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"BUILD NOW AND SAVE MONEY." 

HE closing paragraph of the Presidential Address at 
the Annual Meeting (reported in this issue) has 
called forth from the public many opinions in favour 
of and against the views there expressed. 	The 
keynote of this portion of the address was that, if 

work be carried out at the present time, it would be done at a saving 
of cost to the owner, and would also reduce the unemployment, which 
unfortunately is now too prevalent amongst the workers. 

The President did not see why what was termed "the existing 
paralysis" should continue to affect the building trades to the extent 
to which it evidently has affected them. 

We are of opinion that there are two principal causes which, 
either separately or jointly, have brought about the existing condi- 
tions. 	The first is financial stringency, whilst the second may 
be described in short as "funk." The former cause was by far the more 
important. 	A state of war generally brings about a forced circu- 
lation of money, which, however, is spent not in the production of 
that which enriches a country, but in the production of materials 
necessary for the war. As this expenditure must be met, the money 
which would be used under normal conditions to develop the re- 
sources of a country, is greatly reduced in circulation. 	The 
building trades—so far as projected work is concerned—are amongst 
the first to suffer. 	'Where the erection of a new building has been 
financed, or where the building has been actually commenced, the 
work is most likely to be pushed on with; but where it has not been 
financed at the time of the breaking out of war, there is likely 
to be a hitch, and the job—to use a common expression—is "stuck 
up." 	In his speech, the President of the Institute urged that, even 

[if 
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if some of the larger works could not be proceeded with, there were 
other and smaller works, for which there was urgent need, and 
these might be gone on with. 	In addition, there are very many 
buildings which stand in urgent need of extension or repairing. 
These works might be executed, absorbing a large amount of the 
surplus labour with which the market is now congested. It is the 
owners of these existing buildings to whom the appeal is made. 

From the commencement of the war the policy of the "Proceed- 
ings" has been "business as usual during the war." 	With pros- 
perity smiling upon an industrious community, our soldiers in the 
field, and our sailors on the sea, will fight all the better, because 
of the "silver bullets" being made in the field of industry. When 
war first broke out, bankers were loth to advance money on almost 
any security, however good it might have seemed. Since, however, 
the British Government lent a vast sum to the Commonwealth 
Government, the market has been made much easier, and advances are 
now being made almost under normal conditions. 

The second cause of the existing conditions we have described 
as "funk." We are afraid that no argument we can advance will 
affect the minds of those suffering from this complaint. Timorous 
souls "don't know what things are coming to," but, naturally, they 
see the worst side of everything—which, of course, "is going to the 
dogs." That these people should do anything to avert this awful 
disaster of unemployment is the very last thought to enter their heads. 

Another but quite distinct factor—since fighting begun—to in- 
tensify the depression, has been the drought. 	The south-eastern 
portion of Australia has more or less suffered from drought con- 
ditions. 	That the rainfall will fail throughout a season in Aus- 
tralia now and again is a recognised fact, and the sensible portion 
of the community takes care, by adopting some system of irrigation, 
to forestall the bad season. 	It is gratifying that a "bad" season 
is usually followed by a "good" one. Most of us remember that 
the awful drought conditions of Victoria in 1902 were followed by 
the record harvest of 1903. We trust this may be case with the 
harvest during the coming season. Australia is a strong and rich 
country, which need not be discouraged with a bad season now and 
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again. 	Our trade is on a good and sound basis, failures are few, 
and credit is good, whilst the vast sums (viz., £81,246,890) to the 
credit of the depositors in the Victorian State Savings Bank is evidence 
of general prosperity. Since 30th June last the amount at the credit of 
depositors has increased by £1,557,092. 	We are of opinion, there- 
fore, that now is the time to build, and our own experience strengthens 
us in that view. It is not that materials—as a whole—are cheaper 
than they were when war broke out. Some of the essential materials 
are certainly dearer. 	Cement, to wit, has "gone up" con- 
siderably, whilst bricks have come down 5/- per 1,000. 
Oregon has advanced 6d. per too ft., whilst hardwood has declined 
6d. per too ft. Jarrah remains stationary. 	Paint and glass have 
advanced. Bar iron—colonial and imported—remains at the same 
figure, whilst galvanised roofing iron has advanced in price. 	It is, 
however, in the field of labour that the "saving" comes in. Labour 
is plentiful, and an employee knows full well just now that he has 
to earn his day's wage or he is quickly discharged. Labour troubles, 
it is suggested, would soon re-appear if trade becomes normal. Trade, 
however, will require a very great stimulus before it reaches any- 
thing like normal conditions. 	In the meantime, we venture of 
prophesy that, at any rate for the immediate future, labour troubles 
—should they occur—will receive short shrift at the bar of public 
opinion. Since the war began we have seen men working on build-
ings with which we have been connected—and doubtless other archi-
tects can state similar experiences—at a rate which a year or so ago 
no workman would have dared to work at. 

We know, further, that where tenders were called for work 
before the war commenced, and such work was subsequently "hung 
up," the contractors are now perfectly willing to carry out the work 
at the figures they then submitted. 	If fresh tenders were called for, 
the works we are now referring to, building owners would stand a 
good chance of saving. So we say, "Build now and save money." 

[Annual Meeting 



ANNUAL MEETING. 

HE Annual Meeting, held on Tuesday, 23rd 
February, was the occasion for a large gathering 
of members. At 8 o'clock the President (Mr. 
H. W. Tompkins) took the chair, and business 
proceeded swiftly throughout the evening. The 
minutes of the two previous meetings (previously 
issued in the "Proceedings") were taken as read, 

and duly confirmed. 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from Mr. Kingsley 

Henderson (A.), and Mr. William Lucas (F.), the latter having 
arrived from South Africa on the previous day. 

University of Melbourne Extension Competition.—Letters of 

congratulation upon the success which had attended the endeavours 
of the R.V.I.A. were received from the Institutes of Architects of 
New South Wales, South Australia, West Australia, and Tasmania. 
(The results are detailed elsewhere in this issue.) 

Nomination.– —George Dawson Garvin, Architect, of Bendigo, 
was nominated for candidature as Associate; his papers had been 
examined by the Council and endorsed "Recommended for ballot." 

R.V.I.A. Competitions, 1914. —The President reported that, in 
the Silver Medal subject, "A Scheme for Re-building Artisans' Dwel- 
lings in Richmond," no drawings had been received. 	In the 
Bronze Medal subjects, "The Facade of the Registrar's Office, St. 
Paul's Cathedral, Melbourne," along with a portion of mosaic in the 
floor of this cathedral, four sets of drawings had been dealt with 
by the judges, Messrs. Herbert Black (F.), A.R.I.B.A., and Philip 
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B. Hudson (A.) , who had awarded first prize (Medal) to Sydney 
J. Duckmanton, who had gained 77 per cent. of the total marks; 
whilst the second prize, of £2 2s., donated by Mr. W. A. M. Blackett 
(V.P.), had been awarded to J. W. Wright, who had won 74 per 
cent. of the total marks. In the Sketching Competition, the subject 
for which was the Circular Garden House in the Fitzroy Gardens, 
Melbourne, three sketches had been received. The judges, Messrs. 
W. M. Campbell (F.) and John S. Gawler (A.) , had awarded 
the first prize, of £2 2S., which was donated by Mr. E. A. Bates 
(V.P.), to John Firth, and the second prize, of 1os. 6d., to W. W. 
Keys. 	The President then distributed the prizes and certificates 
to the winners in the respective subjects, congratulated them on their 
efforts, and hoped there would be a better response to the competitions 
next year. (Elsewhere in this issue we illustrate Mr. Duckmanton's 
work.) 

Invitation to Visit Mount Lyell.—The President reported that 
the Council of the Australasian Institute of Mining Engineers had 
invited members of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects to 
accompany their Institute in a visit to Mount Lyell. The party 
would leave Melbourne on Friday, 5th March, returning to Mel-
bourne on Sunday, i 4th March. Any member who could accept 
the invitation was requested to notify the Hon. Secretary of the 
R.V.I.A. at once, so that satisfactory arrangements could be made. 

The Annual Report of the Council for 1914 was read by the 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. J. Little (F.) , who moved its reception and 
adoption. This was seconded by Mr. Anketell Henderson (F.) and 
carried. 	Both speakers referred to the constant service of the 
President, Mr. H. W. Tompkins, and the Vice-Presidents, Messrs. 
Bates and Blackett, throughout the year, and a hearty vote of thanks 
in appreciation of their services was carried unanimously. Mr. Had-
don referred to the work of the Council during the year. Members 
of the Council were all busy men, and the time they had given to 
Institute affairs was evidently very great. He singled out the work 
done by Mr. W. M. Campbell, who, he said, had shown marked 
ability in all that he had undertaken in assisting the Hon. Secretary. 
Messrs. Tompkins, Bates, and Campbell then expressed thanks for 
the appreciation of their labours. 
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The Financial Statement and Balance-sheet were presented by 
the Hon. Treasurer, 1VIr. W. NI. Campbell (F.) . 	After recep- 
tion their adoption was moved by Mr. A. S. Eggleston (A.), seconded 
by the President, and adopted. 

The Report of the Library and Social Committee, presented by 
Mr. W. M. Campbell (F.) , after reception, its adoption was moved 
by Mr. E. A. Bates (V.P.) , and seconded by Mr. W. A. M. 
Blackett (V.P.), and carried. 

