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AT WAR. 

G REAT Britain is at war, and not only Great 
Britain, but the Empire of which she is the 
heart is at war, too 	The pessimists who de- 
clared that if England became involved in foreign 

	  troubles the colonies would leave her to work out 
her own salvation, to-day, we hope, realise the naked truth that 
the troubles of one member of the family are the troubles of all. 
Never has the phrase "Unity of Empire" meant as much as it 
means at this time. All the outlying portions of the Empire are 
vieing with each other in offering troops and substance to the 
Empire, and Australia yields to none in her devotion to the 
Motherland, to whom she owes her existence. 

The war in which we and our allies are engaged is recog-
nised throughout the Empire—we might say the civilised world—
as a struggle which, if we shirked, would stamp upon us through- 
out the ages the brand of infamy. 	We have no lust for terri- 
tory, no races of people to bring into subjection, no need for 
additional markets for our commerce. 	Our fight is for that 
righteousness which now, as in the days of old, exalteth a na-
tion, and, having pledged our honour to maintain the neutrality 
of Belgium, we are bound to repel the invader, be it any Power 
on earth. 	If the Empire had been a party to the violation of 
Belgium soil, and if we had deserted France, Great Britain her- 
self would, before long, become tributory to Germany. 	She 

[would 
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would richly deserve to find herself one of the smaller Powers of 

Europe. 	Till the last moment—yea, beyond it—Great Britain 
worked for peace, and the British Government exhausted every 
possible effort in its endeavours to avert war. 	The necessity of 

destroying once and for ever Prussian militancy which had be-
come a menace to the peace of the world was a task which had 
been growing for zo years, and which, sooner or later, had to 

be dealt with. 	Great Britain has said very little about the ex- 
tensive preparations she had made during recent years, and Ger-
many evidently thought that Britain had not the pluck to fight. 
Within a month of the declaration of war, however, Great Brit-
ain practically cleared the seas of German shipping, besides bot-
tling-up the fleet, which was, we understood, anxiously waiting 

for "The Day." 

From our English files the coolness of the people in Great 

Britain appears extraordinary. 	The British are, in grim earnest- 

ness, going to "see the thing through," and the Government, 
with the view to lessening unemployment, has given instructions 
that the public works in hand are to be pushed on. 	Further, 

that a Bill for the immediate expenditure of £4,000,000 for hous-
ing urban and rural districts is to be immediately introduced into 

Parliament. 	As the bank rate is almost normal, and money is 
plentiful, the First Commissioner of Works expresses his sincere 
hope that private individuals, companies, firms, and contractors 
will spare no effort to follow the policy of the Government in this 
matter as far as circumstances permit. 	As this result of the ac- 

ceptance of this policy, unemployment in England is very little 
above normal ; whilst master and workman, Liberal and Unionist, 
Ulsterman and Nationalist, are united in face of the common 

foe. 
What is Australia's duty? Believing that the war may not 

be over for some time at least, Australia is organising and drill-
ing its troops, and in a few days a portion of them will be on 
the way to Europe. The thousands of young fellows who have 
been enrolled comprise all ranks and conditions of life, and Aus-
tralia believes full well that they will prove themselves worthy 
Sons of Australia when fighting side by side with their comrades 
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from other parts of the Empire, the brave men of Belgium, the 
gallant troops of France, and, possibly, even with the mighty 
Cossack from the East. 

For those who remain in Australia our line of duty is clear. 
We are to remain calm and cool, and to see that building work 
is carried out, as far as possible, under normal conditions. 	As 
architects, we are to keep down the cost of our buildings and to 
inspire our clients with confidence; as contractors, we are to pro-
mote the commencement of new works by putting in tenders at 
a reasonable figure, and not with the view of making large profits ; 
as merchants, we are not to put the prices of our goods to famine 
rates; as workmen, we are to give a good day's work for a good 
day's pay. 

Our markets are almost normal, and British shipping with 
Australia is scarcely affected. 	The war will have, as one result, 
the passing of German goods out of the Australian build-
ing trade, even as German girders passed out years ago, because 
British and American manufacturers supplied a much superior 
article in rolled steel. 	We urge that the trade diverted from 
Germany shall be absorbed into that of the Empire, and, if every 
architect will do his duty in that direction, this ideal will be largely 
realised. 	Almost the only material which cannot be obtained 
from Great Britain is timber. 	The Baltic supplies are likely to 
be largely reduced, and there will be a "run" on Oregon deal, 
which timber is mostly used for carpentry and the framework in 
re-inforced concrete structures. We pointed out some few months 
ago that there was usually only about five months' supply of im-
ported timber in the Melbourne yards. Why cannot our Aus- 
tralian timber be more largely availed of ? 	For structural pur- 
poses, if these timbers are properly seasoned, they are admirable 
for carpentry. But small stocks—if even that term may be used 
—are kept, quite unseasoned, and scarcely if ever in lengths of 
over 18 feet, although lengths of 5o feet, even to 8o or 90 feet, 
may be seen any day in the forest sawmills. 

That our readers may gauge the feeling of those engaged in 
building at Home we give below, at some length, editorial notes 

I from 
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from "The Builder," "The Building News," "The Architect," 
and "The Architects' and Builders' Journal," each dealing with 
the war conditions suddenly thrust upon the nation. The articles 
breathe the fine spirit of determination to make the best of the 
conditions which have so suddenly arisen. 

"BUILDER" (August 7th, 1914). 
It is true that the wave of good trade which followed both 

the Franco-German War and the South African War in this 
country may not be our lot; but a greater sense of security and 
the relief from the burdens of excessive armaments may be the 
ultimate outcome of the present struggle. 

It is only from the standpoint which will be afforded us in 
the future that we can judge rightly of the present, and we may 
see that the present dark hour in Europe was necessary in its 
progress towards better things. 	For the present we can only 
be glad that party strife is silent, and that the nation shows 
its willingness to take its part of common burdens without flinch-
ing. 

We cannot yet tell what effect the present situation may 
have on the internal trade of the country, and more especially 
on the great industry of building. 	We shall probably have to 
face a certain restriction of activity in the field of building of a 
more or less speculative character; on the other hand, we should 
expect to see greater harmony prevail between the rival forces 
of labour and capital, and so adverse external influence may act, 
in a measure, for good. 	Nor shall we be able to import foreign 
building material with the usual freedom. 	Our timber supply 
may be partially curtailed or raised in price, and, if so, an ad-
ditional impetus will be given to fire-proof construction and 
methods. 	The curtailing of foreign supplies of manufactured 
iron and steel may give us a practical example of the effect of 
a tariff on manufactured goods, and will certainly afford our 
manufacturers help by eliminating rivalry and competition. 

Such may be some of the results of a political position which 
is without parallel in our times, and, though we cannot assume 
the role of the prophet, we think we may be justified in holding 
that there is no necessity for unmitigated pessimism, as there 
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is none for unwise optimism. 	It is necessary for the units who 
compose the nation to work on steadily in their various occupa-
tions, and the greatest help to our Government and armed forces 
is that civilians should pursue their avocations without panic and 
with energy and determination. 

We are continually finding in our daily life that the dangers 
and difficulties which we anticipate are not those which we 
actually have to meet, and that there are more things in heaven 
and earth than are dreamed of in our philosphy. 

"BUILDING NEWS" (August 7th, 1914). 

What effect will war have on the building trades? 	The 
obvious dictates of common-sense should bring them full work 
and prosperity that would be shared by hundreds of cognate 
industries, and bring lasting and profitable benefit to the whole 
country. 	The work is waiting. From all parts of the country 
for months past the cry of the shortage of houses has been ur-
gent, and the general prosperity of the past three years has ac-
cumulated capital which will instinctively turn to solid home 
investments. 	Land and houses never slump after the fashion 
which shut up the Stock Exchange last week, and gave us four 
Bank Holidays instead of one. 	One thing alone has hindered 
earlier recognition by capital of the opportunities afforded by real 
estate, and that has been the unfair and exceptional taxation of 
the investor and builder. We have at last been promised redress 
by Mr. Asquith. 	Surely that Bill could be passed as quickly as 
the Suspension of Payments Bill was passed last Monday? 
Capital that is likely to be shut out of other profitable fields for 
months to come would at once respond to the demands in so many 
directions for the support of all home investments, and this 
troublous time be consolingly remembered hereafter as a time 
of marked increase in our best national assets, and of full em-
ployment for the workers of the second great group of our na-
tional industries. 

