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R♦ V.I.A. DINNER. 

E have no authority for describing the dinner given 
by the Institute at the Oriental Hotel on 25th No-
vember, as the "annual dinner," because we re-
member that the previous dinner was given in 

May, 'got. 	On the latter occasion the institute 
welcomed the delegates to the Interstate Conference for bringing 
into existence the Federal Institute of Architects. 	Although the 

effort was premature, an excellent fraternal feeling was brought 
about instead, which we are hopeful will bear much fruit in days 
to come. Our dinner a few weeks ago, however, was so suc-
cessful that we feel certain it is likely to be the precursor of many 
others, and therefore we will at once give it a foremost place 

amongst the festive functions of the Institute. 
The dinner also afforded the opportunity of returning the 

civic and other courtesies which are bestowed upon the officers of 
the Institute from time to time. 	The lower dining hall at the 
Oriental Hotel, Collins-street, proved admirably suitable for the 
function, which was attended by a large number of members, who 
with their friends and the guests of the Council, numbered a large 
company, every available seat being occupied. 

The President of the Institute (Mr. Anketell Henderson, 

M.C.E.) was supported by 
The Lord Mayor of Melbourne (Cr. Hennessy), 
Mr. H. Gyles Turner (Chairman of Trustees of National Gal-

lery), 
[Mr. 
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Mr. Owen Williams (Chamber of Commerce), 
Mr. A. Capper Moore (President Chamber of Mines), 
Col. Owen (Commonwealth Director-General of Works), 
Col. Watson (Victorian Government Architect), 
Mr. Frank Tate (Director of Education), 

Mr. C. E. Oliver (Engineer-in-Chief M. and M. Board of 
Works), 

Mr. J. T. Goodwin (Victorian Institute of Surveyors), 
Mr. Clements Langford (President Master Builders' Associa- 

tion), 
Mr. D. L. Stirling (Joint Rooms Committee), 

along with representatives of the press and many others. 	The 
Vice-Presidents (Messrs. Percy Oakden and H. W. Tompkins), 
and the Hon. Secretary (Mr. John Little) were at the head of 
their respective tables, the general arrangement of tables being 
that of a capital "E." Apologies were received from— 

Mr. W. H. Kelly (Hon. Minister of Home Affairs), 
The Hon. W. Watt (Premier of Victoria), 
Mr. Carre Riddell (Chairman of the Melbourne and Metro-

politan Board of Works), 
Mr. John Clayton (Town Clerk), 
Dr. MacFarland (Vice Chancellor of the Melbourne Univer-

sity), 

Professor Skeats (President Australasian Institute of Mining 
Engineers), 

Mr. Norton Grimwade (President of the Melbourne Chamber 
of Commerce), 

Col. Monash (President Victorian Institute of Engineers). 
After dinner, the menu card for which had been designed by Mr. 

R. J. Haddon, the toast of His Majesty the King having been 
honoured, a congratulatory telegram from the Tasmanian Insti-
tute of Architects was read, and the President announced that 
he would reciprocate the good wishes on the following day. The 
President, in proposing the toast of the "Federal and State Parlia-
ments," said :—"The Institute was to be congratulated upon the 
very large attendance that evening, which was indicative of a live 
spirit amongst the profession. 	It was, however, to be regretted 
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that, on account of the stress of Parliamentary work, neither the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Cook), nor the Honorary Minister of Home 
Affairs (Mr. Kelly), as representing the Commonwealth, were able 
to be present. In the sphere of Victorian politics the Minister of 
Public Works (Mr. Hagelthorn) had not up to that hour been 
able to attend. The present occasion afforded him, as President, 
the opportunity of formulating the policy, and expressing the 
opinions of the Institute in relation to public matters. He would 
point out that, as a body, they were not active politicians, but 
that they valued Parliaments to the extent that they brought pros- 
perity to the country. 	It was well known that the Federal Go- 
vernment had its own officers for carrying out its special build-
ings, buildings which differed from those they, as practising Archi- 
tects, designed for business men. 	Occasionally, however, as 
Architects for neighbouring owners they had to deal with the Fede-
ral Works Department, and were pleased with the courtesy they 
always received from its officers. 	Their main business with the 
Federal Government at the present time was the competition for 
the Federal Capital buildings. He would point out, however, 
there were persistent rumours that, instead of calling for separate 
competitions for the different buildings, the Government proposed 
to call for designs through one competition for all the buildings. 
The general opinion amongst experts was that this would be so 
big a competition that no one Architect, or even firm of Architects, 
could possibly undertake it. The competition would therefore of 
necessity lead to the formation of a combine, and it was well known 
that a combine would limit competition in every possible direction. 
Worst of all, it was further rumoured that the competition had 
resulted in the formation of a combine of American Architects to 
attempt to win this general design for the Federal Capital. 	He 
would emphatically say that they did not want an American Capi-
tal, but an Australian Capital, and that Australian Architects 
should undoubtedly have an opportunity of building the Australian 

Capital. 
He would also point out that in all large competitions except 

that for the Federal Capital, their Institute was invariably called 
in to advise as to the conditions, and very often, to advise also 

[as 
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as to adjudication. Regarding the Federal Capital Competition, 
he would remind them that they advised the previous Minister of 
Home Affairs to appoint a committee of adjudicators, and inas- 
much as Government officials were to be allowed to compete 
against outside practitioners, that only one of the proposed Board 
should be a Government official. 	Instead of accepting the Insti- 
tute's advice, the Minister maintained the position that he (the 
Minister) was, to be the final judge. 	The result of this attitude 
was the refusal of members of the various Institutes of Architects 
in Australia, along with those of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, and the American Institute of Architects to compete, 
thereby restricting both the ideas and the area of the competition. 
The rumours concerning the formation of a local combine were so 
persistent that he would officially bring them under the notice of 
the Minister of Home Affairs, whom he would interview before 
the final steps were "taken in the drafting of the conditions of this 
competition. 

He would next deal with the relations of the Institute to the 
State Government and its various Departments. Here, again, as 
in the case of the Federal Government, the Public Works Depart-
ment had its own officers, who with expert knowledge carried out 
all the State Government work. Further, again, he would ack-
nowledge the courtesy extended to members of the Institute when 
they had occasion to meet such officers. He would point out that 
the Government, through its officers, made regulations affecting 
businesses in many directions, in which they were not business ex-
perts. He would strongly urge that before publishing such regu-
lations, the Departments should consult the Institute, which would 
be happy, without fee or reward, to advise them, and thereby save 
friction, and sometimes even legal proceedings and costs. Fur-
ther, many regulations necessarily had to receive the approval of 
the Government before becoming operative—regulations, for in-
stance, dealing with Local Government and the Metropolitan Board 
of Works. It would save trouble and expense, in these cases also, 
if, before approving the regulations, the Government consulted 
business experts, many of whom were to be found in the Institute, 
and upon its Council. 	Failing the adoption of this course, the 
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Government should grant to members of the Institute, who un-
doubtedly represented the public, an opportunity of reference to 
independent experts or referees, in like manner to the course 
pursued under the Melbourne Building Act. This would save all 
possible expense to the public consistent with efficiency. 