The report of the "Proceedings" was read by the Editor, Mr. 
John Little (F.) . Its adoption was moved by Mr. Anketell Hen-
derson (F.), seconded by Mr. E. A. Bates (V.P.), and carried. 

The Technological Museum. —Mr. John Little (F.) called at-
tention to the re-instatement of this museum at the National Gallery. 
Although he had reminded members of the enthusiasm with which 
they had adopted the proposal, yet the response had not been great. 
He was still hopeful that the Institute would be able to accomplish 
great things in the direction of equipping an Architectural Court 
worthy of the Institute and the State. 	After considerable discus- 
sion, it was recommended that the Council should interview the 
Minister of Public Works, or arrange a deputation to meet him, 
in order to obtain consent for some of the drawings of models of 
public buildings (amongst which were the models of the Houses of 
Parliament) to be included amongst the exhibits in the museum. 

Election of Office-Bearers for 1915-6.---The President then read 
out the list of names of office-bearers for the ensuing year, and, as 
there was no opposition, declared the candidates in each case duly 
elected. 

President, H. W. Tompkins ; Vice-Presidents, E. A. Bates, W. 
A. M. Blackett; Hon. Treasurer, W. M. Campbell; Hon. Secretary, 
John Little; Hon. Assistant Secretary, W. M. Campbell; Council, 
W. S. P. Godfrey, Anketell Henderson, Percy Oakden, James S. 
Watts, Sydney H. Wilson; Associate Member, Alec. S. Eggleston. 

Belgium Relief Fund. —The awful condition into which the 
Belgium people had fallen by the ravages of a cruel war was dwelt 
upon by the President, who stated that it was the duty of each 
member of the Institute to mitigate, to some small extent, the 
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starvation being endured by the whole of the Belgium people. 
Whatever might be the slackness of work in the building trades in 
Australia consequent upon the tightness of the money market, every 
member of the Institute could help to keep someone in Belgium from 
suffering the pangs of hunger. Mr. Anketell Henderson had sug-
gested to him that evening that members should each subscribe a 
certain sum per month until the need should cease. An organised 
effort in this direction would bring in a considerable sum of money 
at the beginning of each month, and the amounts thus collected could 
be forwarded to the Lord Mayor's Belgium Relief Fund. 	He 
was glad to say about a dozen members had given in their names 
as subscribers (mostly for Li per month), and the Hon. Secretary 
would be glad to do all the work in connection with this organised 
effort of the Institute in doing their duty to the brave Belgium 
people. 

The President (Mr. H. W. Tompkins) then delivered the 
Presidential address of which the following is an abstract 

[President's Address 



PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

FULLY appreciate the honour of again being elected 
President of the R.V.I.A. for the ensuing year. 	You 
will observe that the report of the Council is so com-
plete that very little remains for me to say upon the 
work which the Institute has attempted. Some twelve 
months ago I declared the policy of the Institute in re-
gard to Registration, Uniformity of Building Regula- 
tions, and several other important matters. 	It is a 
great disappointment to me that all these matters have 

not been carried to a successful issue; but, although definite results 
may not have been attained, a very large amount of valuable work 
has been done, which, I believe, will enable us to realise some of 
our objects during the next twelve months. 

The report submitted is most complete, and gives some idea 
of the large amount of time the Council has devoted to the affairs 
of the Institute. 

I would, in passing, merely allude to the subject of Registration, 
and the Registration Bill drafted by the Council has met with uni- 
versal approval. 	We hope to get the Bill through Parliament 
this year, so that its provisions may be put into operation as early as 
possible. 

Building Regulations. —Uniformity of Building Regulations is 
a most difficult problem to deal with. As you are aware, a circular 
letter was sent by the Institute to all metropolitan councils, pointing 
out the absolute necessity of uniformity, both of regulations and of 
their administration. 	As a result, a deputation from some of the 
suburban municipal councils, at which Mr. Bates and I attended, 
waited on the Minister of Public Works to urge him to take im- 
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mediate action in the matter, but the differences of opinion ex-
pressed by members of the deputation were so great that we were 
led to the conclusion that it was absolutely impossible to get any 
agreement between the several municipalities, and that it would be 
a waste of time to proceed any further in that direction for the 
present. 

The Melbourne Building Regulations have been completed for 
a considerable time, and they are now ready for adoption by the 
City Council. 	I understand they are now being leisurely con- 
sidered by some members of the legal profession. 	During the last 
eight years an enormous amount of time has been spent on these 
Regulations by the City Architect, the Building Referees, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Chamber of Manufactures, the Victorian 
Institute of Engineers, and successive Councils and Committees of 
this Institute, and other bodies. 	Every clause has been keenly 
debated and subjected to the scrutiny of a Parliamentary Committee. 
No regulations are perfect, or will meet all cases, but sufficient lati-
tude will be given to meet exceptional cases, so that there is no 
excuse for further delay. 	If the Regulations are adopted without 
mutilation, they should be made compulsory on all municipalities 
under the Greater Melbourne Bill, which Bill, we understand, is to 
be again introduced into Parliament in an amended form. 	I am 
afraid the public does not realise how necessary a Greater Mel-
bourne Bill is, and that, unless great care is exercised, it will again 
be blocked by small-minded local bodies. 

Institute Matters.--The position of the Institute is most satis-
factory, and its status has never been higher. We have been con-
sulted by the Government and other important bodies, and in each 
instance our advice has been adopted. 	All qualified architects prac- 
tising in Victoria, with one or two exceptions, are now members of our 
Institute. 

The relations between the State Institutes are also most satis-
factory. 	The Conference of the six State Presidents, which was 
held in Melbourne last June, concerning the Federal Parliament 
House Competition, followed by the Conference subsequently held 
in Sydney in November, which met to consider the advisability of 

[forming 
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forming an Australian Institute, were both productive of most grati-
fying results in the direction of federation of the Institutes. 

The first half of last year was most prosperous to architects, 
builders, and the thousands who are benefitted, directly or indirectly, 
by the building trade. 	Practically all architects had a very large 
amount of work in hand, and plans were in preparation for very 
much more work, and the year promised to establish a record in the 
building trade. The declaration of war, however, had a paralysing 
effect; instantly all work not actually commenced or financed was 
stopped, and a very large number of men are consequently thrown 
out of employment. I do not see why this paralysis should continue 
to affect the building trades to the extent which it has affected the 
building trades, but there are still a number of opportunities to in-
vest money in buildings to advantages, as a number of business firms 
and others still require alterations to provide for increased accom-
modation. I would remind owners that, by putting work in hand 
at the present time, they will relieve a large amount of distress and 
save from 15 per cent. to 20 per cent. on the cost of construction. 
As architects, we have no reason to be pessimistic. War or no war, 
immediately a good season is assured, there will be a decided im-
provement in the building trades, which will certainly be followed 
by a building boom upon the proclamation of peace. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 1914-15 

The Council. 

URING the year the Council has held 22 meetings 
(12 monthly and so special), with a general aver-
age attendance of 7.4. The following are the at-
tendances of members:—H. W. Tompkins (P.) , 
2I ; E. A. Bates (V.P.), 21;  W. A. M. Blackett 

(V.P.) , 12; W. M. Campbell (Hon. Treas.) , 21 ; John Little 
(Hon. Sec.) , 22; J. S. Watts (Hon. Asst. Sec.) , 18;  I. G. Beaver 
(Council), 3; W. S. P. Godfrey (Council), 13; A. Henderson 
(Council), 13; Percy Oak den (Council), 5; G. Wight (Council), 
3; A. S. Eggleston (Assoc. Member), 13. 	Mr. I. G. Beaver re- 
signed his seat on the Council some time ago, whilst Messrs. Percy 
Oakden and Gerard Wight have been absent on account of ill-health. 

In addition the Emergency Committee has held 16 meetings, 
with the following record of attendance:—H. W. Tompkins, 14; E. 
A. Bates, Io; W. A. M. Blackett, 8; John Little, 15; Anketell Hen-
derson, Io; Percy Oakden. io. 

The Board of Examiners has also held several meetings, the at-
tendances at which are not included in the above return. 

At the Inter-State Conference of Architects, held in Melbourne 
last year, our President (Mr. H. W. Tompkins) represented this 
Institute during I2 sittings. 

At the Inter-State Conference, in Sydney in November, Messrs. 
Tompkins and Bates represented the Institute at all the sittings. 

In connection with Conferences upon the Building Regulations 
and other matters concerning the Institute, Mr. Tompkins has at-
tended 25 meetings and Mr. Bates 20. 

In addition to the above, on 22nd April, most of the members 
of Council were present at a Conference with representatives of the 
Builders' Association. 

[Attendance 
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Attendance on the Joint Rooms Committee, Technological 
Museum Committee, Technical Schools Conferences, British Associa-
tion Reception Committee meetings, and activities in many other 
directions constitute a record list for recent years. 

Membership.— —The membership in all classes is as follows:— 
Fellows, 72 (an increase of 6); Hon. Fellows, 3; Associates, 55 (a 
decrease of 5.) 	There are 16 Students, a decrease of 9 upon last 
year's return, which is caused by Students as a whole throwing all 
their energies into the active work of the Victorian Architectural 
Students' Society, a body directly under the wing of the Institute. 
During the year 5  late members (1 Fellow and 4 Associates) have 
been removed from the roll of membership as defaulters. 

Obituary. —A few weeks ago the oldest member of the Institute 
(Mr. Thomas Watts, Fellow) was removed by death in his 89th 
year. 	Mr. Watts was one of the founders of the Institute of 
Architects in 1856, and occupied the Presidential Chair of the In- 
stitute a few years ago, before retiring from active practice. 	A 
notice of his work will appear in the March issue of the "Journal of 
Proceedings." 

