resolution extended its sympathy in their 
loss of a faithful brother. 

[Victorian 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

I,THOUGH there are not large attendances at the 
meetings, owing to the unsettled conditions of af-
fairs, the Society is still keeping to its sylllabus. 
On March 23rd Mr. V. B. Trapp gave an ad-
dress on "Australian i imbers." A more interest- 
ing and appropriate subject to students could not 

have been better treated than by Mr. Trapp, who showed how little 
the people of Australia knew or appreciated the value of our na-
tive timbers. We imported foreign timber when local material 
would suit our requirements. While practically no provision was 
being made in Australia for future supplies, America was plant- 
ing some millions of Australian trees annually. 	The lecture 
proved most valuable, as well as interesting to the members. • A 
further opportunity of gaining an insight into the timber in-
dustry was kindly offered the Society by Mr. Trapp, who for-
warded an invitation from Messrs. Sturrock to visit their veneer-
ing works. The invitation was willingly accepted, and full ad-
vantage was taken of it. 

The lecture for April was given by Mr. A. T. Danks. Mr. 
Danks, in his varied travels, with forethought and careful atten- 
tion to every detail, has recorded with camera and notebook some 
excellent and varied subjects of interest. 	It was the privilege 
of the members of our Society to be the attentive listeners to his 
chatty lecture on "A Trip Through Europe," amplified, as it was, 
with many instructive lantern views. 

At the last general meeting-May 18th—we were favoured by 
an address by Mr. Taubert, of the Vacuum Oil Co., on "Petro-
leum and Its Properties," in the course of which he explained 
the varieties of crude natural oils, and how and from whence they 
were obtained, and the many processes of breaking them down 
into their refined and commercial usefulness. He also commen-
ted at length on the by-products obtained, and detailed their most 
valued uses. Mr. Taubert illustrated by experimental and chemi-
cal analysis the use of the higher efficiency obtained, both by 
chemical combination and distillation, as well as demonstrating 
their several explosive values. 	Here, again, we were afforded 
an insight into a universal commercial material—which, though 
we were familiar with it, we knew very little either of its nature 
or properties. The members thoroughly appreciated Mr. Tau- 
bert's lecture, and the trouble which he took in order to provide 
the experiments. 

EDWIN BASTINGS, Hon. Sec. 
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REPORTS AND JOURNALS RECEIVED FROM KINDRED 
INSTITUTES WITH THANKS. 

"Journal of R.I.B.A.," Vol. XXII. ; Third Series; Second 
Quarterly Part. 

"The Town Planning Review," Vol. V. ; No. 4; January, 
1915. 

"Journal of American Institute of Architects," Vol. II. ; June 
14. 

"Architectural Association Journal," January, February, and 
March, 1915. 

The "Salon," Sydney, Aprii, May, 1915. 
"Annali Della Gazette Hebdomada,ire D'Information Con-

sacree A L'Architecture et Aux Qui s'y Rapportent," Nos. 1 to 6, 
1915. 

"L'Architettura Italiana," January, February, March, and 
April, 1915. 

REVIEW OF BOOKS AND MAGAZINES. 

"Journal of the R.I.B.A. (Vol. XXII; Second Quarterly Part). 
—The work of the late John Belcher, R.A., is further sympatheti-
cally reviewed by J. J. Joass (F.), who was his associate in his 
practice for many years. 	The later works, and, what is more, 
the charming personality of the man, are dealt with. Much fur-
ther information and comments are imparted in the subsequent 
discussion of Mr. Joass's paper at the Institute. 

"Varallo and Its Imitations," a paper read before the Institute 
by F. C. Eden, M.A., deals with the district south of Monte 
Rosa and the Simplon, and the rich, interesting buildings known 
as sanctuaries, many of which are well illustrated. 

"Architectural Sculpture in Spain," by A. N. Prentice (F.), 
is the title of another paper read at the Institute. 	The two sis- 
ter Arts„ it is urged, find in Spain the happy intermingling con-
ducive to more profitable study than elsewhere in Europe. The 
illustrations show a wealth of sculpture to which we in Victoria 
are almost strangers. 