The President dwelt at length upon the provision for the edu-
cation for the coming Architects. At the present time, Architects 
took pupils, but they were only bound to instruct those pupils in 
the branches of work in which they themselves practised, and 
many were undoubtedly great experts in those branches. 	The 
pupil, therefore, was under the necessity of supplementing his 
office experience with the acquisition of knowledge from outside 
sources. 	The position of Architectural education at the present 
time was similar to that of the medical profession of forty years 
ago, and it was high time some advance was made. The Govern-
ment had spent thousands of pounds for the instruction of stu-
dents in Engineering, Medicine, Dentistry, and Veterinary 
Science, and each of these subjects had its own expert at the head 
of its department in the University of Melbourne. At the present 
time higher Architectural training was only obtainable at the Uni- 
versity through a combined Engineering course. 	He stoutly 
maintained that the future of Architecture was that of an Engineer- 
ing building which should be artistically treated. 	In America, 
for instance, the citizens had passed through that stage when the 
Engineer designed the construction and the Architect decorated it. 
That period had, from every aspect, proved a period of rank 
failure, and it was generally conceded at the present day that it 
was necessary for the Architect to design both the structure and 
its decorations, although the structural details might be subject 
to revision by the Engineer. 	The training of the Architect, he 
contended, should be obtained in the University, and not in the 
Technical School. The latter, however, was the proper place for 
training the foreman and the workman, whilst the University 
should control the training of the student, who would ultimately 
become a director. Further, he would urge that the advanced 
training of the Architect could never be given by a visiting lec- 
turer of the University, such as he (the President) was. 	It re- 

[quired 
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quired an expert at the Univesrity to direct the work, who should 
be free from the trammels of business, and, in addition, in his 
opinion, such a director should be fresh from the schools of Europe 
or America. 	He believed that at the present time there were 
about thirty students ready to commence work at the University 
upon the present standard and lines, giving up three additional 
years to learn the later European and American developments, 
provided the Government would assist by voting the necessary 
funds. Unless the Government came to the rescue, he would ad-
vise those students to give up their higher ideals, and enter into 
practice on the present Australian lines, or else go to England or 
America to obtain the education which, it was impossible for them 
to secure in their native land. 

Lastly, he would briefly refer to the question of the Statutory 
Qualification of the Architect, or "Registration," as it was fre- 
quently called. 	Many of the members of the Architectural pro- 
fession had gone through a training as severe as that of medicine 
and yet they had no legal protection. 	In matters pertaining to 
contracts, for instance, they had to exercise semi-judicial powers, 
and yet any man who chose to style himself an Architect could 
"practise" the profession: 	Throughout many of the States of 
America and in cities in other States, large works could not be 
undertaken except by legally qualified men. 

He would conclude by impressing upon the Government, in the 
first place, the importance of higher education of the Architect, 
and in the second place, the urgent necessity of providing legal 
protection of the Architect against both the uneducated man and 
the impostor. 

The toast of the Federal and State Parliaments was duly hon-
oured. 

Mr. H. W. TOMPKINS (Vice President) in proposng the toast 
of "Municipalities, and Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works," said that no one could help being impressed with the 
immense improvements made by the Municipal Councils in Mel- 
bourne and suburbs during the last few years. 	Large items of 
money had been spent, but unfortunately these councils had only 
been able to improve and beautify the limited and isolated spots 
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over which they exercised direct control. 	These improvements, 
however, did not form part of a general scheme, and the improved 
localities were in numerous instances marred by useless fences and 
objectionable buildings. 	For instance, the main approach to the 
city was by way of St. Kilda-road, and the river drive along 
Alexandra-avenue compared favourably with anything of a similar 
character in Europe or America. But, unfortunately, the old, ugly 
boatsheds remained, and reminded them of the time when the 
locality was merely a swamp and a rubbish tip. Our streets were 
magnificent, and Mr. Griffin, the distinguished American Town 
Planner, had recently paid them the compliment of stating that 
the buildings generally were well designed. 	This was perfectly 
true if they were observed from the fronts only, but unfortunately, 
the principal view of the majority of the buildings was from the 
blank, ugly sides—which resembled packing cases-which were 
plastered over with hideous advertisements. The principal corner 
in the city (the Anglican Cathedral) which should be one of Mel-
bourne's beauty spots, was disfigured with an iron railing, whilst 
little or nothing had been done to make the surroundings harmon-
ize with the well-designed building. Again, at the eastern end of 
Collins and Bourke Streets, they had groups of magnificent build-
ings, which were set amongst beautiful surroundings. But at 
the western end of these streets there were a number of dilapid-
ated wooden buildings, known as the Spencer Street Railway Sta-
tion, which did not comply with the Building regulations, and 
which would have been condemned by the City Council many years 
ago if such buildings had been owned by private persons. 	He 
did not think that anyone could advance a valid reason why Govern-
ment buildings should be exempted from those regulations, which 
were made for the benefit of the citizens generally. 	He wished it 
to be widely known that their Institute would gladly co-operate 
with councils or other public bodies in formulating any definite 
schemes for future developments in place of the present haphazard 
and isolated methods usually carried out. As the President had 
just reminded them, they were not present that evening as politi-
cians, and it was not therefore for him to allude to certain projected 
legislation affecting the civic authorities of Melbourne and its sub- 

[urbs 



256 m.w.nUt. 3:Dtnner 

urbs. 	There was no doubt whatever, that some alteration was 
necessary regarding uniformity of method, and the merging of 
control in certain respects. 	As to the best way of bringing 
this about, it was not for him to say, beyond expressing the opin-
ion that the existing bodies were quite capable of doing what was 
required, provided they were supplied with the necessary powers. 
There was no denying the fact also, that uniformity in the Building 
Regulations was necessary in computation, and even more neces- 
sary in administration. 	Most of the suburban regulations were 

similar to those in use in the city. 	In administration, however, 
the city regulations were invariably strictly enforced by capable 
Building Surveyors, but in some of the suburbs, the regulations 
had been administered by men who had little or no professional 

experience in building. 	He knew of a building which exceeded 

the maximum 400,000 cubic feet capacity in the city ; but there 
were several such buildings in the suburbs with two or three times 
the capacity allowed under the Regulations. A number of build-
ings were not designed by Architects, but by men who had little 
knowledge of building construction, and therefore, unless their 
plans were checked by competent building Surveyors, a serious dis-
aster would probably occur some time or other. 

As Architects, they frequently criticized the doings of the Board 
of Works, but they could never forget the magnificent work car- 

ried out by that Board. 	Nor could they forget the debt that 
Melbourne owed to the Engineering skill and ability of the late 
Mr. William Thwaites, the designer of the Sewerage Works of 
Greater Melbourne. With the Public Works of the State, Mr 
Davidson's name was closely associated, and they were all pleased 
that Mr. Davidson was with them that evening, and, further, they 
congratulated him upon his recent election as Honorary Fellow of 

the Institute. 
The LORD MAYOR (Cr. Hennessy), responding on behalf of the 

municipalities, said the municipal bodies had been referred to re- 
cently in some quarters, in rather flappant terms. 	He appreci- 

ated the manner in which the toast had been proposed. If Mel-
bourne had the rates that Sydney had then many things that needed 
doing could be carried out. The parks and gardens reflected 
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great credit on the municipal authorities of Melbourne. Recently 
an onslaught had been made on the municiplaities by the introduc-
tion of a Greater Melbourne Bill. That Bill, as far as he knew, 
had never been asked for. 	If the city had been left alone, it 
would have worked out its own salvation, and brought about the 
unification of South Melbourne and St. Kilda municipalities. 	It 
would have been better if the councils had been left alone to work 
out their own destinies. 	Reference had been made to the un- 
sightly boat sheds near the river. He believed that now that they 
had passed under the control of the Alexandra Gardens Committee 
something would be done to have more sightly buildings erected. 
The buildings regulations were now before the city solicitors, and 
he assured them that they would be presented to the council within 
the next four or five weeks. 

Mr. C. E. OLIVER, the Engineer-in-Chief of the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, also responded, and referred to the good feeling 
which existed between the Architects and the Board. 

Mr. PERCY OAKDEN (Vice President) in proposing the toast to 
"Private Enterprize," said that he claimed for the subject of his 
toast that it was of greater importance than that of any other 
toast on the evening's programme—certainly of any which offici- 
ally had preceded it. 	Taking the first toast, "His Majesty the 
King," he, the speaker, was second to none in loyalty of feeling 
to the one who at present occupied the throne over our' great 
dominions, more especially as that sovereign, King George, was 
the first who had ever by personal visit made himself acquainted 
with the conditions of Australia, South Africa, and other Southern 
portions of our great British Empire over which he held sway. 
But where would that great dominion be, over which His Majesty 
the King now held the sceptre, were it not for the private enterprise 
of Britons, who in the face of difficulties and rivalries, had secured 
the control of the Union Jack over this Southern Contingent? 