If only, of course, the threatened war in the building trades 
is not provoked with the audacity and foolishness of certain 

[European 
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European potentates. 	When Britons and Irishmen are closing 
up their ranks, and forgetting or postponing all differences in 
face of the common peril, surely masters and men will get to 
work "as they were" at once, and agree to relegate all grievances 
to a more convenient period for their redress? At a time when 
national sacrifices of no small magnitude are likely to be de-
manded of all of us, there will be scant sympathy for out-of-works, 
idle thanks to their own obstinacy or foolish surrender to the wiles 
of mischevious agitators. The moment calls for the utmost con-
ciliation on the part of the masters and the promptest recognition 
by the men that the best principles of trade unionism demand 
reasonable determination that union funds shall not be exhausted 
by internecine strife at a time when the supreme duty of all of 
us is to husband our resources to the uttermost and to seize and 
improve in every way the opportunities of honest and profitable 

work still open. 

"THE ARCHITECT" (7th August, 1914). 

In the state of war in which our country is now involved, the 
duty of those of us who are not privileged to take our position in 
His Majesty's forces is clearly to pursue our ordinary avocations 
in an ordinary way as far as possible, to avoid panic ourselves, 
and to allay any tendency thereto in our neighbours. Necessarily, 
the European complication must affect largely and seriously the 
activity of the building trade even when the struggle between 
employers and workmen in that trade has been ended. We may, 
however, feel confident in the fact that the Government have not 
been caught napping, but have the situation well in hand, and 
have promptly taken proper precautions to resist attacks, and to 
minimise dangers affecting our finances, our food supply, and 
our national property. 	Our timber supply from the Baltic, for 
example, must cease for the time, but that from across the Atlantic 
may be relied upon at a minimum of increase in cost. 

We may feel confident that the spirit of unanimity which the 
crisis in our national affairs has evolved will extend to the build- 
ing trade, and that a modus vivendi will be found to at least put 
on one side for a time the dispute between the master builders 
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and the building trade unions, even as the more threatening con-
troversy in the affairs of Ireland has been shelved by the good 
sense and true patriotism of the Irish people. 	Surely the British 
workmen in our trade and their employers are no less cognisant 
of the necessity of closing our ranks. 

The part of civilians in the present circumstances is to keep 
going as far as possible the whole of our industries, and especially 
the largest of them, the building trade, so that the volume of un-
employment which war must necessarily involve may be kept to 
the smallest possible dimensions. 

The calm confidence that has been instilled into all of us by 
the admirable way in which the Government has handled the seri-
ous dangers with which we are threatened inspires the hope that not 
only will all public undertakings at present in progress be actively 
prosecuted, but that other means of furnishing employment will 
be found as soon as the building trade has composed its differ-
ences, if only by a temporary truce, and is ready to resume its 
normal activity. 

Not only have masters and men to do their duty, but manu-
facturers and merchants must also do tneir part and abstain from 
seizing the opportunity that the national difficulties present of ex-
torting increased profits by unnaturally inflated prices for ma- 
terial. 	Belgium may be too much engaged in resisting unwar- 
ranted aggression to send us steel, but the Government's plans for 
minimising war risks will keep down freights from the United 
States, and there should be no excuse for any great rise in the 
prices of material we can bring across the Atlantic. 

Architects can do their part by straining more than ever the 
efforts they constantly make to keep down the cost of the build-
ings they design, and their employers can help by cheerfully facing 
the prospect of the necessarily enhanced cost of building, which, 
however, if we all pull together need not be great, and will but 
be a small premium paid for assisting the country to ensure our 
future safety and independence. 

The duty of us all is to close up the ranks and keep things 
going. 

E" The Architects' 
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"THE ARCHITECTS' AND BUILDERS' JOURNAL (12th 

August, 1914). 

We cannot all bear arms, as most of us would wish to do, 
in vindication of our country's honour, and in upholding its 
noble traditions as the inveterate foe of tyranny and oppression. 
But upon all non-combatants there devolves a duty no less pa- 
triotic, if less exciting. 	It is that of keeping one's head, and of 
going about one's business as coolly and rationally as in time 
of peace. As Lord Crewe said in the House of Lords immedi-
ately after the declaration of war, "There is no reason, so far as 
we are able to see, why the life of the nation should not pursue 
its normal course" ; and, again, in the words of Lord Lansdowne, 
"It is the duty of every one of us, who has an opportunity of 
making his influence felt, to avoid any action which would have 
the effect of aggravating in any way the general alarm and un-
easiness which must inevitably prevail at such a moment as this." 
But such nervousness never lasts long in this country. 
Georgian architecure, in its plenitude and its placid beauty, 
was conceived and consummated in the midst of almost con-
stant warfare; and even while invasion by Bonaparte was an in-
stant possibility building went steadily on. 

That building will go on steadily now we are assured, not 
only by our past history, but by present indications. 	Our coun- 

try is rising to the occasion in business as well as in war. Prac-
tising architects with whom we have discussed the matter are 
elated at the fine spirit their clients are showing. Building owners, 
they tell us, are not merely calm ; they are confident to buoyancy. 
"Go on full speed ahead!" is the actual expression of more than 
one of them, and it may be taken as the mot d'ordre. 	It is the 
right patriotic spirit—best for ourselves and best for our country 
in its excellent moral and material effects. 

Our Government, our public authorities, and our corporate 
institutions are inspired by the same level-headed calmness and 

confidence. 	They are all acting, as well as talking, with the 
determination that the professional and business interests of the 
country shall suffer no degradation. There are grim necessities 
of the situation that are being met with admirable wisdom and 
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foresight. 	It is necessary to keep all the industries going as 
strongly as possible, not merely as a matter of pure business, 
which is in itself a point of the highest importance to our country's 
welfare and integrity, but also as a means of providing against 
the excessive unemployment which, in war time, might develop 
into a serious internal danger, hampering the Government in its 
operations both at home and abroad, Steady employment and 
a fairly contented populace are amongst the strongest guarantees 
of that unanimity and solidarity which is essential in maintaining 
the morale of our fighting men. 	Good business is always good 
patriotism. 

Grimmer still is the necessity to make adequate provision for 
the reception and care of the sick and wounded. This is a pain-
ful duty which will, we understand, be performed with all ex-
pedition and with that larger humanity which is a marked charac- 
teristic of our people, if not everywhere, of our era. 	We have 
unofficial information that architects, working in harmony with 
the Government, are developing a scheme which will ensure the 
efficiency of the large number of temporary hospitals that are 
to be immediately erected. 	It has been too commonly the prac- 
tice, during former wars, and especially in other countries, to 
"run-up" such buildings almost anyhow, and almost independently 
of architectural supervision, with the result that many of them 
have been pesthouses rather than sanatoria. 	This ghastly error 
is not to be repeated. 	It is hoped and believed that the hos- 
pitals and other buildings for our soldiers and sailors will be in 
every instance soundly and substantially constructed, and that 
special care will be taken to render them thoroughly sanitary. 

Government work alone will provide for some considerable 
time to come a large amount of employment for architects and 
builders, and will consume large quantities of materials—more 
especially, it may be assumed, those newer and lighter materials 
of construction which have already found favour for the construc- 
tion of schools. 	Even if these were of less obvious excellence, 
they would probably be used because of the possibility of a tem- 
porary shortage of timber. 	Sufficient labour should be avail- 

[able, 
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able, now that the employers and workmen have brought to an 
end a dispute that has endured too long, but which may, after all, 
turn out to have been a blessing in disguise, because work will 
be immediately resumed upon the many unfinished buildings which 
can no longer be neglected, and making up the arrears caused 
by so many months of idleness will tide us over what might have 
been a period of depression which, being attributed to the war, 
might have had a somewhat adverse influence on the optimistic 
and wholly courageous spirit in which the crisis should be, and 
is, being faced. 