Roll of Honour —The following members and students of the 
Institute and the Victorian Architectural Students' Society, have 
entered upon active military service for the Empire :—L. F. Finning 
(A.), Arthur S. Williams (A.), H. Affleck, G. Alec. Beech, L. B. 
Carr, R. V. Cutler, I. C. Dimond, L. H. Earp, J. Fulton, T. C. 
Inches, A. W. Keown, F. C. Noakes, S. T. Parkes, H. L. Peck, 
T. C. Sales, K. K. Turner. 

PUBLIC WORK. 
The work accomplished during the year has been of a varied 

character, and has necessitated the constant attention of your Council, 
whilst urgent matters, as is customary, have been dealt with by the 
Emergency Committee, which usually meets at very short notice. 

Registration of Architects has been one of the most important 
subjects dealt with. 	During the last two or three years your 
Council has obtained from all portions of the Empire and America 
copies of Registration Bills or Acts in force, in order to be abreast 
with the various British and its allied Institutes, together with the 
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American Institutes, in this important matter. 	Your Council has 
prepared a draft Bill for presentation to Parliament, which, after 
perusal by the solicitor of the Institute (Mr. J. C. Stewart) , re-
ceived approval of members, with an instruction to take the neces- 
sary steps to introduce the Bill before Parliament. 	The Bill has 
been printed, and is widely circulated. 	Before presentation to 
Parliament it is the intention of your Council to enlist the active 
support of the public bodies, which are thoroughly alive to the need 
of Registration of Architects. 	They, as representing the public, 
recognise that in architecture, as in nearly all the other professions, the 
incompetent or the dishonest should not be allowed to impose upon 
the public by "practising" architecture. 	In the Dominion of New 
Zealand "Registration" is enacted, and, from reports constantly to 
hand, the New Zealand Act works well in operation. 

The various State Institutes are, in almost every case, promoting 
Registration Bills, and it may be pertinently asked why a Federal 
measure is not proposed. The sole reason is that, under the Federal 
constitution, no powers are provided under which Registration of 
Architects may be effected. 	There is, therefore, no alternative to 
the action the Australian State Institutes are compelled to take. 
Your Council hopes that its successors may be able to make a forward 
public movement during the coming Parliamentary session, and 
thereby ensure the safety of the public and improve the status of the 
profession. 

Building Regulations have, during the year, absorbed a large 
amount of attention. The new Building Regulations for the City 
of Melbourne at the present time are in the care of the municipal 
authorities, and will—probably some time—receive the assent of the 
City Council. The unification of the Building Regulations for the 
metropolitan municipalities outside the City of Melbourne is a sub- 
ject upon which much time has been spent. Why there should be 
a score of different Building Regulations in force around the City 
of Melbourne clearly shows that unification of the building code is 
an absolute necessity for those who are called upon to deal with 
buildings in the several districts. 	Suburban regulations, we con- 
tend, should contain provisions for safety of life, and also for sound 

[c onstruction 
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construction, especially in the larger type of buildings which are 
now being erected in the principal streets, in exactly the measure 
provided for buildings in the City of Melbourne itself. 	Your 
Council has repeatedly called attention to the dangers now existing, 
and, in response to the request of the Institute, many of the principal 
municipal councils interested have expressed views favourable to the 
unification of the Building Regulations. 

The Subject of Town Planning has engaged, to some consider-
able extent, the time of your officers in organising special lectures 
upon "Town Planning in Practice" and "The Garden City Move-
ment," which were delivered by Messrs. Davidge and Reade, of the 
Australasian Town Planning Tour. 	It is hoped that, by these 
and other lectures which these experts have delivered in Victoria, 
there may be a wide-spread reform, especially in the system of laying 
out sites in new districts or sites contiguous to existing centres of 
population. 	The Institute has passed a resolution in favour of the 
municipalities having greater control of town planning under the 
provisions of the Local Government Bill. 	The housing question 
is closely associated with town planning, and, at the invitation of 
the Royal Commission on Housing Conditions of the People, your 
Hon. Secretary has given evidence on behalf of the previously-
expressed views of the Institute, in addition to describing a proposal 
for dealing with a two-acre block in an inner suburb. 

The Timber Borer Trouble has again been brought before your 
Council by the receipt of a letter of thanks from the Tasmanian ex-
porters for the public services rendered by your Council during the 
previous year, through the investigation into the nature and habits 
of the pest, with the result that confidence in the use of Australian, 
and especially of Tasmanian, hardwoods has been restored. Your 
Council has accepted the gift of four hardwood chairs and one round 
table, all made of Tasmanian hardwood, as a memento towards the 
furnishing of the Institute's new room. 

Lifts.--For services rendered during the previous year by Mr. 
Henderson, the Lift Owners' Association has expressed the opinion 
that it and the Institute should, in future, work together for the 
good of the lift-using community. 
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Roofing Tiles. —An inquiry having been received from the West 
Australian Public Works Department concerning the disintegration 
of Marseilles roofing tiles in the coastal districts of that State, your 
Council has resolved to obtain the experiences of members of the 
Institute upon these tiles. 	Before taking action in this direction, 
however, as the literature on this subject is very scarce, an article 
describing the manufacture of these tiles has recently been published 
in the "Proceedings," so that the experiences of members may be based 
upon knowledge of the nature and properties of roofing tiles. For 
the enquiry to be complete, however, it is suggested that the returns 
should deal with tiles of British, Marseilles, and Australian manu-
facture. 

The Scaffolding Bill recently introduced into Parliament, hav-
ing been found to be identical with a Bill previously brought before 
Parliament, which latter was the subject of reference before a Com-
mittee, upon which your Hon. Secretary represented the Institute, 
your Council, finding none of the recommendations of this Committee 
included in the Bill, resolved to co-operate with the Employers' 
Federation in any action it might take to provide for efficient scaf-
folding being erected at a minimum cost. 

The Shops and Factories Regulations, proposed to be put into 
operation by the Minister of Labour, have been submitted in proof 
form to the Institute for an expression of its views. 

The Proposal for the Re-formation of the Technological Museum 
at the National Gallery has received the support of members of 
the Institute by special resolution. 	It must be remembered, how- 
ever, that the application made to each member for exhibits, either 
on the art or the science side, has not as yet met with an enthusiastic 
response. 	As the museum is about to be opened, your Council 
desires to call into active service the public spirit of both the members 
of the Institute and the manufacturers. Your Council has drawn 
up the scheme for the Architectural Court, which has been co-
ordinated along with the schemes of the courts representing other 
bodies. 

Draft copies of the proposed Conditions of Contract having been 
forwarded by the Master Builders' Association for perusal by the 

[Institute 
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Institute, a conference was held, at which the Builders' Association 
explained the nature of the proposed provisions. 	Since this con- 
ference, the Council, both at general and special meetings, has con-
sidered the proposals submitted, and has practically completed the 
preparation of its own draft, which will probably be considered by 
a further conference at an early date. 

COMPETITIONS. 

Several public competitions were dealt with by your Council, 
the most important being that of the Federal Parliament House at 
Canberra, the conditions for which were prepared by the officers 
of the Department of Home Affairs, the Australian Institutes of 
Architects not being consulted. Some months ago, the then Minister 
for Home Affairs (Mr. Kelly) convened a conference of representa-
tives of the Australian Institutes of Architects for the purpose of 
nominating a Chairman of the Board of Adjudicators, which, it 
was intended, should meet in London early this year. The choice 
of the Australian Institutes fell upon Mr. G. T. Poole, F.R.I.B.A., 
of Western Australia, whose nomination was accepted by the 
Minister. Soon afterwards there was a change of Government, and 
Mr. Archibald became Minister of Home Affairs. The outbreak 
of war,, however, caused the Minister to postpone the competition, as 
all the countries from which designs might be expected, with the 
exception of America and Italy, were involved in the war, and, 
consequently architects in those countries were not likely to forward 
any designs for this important work. The Minister has consented 
to consult the various Institutes of Australia before re-opening the 
question of the competition. 

The competition for the extension to the Melbourne University 
buildings has also been dealt with. 	The conditions issued by the 
University Council have been amended by the adoption of many of 
the Institute's suggestions. 	Your Council is of opinion that these 
conditions of competition are favourable generally to competitors, 
although all our suggestions were not adopted. 

The University of Western Australia, intending to hold a com-
petition for the laying-out of its buildings at Perth, has forwarded 
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a number of copies of the conditions to your Institute. These are 
now placed at the disposal of members who may wish to compete. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

Apart from the lectures of the Town Planning Tour, the In-
stitute has carried out an extensive educational programme. It has 
given hearty support to the Melbourne University in connection with 
the Architectural Course for both day and evening courses to students 
in the School of Engineering. Your Council is represented upon 
the Faculty of Engineering by Messrs. Henderson, Wight, and Little. 
A large number of students has attended lectures for the Diploma 
Course in Architecture, which your Council hopes may soon be ex-
panded into a degree course. 

Mr. Henderson has been engaged in conference with the repre-
sentatives of the Government and the Technical Colleges regarding 
the adoption of a new Architectural Course, specially designed so 
that successful students may pass from these colleges by natural steps 
to the University, the course of study being now, for the first time, 
made more continuous and complete. 

The Institute has undertaken to examine candidates for mem-
bership in the R.I.B.A., who are at present licentiates of that In-
stitute, and one candidate has submitted himself for this examina-
tion. 