The second toast which had just been drunk was that of the 
"Federal and State Parliaments." The speaker, as an Australian 
born, was an enthusiastic supporter, not only of Federal Parlia-
ment and our Federal political unity, but also of our State Par-
liament and its individual rights. He was sorry that no represen- 

[tative 



112.10.1.21. àflfnner 
tative of either of these Parliaments was present to hear the 
admirable remarks of the President in proposing their healths, but 
he assumed that their absence could be explained on the grounds 
of the strenuousness of party political warfare, before which toe 
more practicable questions set forth by the President no doubt had 
to give way. 

But had there been no private enterprise where would have 
been the possibility of such notable institutions as our State Par-
liament or our Federal Parliament, and all the bureaucratic 
agencies under the control of the same? 

The third toast was that of "Municipalities and Melbourne and 
Metropolitan Board of Works." Without discrediting the noble 
work done, "and that without pay," by councillors of the various 
municipalities and the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works, all of which we might hope were but a stepping stone to 
the ultimate greater Melbourne movement, he, the speaker, claimed 
that without private enterprise and private capital, represented by 
the ratepayers on these respective bodies, the present progressive 
condition of the City of Melbourne and its metropolitan surround- 
ings, and, indeed, of all municipalities and shires throughout the 
State would be non-existent. 	It was therefore no idle boast of 
the proponent of this toast to say that private enterprise, and, con-
sequently the individual, exploiters of such enterprise, had had 
more to do with the present proud position of Melbourne, and, in-
deed, of all Australia than any bureaucratic or official administra-
tions. 

A Voice : "They are our clients!" 
He, the speaker, welcomed that interjection. They were our 

clients. • He could only wish that the Federal and State authori- 
ties had recognised to greater extent than had been done hitherto, 
the advantage of securing the professional skill of private prac- 
titioners of the R.V.I.A. 	He felt satisfied that such utilization 
of skilled professional opinion would be to the advantage of the 
State or the Commonwealth, as the case might be, and in stating 
this he was stating a general principle. without any reflection on 
the skilled ability of the esteemed officers of the departments re-
ferred to. 

258 



yR.V.I.E. 'Dinner 

As regarded the municipalities, particularly the City of Mel- 
bourne and the Metropolitan Board of Works, he was glad to see 
His Honour the Lord Mayor of Melbourne present, and freely 
acknowledgeu to him that by those bodies the principle above enu-
merated as to the advantage of employing skilled professional 
assistance had been recognised, but he would be glad if that re-
cognition could be followed out to a further extent. He would 
conclude with this last word to the members present—let them 
look about and note firstly the splendour of the hall in which they 
were dining—a monument of the private enterprise of the proprie-
tors, and the skilled ability of their Architects, who were members 
of this Institute. 	Secondly, on the members present, clothed in 
the costly habiliments of social life, and thirdly, on the menu 
setting forth the luxurious dishes which had been enjoyed by mem-
bers on this occasion, and then let them reflect that but for pri-
vate enterprise at a banquet celebrated on that site, as it was too 
years ago, the dining hall would have been a bush "mia mia," 
the costumes a "tattoo," and the menu "grilled 'possum." 

He asked the members to drink enthusiastically the toast to 
"Private Enterprise," and to accompany it with the name of the 
representative of the Chamber of Commerce as the embodiment 
of such enterprise. 

Mr. O. M. WILLIAMS, representing the Chamber of Commerce, 
in responding, said he had gone to other parts of the world, and, 
generally speaking, he had not seen a finer set of buildings than 
those that were being erected in and around Melbourne at the 
present time. He considered that too much time was being spent 
by business people in contending with regulations. They were a 
hardship to the business man, and were encumbering trade. 

Mr. R. J. HADDON proposed the toast of "Education." He 
emphasised the need for the higher education of the working man. 
Every trades union should become a guild to guarantee that the 
men who were employed were capable. The unions had set up a 
standard of wages for the work that was required, and they should 
see that the workmen were equal to the standard required for that 
work. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. F. TATE, Director of Education, ii.. reply said he appreci-
ated the claims of architects for higher education and registration. 
Registration and education had been the means of raising the 
teachers and doctors to the position they occupied to-day. 	He 
considered that education left off too early in Victoria. 	There 
were 30,000 children between the ages of thirteen and fourteen 
who were not under any control. 	Such a state of affairs was 
not permitted on the Continent, where the children, when they left 
school, were compelled to attend at least six hours each week at 
night classes, and the employer and parent alike were compelled to 
see that attention was given. 	The result was that just at the 
critical age, instead of the child being allowed to wander about the 
streets as he was here, he was kept under control. Was it any 
wonder that there was a Dreadnought problem in England, when 
in the north there were 135,000 children working in factories at 
the age of twelve years? 

Mr. H. GYLES TURNER also responded, and directed attention to 
the great work which was being done by the Trustees of the Pub-
lic Library and National Gallery towards educating the general 
public. By the establishment of the proposed Technical Museum 
in the Swanston-street buildings, the education of the Architect 
would be furthered. 	He had every confidence that the Institute 
would do its share towards making the museum a great success. 

Mr. ARTHUR PECK proposed the toast of the "Builders," and 
was glad to acknowledge that the relations of the Builders' Asso- 
ciation with the Institute were so cordial. 	This was, he thought, 
largely brought about by the conferences which had recently been 
held, when several difficulties had been solved. 

Mr. CLEMENTS LANGFORD, as President of the Master Builders' 
Association, in responding, said he was glad to be present to wish 
the Institute every success in its endeavours to promote the inter. 
ests of the profession. 	As builders they desired to work under 
highly trained Architects, in whom only they could put their con-
fidence. The Association was very glad that, by holding confer-
ences with the Architects, many difficulties had been overcome. 

Mr. JOHN LITTLE, in proposing "Kindred Institutes," spoke 
of the success which had attended the efforts of the Joint Rooms 
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Committee, whereby the Institutes housed under the same roof en-
joyed fraternal relationship, together with economy of adminis-
tration. 

Mr. CAPPER MOORE, President of the Chamber of Mines, in 
response called attention to the various manners in which the pro. 
fessional men in Australia were building up a great Commonwealth 
—some overground, as the Architects, and some underground, as 
was the case with his own Chamber and the Institute of Mining 
Engineers. Association with each other in their common rooms 
was something of which he was greatly proud. 

The LORD MAYOR (Cr. Hennessy) proposed the health of the 
President of the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, to which 
the Chairman briefly responded. 

Mr. W. M. CAMPBELL, in proposing the "Press," directed at-
tention to the need for publicity concerning the doings of the Insti-
tute. They afforded every facility for the press to be represented 
at their meetings—not even omitting the annual dinner. 

Mr. MOORHEAD (of the "Herald"), in responding, thanked the 
Institute for the invitation to be present. 	By narrating one or 
two anecdotes he proved to be the only speaker of the evening 
who ventured to embark upon the interesting, yet sometimes peril-
ous, sea of reminiscences. 

The function was then concluded. 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

HE Student and a Full Course of Study.—The 
R.V.I.A. has just received from the R.1.B.A. a 
copy of the following resolution, which the 
R.I.B.A. Council has approved, upon the recom-
mendation of the Board of Architectural Educa- 

tion in London, and which is herewith published by direction of 
the R.V.I.A. Council:— 

"It was resolved that students who can produce certificates 
that they have passed with distinction through a full 
course of study (on lines similar to those now approved by 
the Institute), in Colonial or foreign Schools of Architec-
ture to the satisfaction of the respective professors, may, 
at the discretion of the Board, be recommended to the 
Council for exemption from the Intermediate Examina-
tion. The Secretary was instructed to forward the fore-
going resolution to the Council." 