Besides Government work, which, whether of permanent or 
emergency character, will no doubt go forward unceasingly and in 
full volume, there is sure to be a good deal of emergency work 
initiated, from patriotic motives, by local authorities and by volun- 
tary associations in various parts of the country. 	Where local 
authorities show any tendency to be lax in these matters, or any 
disposition to abandon or postpone works of public utility, it will 
be a positive duty on the part of local associations 
of architects to use all their influence in favour of 
increased rather than of diminishing building activity. 
It is the plain duty of every professional man, whether 
or not he is a member of any organisation, to preach everywhere 
the gospel of optimism ; and of the business man to call up his 
services of energy and resource and pursue his calling with un-
abated—nay, with increased vigour and enterprise. 
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N Tuesday evening, the 28th of July, the Fourth 

/ âc 	General Meeting of the Session was held at 8 
 «~ 

 
o'clock, in the Institute Rooms, under the Presi-
dency of Mr. H. W. Tompkins, there being a good 

GO~`~'• attendance. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and 

oonfirmed, the following correspondence was dealt with :- 
V. B. Trapp and Co., inviting members of the Institute to 

inspect the manufacture of three-ply wood at the works of Mr. A. 
Sturrock, Melbourne, at a date to be arranged. 	(The invitation 
had been accepted : the Library and Social Committee to make 
the necessary arrangements.) 

Department of Public Works, Perth, calling attention to the 
disintegration of Marseilles roofing tiles on the Government build-
ings in the coastal districts of Western Australia, and asking for 
a statement of experience with these brands of tiles in Victoria. 
(It was arranged that a slip be forwarded to each member of the 
Institute with the invitation to report observations.) 

Australasian Town Planning Tour, 1914, arranging for the 
delivery of two special lectures to Architects by Messrs. Davidge 
and Reade on 25th September and 2nd October respectively. 
(Further particulars would be given when the arrangements were 
completed.) 

Banish Association Luncheon.—Members were invited to at-
tend the Luncheon at the Town Hall on Tuesday, 18th August, to 
meet the Overseas' Members of the Engineering Section of the 
British Association. 	This would be the only chance of enter- 
taining their professional brethren, and the Institute of Engineers 
and the R.V.I.A. meant to give the visitors a right royal wel-
come. 

V. B. Trapp and Co., on behalf of the Northern Timber Pro-
ducers of Tasmania, thanking the R.V.I.A. for its services in con 
nection with the "Borer" trouble, which twelve months ago ter-
minated in a successful issue, and asking the acceptance of a 

[round 
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round table and four chairs, made of Tasmanian hardwood, as 
a memento, for the use of members in the new Institute Rooms. 

St. Petersburg Society of Architects and Artists, forwarding 
copy of its newly-published "Review,” and asking that, as an 
exchange, the journal of Proceedings of the R.V.I.A. be for- 
warded. 	(Exchange to be effected.) 

The Minister of Labour, stating, in reply to an inquiry, that 
the Scaffolding Bill which had been introduced into the Legisla-
tive Assembly was identical with a Bill previously introduced, but 
not finally disposed of when the preceding session closed. 	(An  

explanation of the situation was given by Mr. J. Little (F.), the 
representative of the R.V.I.A. on the Scaffolding Bill Conference 
along the lines of the article on pp. 133 and 134 of the July issue  

of the "Proceedings." 	-(It was resolved that, if the Master 
Builders' Association arranged, at once, a deputation to the 
Minister, the R.V.I.A. would join such deputation.) 

'Reports ana 3ournais 1Receivea from lttnbreb 
Institutes with Ebanks. 

 

"Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architects," Vol 

XXI., 3rd Series, Part 3. 
"University of London, School of Architecture at University 

College," Session MDCCCCXVIII-MDCCCCXIV. 
"Architectural Association Journal," June, 1914. 
"The Bristol Society of Architects Annual Proceedings," 

1912-1913. 
"Proceedings of the Devon and Exeter Architectural Society;" 

1913. 
"The Kalendar of the Cape Institute of Architects," Fifteenth 

Session, 1914-15. 
"Annuary of the American Institute of Architects," 1912. 

"Northern Architectural Association Report," Fifty-sixth 

Session. 
"Annali Della Societa degli Ingegneri e degli Architetti 

Italiani," Nos. 12, 13 and 14, 1914. 

"L'Architectura Italiana," No. 1o, 1914. 



General Meeting 

"Societe Centrale d'Architecture de Belgique," April, May 
and June, 1914. 

The Septic Tank.—It was reported that Mr. Boan, of the 
Victorian Railway Department, would give a paper on "The 
Septic Tank" at the Monthly Meeting on Tuesday, 27th October, 
when a very large attendance was requested. 	Mr. Boan's 
knowledge upon the subject of the Septic Tank was very ex-
tensive. 

'Registration of architects t[l. 
Before this Bill was prepared the President stated that he 

had interviewed the Minister of Public Works and had received 
from him every encouragement to proceed with the Bill. 	It had 
been suggested that before the Bill was submitted to Parliament 
a deputation, comprising the various public interests, should wait 
upon the Government and submit the claims of Registration of 
Architects upon grounds of public polity. 	It was well known 
that a large number of persons commenced practice as "archi-
tects," many having gained their experience at the expense of 
their clients—and then they passed away. 	It was to prevent 
the incursion of charlatans that registration was needed to pro-
tect the public from victimisation by either incompetent or dis- 
honest practitioners. 	It had been suggested that, amongst other 
bodies to be invited to join the deputation, the following be 
asked :- 

Victorian Institute of Engineers. 
Victorian Institute of Surveyors. 
Master Builders' Association. 
Property Owners' Association. 
Australian Health Society (Mr. Haddon). 
Victorian Medical A ssociation (Mr. Haddon). 
Chamber of Commerce (Mr. Henderson). 
Chamber of Manufacturers (the President). 
Municipal Association (Mr. Sydney Wilson). 

The draft of the Bill was then read by the Hon. Secretary, who 
explained its provisions and submitted the annotations and sugges-
tions made by the Institute's solicitor (Mr. J. C. Stewart). 

[A long 
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A long discussion then ensued, and, from the cordiality with 
which the proposals were received, it was evident that the action 
of the Council had met with the approval of members of the In- 
stitute. 	As soon as the Bill was drafted, it was arranged that 
copies should be sent to all the Institutes of Architects in the 
other States; also to the bodies whose support was to be asked, 
as well as to all members of the Institute. 

MR. SYDNEY H. WILSON (F.) moved : 
"That the proposals of the Council, embodied in th_ 

Registration Bill for Architects, as submitted, be 
adopted, and that the Council take the necessary steps 
to ensure the passing of the measure through Parlia-
ment." 

In seconding the resolution, MR. R. J. HADDON (F.) expressed 
his conviction that members were deeply indebted to the Council 
for the time they had occupied and the services they had rendered 
in the preparation of the measure, which, he hoped, would be a 
monument to their labour, this being the best reward. 

MR. JOHN A. B. KOCH (F.) supported the resolution, which 
on being put to the meeting, was carried unanimously amidst 
loud applause. 

menbeb Conbtttons of Contract. 
The President reported that recently the Master Builders' 

Association had asked that a Conference be held with the Council 
of the Institute to deal with Amended Conditions of Contract. 
The request having been granted, members of the Association 
laid before the Council amended conditions, and explanations were 
made upon the various clauses. 	It was many years since the 
conditions then in use had been adopted, and, although they had 
done good service, they were probably, in several respects, a little 

out-of-date. 	Since the Conference, the Council, at several sit- 
tings, had compared the current conditions with the proposed 
conditions. From the two sets it would, he thought, be possible 

to prepare a set of model conditions which should meet the needs 
of the day. That it would take some time to prepare these model 
conditions was, he thought, obvious. 	It would, of course, be 
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necessary to obtain legal assistance in the preparation of the 
conditions. Members might rest assured that the Council would 
do its very best, so that the rights of all parties might be clearly 
defined. 	At a later stage he hoped to report further progress, 
and before the conditions were adopted every member of the 
Institute would be furnished with a copy. 	The Council wel- 
comed suggestions from members in order that every possible 
contingency might be provided for. 

f 

Melbourne Vuilbing 1Regulations. 
The President reported that the copies of the proposed Mel-

bourne Building Regulations, which the Town Clerk had promised 
to forward, had not yet been received. 	As soon as they were 
to hand, the Building Regulations Committee would compare 
them clause by clause to determine whether the recommendations 
of the Institute, which had been adopted by the Conference, had 
all been included during the process of compilation. 

%octal tour. 
As this concluded the business, a Social Hour was spent;  

during which refreshments were served, after which the meeting 
was closed. 
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GENERAL MEETING. 