The date of the R.V.I.A. Competitions, usually closing in No-
vember, was last year extended to 16th February, 1915. No draw-
ings for the silver medal subject of Town Planning were received, 
whilst four sets of measured drawings of portion of doorway and 
mosaics of St. Paul's Cathedral in Melbourne, and three sketches 
of the circular pavilion in the Fitzroy Gardens, Melbourne, were 
received. 	The Council regrets that there were no entries for the 
silver medal, this being due, probably to the war. 	In the bronze 
medal subject for measured work at St. Paul's Cathedral, four 
sets of drawings were submitted. The medal was awarded to Sydney 
J. Duckmanton; the second prize (kindly donated by Mr. W. A. M. 
Blackett, Vice-President) to J. W. Wright. 	In the Sketching 
Competition, the subject being the pavilion in the Fitzroy Gardens, 

[three 
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three drawings were submitted, and the first prize (kindly donated 
by Mr. E. A. Bates, Vice-President) was awarded to John Firth, 
and the second prize to W. W. Keys. 

The British School at Rome has notified the Institute that the 
date for receiving designs (3oth January, 1915) for the competition 
for "A Courts of Justice" has been postponed for one year. 

The £5 5s. annually voted for the best year's work to the 
students in Architecture and Building Construction at the Working 
Men's College has again been voted for work done in 1915. 

INSTITUTE MATTERS. 
Reference is again made to the generally-expressed desire that 

the accommodation for members of the Institute should be increased. 
Your Council has arranged that, within the next few weeks, an 
additional room shall be fitted up for the exclusive use of members, 
and that at certain hours every day the Hon. Assistant Secretary 
will be in attendance. The reference library will also be housed in 
this room, whilst architectural journals and periodicals will be ar-
ranged to better suit the convenience of readers. The furniture and 
fittings are now being made for this room. 

Your Council is obtaining photographs of the past Presidents 
of the Institute since the year 1856, in which year the first Institute 
was founded. The photographs are being reproduced to a standard 
size, and will be hung in the new room. Assistance by members in 
obtaining photographs will be appreciated by the Council. 

During the year the clause recently added to the articles, by 
which departmental officers may enjoy the privileges of membership 
upon the payment of one-half of the ordinary subscription, has been 

put into successful operation. 

Upon the social aspect of Institute work, your Council joined 
with the professional bodies in entertaining to luncheon the archi-
tectural and engineering visiting delegates of the British Association, 
on the occasion of its recent meetings in Melbourne, at the Town 
Hall, after which an "afternoon" at the Botanical Gardens gave 
guest and host an opportunity for friendly intercourse. 

Your Council entertained at dinner at the Oriental Hotel the 
delegates from the inter-State Institutes of Architects on the occasion 
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of the conference to appoint a Chairman of the Board of Adjudicators 
in connection with the Federal Capital Competition. After dinner, 
the position of the Institutes was informally discussed, and those 
present gathered much information which will be of use in dealing 
with Federal questions. 

An invitation having been received from the Australian Institute 
of Mining Engineers for members to visit Mt. Lyell in March, in 
company with members of that Institute, it is hoped that some of 
our members may avail themselves of the invitation, which has been 
received with thanks. 

An Inter-State Conference of Architects met in Sydney during 
last November. Tw-o representatives of each of the six Australian 
Institutes attended, and matters of vital interest to the profession 
were dealt with. The question of the formation of an Australian 
Institute was dealt with, the subject having been quiescent for the 
last 13 years. 	It appeared to be more feasible, however, to form, 
not an Australian Institute, but a federation of the Institutes. The 
officers of the Institute of Architects of New South Wales, who 
arranged the conference, combined hospitalities with the business of 
the agenda paper. Messrs. Tompkins (President) and E. A. Bates 
(Vice-President) were appointed by your Council to attend this 
conference to represent the R.V.I.A., and your Council has passed a 
hearty vote of thanks to them for their valuable services rendered 
at the conference and in their subsequent report to your Council. 

H. W. TOMPKINS, President. 

JOHN LITTLE, Hon. Secretary. 

[Balance Sheet 



00 	0 0 0 0s0 	0 
M 

N 	0 0 0 0 t~ 	V1 

00 	sn sn O `n d- 	~o 
M 	 (` M 	N 	eh 

42 	
•-■ 

v 

b 

S
h
ee

t  
a

t  
3

1s
t  

D
ec

em
b
er

,  

ví- - • 	• 	g. 
• 8 
 • 

• o . • 	• - m , 	an 
t` 

A • 	• 	o . 	42 N 

• ~ . 

 

H 

	

 , . so 	, I• -  
• 

H 	~ . 	;, :a : 
 b 

	

~ . at=i 	Cf)G 	b • 	
' 

 
. 

Cl) 
ca 	. • a «t 	Ov) 	

• • ? A . 	
• ~ 

''t~ç
~ 
	• 

> o a:
" . 
 • ~. ~ 	o , 	~ 

G d • . cn 	• ~ 	
. 

; 
	

U
~

: ~ • C 

	

  :a 	.i •Oí, 	Ó   

~ > : ~tl ~ Ú ~ ~ 	~ v â ❑ 
Cl) ~ m CE rG C m 	

u ~~ u 

L.1 b •O > bo v. 0o m ^~ ú A 
u u 	âf • •̂  G 	O O 	ist Ti si.; Z7 

N? 
í". 

N o.0 P. - íu. âi " k a 	 ' 

• C, b?• í~G. Ó 
b C • m O ~ U L'+ 
~ et .G 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARY AND SOCIAL SECTION. 
Four meetings were held during the session, and the following 

were the attendances :—H. A. Black, 3 ; W. M. Campbell, 4 ; A. S. 
Eggleston, 2; J. H. Harvey, 2 ; J. Little, 3; H. W. Tompkins, i ; 
F. B. Tompkins, 2 ; J. S. Watts, i ; A. S. Williams, 4. 

The following papers were read and discussions held at general 
meetings during the year:— 

March 24th.—Discussion on Registration of Architects; Discus-
sion on Building Regulations ; Discussion on Board of Works Regu-
lations; Discussion on Government Department Regulations. 

April 28th.—"A Trip Through the United States and Western 
Canada," by Kingsley Henderson (A.) ; "Modern Renaissance in the 
United States, and Its Causes," by John S. Gawler (A.). 

June 3oth.—"Modern Sculpture," with lantern illustrations, by 
J. R. Tranthim-Fryer. 

July 28th.—Discussion on Proposed Registration Bill; Discus-
sion on Amended Conditions of Contract. 

August 25th.—"A Tour Round the World," with lantern illus-
trations, by C. A. Cowper (F.) 

October 27th.—"The Purification of Sewage," by R. Boan (of 
the Victorian Railways) . 

December zst. —"Australian Timbers," by V. B. Trapp. 

December 15th.—Special Meeting. 	Report of delegates to 
Sydney on the formation of a Federal Council of Australian Archi-
tects. 

On account of the war, the annual dinner was not held. 

On the 29th of October a visit was paid to Mr. Sturrock's mill, 
South Melbourne, where members had the opportunity of seeing 
the manufacture of three-ply boards of Australian hardwood. 

W. M. CAMPBELL, Hon. Sec. L. and S. Section. 

REPORT OF THE EDITOR OF "PROCEEDINGS." 
The Journal has completed its 12th year of publication, and 

the Editor reports another successful year. 	Despite the untoward 
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conditions under which all professional journals are now being pub- 
lished, the Journal has more than maintained its own. 	The size 
has increased, so that there are always nearly, and sometimes over, 
ioo pages of printed matter. The papers read at meetings of the 
Institute have, whenever practicable, been published and illustrated, 
whilst many original articles have also appeared. 	Special efforts 
have been made to extend the use of Australian materials, whilst the 
important matter of seizing the trade from the Powers with which 
the Empire is at war is constantly dealt with. 

The Journal circulates throughout the world, but such circula-
tion has necessarily ceased for the present in many European countries. 
We have received, as customary, the journals and technical papers 
from abroad, save mainly from Europe, from the cause previously 
stated. 	When the Institute library is re-organised, it is hoped that 
greater prominence may be given to these exchanges. 

The advertisement branch has been well sustained under Mr. 
Turnley, and only names of first-class firms are inserted in the ad- 
vertisements. 	Architects are invited to make enquiries from the 
advertisers for the supply of their specialties. Mr. G. A. Green has 
been responsible for printing and Mr. Thomas for the blocks for the 
illustrations. 

The Editor would again refer to the services of Miss Florence 
Muriel Little, as Assistant Editor, without whose work the Journal 
would not have proved the success which he believes it has achieved. 

JOHN LITTLE, Editor. 

["Along the Bye-paths." 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

R. William Lucas, one of our Fellows of long standing, 
who has been a frequent contributor to the "Pro-
ceedings," has recently returned from South Africa, 
and intends to settle in Victoria. On the eve of his 
departure from South Africa, a Special General 

Meeting of the Association of Transvaal Architects was held for the 
purpose of the presentation of the following address 

"William Lucas, Esq., F.R.V.I.A.,- 
"We, the undersigned architects of the province of the Trans-

vaal, desire to express our sincere regret at your departure from our 
midst, after a residence in South Africa of twenty years. 

"We deeply appreciate your continued and long-sustained efforts 
towards the advancement of architecture, both in connection with 
the Natal Institute of Architects and on the Council of the Associa-
tion of the Transvaal Architects. 