The obvious meaning of the resolution, as far as Victoria is con-
cerned, is that a student who has passed through the Melbourne 
University course in Architecture, when visiting England, if he 
is desirous of becoming an Associate of the R.I.B.A., would need 
to sit only for the final examination. 	The R.I.B.A. holds a final 
examination, however, every year in Australia, either in Melbourne 
or Sydney. 	A student remaining in Australia therefore derives 
no advantage by the passing of the above resolution. 

Two of the Newly-Elected Associates of the Institute, Messrs. 
P. H. Meldrum and J. H. Wardrop, have just left Melbourne for 
an extended tour through America and Europe. They expect to 
be away for nearly two years, to obtain experience, as well as 
pleasure, during their travels. 	They have been furnished with 
letters of introduction to the Secretaries of the British and Ameri-
can Institutes of Architects, and will most certainly receive the 
courtesies and hospitalities which are always showered upon mem-
bers of the Institute, who bear the credentials of the R.V.I.A. 
to their brethren overseas. 
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Australian Three=ply Timber.—A few days ago, by the cour-
tesy of Mr. V. B. Trapp, we were invited to inspect some three-
ply timber, made wholly of Australian hardwood. The logs, we 
were informed, were cut into io ft. lengths, and, being put into 
a lathe, were shaved along the line of the longitudinal axis, in 
a spiral direction, the ply being any thinness down to the i-tooth 
part of an inch. Great trouble had been experienced in finding 
a waterproof glue, but as the result of experiments extending 
over .a long period, success had been achieved. 	We were pro- 
mised that presently two samples of this three-ply were to be cut 
off a large piece, one of which was to be submerged in water for 
a week, to test the waterproofing quality of the glue, in compari-
son with that of its dryer neighbour. The grain of the resultant 
was very fine, and we confidently look forward to the develop-
ment of a new Australian industry in the making of three-ply 
timber. 

Mr. W. A. Drummond (A.), who went to America some 
months ago, has been at work on the drawings for the Panama 
Pacific Exposition Company, where he was detailed to work in 
the Department of Architectural Designing. 	Completing a set 
of drawings of the main administrative tower from sketches by 
Mr. Thomas Hastings, the eminent Architect of New York. The 
efficient manner in which he accomplished the aforesaid work 
acted as a recommendation to him, and Bakewell and Brown, 
Architects, of San Francisco, immediately laid claim for his ser-
vices to help them on the plans of the horticultural building, lf 
which they were the architects. On completion of this work he 
tendered his resignation, intending to continue his work of study 
in the East, but on the eve of his departure from San Francisco he 
was offered a position in the office of the State Architect of Cali-
fornia, which he refused. He eventually left San Francisco after a 
banquet had been given in his honour by his co-workers, with a 
number of letters of recommendation from the heads of the Ex-
position Company to various architectural firms in different parts 

of the world. We hope soon to report Mr. Drummond's success 
elsewhere, and would also urge our young Australian Architects 
to "get experience" wherever they can do so. 
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Licentiates and Fellowship in the R.I.B.A.—We have just 
received from London copy of the resolution which the British 
Institute has approved with regard to the examinations qualifying 
Licentiates for the Fellowship of the Royal Institute:— 

Licentiates' Examination in the Colonies. 
"Resolved that it be recommended to the Council to sanc-

tion the holding of the Examination in the Colonies of Licen-
tiates, who are desirous of becoming Fellows, provided that 
arrangements can be made for the proper supervision by some 
responsible member or members of the Institute in the 
Colonies." 

The Council of the R. V. I. A. having expressed its willingness to 
conduct these examinations, we have pleasure in submitting the 
list of conditions as below 

EXAMINATION OF LICENTIATES. 

To Qualify for Candidature as Fellow R.I.B.A. 

A Special Examination will be held for those Licentiates who, 
being otherwise qualified, may desire admission to the fellowship 
of the Royal Institute of British Architects. This examination 
will be held on dates to be announced by the Council. 

The candidate will be required to submit for the approval of 
the Council working drawings of one or more of his executed 
buildings, which may be supplemented by photographs thereof, 
and by original sketches or measured drawings of actual work. 
Should the work so submitted be, in the opinion of the Council, of 
sufficient merit to exempt the candidate from any further exami-
nation, he may be so exempted. If the drawings submitted are 
approved by the Council, the candidate will be required to submit 
himself to an examination which will be held on the premises of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, or elsewhere, as may be 
appointed by the Council of the Royal Institute. 	Should the 
work so submitted be, in the opinion of the Council, inadequate, 
his application will not be further entertained. 

Ten days before the examination is held a list of subjects will 
be issued to all candidates, and from this list each candidate is 



dong the 713ge=IPatbs 265 

to select one subject, and he will be required to announce to the 
Secretary of the Royal Institute, five days before the examination, 
which subject he selects. 	When the candidate attends at the 
appointed place of examination, he will be furnished with particu- 
lars of the selected subject, and he will have to prepare a set of 
working drawings of the subject and such details as may be re-
quired, together with full descriptive notes. The candidate will 
also be required to write a short paper or report on a subje& 
previously selected by himself and approved by the Council. This 
report to be prepared on the fourth day, and the time taken for 
it to be at the option of the candidate. 	Four days will be allowed 
for the examination, and the candidate may be required, at the 
option of the Council, to attend subsequently for an oral exami- 
nation on his papers. 	The hours of the examination will be 
from to a.m. to 1.3o p.m., and from 2.30 p.m. to 5.3o p.m. 	At 
the end of the first day the candidate is to hand to the Moderator 
a rough tracing of his design, and there will be no lunch interval 
on this day. Candidates must provide their own drawing-boards 
and instruments. The fee for the examination will be six guineas, 
which sum must be sent to the Secretary, R.I.B.A., with the can-
didate's application for admission to the examination. If the 
candidate fails to pass the examination the fee will not be returned 
to him, but he will be allowed to sit for one subsequent exami-
nation without the payment of any further fee. 

Should a candidate be admitted and pass, he will be qualified, 
subject to Section 8 of the Charter, for candidature as Fellow. 

Should a candidate not be passed by the Council, he will be 
informed of the fact, but the names of unsuccessful candidates 
are not announced or published. 

(Signed) 	IAN MACALISTER, 

Secretary of the Royal Institute. 

Registration is in the air. Within the past few weeks the New 
Zealand Institute of Architects has succeeded in passing its Bill 
through the Dominion Parliament. The Tasmanian Institute is 
actively engaged with its Bill, which may either be a Government 

ror 



along tbe 7BgeÇIlJatbs 

or a private, measure—we know not which. The Premier of New 
South Wales, Mr. Holman, has expressed his intention of taking 
up what, we presume, was the Bill prepared by the Institute of 
Architects of New South Wales some two years ago, but which, 
on account of the equal balance of parties in the Legislative As-
sembly, was allowed to remain in a passive condition. The pro-
posal will now, we are led to imagine, become a Government 
measure. There is every reason to believe that the Royal Vic-
torian Institute of Architects will act vigorously during the pre- 
sent year in the direction of a campaign for Registration. 	The 
work would have been entered upon long ago, but there has been 
so much work to do of an educational, as well as of a public 
nature, that the subject of Registration had to be put on one side. 
The Institute has collected data to base its Bill upon from all 
parts of the world. 	In Great Britain registration of the Archi- 
tect is one of the live subjects, but whether it will take the form 
of "Registration" as we understand the term, o.r whether quali-
fied Architects will be designated "Chartered Architects," we can- 
not tell. 	After the work of years, however, something is likely 
to be accomplished, and more would be certain of attainment if 
the Architects at home were to speak with one voice. 
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R.V.I.A. COMPETITIONS, 1913. 