VERY largely-attended meeting—the fifth of the 
session 1914—was held on Tuesday evening, 25th 
August, in the Institute Rooms, 57-59 Swanston 
Street Melbourne, at 8 o'clock, the President (Mr. 
H. W. Tompkins) occupying the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and con-

firmed. 
The following correspondence was dealt with :- 

Queensland Institute of Architects, thanking the R.V.I.A. 

for a draft copy of the Victorian Registration Bill for Architects, 
and stating that it was more than probable that the Registration 
Bill for Queensland would be well supported by the Govern-

ment. 

Mr. M. Hannah, M.L.A., inviting members to inspect the 

exhibition of Australasian hardwoods on view at the State Parlia- 

ment House. 	(The Hon. Sec., Mr. J. Little (F.), reported that 
the exhibition was well worth an early visit, as the collection was 

likely to be soon disbanded.) 

The Lord Mayor's Patriotic Fund.—It was reported that the 

Council had forwarded the sum of 450 to the Lord Mayor's 

Patriotic Fund. 	As a strict reading of the Articles of Associa- 

tion seemed to imply that the Council had no power to donate 
sums of money for other objects than that of "Architecture," 

the Council called for a vote of ratification. 	A motion to that 

effect was carried unanimously on the motion of Mr. C. A. Cow-
per (F.), seconded by Mr. S. C. Brittingham (F.), with the great-

est enthusiasm. 

Election.—Messrs. Watts and Godfrey (FF.) having been 

appointed scrutineers, a ballot was taken in the application of 
Col. Percy Thomas Owen (Director-General of Public Works), 
John Smith Murdoch (Architect to the Department of Home 
Affairs) as Fellows. The candidates were declared to have been 

unanimously elected. 
Nomination.—James Fawcett, Architect of the Victorian 

Railway Department, was nominated for Fellowship. 

f 

• 
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R.V.I.A. Competitions, 1914.—It was reported that, upon 
the application of the Victorian Architectural Students' Society, 
the Council had extended the time for receiving drawings in all 
subjects until 12 o'clock (noon), Tuesday, 16th February, 1915. 
The extension had been granted because it was urged that, if 
the drawings were sent in at the usual period in November, the 
studies of those students at the University would be affected, or, 
conversely, University students would be unable to enter the 
competition. 	The postponed date will allow of the designs be- 
ing judged prior to the Annual Meeting of the Institute, which 
will be held on the 23rd February next. 

Town Planning Lectures.—Attention was called to the two 
special lectures, which would be illustrated by limelight views, 
on "Town Planning Practice," by Mr. W. R. Davidge, on Friday, 
25th September; and "The Garden City Movement," by Mr. C. 
C. Reade, on Friday, 2nd October, both to be delivered in the 
Independent Hall, Collins Street. 	These special lectures were 
to be delivered under the auspices of the Institute, and members 
were strongly urged to attend and to give their support to the 
Town Planning movement. The lectures have also been specially 
prepared for the benefit of Architects, Engineers and Surveyors, 
and will deal with the technical aspects of Town Planning. 

As the usual Monthly Meeting would not be held in Sep-
tember, members and students were particularly requested to 
make each of the above lectures successful by their attendance. 

Registration Bill.—The President reported that the draft 
Registration Bill had been submitted to the solicitor of the In-
stitute (Mr. J. C. Stewart), whose suggestions were then being 
dealt with by the Council. 	In a few days it was hoped the Bill 
would be ready for the printer, and each member of the Institute 
would soon be furnished with a copy. 

Conditions of Contract.—The President reported that the 
Council was busily engaged in dealing with the draft Conditions 
submitted by the Master Builders' Association. 	The prepara- 
tion of a set of Model Conditions would be a lengthy proceeding. 

[The 
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The Conditions of the Royal Institute of British Architects would 
be taken as a working basis. 

Building Regulations.—Copies of the draft Building Regula-
tions for the City of Melbourne had been received from the Town 
Hall. 	The Building Regulations Section of the Institute was 
examining the code to ascertain to what extent those Regulations 
were suitable for inclusion in the proposed Bill which would deal 
with the Building Regulations for the suburban municipalities. 



"

A 

 TOUR ROUND THE WORLD." 

Being Abstract of Lecture Delivered Before the R.V.I.A. on 
Tuesday, 25th August, 1914, by Christopher A. Cowper (F.) 

The Lecture was Illustrated by 14o Lantern Slides. 

HE tour which Mr. Cowper described included 
many lands, and the pictures illustrated varied 
scenes and incidents in the lives of widely dif- 
ferent people. 	South African views, includ- 
ing the beautifully-situated residence of the 
late Cecil Rhodes, were shown and greatly 
enjoyed—especially by those who had been to 

South Africa. A strong contrast was afforded by views of an 
"antediluvian" bullock-drawn street passenger sledge in one of 
the Streets of Funchal, Madiera, in Portugese territory, and the 
mammoth liner "Mauretania," by both of which the lecturer 

travelled. 	The pictures, mainly illustrative of peaceful rural 
scenes, lovely gardens, and historic battlefields. 	Some views 

taken at Waterloo were especially interesting on account of the 
war now raging in that vicinity. 

Italy was well represented by views, and those taken in 
Southern Italy served as excellent reminders of the comparative 
freedom from difficulty in the eternal struggle with Nature which 
our people who are settled on Australian land enjoy, as com-
pared with those who struggle for existence in the densely-packed 

[areas 
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areas of Europe. 	The views shown of Rome—ancient and 
modern—were much enjoyed, especially the modern work in the 
magnificent memorial of the late Victor Emmanuel. 	The lec- 

turer was fortunate in crossing the Alps during a snow storm 
which lasted three days, and the snow scenes obtained by him 
in Switzerland were very beautiful. 	Lucerne and its environs, 

lovely at all times, were seen at their best under a beautiful white 
mantle of snow, and one was reminded by the pictures shown 
of the late Queen Victoria's enthusiasm for "lovely Switzer- 

land." 
Among the most beautiful of the views was one taken in the 

Bois de Boulogne, near Paris, which won well-deserved applause. 
For pictures of intensely wild mountainous scenery, Canada 

was freely laid under tribute. 
The harvesting and storing of the huge grain crop of this 

country were also illustrated by some fine views of the huge ele-
vators which suck up the golden grain from steamers and rail- 

way trains placed along side of them. 	Even the islands of the 

Pacific were made to contribute to the evening's enjoyment, some 
views of Honolulu and Fiji being thrown on the screen. The 
best gems of the collection, however, reserved until near the close 
of the lecture, comprised a large number of absolutely beautiful 
pictures of life—rural life—especially that of England, Scotland 
and Wales. Many of these views, such as Stonehenge, Alnwich 
Castle, Trinity College, Cambridge, and Kenilworth, were charm-
ing ; but the most entrancing of all were those showing the peace-
ful beauty of rural England, the lecturer giving it as his opinion 
that "England is the most beautiful country in all this beautiful 

world." 
At the conclusion of the lecture the applause of the members 

showed the great pleasure they had derived from the lecture and 

views. 

THE PRESIDENT, in proposing a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Cowper, said that they had seen many fine exhibitions of pictures, 
but none so thoroughly enjoyable as the exhibition which they had 
just witnessed. The vote of thanks was carried by acclamation, 
and a social hour was spent, during which supper was served. 



AUSTRALASIAN TOWN PLANNING 
TOUR. 

NDER the auspices of the Royal Victorian Insti- 
tute of Architects, two special lectures were 
recently delivered in the Independent Hall, 
Collins Street. The President, Mr. H. W. 
Tompkins, took the chair on both occasions. 

The first lecture, given on Friday, 25th September, by Mr. W. R. 
Davidge, A.R.I.B.A., was under the title, "Town Planning in 
Practice." There was a large attendance, and the proceedings 
were graced by the presence of Her Excellency Lady Helen 
Munro-Ferguson and party from Federal Government House. The 
lecture was illustrated by about 120 lantern views, and included 
a vast amount of information, gathered from Great Britain and 
the Continent, America and Australia. On the last-mentioned 
continent, the information, mainly, was of a negative character. 
We hope, in a subsequent issue, to report Mr. Davidge's lecture 
at length. 

At the conclusion, on the motion of Mr. E. A. Bates (Vice- 
President), a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Davidge 
for his interesting lecture. 