"Your experienced and wise advice has always carried great 
weight in the deliberations of these Councils. 

"Your well-informed writings on architecture have been greatly 
esteemed. You carry with you our heartfelt wishes for your future 
welfare, and hope that events may once more restore you to our 
midst. 

"We are, dear Mr. Lucas." 
(Here follow the signatures of the President, Vice-President, 

members of Council, and many other well-known South African 
architects.) 

Result of attendance at a Technical College not far from Mel- 
bourne's eastern suburbs. 	Mother of student to her friend : "Since 
my Jim has attended the College, he has got so particular that he 
has bought a tooth-brush. His teeth are white, and I am sure he 
doesn't need it. 	What is more, he won't let anyone else use his 
brush." 

Melbourne University Extension Competition.— The conditions for 
this competition, published last Christmas, having been found by the 
profession throughout Australia unsatisfactory in several important 
matters, the Council of the R.V.I.A. held several conferences with 
the promoters, with the view to securing amendments. We are glad 
to report that most of the Institute's suggestions were accepted, and 
it has been definitely arranged that :— 
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1. Block plan to scale of 40 feet to the inch to be prepared for 
use of competitors. 

2. Drawings to be prepared to a scale of 16 feet to the inch, 
instead of 8 feet to the inch. 

3. Plans of existing buildings to a scale of 16 feet to the inch 
to be supplied to competitors. 

4. The time to be extended from the 31st of March to the 1st 
of May. 

5. After explanations from Col. Watson, it was agreed that 
the clause dealing with the premiums should not be disturbed. 

6. Competitors probably would be asked to pay £1/10/- for 
copies of plans of existing buildings, the amount to be re-
turned on receipt of a bona fide design. 

7. The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects undertook to 
notify all architects in Australia, through the State Institutes, 
of the altered conditions. 

8. In clause 8 (c) the words "Council or the" to be inserted 
before "professional." 

The revised conditions have been printed, and the plans of exist-
ing buildings are now ready and may be obtained from the Registrar 
at the University. 

All the Institutes of Architects in Australia have received noti-
fications of the above amendments. 

The Victorian State Service Patriotic Fund.- In a financial state-
ment to 31st of January we find that, as the resut of a meeting of 
the State Service, held on the loth of August last, in the Melbourne 
Town Hall, the sum of £6,097 18s. 4d. has been collected to the 
above date. Of this sum, the Red Cross Fund, the Belgium Relief 
Fund, the Unemployed Relief Fund, and the Ladies' Benevolent 
Societies have been largely helped by £2,685 being distributed 
amongst them. Amongst the commitments to date there is £550 
for the Red Cross Motor Ambulance, whilst Mr. Hagelthorn's scheme 
concerning unemployment will benefit to the extent of £1,500, the 
Ladies' Benevolent Societies £2,685, and a travelling kitchen for the 
Expeditionary Forces £15o, leaving a balance of £947 18s. 4d. 
carried forward. What this Fund means is that the Civil Service 
is doing its duty, some of the officers contributing up to 55/- per week 
—a sacrifice which salary earners outside the services might well 
emulate. 

[Mr. Hugh L. Peck 
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Mr. Hugh L. Peck (student of the Institute), who is (or was) 
with the First Australian Expeditionary Force in Egypt, sends us 
a post-card illustrating a march past the Pryamids and Sphinx. Mr. 
Peck writes: "This is how they interest us in the `History of Archi-
tecture,' on Sunday mornings, by giving us a route march past archi-
tectural remains." He sends "best wishes." We are always glad 
to hear from our students, and, more particularly just now, from 
those doing service for the King and Empire. 

Victorian Marble.—A most interesting exhibit of Victorian mar-
ble was held on i6th March, at the works of Messrs. Chambers 
and Clutten, Melbourne, to view Victorian marble work before 
despatching it to the Australian Court at the Panama Exposition. 
The form given to the work is that of three sides of a room or a 
vestibule 22 feet by i i feet. 	The marble is from the Cameron 
Quarries, at South Buchan, Gippsland, and consists of dado of "cafe-
au-lait," with black markings between the plinth and dado rail. 
The wall linings above consist of panelling, 5 feet 6 inches high, 
wholly of marble interspersed with black and light composite, with 
a dark fringe rail surmounting. Buchan marble (as shown in the 
New Public Library staircase, Melbourne) is generally known as 
dark in colour, but the lighter marble in the composition we are 
describing is of a lighter tone and from a new quarry. It is now 
possible to obtain light and dark varieties quite separately. 	The 
general tone of the darker variety is somewhat similar to that of 
"St. Anne's," but the markings are much superior. The marbles 
from Buchan are to be largely used in the new Commonwealth 
Offices in London, and will, it is hoped, prove a good advertise- 
ment for this material. 	The quarries will soon be easy of access, 
being situate 16 miles from the new Orbost line, whilst the new 
line to Omeo will run quite close to the quarry. We congratulate 
Messrs. Chambers and Clutten upon both the quality of the marble 
and the labour bestowed upon it, both of which are creditable to 
Australian industry. We trust that the work may be transported 
without damage or breakage, for, if these occur, there will be no 
opportunity of making good or replacing. 

Arbitration Clause. —The R.V.I.A. Conditions of Contract have, 
now and again, been praised for their fairness towards the two parties 
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to the contract. 	The clause dealing with arbitration has received 
special treatment in this direction, and, if imitation at the other end of 
the world or elsewhere is the sincerest form of flattery, the clause 
has been the subject of many plaudits. We knew that this clause 
was popular amongst Melbourne builders, and are glad that, by a 
recent statement in the daily press, publicity has been given to this 
view. 	The Melbourne City Council is urged, in a letter signed 
by the Secretary of the Master Builders Association, to adopt the 
following practice :—"All my Association asked for," he continues, 
'was that a third disinterested party be appointed as arbitrator, as is 

provided for in the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects' Conditions 
of Contract, under which the members of my Association work. 
This," he continues, "is a most equitable and reasonable request." 
And so say all of us. 

Copies of the last November issue of this journal are required, 
as that number is now out of print. 	Any reader having a spare 
copy is invited to forward it to the Editor, who will thereby be 
greatly obliged. 

An Advance Copy of the Standard Documents of the American 
Institute of Architects has just been received from that Institute. It 
will be greatly valued, because, at the present time, the R.V.I.A. 

.Council is busily engaged in considering amendments to the existing 
Conditions of Contract in use in Victoria. The American Institute 
invites criticism in the following very clever words :—"Criticisms 
should be made in the form of amendments. It is useless to say that 
a certain article is too long, too vague, or too technical. 	Submit 
the very words you recommend as an improvement." 	This will 
paralyse the hand of the critic who is a mere grumbler, and whose 
head has never contained a single constructive idea. 

Belgian Relief Fund.--At the Annual Meeting of the Institute 
an organised movement within the Institute was commenced in order 
to mitigate the sufferings from hunger now being endured by the 
Belgian people. That these sufferings are unequalled in the history 
of the modern world is a fact no one needs to be reminded of, 
neither of our duty to help this brave people. 	Aid is not given 
as a charity, but as a duty. 	It is for each member of the Institute 
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to do his best in relieving this wide-spread suffering, even at the 
sacrifice of personal comfort. A number of members of the Institute 
(outside the officers of Government Departments, who are already 
subscribing largely through the Departmental channels) have prom-
ised to subscribe Li each per month, others contributing smaller 
amounts, payable through the Institute into the Lord Mayor's Fund, 
commencing at the beginning of March and subsequent months until 
the need shall cease. You, as a member of the Institute, if not al- 
ready a subscriber, are asked to join in this work. 	Will you, 
therefore, at once be good enough to state the sum you will sub-
scribe, sending the amount to the Hon. Secretary of the Institute, 
either at the Institute Rooms, or at 36o Collins Street, in order that 
the first monthly instalment to the Fund may be paid forthwith. 

Registration Bill.- —A deputation from the Council of the 
R.V.I.A. waited on the Minister of Public Works (Mr. F. Hagel-
thorn) on the 24th March, and laid before him the present position 
of members of the architectural profession in Victoria, together with 
the necessity for the introduction of a Bill to deal with the subject 
of registration. 	The President of the Institute introduced his col- 
leagues, and it was explained to the Minister that the necessity for 
registration was recognised in most British-speaking communities 
throughout the world, and in some countries registration was now 
compulsory. 	The Minister stated he would bring the proposal 
before his colleagues and recommend that registration be the subject 
of a Government measure. He asked to be supplied with all the 
particulars as to the operation of registration elsewhere, in order to 
assist him in furthering the proposal. 



THE LATE THOMAS WATTS, 
PAST PRESIDENT. 

HOMAS WATTS, whose death is reported in 
this issue, was born in Gloucestershire, England, 
on 13th January, 1827. 	He served his articles 
in the offices of Fred. C. Cope and Christopher 
Eales, in London, and, during his pupilage, at-
tended lectures at University College, under 

Professor Donaldson. 	In 1846 he was admitted as a student of 
the Antique Classes in the College. He arrived in Victoria in 1853, in 
the ship "Protector," bringing with him his wife and his son, Thomas 
Salter Watts. His first abode in Melbourne was the house in which 
John Faulkner had lived in Collingwood. 	In 185,5 he removed 
to "Glen Huntly," Caulfield, and lived in this district till his death. 