HE awards of the judges in these competitions are 
now to hand, and we publish them along with the 
reports also forwarded to the Council. 	In the 
Silver Medal subject : "An Open-Air Bath (for 
men only), with Loggie for the Display of Sculp- 

ture," only one design was received. The judges, Messrs. Oak-
den, H. W. Tompkins and Blackett, report that "the design does 
not comply with the conditions laid down, and completely misses in 
every respect the character of design and plan the subject calls 
for." The subject allowed and suggested a monumental type of 
building in a dignified setting. 	In the design submitted, the 
draughtsmanship is poor, whilst the planning is quite elementary. 
The design in no way merits any commendation, and the judges 
deplore that for the first time for many years, students have not 
come forward in competition for the Institute's chief prize. 
Although the design does not merit placing, the President (Mr. 
Henderson) has expressed his willingness to give the President's 
prize of two guineas in recognition of the industry of the candi-
date, who, when the name was disclosed, proved to be quite a 
junior in a Melbourne office. 

In the Bronze Medal subject of measured work, viz. :—"Por-
tion of Upper Storey of the Law Courts, Melbourne, facing Little 
Bourke-street," eight sets of drawings were received. The judges 
(Messrs. I. G. Beaver, W. M. Campbell, and E. J. Clark) have 
made the following awards :—Bronze Medal : F. T. Petersen, 90 
marks; Second Prize, S. P. Calder, 85 marks; Certificate of Hon. 

[Mention 
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Mention, C. L. Ruck, 82 marks. The judges consider the work 
to be of a high standard—a remark in which we heartily concur. 
We publish in this issue a reproduction of the Bronze Medal 
work. 

In the subject of sketches, viz., a sketch of the Law Courts, 
Melbourne, including the dome, to be taken from a certain point 
near Lonsdale-street, three sets of drawings were submitted. 
The judges (Messrs. Haddon, Watts, and Eggleson) made the 
awards, but upon the opening of the envelopes containing the 
names, a curious tangle was presented. 	It was found that in 
the sketches competition for last year, both of the successful com-
petitors had been awarded equal placing, and had divided the first 
prize. 	One of the general conditions states that "the winner 
of any first prize in any previous R.V.I.A. competition shall not 
be eligible for, and is debarred from, competing in the same corn-
petition for 1913." Upon being informed concerning the awards 
of the competition for last year, the Council discussed the position 
from every possible standpoint, and then decided to obtain legal 
opinion upon the matter. 	Upon consultation Mr. Stewart. the 
Council's solicitors, gave it as his opinion that, as the two com-
petitors whose work has been referred to, were not eligbile to 
compete, their drawings were not in the competition. 	The first 
prize has subsequently been awarded to Mr. C. H. Strachan 

Smith. 
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CHINESE DECORATIVE ART IN 
RELATION TO ARCHITECTURE. 

(Being paper by John S. Gawler (A.) at the recent Congress of the 
Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science, Mel-
bourne, 1913). 

HINESE Architecture is included among the non-
historical styles by most writers of Architectural 
History. This means that it has had no influence 
on succeeding styles, and, in effect, that little or 
nothing of historical interest can be learnt from a 

study of it in the sense that a study of Egyptian, Greek, or Roman 
architecture will repay the student. 

There are no architectural ruins worthy of the name from the 
comparative point of view, as none of the existing buildings ante- 
date the 11th Century. 	Among the causes of this somewhat 
unusual condition, are the materials used and the type of con-
struction employed. The Architects and Builders of most coun-
tries in the past turned naturally to stone, and of that, their most 
lasting material, constructed their religious and commemorative 
buildings. .Many of these have survived the ravages of time for 
upwards of a thousand years. But the Chinese, through a pecu-
liar characteristic of always admiring what has been done, and 
refusing new ideas, have through many centuries preserved their 
original motif and type of construction. 	Their building type or 
unit, called a t'ing, has remained unaltered throughout their re-
corded history, a large building or group being merely a succes-
sion of the same unit. The original buildings were of wood, and 
on the rare occasions when stone columns or roof principals are 
used, the wood construction is adhered to, and beams and slabs 
of granite are mortised, halved, and tenoned in exactly the same 
manner as if wood were being used. 

There is plenty of stone available, so it is curious to note its 

infrequent use. 	There is little wood available, so it has to be 
imported from Indo-China, Malay, Java, etc. Stone is employed 
in pailous, bridges, doorways, courtyards, and various decorative 
ornamental figures and pillars. 

[Another 
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Another reason for the absence of ruins is the narrowness of 
the streets, and the close manner of building in the cities, which 
renders fires frequent and difficult to extinguish. 

The wealth of decorative art in all their prominent buildings 
amply compensates for the paucity of their architectural composi-
tion. For their motifs they go to the entire vegetable and animal 
kingdom, and add an inexhaustible store of mystic legend, inter-
woven with religious symbols. The Chinese decorative 
artists have an innate sense of proportion and colour, and though 
vases, embroidery, etc., have long claimed the attention of art 
lovers the world over, but little is known of their decorative work 
applied to buildings. Yet, in my limited knowledge of decorative 
art, I venture the opinion that some of their best work lies hidden 
from tourist and connoisseur in remote temples and monasteries, 
or, in some narrow secluded street of a busy city. During nearly 
three years residence in South China, I secured a number of pho-
tographs bearing on my subject, and some of the buildings I 
visited in the City of Canton have unfortunately since been de-
stroyed, and more are likely to suffer the same fate, as the new 
Government is determined to widen streets, tear down the old 
wall, and otherwise modernise the city. 	This gives considerable 
interest to some of my pictures, and I regret the impossibility of 
showing more. 

I shall now describe some examples, arranging them according 
to their materials. 

STONE. 

That in most common use is a hard, light-grey granite, 
not unlike our Harcourt granite. Green is used rarely, and much 
prized. White and black marble are occasionally used, generally 
in checker pattern floors, edging or bases. 

Pailou to Honam Monastery.—Most important buildings or 
tombs have an avenue leading up to the principal door. 	This 
approach or avenue is generally through a pailou or arched gate- 
way. 	This photo. shows a typical pailou entirely constructed 
of granite, though its wooden prototype is easily discernible. 
(Plate I. on illustration i.) 
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Pailou to Temple of Dragon's Mother Uit Shing: A most won- 
derful erection mostly composed of small pieces of granite elabor- 
ately fitted together without the use of mortar. 	It is the central 
feature in a fence built entirely of granite, and containing three 
smaller gateways, one of which is shown. The whole is of great 
beauty, most happy in its proportion and spacing. There is no 
colour employed, save in the inscription on the pailou, the charac-
ters of which are sunk in the granite and colo•ared green. (Plate 
I., illustration 2.) 

Lion in Green Granite in Courtyard of Swatow Guild, Canton. 
—This is one of a pair set symmetrically at each side of the prin-
cipal entrance with heads turned to face one another. They are 
grotesques, but well proportioned, and show great thought in 
their details, there being nothing coarse or unhappy about them. 
The bas-reliefs are delicately modelled, yet not too much so 
showing a nice appreciation of the limitation of the material. It 
is a usual feature to employ stone lions in this way. They are 
usually set in between the pailou and the entrance to the temple. 
Sometimes a pair of sculptured poles, one on each side, is em-
ployed to give added dignity to the approach. (Plate I., illustra-
tion 3.) 

Tomb of a Wealthy Man.—This is a doorway of no little 
beauty, and shows clearly the idea of leading up to an entrance. 
(Plate I., illustration 4.) 

Sculptured Panel from Chun Family Temple, Canton.—This is 
about 12 feet long, and is cut out of a slab some six inches in 
thickness. The freedom and repose of the motif, and the delicacy 
of its execution are a revelation. (Plate I., illustration 5.) 