Before a large attendance, the second lecture was delivered on 
Friday, 2nd October, by Mr. Charles C. Reade, the Organizer 
of the Tour, the subject being, ''The Garden City Movement." 
The limelight views in this case were numerous and varied in 
subject, and they also greatly enhanced the value of the presentation 
of the lecture. This lecturer showed forcible contrasts between 
what had been done abroad and what was urgently needed for 
Australia. 

[At 
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At the close of the lecture, 
kins) moved, and Mr. Sydney 
following resolution, which, 
was ordered to be transmitted 
Peacock, and the Press: 

"That the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects is of opinion 
that A TOWN PLANNING BILL for the State of Victoria is 
absolutely necessary, and if provision for same could be included 
in the Local Government Amendment Bill now before the State 
Parliament, it would prove of incalculable benefit to the State." 

On the motion of Mr. John Little, a hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded to the lecturer, who, after response, expressed his 
obligations to the Institute, and especially to the President, for 
his services in the chair. 
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the President (Mr. H. W. Tomp-
H. Wilson (F.) seconded, the 
being unanimously adopted, 

to the Premier, Sir Alexander 

r 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

EGISTRATION of Plumbers.—The Board of Public 
Health, under powers conferred by the Health Act, 
is contemplating a proposal for the Registration of 
Plumbers engaged in plumbing and gas-fitting. We 
are afraid that the proposal is not likely to be very 

successful, because good fortune has attended very few of 
the Board's ventures into the realms of compulsion. That 
there is need for some drastic measure concerning plumbers, and 
what may be called "plumbing," has been apparent amongst 
architects for many years. 	There has been in operation a sys- 

tem of registration for plumbers engaged in sanitary work un-

der the Metropolitan Board's Regulations for the last 15  years 

or so, and few complaints have been made regarding incom- 
petency or dishonesty in this class of work. 	The next class of 

plumbing is roof work, which may be said to be fairly well done 

as a rule. 	A heavy rain storm affords the best test for roofing 

plumbing. 	The work is not always subjected to a severe in- 
spection during construction, because so much is hidden, and 
it is, further, usually difficult of access. 	It is left for the gas- 

fitting plumber, however, to do the most shocking work. 
Whether it is dishonesty, or incompetency, or a blend of the 
two, is not always easy to determine. 	Pipes are too small ; 

fall is ignored ; provision for dealing with moisture is absent ; 
whilst we have seen lengths of compo. piping laid across ceiling 
joists without even battens to rest upon. 	A collection of speci- 

mens of compo. gas-fitting plumbing, which was exhibited before 
the R.V.I.A. some years ago by Mr. Thompson, the then Chief 
Engineer of the Metropolitan Gas Co., consisted of "choice" 
pieces of work collected whilst putting right defective installa- 

tions throughout the metropolitan area. 	It was the most awful 

exhibition we ever saw. We tried hard to convince our judgment 
that it was largely the work of amateurs, but without success, 
as the amateur, we now opine, generally leaves the work of gas- 

[fittings 
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fitting severely alone. 	Rascally gas-fitting is one of the meanest 

form of roguery. 	It results in injury to health and in leakage 
of gas—usually in the roof, where the leakage is not observable. 
The gas, of course, has to be paid for by the tenant. 	We our- 
selves came across a case of gross neglect some years ago, where, 
in front of a new suburban shop, a gas-point under an intended 
verandah was fixed by a gas-fitter but not plugged up at the 
time, as the lamp was not attached. 	The tenant coming into 
occupation had burnt gas for a week, when the meter reader 
found that over £6 worth of gas had passed through the meter 
during those few days. We took care to make that "plumber" 
pay for his negligence. Coming to our starting point, however, 
we wish the Board of Health good luck in its crusade against 
rascally "plumbing and gas-fitting." 

"May I take a few measurements?" asked the architect's 
assistant of a crusty tenant, when seeing about some alterations. 
"Yes, you may," was the reply, "but see that you don't take any-

thing else." 
"Some workmen were building a large brick tower, which 

was to be carried up very high. In laying a corner, one brick, 
either by accident or carelessness, was set a very little out of line. 
The work went on without its being noticed, but, as each course 
of bricks was kept in line with those already laid, the tower was 
not put up exactly straight, and the higher they built the more 
insecure it became. One day, when the tower had been carried 
up to about 5o feet, there was a tremendous crash. The build- 
ing had fallen, burying the men in the ruins. 	All the previous 

work was lost, the materials were wasted, worse still, valuable 
lives were sacrificed, and all from one brick laid wrong at the 
start." The above, which is from an August number of an 
English magazine, is evidently intended to show what may come 
of one bad habit whilst a character is being built. 	A redeeming 
feature in the illustration is that the men were killed, and the pity 
that contractor, clerk of works and architect were not included 

in the ruins. 	Had this collapse occurred in France, the architect 

would immediately have been arrested. 

168 
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The Date for Receiving Drawings in all subjects in the 
R.V.I.A. Annual Competitions, 1914, has been extended until 
Tuesday, 16th February, 1915. It is urged on behalf of com-
petitors that the month originally fixed (November) is the period 
when University Students in Architecture are particularly busy 
with their examinations. The Council of the Institute, being of 
opinion that the plea for postponement is reasonable, has fixed 
the date as late as passible, so that the awards may be declared 
at the annual meeting of the Institute, on the z3rd February, 
next year. It is earnestly hoped that there will be really good 
competition this year, as some of the work submitted in recent 
years has not been of the very highest standard. 

The British School at Rome.—Dr. Ashby, who was recently 
in Australia as a member of the British Association, has promised 
to bring under the notice of the Council, the representation made 
by the President of the R.V.I.A., that the time allotted to students 
in the Architectural competitions is too short to permit of designs 
being sent from Australia to London. Three months' transit time 
deducted from the period allowed for students in the heart of the 
Empire leaves toe limited a period in which to prepare designs 
by Australian students. Dr. Ashby has promised to do his best 
to• remedy the anomaly to which we have frequently called atten-
tion in our pages. 

"The Salon," in its relationship to the Royal Victorian Insti-
tute of Architects, has received from time to time the consideration 
of the Council of this Institute. The Institute, obviously, cannot 
make "The Salon" its official organ, because long before "The 
Salon" and its several predecessors existed, the "Journal of 
Proceedings" of the R.V.I.A. was well established, and it is 
generally recognized has had a successful career. In order, how-
ever, that Victoria may be represented in the pages of "The 
Salon," the Council of the R.V.I.A. has appointed Mr. John 
Little—its Hon. Secretary—its Victorian contributor to the 
monthly issues. The action taken is, we think, eminently reason-
able, and will be evidence of the existence of the Federal spirit 
which is so strong amongst Australian Architects. 

[Vandalism 
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Vandalism.—War may be responsible for bringing out some 
of the best traits of character, but it is absolutely certain that 
it brings out some of the worst. Leaving alone—for our present 
purpose—the outrages which the Germans have committed upon 
those unfortunate people who have fallen into their hands, we 
cannot but ask why they have wantonly destroyed some of the 
finest buildings in Belgium and France. One would have thought 
that the spirit of ghoulish excess had exhausted itself after a 
first bombardment, but building after building for the second time 
has suffered additional outrage. Liege, Louvain, Namur, and 
other places in Belgium, together with Rheims and other cities in 
Northern France, have been destroyed in a manner which we 
would not have thought possible even amongst savages. It is 
poor consolation to be told that the destruction will be charged 
for in the indemnity which will be demanded. The buildings de-
stroyed can never be replaced, and the world is the poorer for 
their loss. When the Allies are on the march to Berlin, the 
temptation to serve German buildings, as the Germans have 
served those of Belgium and France, may be too human to be 
put on one side, and Germany will richly deserve to suffer all it 
may get for its savage conduct of the war. 