In 1853, immediately after his arrival, he commenced practice 
under the style of Fussell and Watts, the firm afterwards becom-
ing Russell, Watts and Pritchard until 1864, when the name was 
changed again to that of Smith and Watts, and so continued until 
187o, when this partnership was dissolved. 	Mr. Watts practised 
on his own account until 1883. In that year he admitted his two 
eldest sons to the firm. 	In 1889 these sons retired, and James S. 
Watts, another son, was taken into partnership. 	Four years after 
Mr. Watts retired from the practice, which is to-day carried on 
under the name of Thomas Watts and Son, solely by Mr. J. S. 
Watts, F.R.V.I.A. 

Amongst the numerous buildings designed by Mr. Thos. Watts 
are the Albert Street Baptist Church; West Melbourne Presbyterian 

[Church 
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Church ; Sugar Works, Yarraville ; Sands and McDougall's Factory, 
Spencer Street; the City Property Coy.'s Buildings, Flinders Lane; 
Robb's Building, Collins Street; Hardware Chambers, Elizabeth 
Street; and the Gordon Institute. The private residences include those 
of Judge Williams, Hon. C. J. Ham, Hon. J. M. Davies, Hon. 
F. S. Grimwade, W. H. Miller, Henry R. Nelson, and Dr. Mein. 

Mr. Watts was one of the founders of the Victorian Institute 
of Architects in 1856, and was the first Hon. Secretary. 	He was 
also President of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects in 1884, 
1885, and 1900. 

Mr. Watts was a Justice of the Peace for the Central Bailiwick. 
He also took great interest in municipal matters, and was one of 
the first members of the Caulfield Roads Board, and President of the 
Caulfield Shire Council in 1871. 

During the last year or so Mr. Watts was confined to his 
house, and died on 22nd January last, and was buried in the East 
St. Kilda Cemetery on the following day. The R.V.I.A. Council 
and members of the Institute, along with many personal friends, 
being present at the funeral. 

He was the oldest member of the Institute at the time of his 
death, being in his 89th year. In his day he bore a good reputation 
as an arbitrator, and, in all his work, was well known for his 
thoroughly practical nature, animated by high principle and strict 
sense of justice. 

His wife pre-deceased him some years ago, and to his family 
we tender our sympathy in their loss, realising, however, that, in 
the fullness of days, he was called away, the activities of life having 
been gradually reduced since his retirement from business. 



TECHNICAL SCHOOLS ARCHITEC-
TURAL DIPLOMA COURSE. 

OR several years past the teaching connected with 
architecture and the professional side of building in 
the Technical Schools of Victoria has been the sub- 
ject of great complaint. The syllabus of the Educa- 
tion Department, under whose auspices the subjects 

were taught, was obsolete, the text books dealing with construction 
did not cover the ground required by Australian students, whilst the 
problems were presented in too scrappy a form. It was only by the 
capabilities of several of the teachers, whose enthusiasm was note-
worthy, that the system did not utterly break down. Further, there 
was nothing in the syllabus which combined the different subjects 
into a definite course. 	Near the end of last year, with the view 
to remedy these unsatisfactory conditions of the syllabus, a conference 
of principals and teachers of the Technical Schools was held, upon 
which Professor Payne represented the University and Mr. Anketell 
Henderson (M.C.E.) the R.V.I.A. The conference met on several 
occasions and adopted a course of study for the Technical Schools, 
extending over four years. 	The entrance standard is the Junior 
Technical School course or its equivalent, and candidates who pass 
the examinations prescribed below, and produce to the Education 
Department evidence of having been solely engaged during four years 
in acquiring a practical knowledge of architecture under a competent 
architect in charge of work, and have fulfilled the prescribed con- 
ditions, may obtain the Diploma of Architecture. 

FIRST YEAR.—To be taken in a school. No office work: 
Approx. No. of 
hours per week. 

6 Mechanics and Heat. 
6 Chemistry (Inorganic), Theory and Practice—Grade I. 
2 Algebra—Grade II. 
2 Geometry—Grade I. 
2 Practical Trigonometry—Grade I. 
2 Drawing for Builders and Artisans; Architecture—Grade I. 
2 Building Construction—Grade I. 
z Geometrical Drawing—Art. 

12 Drawing from Photographs, Casts, etc. 

35 	 [Second 
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SECOND YEAR.— To be taken in a school or in conjunction 
with office work. In the latter case, the work may extend over 
two years : 
Approx. No. of 
hours per week. 

4 Applied Mechanics—Grade II. 
t Elementary Quantities. 
4 Building Construction—Grade II. 
4 Architecture—Grade II. Sketching, Measuring and Plot- 

ting from approved examples, with Tracing and Sun Prints 
of work executed. 

2 Principles of Planning and History of Architectural Evolu- 
tion. 

t Skiagraphy. 
4 Drawing in Light and Shade from Casts and Photographs of 

Historic Ornament. 
6 Modelling Casts of Ornament and Plant Forms from 

Nature. General Design (or Modelled Design)—Elemen- 
tary Stage. 

26 

LAST YEARS.— To complete the course, a student must pass in 
the following subjects:-- 

Applied Mechanics—Grade III.—Structures. 
Technology of Building Stones and Materials. 
Surveying for Architects. 
Quantity Surveying. 
Building Construction—Grade III. 
Architecture—Grades III. and IV.—and Architectural Design. 
Architectural Perspective. 
Drawing in Light and Shade from the Cast—Advanced stage. 
Modelling Historic Ornament and Modelled Design--Advanced 

stage—or General Design—Advanced—Grades I. and II. 
Study of Colour in its relation to design applied to Interior 

Decoration. 
Sketching the Human Figure. 



technical Schools Diploma Course 

Mr. Henderson, in presenting his report to the Council of the 
Institute, stated that Professor Payne, on behalf of the Institute, and 
he (Mr. Henderson) , on behalf of the Institute, declined to consider 
the question of Diploma Course for Technical Schools unless one of 
the conditions of the diploma was four years in an office, and the con-
ference passed a resolution to this effect. 

To make the science work thorough, the conference was of 
opinion that students must devote the whole of one year's time before 
entering an office, and the first year's work, it would be seen, would 
practically take up all their time per week. 

It considered that probably a student entering for a second year 
would most likely be 16 years of age, and financial conditions might 
necessitate his doing some work in an office, in which case he could 
not devote more than 12 hours a week to the Technical School 
work, partly day and partly night work. 	It had, therefore, been 
arranged that students doing office work might extend the work of 
the second year over two years. 

In a letter sent to architects throughout the State, and also to the 
Government Departments, the Council of the R.V.I.A. brings before 
its own members, other practising architects, and Government 
Departments, the urgent necessity of allowing students the necessary 
"time off," when occuring during office hours, for their attendance 
at these classes in the Technical Schools. 

The Council is further of opinion that architects will find it 
advantageous to allow "time off," because the services which their 
pupils will render in the offices will be found to be more efficient on 
account of the teaching they receive in the Technical Schools. 

The Council would urge upon every architect the necessity of 
thus doing his duty by this means in the training of competent archi-
tects for the future, for, without the necessary training of the student, 
it is urged, there will be less efficiency in the architect. 

[Model Classroom 
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MODEL CLASSROOM. 

By Reuter E. Roth, D.S.O., M.R.C.S., Eng., Officier 

de l'instruction Publique. 

Being Abstract of Paper Read at the Australasian Association for 
the Advancement of Science, Melbourne, 1913. From 

the Report of the Association (recently published). 

S a School Medical Inspector, I have been astonished 
to find a want of uniformity in the shape, size, 
construction, and arrangement of the classroom. 
This is even noticeable in schools supposed to be 
up-to-date. 

The following suggestions may be of use for the guidance 
of those who design and build our schools. Experience teaches 
us what we require in Australia, without constantly imitating 

Northern Hemisphere methods. 
Every school child requires 15 square feet. The average for 

New South Wales is to square feet. Considering the warm cli-
mate and the greater activity of the skin, I do not consider Io 

square feet sufficient. 
The area of the room will depend on the numbers occupying 

it. An average class numbers about 48 children, and the super- 
ficial area required would be 48 x 15=72o square feet. 	This 
is not excessive, as it makes no allowance for the teacher and 

furniture. 
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In most books on School Hygiene it is mentioned that the 
child vitiates 2,000 cubic feet of air per hour—that is, raises the 
percentage of carbon dioxide from .04 to .o6; the latter percent-
age, we are told, is unhealthy and unfit for breathing purposes. 
This vitiated air must be replaced by an equal amount of fresh 
air every hour. 

It would be impossible to provide such a cubic space for every 
child ; we are, however, able to bring about a similar result by 
utilising a smaller space and replenishing the air more often. 
Every child should be allowed 200 cubic feet of air space, and 
this would necessitate the renewal of all the air every six minutes 
to prevent the percentage of carbon dioxides totalling more than 
.06 per cent. 

The cubic space divided by the superficial area will give us 
the elevation of the loom : 200 ± 15= Iii feet. 

A classroom for 48 children should have an area of 720 square 
feet and an elevation of IA feet. 

The shape of the room is either oblong or square. It should 
be oblong, and the teacher and children so placed that they face 
the short sides. In many cases an oblong room is used where 
the occupants face the long sides ; this is absolutely wrong. 

In the Oblong Room. 
There will be more room for the teacher and his appliances. 
The teacher will face at  smaller frontage, and will be able to 

supervise without moving his head or position. 
Standing with the arms outstretched sideways, it is impos- 

sible to see the hands whilst facing straight to the front. 	As 
the arms approach a right angle, both hands become visible. 

The teacher should form the right angle of the triangle of 
which the front row of the seats is the hypotenuse. 