"English Church Monuments," is a paper by James Wil-
liams, upon an inexhaustible subject, in which the best works are 
described in successive centuries, the latest period dealing with 
the Renaissance. 
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"Vitruvius Transatlanticus," by Paul Waterhouse, M.A. (F.), 
is an article which ably deals with Mr. Goodyear and his cur- 
vatures, in the author's characteristic style. 	We opine, how- 
ever, that the American champion of "refinements" will find plenty 
more buildings which appear to support his theories. 

"The Builder" (March 26th) contains some beautiful illustra-
tions of "Magpie" work, and a valuable paper on "Wind Pres-
sure," by R. Graham Keevill, read before the Concrete institute, 
together with the Architectural Schools Section.—(April 2nd) : 
The well-known Church of St. Vedas, Fosterlane, by Wren, is 
amply illustrated, and should prove interesting to the student of 
classical churches.—(April 9) : King's College Hospital, London, 
by W. A. Pitt, F.R.I.B.A., is well illustrated, and shows the latest 
of large hospital construction and planning. 	This number con- 

tains the Civic Design Section. 

"The Building News " (April 2nd) has a series of fine photo-
graphs of English Norman drawings, which are full of life and 
vigour.—In the issue of April i6th a valuable paper on Artificial 
Illumination in Relation to Architectural Effects, by S. D. Chal-
mers, M.A., Head of the Dept. of Technical Optics, Northamp-
ton Institute, will well repay perusal. 

"The Architect " (March i9th) contains a further selection 
of fine pencil sketches of Belgian buildings, by H. A. Matear, 
F.R.I.B.A., and a paper on " The Lateral Pressure and Resis-
tance, and the Supporting Power of Clay," by A. L. Bell, M.I.C.E. 
"Village Churches Around Ypres," by John J. Randolph, well 
illustrates a number of buildings, many of which, we fear, are now 
no more. 	A. paper on " Brick Buildings," by H. M. Fletcher, 
F.R.I.B.A., is of interest to Melbourne architects, who have so 
little local stone at disposal.—April 16th issue continues the illus-
trations of the Wooden Churches of the Silesian-Polish Frontier. 
Some of the churches are surrounded by verandahs, which would 
furnish a sensible arrangement for the hotter districts in Aus- 

tralia. 
"The Salon" for April contains "The Ideals in Architecture," 

being the annual address by the President, Mr. A. W. Anderson, 
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before the Institute of Architects of N.S.W. ; an article on "Do.. 
mestic Sanitation ;" and "Impressions of England," for students, 
by H. J. Brownlee, A.R.I. B.A.—The issue for May contains a 
leading article on "St. Sophia, Constantinople," with a fine series 
of illustrations. Mr. C. C. Reade contributes a paper on "Cheap 
Cottages for Australia." More verandahs are required to the 
cottages illustrated in the text, if they are to be built in Australia ; 
whilst "Current Architecture" is shown in Robertson and Mark's 
work at the Tattersalls Club, Sydney. 

"Building" for May is full of virility. 	Col. Taylor writes 
with a heart full of fighting blood, whilst his wife (Florence M. 
Taylor) deals specially with the Home Section and "The Soul of 
Things." 	Mr. Clements Langford's paper on "Industrial Effi- 
ciency," read at the Brisbane Conference of Master Builders, is 
worth reading. 

"The Journal of the American Institute of Architects" for 
February treats at length with the American Academy in Rome, 
by C. Grant La Farge. Ancient and Modern Work (the latter in 
the Academy's premises) are dealt with, and student life de-
scribed. 

"Life."—In the May issue Dr. Fitchett deals with Germany, 
in his trenchant style ; and the articles dealing with the war are 
written and illustrated in order that an intelligent _ view may be 
obtained of the conditions under which fighting takes place. 
The "Romance of Kerosene," in the June number, is particularly 
interesting. 

"Everylady's Journal" for May shows that the testimony 
from high officers at the front makes it clear that in personality, 
as well as in training, the Australian nurse is above the average. 
Fortunately, she excels, not alone on the field of war, but under 
the less romantic conditions of Australian bush life, as shown in 
most interesting articles, in which humour and sorrow balance 
the story, which is well illustrated. Miss Card is the auth }r of 
a new scheme for helping the Belgians, and has designed a d'oyley 
in semi-Irish crochet work, with an Australian motif, which is 
shown in a photographic illustration. 
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