The Competition for Parliament Houses, Canberra, has been 
indefinitely postponed, and the Minister for Home Affairs (Mr. 
Archibald) has cabled to Sir George Reid, the High Commissioner 
in London, to that effect. The Royal Victorian Institute of Archi-
tects had resolved to protest to the Government concerning an 
Austrian having been appointed a member of the Board of Adju-
dication. The day after the resolution had been passed, however, 
and before it was sent to the Government, the President of the 
R.V.I.A. was asked by the Minister to confer with him as to the 
desirability or otherwise of holding the competition, in view of the 
war in Europe. Other matters were then opened up. 
Then the composition of the present, or any future, Board of 
Adjudicators was discussed, and the R.V.I.A. President was in-
formed by the Minister that in view of the fact that designs could 
not be obtained from Belgium, France, Russia, Austria and 
Germany, the competition was indefinitely postponed. It was 
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stated in conversation that when normal conditions are resumed, 
the conditions of competition might be varied, especially that con-
cerning the adjudication of designs. In our opinion revision of 
this condition will be absolutely necessary, because even later on 
the appointment of a member, who can only be described as "one 
of the enemy," shows at once that the composition of the intended 
Board was originally formed on wrong lines. Now that the com-
petition is put on one side for the present, at any rate, as repre-
senting the Architects of Australia, we ask why Australian com-
petitions cannot be adjudicated upon on Australian soil? The 
Presidents of the six Australian Institutes at the conference on 
June 2nd last, urged that this course be adopted in subsequent 
competitions promoted by the Government, and we see no reason 
whatever why the suggestion cannot be adopted in this competi-
tion. It would be easy enough if London judges were appointed 
as adjudicators, to bring them out to Australia. They would, on 
arrival, deal with the designs with minds free from any local 
bias. If these conditions are to be thrown into the melting pot, 
we hope that the new conditions will be based upon lines accept-
able to the Architects of Australia—(which is more than can be 
said concerning the recent conditions) as well as to Architects 
abroad. The Minister is, we believe, prepared to consider any 
suggestion for amended competition which the Institutes of Ar-
chitects in Australia may make. It is, of course, well known 
that the conditions of the late competition were not submitted 
to the Australian Institutes for approval or amendment. These 
bodies (which have been notified of the new situation) are not 
likely to take any responsibility for the present situation—which 
was never satisfactory—but has since been intensified by the 
war. 

The Seasoning of Timber is again being brought into public 
notice, and it appears that the Minister of Forests (Mr. Brown) 
considers that time seasoning gives the best results, whilst the 
Australian Forest League—if its attitude be correctly reported—
is embarrassed by the Minister's attitude. From this we conclude 
that the Association is in favour of the kiln seasoning treatment, 

[which 
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ROYAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
 HOUSING OF THE PEOPLE. 

T the sitting of this Commission on xith August, 
Mr. John Little gave evidence as to the attitude 
of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, as 
expressed in resolutions passed during the last 
few months. He also submitted a proposal for 

building model dwellings for working people. Dealing with the 
Institute, he said that this body was opposed to the minimum 
allotment, as the adoption of that proposal would play into the 
hands of land-owners. Land in itself was a fixed commodity, and 
the buyers of cottage blocks were many—and the facility for transit 
into the outer districts was limited. There would be, if the pro-
posal as to size of blocks was enforced, an undue rush for the 
inner suburban blocks for better class houses, whilst on account 
of both price and size of block, the working man would not be 
able to purchase land on which to build his house. The Institute 
also objected to the proposal that a habitable room should contain 
a certain number of cubic feet. This method of computation was 
fraught with the danger that a room might have a very small 
area and an undue height. Modern Architects preferred a larger 
area with less height than had been customary in Australia, 
whilst they relied upon better lighting and ventilation than was 
generally provided, until, at any rate, quite recently. They fur-
ther protested against the inspection of private houses to deter-
mine whether there were more than a certain number of people 
sleeping in each bedroom. Any visit with this object, it was 
maintained, was a violation of the liberty of the subject. They 
objected also to the formation of new "rights-of-way" in plans 

[of 
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of future sub-division. The necessity for a right-of-way was 
simply an exploded fallacy. They asked for uniformity of Building 
Regulations in the various metropolitan municipalities. Why 
should Fitzroy have one set of Regulations, and Collingwood, 
which adjoined it, another? They recognized that in the City of 
Melbourne itself houses unfit for habitation were condemned, but 
were of opinion that in some of the suburban municipalities, 
laxity in this direction was often shown, with the result that 
slum areas were gradually being formed. These areas were, as 
yet, small, and could be easily dealt with. If legislative powers 
were not sufficient, Parliament should extend this power, so that 
municipalities could deal effectively with the slum area question. 
It must not be forgotten that Architects had been no party to 
the formation of slum areas. The houses built in these areas 
were due to the jerry builder and the absence of effective Regula-
tions. At the request of the Chairman (Mr. Sally, M.L.A.), he 
dealt at length with the proposed Registration Bill for Architects, 
and explained the necessity for, and the provisions of, the Bill. 
Mr. Sternberg, M.L.C., urged that not Melbourne alone, but the 
country towns also, such as Ballarat and Bendigo, should be pro-
vided with better houses and up-to-date Building Regulations. 
Mr. Little, the first witness who had any constructive proposal 
to lay before the Commission, then explained at length some pro-
posals of his own—for the resumption of a two-acre block of 
land in one of the inner suburbs, and the erection on such block 
of 28 model semi-detached cottages, consisting of living-room, 
kitchen, and bedroom below, and two bedrooms on the upper floor; 
together with a bathroom, laundry, W.C., and fuel shed in the 
rear. Each cottage would be on land 28.2 frontage by 8o ft. in 
depth. These cottages, all facing the main streets, would house 
a population of i4o persons. The entire block, including half of 
the one-chain enclosing streets, would have an area of 2.995 
acres, with a population thus computed of 46.74 to the acre. 

In the middle of the block there would be over half an acre 
devoted to children's playground and shelter; total size, 8o ft. x 
45 ft., with a recreation lawn of similar size, divided by a pond 
formed in concrete, about 6 in. deep, for swimming boats upon 
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and paddling in. Shrubs would be planted along the sides of the 
recreation grounds, and the witness was of opinion that the men 
folk of the block would keep their grounds in good condition. 
The outside laundry to each house would contain a bath, so that 
a man coming home from dirty work could bathe and change his 
clothes before entering the house proper. A. tender from a reliable 
builder for £245  per house was handed in. Fencing would cost 

£g additional. The total cost of house, fencing and land would 
amount to £340, giving a gross return of 8 per cent. if the 
house were let at io/6 per week (a very low rent), or a net return 
of 6i- per cent. The witness stated that for the outer suburbs he 
would provide a greater area of land for each house. In the pre-
sent proposal he was dealing only with a congested area. 
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ARCHITECTS' REGISTRATION ACT. 

RAFT OF AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

REGISTRATION OF ARCHITECTS Qualified 

to practise in the State of Victoria. 

Be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council and Legis-
lative Assembly of Victoria in Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows 
Short Title. 

i. This Act may be cited as the "ARCHITECTS' REGIS-
TRATION ACT." 
Interpretation. 

2. In the construction of this Act, unless the context other-
wise indicates, the following terms shall have the respective mean-
ings hereby assigned to them, that is to say 

(a) "THE BOARD." The Architects' Registration Board 
appointed under the provisions of this Act 

(b) "ARCHITECT." A person registered as an "Archi-
tect under this Act. 

(c) "PRESCRIBED." Prescribed by this Act or by any 
Regulations made thereunder. 

Constitution of Board. 
3. There shall be a Board to be called the Architects' Regis-

tration Board of Victoria, consisting of seven persons, the first 
members of which shall be appointed by the Governor in Council, 
and shall hold office for one year. 

Any vacancy caused by the death or retirement of any such 
member before the expiration of one year shall be filled by the 
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appointment by the Governor in Council of a member to such 
olnce for the balance of the term. 

Election and Appointment of Board. 

4. After the first year five of the members of the Board 
shall be Architects in practice elected by the Architects whose 
names are in the Register, and the other two shall be appointed 
by the Governor in Council, and the members so elected and ap-
pointed shall hold office for three years. 

Provided that any person elected or appointed to fill a 
vacancy caused by the death or retirement of a member before 
the expiration of his term of office shall only hold office for the 
balance of such term. 

President. 

5. The Board shall elect one of its members to be the Presi-
dent of the Board. 

Duties of Board. 

6. The duties of the Board shall be as follows :— 

(t) To frame Regulations. 
(a) Regulating the method of electing the elective members 

of the Board. 
(b) Regulating their own proceedings. 
(c) Regulating the conditions of admission to the Register 

of Architects, the issue of certificates, and the fees 
chargeable therefor. 

(d) Regulating the course of training and the conduct of 
examination and the remunerations of examiners (if 
any). 

(e) Defining the duties of Architects. 
(f) Regulating the admission to the Register of the names 

of persons already in practice as Architects at the 
passing of this Act. 