The room is narrower, and the light has not so tar to travel 
across, and there is a better reflection from the opposite walls to 
light up the spaces between the windows. 

In the Square Room. 
The teacher's space is cramped. 
The teacher will have to face a very large frontage, and will 

[have 
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have to constantly turn his head to supervise, or place himself at 
the left side of the class, with his back to the window, in order to 
obtain a better view. This will cause the children to turn to the 
left and face the light. 

The light has to travel further, and there is much less reflec- 
tion from the opposite wall. I have often noticed as great a difference 
as over two candle-power in the light on the desks on the two 
sides. 

General Remarks. 

The room must not be too long for ordinary vision or for 
normal hèaring. 

From experiments that I made, I believe the sides of the 
room should be in the proportion of about 5 to 4. 

And ideal classroom for 48 children should be 3o feet in 
length, 24 feet in breadth, and have an elevation of iii feet. 
This would allow every child to have about, but not quite, zoo 
cubic feet of air space. 

Illumination should be from the left and right. 	We are 
right-handed, and Therefore the greater amount of light should 
be from the left. This will not cast unnecessary shadows during 
writing, drawing, and reading. 	In reading, the book should be 
held in such a way that the left page is illuminated by the reflected 
light from the right page, whilst the latter is directly illuminated 
by the windows on the left. 

In most text-books it is stated that the illuminating space 
should be equal to one-fifth of the floor space; that is not suffi-
cient according to experiments I made with Dr. Bishop-Harman's 
photometer. 

The least amount of light is on the desks on the left between 
the windows. This can be obviated by not having the left column 
of desks too close to the window wall, and by having the walls 
painted a light colour. 

The usual dark dada, which does not show up dirty finger 
marks, allows very little reflection of light. 

Ventilation in the classroom depends on change of tempera- 
ture, wind, and diffusion. 
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Excellent results can be brought about by the proper construc- 
tion, position, and use of windows. 	A casement window with 
an upper fanlight is most preferable. It can be adjusted to catch 
the breeze, and the fanlight above is useful for the escape of hot, 
vitiated air. 

The ordinary box window with pulley sashes is good ; the 
upper and lower sashes can be opened for the admission of fresh, 
and the exit of impure, air. The addition of a hopper or wind-
board to the inner sill is a great improvement. 'l he hinged pivot 
windows are bad ; they allow of the entrance of rain, and blinds 
cannot be properly adjusted to them. 

In all cases there should be cross ventilation by the presence 
of windows in the right wall. The windows should reach down 
only to such a level as to ensure no child being in a draught. This 
level would be about five feet from the ground. 

I do not believe in the ventilating shafts in the ceiling, which 
are supposed to act by aspiration. Rain and dust are liable to en-
ter, and if not wired over, the cowl forms a roosting place for 
birds, with its accompanying nuisance. 

In a room of the size and shape suggested, there is sufficient 
ventilation when the windows are opposite and adjusted to the 
state of the weather. 

Natural light comes from above, therefore the ceiling should 
always be painted white, and thus reflect and diffuse the light 
from above down. 

The walls should be coloured in shades of light green or blue. 
Picture rails should be flush with the walls, and be provided 

with hooks or nails. 
The walls should be smooth ; alI angles of wall and ceiling, 

wall and wall, and wall and floor, rounded to ensure proper clean- 
ing. The window frames and architraves should also be flush 
into the walls ; there should be no projection. 	The flooring 
boards should be properly tongued and graved to prevent the ac-
cumulation of dust. 

The walls should be decorated with artistic and cheerful pic-
tures; those obtained from the Christmas numbers of certain week-
lies and annuals are excellent. 
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All diagrams and maps should be fixed up with spring rollers 
on a light portable frame with good castors. 

The windows should have large inside sills for pot-plants and 
germinating experiments. 

Where there is more than one floor some deadening material 
should be used to prevent the conduction of sound. 

The door should be in line with the teacher's left, open out-
wards, and be hinged on the far side of the children. This allows 
of the teacher being the first to see anyone entering. 

The dual desks should be placed in four columns, six in each, 
with alleyways of at least 18 inches between columns and between 
the right column and the wall, and a space of about four feet be-
tween the left column and the wall. This latter• arrangement al-
lows of plenty of light reaching the desks between the windows. 

The corners of the rooms should be utilised for presses, upon 
which pretty plaster statues or vases could be suitably placed. 

Blinds are used to regulate the amount of light that is to 
enter the room (coloured or frosted glass is most unsuitable for this 
purpose). When down they prevent the free entrance of air, on 
a windy day they are blown in or out as the case may be, and 
wear out long before their time. 

Venetians are better, but collect dust and are liable to get 
out of order, in which case they are seldom repaired. 

As the greater amount of light enters from the upper portion 
of the window, ordinary blinds prevent a proper regulation. 	If 
pulled down, say half or two-thirds, horizontal rays enter and try 
the eyes of both teacher and children. 	Blinds should be reversed 
and work from below upwards. Better still would be the substitu- 
tion of screens hinged on to the sides of the window. 	These 
would not interefere with ventilation and would afford a better, 
more economical, and cleaner means of regulating the light. Such 
screens could be made of thin steel, as is used in the Wunderlich 
metal ceilings. 

Glazed partitions are unsatisfactory on account of the reflec-
tions, which are always trying to the eyes. Their cleaning causes. 

• 
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unnecessary labour. 	All the glass of such partitions should be 
frosted, and only the lower panes kept clear for supervision. 

Open fireplaces are wasteful, cause draughts and short circuit 
air currents. 

Stoves are better for heating purposes, and should be well 
placed against the wall behind the teacher. 

Black-boards could be placed on either side of the teacher and 
at such an angle that there would be no reflections. 

Hat-pegs should never be allowed in the classroom. It would 
be more convenient, healthier, and better for discipline to have 
the pegs in the corridor. Children would then be able to hang up 
their things as they march into the classroom. 

In a properly constructed corridor there would be good air 
currents to dry and air the hats and clothing. 

Too much attention cannot be paid to the environment of the 
school child ; it ensures health, and leaves impressions which may 
influence its future in the, best manner possible. 



PROFESSIONAL AND OTHER 
INCOMPETENCE. 

(Journal of American Architects, February, 1915.) 

IVES there a man who has not visited his indignation, 
in a moment of wrath, upon some profession or 
other? 	We fancy not. The temptation at cer- 
tain moments is far too great, and the outburst too 
completely satisfying. 	One seems to feel, after 

having delivered that particular curse, that one has made a great 
social and economic discovery. 	At last all the cobwebs have been 
swept away, and the whole miserable fraternity are exposed to the 
light of a righteous indignation and a perception which has at last 
pierced the sham. 	One flatters one's self upon an epoch-making 
discovery, the effects of which may not even be forecast. But, some-
how or other, the professions still increase and multiply. The world 
listens but does not hear. 

Most of us are at times given to sarcastic allusions to some one 
or other of the callings which frequently appear to prey upon us, 
and try our sense of justice beyond the breaking point, and the men 
who fly to the public press as a means of more completely airing 
their grievances against the professions are not by any means small 
in numbers. 

In the "Real Estate Magazine" for November, one may read a 
particularly venomous attack upon the architectural profession. We 
opine that the excess of venom will cause it widely to overshoot the 
mark, for nothing rouses the sense of justice so much as a vulgar 
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tirade. 	In this particular article, the owner of a hotel in the city of 
Nlinneapolis condemns the whole profession of architecture in lan-
guage which is at once the most conspicuous compound of ignor-
ance and bad taste which we have come across in some time. We 
do not attempt to pass upon the merits of the particular question, 
nor to resent anything except this sweeping denunciation of architects. 

Incompetence is indefensible. 	Professional incompetence exists 
wherever any profession is practised. 	Incompetence runs riot 
through every walk of life, in every trade and calling; many of us 
have suffered from the peculiarly trying incompetence of that class 
of men to which the writer of the article in question belongs. But 
we may still agree that hotels are necessary, and not to be abolished 
because of the shortcomings of one man. 

A little thought will convince even the most bitter of men, 
provided he has a modicum of reason in a lucid moment, that pro- 
fessional incompetence thrives upon public incompetence. 	Behind 
the incompetent in any profession will be found the incompetent man 
who is paying the bills. 	He is, perhaps, too ignorant to know 
better. 	He picks his doctor, lawyer, architect, engineer, with a 
great and rather pitiable faith that the title implies qualification. 
On the other hand, there is the incompetent individual who en-
courages incompetence by deliberately buying it. Unwilling to con-
cede that the worker is worthy of his hire, he bargains on the basis 
of fee or price. 	In employing an architect, he not only refuses a 
remuneration which will permit the architect to give his full service, 
but he also frequently imposes upon a half-dozen men to the extent 
of obtaining free sketches and rough plans. 	Playing one against 
the other, and relying upon their various degrees of necessity, he 
finally drives the bargain which appears to him to be the best. He 
has merely bought and paid for an incompetent servant. 	These 
poor devils never get a chance to lift their heads above water. 
Capable, perhaps, of giving competent service if given half an oppor-
tunity, they continually find themselves so financially embarassed that 
they are at the mercy of every scheming seeker for their services. 
Their incompetence is perpetuated by these schemers and bargainers, 
who merely comprise another race of incompetents. 	The thing 
runs through our social and economic fabric, as the law of prey runs 
through the animal kingdom. 

{There 
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There, . is of course, the more exceptional incompetent who is 
so clever that he is long in being discovered, and who waxes fat in 
the meantime. But he can be avoided if one will take the trouble. 