Drawing of Roof Principal from Temple of Dragon's Mother, 
Uit Shing.—This obviously has a wooden prototype, and shows a 
most unnatural use of stone, yet it is worthy of notice as illustrat-
ing the sense of decoration possessed by the Chinese craftsmen. 
The effect of each group of corbels is bewildering, and when the 
eye tries to fathom the construction, the astonishing discovery is 
made that each little part is covered with decoration. This gives 
a sense of richness, a wonderful depth of shadow, and is done for 

[the 
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the same reason that the Greeks undercut their moulded orna-
ment. (The sketch which the author made of this misuse of stone-
work is unfortunately too large for reproduction in the "Proceed-
ings," whilst the work is of no practical value to the student 
excepting as showing "how not to do it."—Editor "Proceed-
ings.) 

METAL. 
Cast iron is sometimes used as filling for panels, a notable 

example of this being the filling to the balustrading in the court-
yard of the Chun Family Temple. These panels are about 3 
inches thick, each panel being cast in a single piece. 	An appre- 
ciation of the material is shown, and the designer has kept within 
the limits of his medium. 

Hammered iron grilles of great intricacy and beauty are corn-
mon in temples, over doorways, and in fences, and may occasion-
ally be seen in private houses of pretentious size. (Plate I., illus-
tration 6.) 

PLASTER. 

Limestone is found in most parts of China, and plaster is in 
common use, being employed freely in a decorative manner. 

Roof of Buddhist Monastery at Sainam.—One of the common-
est uses of plaster is to finish off ends of gables, as shown in 
this photo. 	The variety of design is infinite, and generally 
pleasing. (The photo. submitted is not suitable for reproduction. 
—Editor "Proceedings.") 

Decorative Panels, Small Temple, Honam.—This is a render-
ing of a well-known legend, two dragons fighting for the pearl. 
This, in common with all Chinese plaster work, is coloured, and 
it is a pity I cannot reproduce the colours, for otherwise it is 
difficult to get the right relations of the massing. 	The two 
dragons form the motif of this composition, and are coloured so 
as to stand out. The pearl can be seen in the centre of the com- 
position, though not of the panel. 	The panel is filled with con- 
ventional waves, a very common feature. It is interesting to note 
the use of this panel, which is constructed across the road exactly 
opposite the door of a temple, so that anyone looking out of the 
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temple will have a pleasant vista, and not some dirty old shop. 

(Plate II., illustration i.) 

POTTERY AND ROOF TILES. 

The usual roof is roll and pan tiles of red burnt clay, but for 
all buildings of prominence tiles of similar shape, but with the 
rolls glazed in some bright colour, green, blue, brown, or red, 
are used. The ridge is also emphasized and developed, forming 
the crowning glory of a roof which is a wonderful colour spot in 
the midst of a lot of drab coloured roofs. Glazed earthenware 
is also used for copings, wall panels of great variety and beauty, 

and in various other positions. 
Roof of Small Temple in Street Near Sai Kai Scrzet.—The ball 

in the centre of the ridge is deep ultramarine, and has an open 
scroll around it. Leading up to this are two dragons, coloured 
red and gold. Beyond these are two dolphins in red and green, 
having their tails in the air. Below the centre part is an elabor- 
ate frieze showing a procession of men, some on horseback. At 
the ends of this are decorative panels supporting the dolphins, 
whilst beyond these are peacocks with spread tails in natural 
colours, reaching to the parapet gable ends. 	Underneath this 

wonderful array, stretching the full length of the roof is a series 
of panels containing trees, flowers, birds, and crabs. 	From the 

bottom of these panels the roof runs down, the roll tiles being 

glazed green. 	In spite of the collection of vivid colours em,  

ployed, there is a harmony that runs through the whole. On a 
close inspection it looks like an impressionist picture, but a little 
distance off it shimmers and scintillates like some opal. (Plate II., 

illustration 2.) 
Portion of the Roof of the Temple of the Dragon's Mother at Uit 

Shing.—This shows a somewhat similar roof to that illustrated in 
the last example, with the exception that the usual parapet in 
brick and plaster is replaced with a band of running ornament 
composed of glazed pottery, like the rest of the roof. The painted 
wood gable end is worthy of notice. 	It is in black and white, 
and has that refinement and feeling that runs through all their 
best work. (Plate II., illustration 3.) 

[Panel 
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Panel of Glazed Pottery, Old City of Canton.—This beautiful 
piece of work, now, I believe, destroyed, was built against the 
wall of the old city. 	It was a study in red and green, represent 
ing two large dragons fighting, with smaller dragons grouped 
round the edges. They are supposed to be seen under the water, 
the effect being gained by melting the sinuous bodies into the 
background in parts. 	It is interesting to notice the border with 
a fret ornament. 	The Chinese are very fond of this pattern. 
(Plate II., illustration q..) 

WOODWORK. 
Most of the hardwood used in their carving and fretwork is 

imported. The common plan of a temple or monastery is a suc-
cession of buildings or pavilions set one behind the other, and 
separated by open courts. All the walls forming outside boun-
daries are built of brick, or at any rate are solid, and containing 
no windows, whilst all partitions and walls fronting courtyards 
are composed of movable partitions, generally having their upper 
portion glazed and divided into various shaped panes. 	These 
partitions are really a series of doors, any number of which can be 
removed at will. In design they are intricate, generally showing 
thought and care.. Above these doors, and in various positions 
dictated by fancy, are usually fretwork grilles, often of great 
beauty, and quite in feeling with the rest of the work. 

Pair of Doors from Music Pavilion, Swatow Guild, Canton.—
These doors are about to feet high and 4  feet 6 inches wide, each 
leaf having three panels. The bottom panels are solid, with sunk 
panels of butterflies stained black on a red brown surface. 	The 
grillage in the centre is gilded. 	All the other panels are cut 
from ti inch solid planks, the semi-conventional foliage, rocks, 
etc., being modelled as deeply as the thickness of the panel allows, 
only 4 inch being left as a background, which is then fretted in 
one of the well-known Chinese diapers, and stained black, whilst 
the foliage is gilded. A Chinese gentleman explaineu to me that 
this panel represented the setting sun touching up the lilies in a 
lily-pond, whilst the black fretted background represented the 
darkness behind. 	The top panels, constructed in a similar man- 
ner to those in the middle, contain Buddhist emblems. 
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Interior of Residence, Canton.—This photo. shows very clearly 
the employment of glazed partitions in the form of a succession of 
doors. 	It also shows well the use of grilles. (Plate IL, illus- 
tration 5.)  

Diapers are in great use, and often of great beauty. 
It has been only possible to touch briefly on so vast a subject 

as Chinese decoration. The examples shown are representative, 
yet the variety of treatment and the subject are infinite, and well 
repay the student, who has time and means to visit China. 
The recent political changes there will, I feel confident, make it 
easier for tourists to visit some of the remarkable old monasteries 
and inland towns hitherto more or less inaccessible to the ordinary 
traveller. 

I am sorry to be unable to show some colour harmony, for all 
Chinese work is most happy in its colour relationship, and I con-
sider we could learn much from their artists in this direction. 
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FIRE PREVENTION AND 
EXTINCTION. 

Being Notes on Lecture by J. T. Wilkins, Deputy Chief Officer 
of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade (Victoria), before the Vic-
torian Institute of Engineers, on 8th October, t9í3—the 
R. V.I.A. being represented.—From the "Proceedings" of the 
V.I.E., by permission. 

WING to the rapidly increasing height and area of 
modern buildings, it is becoming of consequent 
importance that fire appliances should be con- 
structed to deal with an outbreak which might 
occur at a height of well over one hundred feet 

above the street level. Not only must the appliance be 
of an appropriate description, but the firemen of to-day 
must also be a highly trained and educated unit, if 
full advantage is to be taken of the apparatus at his 
disposal. A few years back a knowledge of seamanship, rope-
splicing, etc., was a necessary qualification before admittance 
could be gained to the ranks of the London Fire Brigade, and this 
custom was followed by the various Chiefs of Colonial Brigades, 
nearly all of whom have gained their experience in the London 
Brigade. 	The recruits of the fire service to-day are, as a rule, 
drawn from the ranks of tradesmen, young, able-bodied and intel-
ligent men only being selected. Every recruit is confined to the 
drill class from three to four months, or until such time as he 
has shown the necessary proficiency, or has demonstrated his unfit-
ness for brigade work. 