(g) Fixing the fees payable by persons registered, or 
applying to be registered or otherwise, and which 
shall not exceed £3 3s. per annum. 

[(h) Fixing 
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(h) Fixing the schedule of fees chargeable by Architects. 
(2) Regulating the appointment of examiners to conduct 

examinations of persons desiring to be registered, and 
fixing the places where, and the time when, examina-
tions shall be held. 

(3) Regulating the appointment of a Registrar, and such 
other officers as it may think fit for the purpose of this 
Act, and to fix their remuneration. 

(4) Prescribing for the trial and suspension of any Archi-
tect, or the removal of his name from the Register, for 
disobeying the rules and regulations of the Board, or 
for any professional or other misconduct, and providing 
for the imposition of monetary penalties for such mis-
conduct, and also for the restoration to the Register of 
the name of any Architect so removed. 

(5) Providing for the issue or cancellation of certificates 
and generally for the performance of any other act or 
duty which may be necessary for the due and proper 
carrying out of the provisions of this Act. 

Regulations to be Published. 

7. All Regulations so made shall be subject to the approval 
of the Governor in Council, and shall be published in the "Ga-
zette," and shall take effect from the date of publication, or from 
each later date as may be specified in such regulations. 

Registration of Name Removed. 

8. Any Architect who is aggrieved by any decision of the 
Board directing the removal of his name from the Register may 
appeal therefrom to the Supreme or County Court, provided his 
application is made within six months after the notification of 
such decision to such Architect. 

Qualifications for Registration. 
g. Any person who claims to be registered under this Act 

may be so registered if such person 
(a) Hold some uncancelled recognised certificate, as here-

inafter defined, and satisfies the Board of his good 
character. (The term "Recognised Certificate" means 

i 
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a certificate, diploma, degree, licence, letters, testi-
monial, or other document of title, granted by some 
University, College, or other public or chartered in-
stitution, in a British possession or foreign country, 
which is recognised by the Board as entitling the 
holder thereof to practice architecture in such posses-
sion or country, and as furnishing sufficient guarantee 
of the possession of the requisite knowledge and skill 
for the efficient practice of Architecture) ; or 

(b) Has attained the age of 23 years, and has for a period 
of one year before the passing of this Act been bona 
fide exclusively engaged in Victoria in the practice of 
Architecture and has made application for registration 
to the Board within six months after the commencer 
ment of this Act ; or, 

(c) Has attained the age of 25 years, and has been ex-
clusively engaged during a period of not less than 
seven years in the acquirement, in a manner deemed 
satisfactory by the Board, of professional knowledge 
in Architecture, and who has made application for 
registration to the Board within six months from the 
commencement of this Act ; or, 

(d) Has attained the age of 25 years, and has been en-
gaged during a period of not less than five years in 
the acquirement, in a manner deemed satisfactory by 
the Board, of professional knowledge in Architecture, 
and has passed an examination according to the pre-
scribed regulations ; or, 

(e) Has attained the age of 21 years, and shall have been 
a pupil or apprentice for a period of not less than four 
years to an Architect or Architectural practitioner en-
titled to be registered under this Act, and has had two 
years' further experience, to the satisfaction of the 

th!e 
 Board, and has passed an examination according to 

prescribed regtlations, 

[Fees;; 
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Fees and Financial Statement. 
ro. All fees and penalties shall be paid to the Board, who 

shall apply same towards the payment of expenses connected with 
the carrying out of the provisions of the Act, and payment of 
salaries of the officers of the Board. The Board shall, as soon 
as practicable, after the 3rst of December in each year, publish 
a financial statement, made up to that date, and showing the 
receipts and expenditure, including the liabilities of the Board 
during the year, which statement shall be certified as correct by 
an accountant, who shall be a Government Auditor. Any sur-
plus moneys to be applied at the discretion of the Board for 
Architectural educational purposes. 

Register. 

r r. The Board shall, on payment of the prescribed fee, 
caused to be entered in a Register in the prescribed manner the 
full names and addresses of all Architects admitted to registra-
tion, with the dates, description of qualifications, for which regis-
tration is granted, and all other prescribed particulars, and shall 
transmit, in the month of February in each year, and at such 
other times at the discretion of the Board, a certified copy of such 
Register to the Chief Secretary, who shall cause the same there-
upon to be published in the Government "Gazette" ; a copy of 
such "Gazette" shall be prima facie evidence in all legal pro-
ceedings that the persons mentioned therein are the only persons 
registered according to the provisions of this Act. 

All fees shall be payable on or before the 1st day of February 

in each year. 

Penalty on Unregistered Persons Using Title, Etc. 

12. From and after the 	 day of 

One thousand nine hundred and 
no person shall take or use the name or title of Architect (either 
alone or in combination with any other word or words, save only 
that of Naval Architect), or any name, title, or description imply-
ing that he is registered under this Act, or leading to the belief 
that he is qualified to practise as an Architect as aforesaid, or 
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shall practise as an Architect for reward, unless his name is duly 
registered in accordance with the Act. Any person offending 
against this section shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Lao 
for every such offence, and to a further penalty of LI  for every 
day during which such offence is continued 

None but Registered Persons to Recover Charges. 

13. After the 	 day of 
One thousand nine hundred and 	 , no person 
shall be entitled to sue for or recover any charge in any court 
of law for any professional services rendered as an Architect in 
respect of instructions received subsequent to the above date, 
unless he is registered under this Act. PROVIDED ALWAYS 
that nothing herein shall prejudice the right of professional mem-
bers of the Victorian Institute of Engineers, the Victorian Insti-
tute of Surveyors, and the Institute of Municipal and Shire En-
gineers, or such other body and bodies as the Board may, with 
the sanction of the Governor in Council from time to time, 
exempt from the operation of this section, to recover charges for 
work of any kind falling within the duties of their calling. 

No Certificate to be Valid Unless Persons Signing be Registered. 

14. After the 	 day of 
One thousand nine hundred and 	 , any cer- 
tificate required by custom from, or given by, an Architect shall 
be invalid unless the person signing the same be duly registered 
under this Act. 

Penalties for Falsification of Register or Other Frauds on the 
Act. 

15. Any Registrar or other person who wilfully makes, or 
causes to be made, any false entry in, or by any other means 
falsifies the Register, and any person who wilfully procures, or 
attempts to procure, himself or any other person to be registered 
under this Act by making or producing, or causing to be made 
or produced, any false or fraudulent representation or declara-
tion, either verbally or in writing, and any person aiding or 

[assisting 
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assisting therein, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and shall 
on conviction be liable to be imprisoned with or without hard 
labour for any term not exceeding twelve months 

Power to Examine Witnesses. 
i6. The Board may, for the purposes of this Act, examine 

any person upon oath, or take from him a statutory declaration, 
and if any person wilfully makes any false statement upon such 
examination, or in such declaration, or utters, or attempts to 
utter, or put off as true before the Board any false, forged, or 
counterfeit certificate, diploma, license, letter, testimonial or 
other document or writing, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, 
and shall on conviction be liable to be imprisoned for any period 
not exceeding twelve months. 

Offences and Penalties. 
17. All informations for offences against this Act shall be 

laid by the Registrar of the Board, or some other person ap-
pointed by the Board for that purpose, and all penalties when 
recovered shall be paid to the Board for the purpose of this Act. 



(From "The Architects' and Builders' Journal.") 

HE propriety of introducing blind windows as 
decorative features of a facade has often been 
questioned. 	This subject cannot be discussed 
with advantage unless we depart altogether from 
the traditions of controversy which Ruskin es- )` ~J 	
tablished, for it is utterly impossible to arrive at 

valuable conclusions upon aesthetic matters in the heated atmo-
sphere of a debate where Pharisaical denunciation takes the place 
of argument, and where no difference of opinion can ever be ac-
companied by the mutual respect of the disputants. To contend, 
as Ruskin did, that men of genius and of known integrity such 
as Christopher Wren, for instance, or Bramante, or Sangallo. 
who, in a spirit of abnegation, devoted their lives to the science 
of architecture, were guilty of a moral offence in that they chose 
upon occasion to employ blind windows is to display not only 
amazing arrogance of temper, but obliquity of vision. 	Ruskin' 
attitude towards the great masters of Classic architecture was that 
of a pedagogue scolding little boys who have been caught red • 
handed in some petty act of cheating. 