To what degree is incompetence fostered by the educational 
systems through which men and women enter the various professions? 
To what degree is incompetence allowed to experiment upon the 
public by reason of that premise which assumes that the ability to 
secure work confers the right to practice? 	How far has incom- 
petency been encouraged by either the desire or the necessity of ob-
taining a remunerative practice, within the shortest possible space 
of time, and at a period when the ramifications of every profession 
are becoming so increasingly extensive that it can sarcely be true that 
the preparatory stages may be made less and less thorough? ` And 
last, but by no means least, what is the degree of incompetence due 
to the selection of a profession as a mere means of livelihood and 
nothing more? 	No study of professional incompetence would be 
complete unless it included all of these phases—a long, difficult, and, 
perhaps, impossible accomplishment. 

But the answer of the incompetent public, disappointed in a 
particular instance, is ever the same. 	The profession, which ever 
one it may happen to be, is wholly at fault, and all of its members 
are included in the sweeping anathema which the disappointed buyer 
sows broadcast. 	It has always been so. 	Probably it will always 
be so. 	It is sure to be so as long as we have no higher standard, 
and no better understanding, of the professional relation, or as long as 
the present economic system deludes people into the belief that the 
price of a thing represents its cost. 

The reverse of the picture is quite true, since competent men 
are continually seeking their kind. 	The competent man is not 
deluded by any magical quality of title, and wishes to know some- 
thing of the man who stands behind it. 	He engages professional 
services on some other basis than that of price or a mere social 
relation. 	To him, the selection of an architect is perhaps the least 
difficult of his problems, for, of all works which are writ so large 
that all men may read, that of the architect is surely not the least. 
It requires no extraordinary mental powers to make a judicious 
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selection of the man who is to be given charge of an important 
building operation. One has only to lay sentiment aside, and cast 
Ioose from the thought of trying to secure service for less than it costs 
the architect to give it. Those are the two popular delusions which 
operate to befog the owner. 	It is through them that architectural 
as well as all other forms of professional incompetence drag out their 
miserable existence—a tax upon those who buy, upon those who sell, 
and a dead weight hung about the neck of society. 

The deplorable feature, so far as any profession is concerned, 
is that the most honourable, upright, and conscientious practitioners 
are forced to pursue their task of trying to raise the standard of 
the profession, while enduring and combating the opprobrium called 
down upon them by their incompetent brethren. 	But such is the 
very reason why professional standards rise so slowly—it is some- 
times amazing that they are able to rise at all. 	The one remedy 
is a higher standard of personal responsibility, quite as much to the 
employee as to the employer, and a different conception of the rela-
tion of any work to life itself. 

In his answer to the article to which we have reference, and 
which appears in the "Real Estate Magazine," Mr. Ackerman (M.) 
seems to sum up the whole matter in a very few words 

"There are in the profession many men possessing ability, in-
tegrity, and sincerity of purpose, whose aim in life is to raise the 
practice of architecture to the highest level. 	It rests absolutely with 
the clients to say whether these men shall be rewarded for these quali- 
ties and assisted in their effort. 	Such reward and assistance every 
owner can contribute to architecture; this much he can do toward 
maintaining and elevating the standards of the profession." 

To such an attitude on the part of a steadily increasing number 
of clients every competent professional man and woman is extending 
a hand of grateful welcome. 

[The Victorian 



THE VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

NFORTUNATELY, owing to the unsettled con-
dition of affairs, we were unable to arrange for 
lectures for the January and February meet- 
ings. 	Still, in spite of all, the Yearly Syllabus 
and Social Committee has presented, with the ex- 

ception of on two occasions, a splendid syllabus. 	With this before 
us, the committee feels sure of a most successful year. 	Though 
we regret the loss of many energetic workers, yet one and all are 
proud of the V.A.S.S. volunteers for military service. Three extra 
elections have been held to fill vacancies on the Committee. 	At 
the next meeting the fourth Vice-President for the year will be 
elected. 

The results of the University examination furnish a good report 
of the success of the first year of the Architectural Course of the 
University. We students of the profession have found that to keep 
pace with modern architecture, and to be able to take our place in 
the future, we must avail ourselves of that course of training efficiently 
arranged to furnish us with the necessary knowledge. In the past 
we have had to seek that training abroad. 	This entailed a great 
expense and a severing of connections—two important factors to one 
starting out in the profession. 	At last, towards the end of 1913, 
the Council of the Melbourne University promised to accede to our 
request, and, on the lines similar to those of the various Universities 
in England and America, drew up a course which, from the com-
mencement of the University of 1914, was open to those students 
desirous of attending the lectures. On 23rd March the successful 
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students commenced their second year course, and it is also gratifying 
to see that a number of new students are taking up the first year. 
Unfortunately for some intending students, the fact that some of 
the lectures are held in the day time renders it impossible for them 
to take up the course owing to the difficulty in obtaining the necessary 
leave of absence from their offices. However, now that architecture 
has received its due recognition and been included in the University 
curriculum, the student of the future will have a definite course to 
follow. 	The usual preparation for entering the University will 
be made while still at the Public School, and permission for leave 
to attend the lectures included in the articles. 

Although we are, for the present, satisfied in gaining this first 
step, yet it is our ambition that Victorian architectural students may 
sit for an architectural degree in their own Universtiy. 

Should the Registration Bill be passed, as one and all in the 
profession earnestly hope it may be, it will be only fair and necessary 
for the intending students to have—like those of other professions—
a definite course of procedure by which to gain the degree necessary. 
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REPORTS AND JOURNALS RECEIVED FROM KINDRED 
INSTITUTES WITH THANKS. 

The Bristol Society of Architects, "Annual Proceedings," 
1913-14. 

Sheffield Society of Architects and Surveyors, 27th Annual 
Report, 1913-14. 

Leeds and Yorkshire Architectural Society, "Journal of Pro-
ceedings," December, 1914. 

The Kalendar of the Manchester Society of Architects, 1914-15. 
The Liverpool Architectural Society, 66th Session, 1913-14, 

Kalendar and Annual Report of Proceedings. 
"The Architectural Association Journal," July-December, 1914; 

and "Curriculum Session," 1914-15. 
"Journal of American Institute of Architects," May to October, 

1914, Vol. II., Numbers 5 to xo. 
The New Zealand Institute of Architects, "Journal of Proceed-

ings," December, 1914. 
"L'Architettura Italiana," October, November and December, 

1914. 
"Annala Della Societa degli Ingegneri e degli Archetti Italiana," 

Nos. 19 to 24, 1914.   

REVIEW OF BOOKS AND MAGAZINES. 

"Building." —Interspersed through the March issue are numerous 
illustrations of the buildings in Belgium and Northern France which 
have been mutilated or destroyed by the Huns. 	There is the 
general news of work in hand in most of the States, and several 
bungalows or cottages are also described and illustrated. 	Mr. R. 
T. Baker continues his remarks on the cabinet timbers of Australia. 
The article "Rescuing Roads" deals with the work of the Victorian 
Roads Board, and is well illustrated. 

"Life" for March continues to provide a comprehensive view 
of the progress of the war. 	The issue contains, in three sections, 
a summary of the fighting of the month by Dr. Fitchett, in which 
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he describes the warfare in the trenches, the battles on the seas, 
and, finally, indicates in which direction the stream is running. 	In 
addition, there are scores of articles, pictures, stories, and "explana- 
tions." 	One feels, after reading "Life," that he is keeping well 
abreast of the progress of the tremendous war. There are "Snap-
shots of the Australian and New Zealand Forces in Egypt," "How 
the Germans Laid Their Plans for the Naval Raids," and "The In-
fantryman's Fighting Tools," being a more or less technical descrip-
tion of how trench warfare is conducted. 

"Life " for April pursues the policy of devoting a large section 
to a review of the war as a whole. The five sections of the review 
of the war are five complete little studies that, together, make a 
record of the operations during the month. 	There is also an illus- 
trated article describing "The Day's Work of the Minister for 
Defence," Senator George Foster Pearce. 	Senator Pearce began 
life as a carpenter, who, by dint of close application and sound com-
mon-sense, acquired an exceptional knowledge that fitted him for his 
present position. 	A review of "King Albert's Book," and a series 
of short articles, in which Germany is put under the microscope, 
round out the war features of the issue. 

Should Australia's Half-Million Bachelors Be Taxed ?— The 
Bachelor Tax appears to be a very serious problem for Mr. J. B. 
Sharpe, Federal Member for Oxley, tells in "Everylady's Journal" 
for March that he intends bringing a Bill before Parliament for im- 
posing a tax on Australia's half-million bachelors. 	A number of 
prominent men are invited to offer opinions upon such a tax. The 
Lord Mayor, Sir David Hennessy, says that bachelors ought to be 
taxed, and that he has always advocated a Bachelor Tax in season 
and out. Mr. Carmichael, Minister of Public Instruction in New 
South Wales, says that there are better ways, both of raising revenue 
and of getting our young men married off. 	"The girls," he says, 
"have the remedy in their own hands. They have the vote—let 
them make proposals !" 	Among the descriptive articles there is a 
beautifully illustrated Nature-study by Charles Barrett, describing 
the adventures of some Australian bird-lovers; and a most sympathetic 
sketch of the Australian Voluntary Hospital by Katharine S. Prich-
ard. The Editor has, by condensing the first instalment of the new 
serial "K," made it possible for new readers to begin this fascinating 
story with this issue. 
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