The first essential in fire brigade learning is a knowledge of 
fire prevention. The very great majority of the present day fires 
could have been prevented, or the damage considerably minimised 
by taking a few well-known and ordinary precautions. 

To guard against attack, it is well to know the nature of the 
danger by which we are threatened, and the best means to adopt 
to carry out a counter attack. Thus, the origin and cause of fire 
outbreaks must be taught the young fireman, who, in turn, will 
advise those members of the public with whom he may be associ- 
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ated. The earliest theory of fire or combustion was formulated 
by a philosopher named Stahl, in the seventeenth century, and 
termed the phlogistic theory. 

Rapid Combustion: 

It was supposed that the phenomenon of combustion was due to 
the escape of something which he called phlogiston. This theory 
held its own for nearly a hundred years, when a renowned French 
chemist, Antoine Lavoisier, following on experiments by others, 
clearly demonstrated what combustion really is, and that the pre-
sence of air was necessary to its support, as by the exclusion of 
air combustion failed entirely. 	He further proved that the pro- 
ducts of combustion were heavier than the original matter. 	A 
simple demonstration of this fact may be made by burning a piece 
of magnesium wire, then on carefully weighing the ash it will be 
found to be heavier than the original metal. The products from 
a burning candle, if properly collected and weighed, will be found 
to exceed the weight of the candle. 	In the year 1775,  it was 
discovered by the same scientist that the atmosphere consisted of 
distinct gases, oxygen and nitrogen, and that without the pre-
sence of oxygen it is impossible to support combustion. Any sub-
stance which will burn in air will burn with very much increased 
brilliancy in oxygen, but if an excess of nitrogen be present com-
bustion is considerably retarded, or in other words, should the 
oxygen be entirely displaced by nitrogen, then no combustion can 
take place. 	The product of most burning substances or all sub- 
stances containing carbon is mainly carbon di-oxide. 	This is a 
heavy and non-inflammable gas, and is used extensively in com-
bination with water for displacing the oxygen supply, and thus 
preventing combustion. 

Many attempts have been made to utilise C.02 in its gaseous 
state as a fire extinguisher, and failure, in almost every case, has 
been the result, the fact having been overlooked that, if a fire 
should break out in an enclosed space, both the product of com-
bustion C.0 2 and the stoppage of the necessary supply of oxygen 
to support combustion tend to extinguish the fire. On the other 
hand an open fire soon assumes such magnitude that any attempts 
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to encompass it with C.0 2  would be dwarfed into insignificance 
as the fire itself would be manufacturing the same gas in such 
quantities as to be incalculable. 	It therefore follows that, could 
the products of a fire be confined to the vicinity of combustion 
they must of necessity extinguish the fire to which they owe their 
origin. 

The use of the word combustion demands some analysis of 
its meaning. Science teaches us that slow combustion is taking 
place in almost all known substances. 	The piece of dry timber 
in the forest is slowly converted into its constituent parts by the 
action of the elements. 	The same piece of wood used as fuel 
in the ordinary manner would undergo an exactly similar process 
of disintegration, but whereas the time required to bring about 
this state in a natural manner may extend over years as compared 
with minutes in the latter case. This somewhat explains the dif-
ference between slow and rapid combustion. At the ordinary 
solar temperatures a slow chemical action is taking place, but 
should the temperature be raised by artificial means to something 
between Soo and 600 deg. the ignition point is reached, and violent 
chemical action is produced. That portion of the wood which has 
been heated until turned into gaseous matter burns with a hot 
flame, while the heavier carbon is in a state of incandescence. To 
maintain this violent chemical action, it is necessary that the tem-
perature must not fall below the ignition point, and that a free 
supply of oxygen be available. 

As in nearly every case of fire it is not possible to cut off the 
supply of oxygen by the substitution of a heavy non-inflammable 
gas, it becomes necessary to reduce the temperature by pouring 
copious quantities of water on the burning material, which also, 
under any but very extreme conditions, creates gases of a non-
inflammable nature, and thus tends to exclude oxygen. 

FIRE PREVENTION. 
Having briefly touched on the matter of ignition and combus-

tion, I should like now to deal with fire prevention methods. With 
the wonders of electricity at the command of the fireman, it is prac-
ticable to not only obtain early notification of an outbreak of fire, 
but to receive warning actually before the incipient fire has reached 
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the ignition stage. The fact of a dangerous temperature being in 
existence in any premises fitted with an approved thermostat can 
be autoinatically signalled to the fire station, when an investigation 
will surely point out the danger spot. 

Automatic Thermostat : 

The automatic thermostat has now passed the experimental 
stage, and, if properly installed and maintained, is absolutely re-
liable and certain in its action, and to be recommended for any but 
the most inflammable risks. 	The latest class of thermostat is 
provided with a compensating device, that in the May-Oatway 
type being composed of a channel steel bar about 6 ft. in length, with 
a thin copper wire stretched from end to end. From the centre of this 
copper wire a weight is suspended, just hanging clear of 2 flat contact 
springs. A slow rise in temperature causes the steel and copper 
to expand at practically the same ratio, but a quick rise of, say, 
zo per cent. in one minute causes the smaller mass (viz., copper 
wire) to expand more rapidly than the more massive part, thus 
allowing the weight to drop between the contact springs, and closes 
the electric circuit 	This operates the sending instrument, and 
transmits a pre-arranged code to the fire station. A thermostat 
invented by E. H. Kirkby is fitted with two bi-metallic coils. Each 
of these coils is composed of a strip of two metals soldered to- 
gether, and afterwards rolled into shape. 	The two metals se- 
lected must have a different ratio of expansion, thus on the appli-
cation of heat and consequent expansion, the outer metal being 
more readily affected causes the bi-metal combination to extend, 
keeping its spiral form. 	A similar coil is shrouded in a solid 
cast iron base, therefore one coil only being affected by a sudden 
rise of temperature, a contact is made between the two, but a 
slow rise permeates the whole of the metal, causing the shrouded 
coil to recede, thus keeping the contacts apart 	An ingenious 
form of thermostat has been designed by Reichel of New Zealand. 
This is actuated by a generator of electricity known as the thermo-
pile. It consists of sticks of metal (antimony and bismuth) linked 
together in pairs, and arranged in series until sufficient voltage has 
been attained. Half of each of these sticks is covered by the porce- 
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lain base, being thus protected from any sudden heat. A thermal 
rise of 2 deg. or over in one minute causes a current to generate, 

but a slow rise in temperature affects the whole mass, and no 
appreciable current is generated. 

Water Sprinklers: 

Should the risk be exceptionally dangerous from a fire point 
of view the best protection will be afforded by the automatic water 
sprinklers, which are operated by the heat, about z so deg. fusing 
the metal which holds the water in check, thus providing for ex-
tinguishing the fire, and at the same time electrically calling the 
brigade to the scene of action, either to turn the water off, or 
complete the subjugation of the outbreak. 