We shall see whether this particular offence against archi-
tectural propriety—if, indeed, it be an offence—is confined to those 
buildings whose style is derived from Greece and Rome, or 
whether it does not occur to a much greater extent in those very 
structures which our Mediaevalists call upon us to admire. Per-
haps we shall find that the pot has been calling the kettle black 
or we may discover a new application for the analogy of the mote 

[and 
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and the beam. It is not our intention, however, to bring charges 
of moral turpitude against those who employ or refuse to employ 
any special architectural feature. 	Discussions upon topics such 

as the present are seldom profitable unless the protagonists upon 
both sides are willing to assume, with Plato, that there is no 
such thing as wickedness, but only want of knowledge. 

The ordinary use of the blind window is to complete a pat 
tern which otherwise would be interrupted in a most unpleasant 
manner, and to give homogeneity to the different facades of a 

building. 	It often occurs that a corner house has windows on 
one side but not on another, but it hardly looks well for it to pre-
sent a perfectly blank wall towards one of the streets which pass 
it ; and if the houses adjoining and opposite the blind side are 
all of the normal fenestrated type it would almost appear as an 
act of discourtesy if any particular corner mansion chose, as it 
were, to turn its back upon a highway which is not an alley, but 
a residential street of some pretensions. 	In such instances as 

this the problem is solved by introducing sham windows which, 
by means of architrave and bracketed sills, can often be made 

quite decorative. 	The stucco quarters of London provide count- 
less examples of this special kind of architectural good manners, 
and it is an unfavourable comment upon the present age that these 
sham windows have gone completely out of fashion and that in 
our new town houses there is often a complete disregard of such 

social amenities. 	Even worse than the blank wall suddenly in- 
truding itself at the corner of a street is the wall of a house 
which is punctuated by windows which are in irregular configura-
tion. Our polite eighteenth-century forefathers would never have 
tolerated a facade on which there were five windows in the first 
storey and only three on the second storey, leaving a blank wall 
above two of the lower ones. It may have been necessary that 
the rooms on the one floor should have more light than those of 

the other, but this is no excuse for the house presenting an aspect 
which irresistibly reminds one of a man some of whose front teeth 
have been knocked out. The obvious and correct thing to do is 
to complete the pattern by introducing blind windows, which give 
the building the quality of repose and thus satisfy the eye. Hun- 
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dreds of houses in the West End of London have their sides so 
elegantly treated that nobody would notice on casually passing 
them that there was any lack of symmetry in the arrangement 
of their apertures. The purists who would on no occasion deign 
to employ such a feature as a blind window resemble very closely 
those disagreeable fanatics who, when present at a social function, 
would stoutly refuse to tell the whitest of white lies. 	In fact, 
they are just boors—and very stupid ones, too, and there is nothing 
more to be said about them. 

Blind windows have also an important architectural function 
to perform when it is found necessary to design a building which 
is top-lit or which for some reason or other is not lit from the 
outside walls. 	If the facade were absolutely blank, or even 
decorated by a columnar treatment, there might be nothing to 
show that the rooms behind were frequented by people at all ; 
it might present the appearance of a granary or some great store- 
room. 	The presence of a blind window, however, never fails 
to indicate that the structure is a habitable one. 	The wall of 
many a picture gallery, market house, or prison is rendered more 
expressive by the judicious employment of such a feature. The 
facade of a market that has a slight projecting bay at each end 
in which there is a sham window, perhaps enclosed with an arch, 
is not only more agreeable to the eye than is a long, plain wall 
but is endowed with a more appropriate character than the latter 
could ever give it. 	A habitable building must not present the 
aspect of a solid and dull impenetrability. 

The present is a strange period in which it is necessary to 
defend a legitimate architectural device that has been used by 
the great masters of the past with the happiest effect. Unfortun-
ately, many aesthetic theorists have inherited a body of false doc-
trines, propounded by men who, living at a time of great indus-
trial expansion and scientific discovery, translated into the realm 
of art standards of value which belong by right to the realm of 
engineering. 	That is why they hold up for our admiration a 
species of building in which architectural forms have been de- 
termined by engineering necessities. 	But in praising the truth- 

[fulness 
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fulness of construction that they believed was characteristic of 
a Gothic church, they overlooked one very common element oc-
curring in such churches, an element in which a sad lack of truth- 

fulness is displayed. 	While they found it difficult too severely 

to stigmatise the "insincere;' architecture which arrived with "the 
foul torrent of the Renaissance," they forgot to mention, or else 
they omitted to notice, the appalling "insincerity" of the Gothic 
builder, who made a practice of employing sham windows not 
only on the flanks of churches and on their towers, but even on 

the solid buttresses. 	So it is not for the medievalist to pour 
scorn upon the delicate stucco houses whose only fault seems to 
be that their architects, by never permitting an incomplete pat-
tern of fenestration to obtrude upon our notice, have shown an 
unusual anxiety to please the passer-by. 	If, however, we are 

obliged to discuss the matter in terms of degrees of moral rest: 
tude, it may be pointed out that more culpability rests with those 
architects who not only used blind windows, but scandalously 
abused them. The exterior of King Henry VII.'s chapel, West. 
minster Abbey, may be quoted as an example of such abuse. The 
whole wall surface is covered with sham windows so small that 
they give it an appearance of triviality. 	This may be regarded 

as one of the chief defects of the style. The Gothic designer hav-
ing very few decorative motifs at his disposal, and no columnar 
system which can be applied to give interest to blank walls, is 
compelled to produce ad nauseam forms which have their origin 

in fenestration. 	Many Gothic tombs and monuments are par 
ticularly offensive in that they are covered with tiny little blind 
windows more appropriate to a toy model than to a serious work 

of architecture. 	They are only two legitimate uses of such a 
feature as a blind window; it may be employed to give symmetry 
to a facade which otherwise would appear incomplete or one-sided . 
and it may also be of great service in helping to impart the ap-

propriate character to a building. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE EROSION OF MARBLE. 

To the Editor of the R.V.I.A. "Journal of Proceedings." 

Yours faithfully, 
JOHN GIBSON. 

Collins House, 36o Collins Street, 

Melbourne. 

22nd September, 1914. 

Dear Sir,— 

HE erosion of marble used for the exterior decora-
tion of buildings in Melbourne has, in a recent 
discussion (see page 122 ante), been attributed to 
attrition by dust particles impinging against the 
exposed surfaces. 

Although this may, to some small extent, be the cause, the 
wasting is probably attributable to more potent chemical reac- 
tions. 	It is well known that water containing carbonic acid 
gas has a solvent action upon carbonate of lime, the component 
of marble. 	Rain, in its descent through the air, collects large 
quantities of this gas, more particularly in cities, and it is, there-
fore, to be reasonably assumed that this is the principal destruc-
tive agent. 

Again, the air in all cities contains a quantity of sulphurous 
and sulphuric acid, which, likewise, attacks the carbonate of lime 
(marble), forming sulphate of lime. 

The probabilities are that, in the first instance, the softer por-
tions of the marble are dissolved by rain water and sulphuric acid, 
leaving fragile serrated or pulverulent surfaces, which are after-
wards removed by the attrition of dust particles carried by strong 
winds. 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

IN CE the last issue of the Journal of Proceedings 
the Society has held the following meetings :-
On II th August a paper was read by Mr. Arthur 
Williams on the "Influence of Lighting and Ven-
tilation on the Design of Buildings." The dis- 

cussion which followed brought out many useful points in 
design of light areas in city buildings. 

Owing to Mr. Gawler's unfortunate illness, we were unable 
to have his address on "Whether We are Justified in Using 
Historical Forms in Designing Modern Buildings," which was 
to have been given on 8th September. The meeting was therefore 
adjourned, and a number of the members went on to a very in-
teresting lecture on "Wireless Telegraphy," which was delivered 
on the same evening at the University Engineering School. 

Owing to the unsettled conditions due to the war, the pro-
jected week-end excursion to Ballarat in the middle of August 
had to be postponed indefinitely. 

The attendance at the University classes for third term num-
bers 3o. We wish the men all success with their approaching 

examinations. 
The following six members of the V.A.S.S. volunteered for 

the first Australian Expeditionary Force :—G. H. Earp, Hugh 
Peck, Roy Cutler, A. W. Keown, F. H. Noakes, John Fulton. 
They take with them the Society's best wishes. 

ARTHUR WILLIAMS. 

the 
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