Facilities for Summoning the Brigade : 

The most important factor in preventing heavy fire losses, and 
what may be termed the first line of defence, is the public fire 
alarm service, provided by the brigade This is so simply arranged 
that almost any individual can readily send in a fire call. 	The 

system designed and perfected by this brigade is one calculated 
to meet existing requirements, and also overcome the great diffi-
culties of keeping up a continuous and reliable service under most 
unsuitable conditions as to outside line wires. The adoption of a 
closed circuit system under these circumstances was most impera-
tive, as by that means, the failure of any line would be instantly re-
corded at the fire station, and the fault rectified. The method of run-
ning circuits radially from a fire station, terminating generally at a 
distance of from one to two miles, is such so that to reach the most 
distant call box on a circuit each of the closer points must be 
passed in turn. This ensures the attendance of the brigade even 
should an incorrect call be sent in. 	As a rule not more than six 

call boxes are fitted to any one circuit. 
The call box contains an instrument with a coiled spring turn-

ing a disc fitted with pins according to the circuit number of the 

box. 	Each pin on passing a certain point depresses a contact 
trigger, which opens the circuit, thus sending in the pre-arranged 
signal by automatic telegraphy. The call is received on a dial 

at the fire station. 	This is operated by an indication line relay 
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of special construction. 	On the construction of this relay de- 
pends the success of the whole system. Many experiments were 
made to determine the best and most reliable type to adopt. The 
ordinary telegraph relay was found to be quite unsuitable. Fin-
ally an electro-magnetic relay with special split cores made of 
finest charcoal iron, and wound to a resistance of about too chms., 
was adopted. The energy required for the operation of this relay 
is derived generally from the public supply mains, the character 
and pressure of the current being transformed, and rectified, or 
re-generated, so as to be utilised economically for charging a 
secondary battery of from three to five cells, a working pressure of 
from 6 to to volts being necessary for efficiency, each circuit taking 
from 25 to 3o milliamperes. 

A telephone, on the common battery principle, is fitted to each 
box. This is only for the use of the brigade, being locked up in 
the box. 	All the public is asked to do, in the event of a fire 
occurring, is "to break the glass and press the button." 
First Aid Appliances: 

It is well to bear in mind that all fires are the same size at one 
time during the outbreak, and that nearly all fires can be subdued 
at that time, i.e., at their inception, therefore it is advisable al-
ways to have appliances at hand to act promptly. The best known 
appliance for dealing with an outbreak at a very early stage is 
the ordinary bucket of water. 	This bucket should not be too 
large, and should be painted red on the outside with some indica-
tion as to its use. This form of fire extinguisher is very unreliable 
in most cases, as it has a nasty habit of drying up or wandering 
round looking for other jobs. 	It also makes an excellent recep- 
tacle for rubbish or dirt Apparently so simple a matter as throw-
ing a bucket of water on a fire is unworthy of mention, but the 
fact remains that the contents of the pail rarely reach the fire. 
Certainly the thrower will receive a liberal share himself. 

Another form popular some years back, was known as the 
hand grenade, and consisted of a glass flask containing ammonia 
chloride solution. 	This was to be thrown into the fire, breaking 
the glass and liberating the contents. 	There was also the dry- 
powder extinguisher packed in a small tin tube. This wonderful 
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powder was composed of soda bi-carbonate, a small amount of 
colouring matter, and some clay or powdered starch to prevent 
caking. 

Both these latter forms of so-called fire extinguisher have 
proved a delusion and a snare, in fact the burning of the Iroquois 
Theatre was in a great measure due to the fireman on duty attempt-
ing to extinguish the flames with two tins of this dry powder 
instead of using some more efficacious means. 

The hand chemical extinguisher has come to stay. It would 
not be exaggerating to state that millions of these little extin- 
guishers are now in use. 	The ordinary type contains about 24 
gallons of water, with i4 lbs. of bi-carbonate of soda in solution. 
A bottle containing 4 fluid ounces of sulphuric acid, and closed 
only with a loose weighted stopper, is placed in the upper part 
of the cylinder with the stopper above the solution. 	On invert- 
ing the cylinder the stopper falls back, allowing the acid to come 
in contact with the soda solution, thus liberating the carbon di- 
oxide from the soda. 	A pressure of about too lbs. per square 
inch is generated, which is sufficient to eject the solution to a 
distance of about 40 ft. 	In every well organized brigade a big 
majority of the fires attended are extinguished by means of these 
small extinguishers. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

Necessity for Fire Pumps: 

Notwithstanding the fact that almost any class of building 
with its contents can be made reasonably safe from destruction by 
fire, there is always the conflagration hazard to be kept in mind. 
Given the right weather conditions and the proper chain of cir-
cumstances, a disastrous fire is always possible. 

To deal with these conditions a copious water supply is abso-
lutely necessary, and even with this available a conflagration at 
times may assume such tremendous proportions as to be almost 
unquenchable The violence of the chemical action taking place in 
the heart of a great fire is quite beyond description, and possibly 
beyond imagination. We know that the most powerful streams of 
water at our command make not the slightest impression on the 
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material, and it is quite within the bounds of reason to suppose 
that the water is converted instantly into an inflammable gas, 
which adds its quota to the violence of the conflagration. 

In New York and other American cities a special fire main 
is provided, and water is pumped through these mains at a mini- 
mum pressure of 150 lbs. to the square inch ; and although no time 
is lost in bringing dozens of large streams to bear on a fire, it 
frequently happens that the bare walls of a large warehouse bear 
eloquent testimony of the failure to check the fire. In such a case 
the only thing to be done is to take every precaution to prevent 
the fire from spreading. 

Unfortunately the water service of this city is far from satis-
factory from a fire-extinguishing point of view. The total pump-
ing capacity of the fire engines of this brigade amounts to 6,100 
gallons per minute, and there are but few places in the city where 
sufficient water could be obtained to allow these pumps to be 
worked at their full capacity. 

Capacity and Type of Fire Pumps: 

The static water pressure in this city is about 140 lbs. per 
square inch at the lower levels. 	This is a useful pressure for fire 
work, but owing to the small capacity of our water mains that 
pressure soon drops below an efficient working margin. Advan- 
tage must then be taken of the fire pump. 	Canvas dams are 
erected close to the hydrants on the mains, and the water allowed 
to flow into them without restriction through 2/ inch canvas hose. 
This draws off practically all the water the mains are capable of 
delivering. The end of the suction pipe of the fire pump is placed 
in the canvas dam, and the water passing through the pump is 
raised to a pressure ranging from 100 to 1so lbs. per square inch 

as required. 
The capacity of the various pumps in use by the brigade is :- 

1 Steam pump of 1,000 gals. per minute . 	i,000 

1 

 

,, „ 600 „ „ .. 600 
2 „ „ 450 ,, „ each goo 

5 ,, „ 350  ,, „ „ 1 ,750  

1 „ „ 200 „ 200 

12 
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2 Petrol motor pumps, 45o gals. per minute each .. 	900 
5 „ 	pumps 	i 5o „ 	„ 	„ 	• • 750  

Total.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 	6, i oo 

To enter into a detailed description of the various types of 
pump used by this brigade would entail a very considerable amount 
of time and labour, but a short description of each machine may 
be of interest. 

The ordinary type of steam fire pump is directly connected to 
the piston of the steam cylinder by means of two piston rods, one 
on each side of the crank shaft. The crank shaft and fly wheel 
are used only to regulate the stroke of the engine and operate 
the steam slide valve and feed pump for boiler. 	The ratio of 
area between the steam piston and bucket plunger of pump is such 
that with a steam pressure of 125 lbs. per square inch a working 
pressure on the pump of 140-150 lbs. per square inch may be 
maintained. 	The steam cylinder and attachment of the engine 
are of the ordinary description, but the pump is of a class peculiar 
to fire engines. 	It is double-action pump on the delivery, and 
single action only on the suction side. This result is obtained by 
the arrangement of a perforated bucket with soft rubber valves 
fitted to the end of the plunger piston. On the down stroke of 
the pump the piston displaces one-half of the contents of the pump 
barrel, the other half being lifted by the bucket on the up-stroke as 
the rubber valves close at the commencement of the upward move-
ment. The barrel of the pump is also sucked full on the upward. 
or suction-delivery stroke. 

A large air cushion is provided so as to maintain a continuous 
and steady stream, and on the suction side a vacuum chamber is 
fitted to take up the oscillation in the water column in the suction 
hose. 	Although a foot-valve is provided with most fire pumps 
it is practically never used, as the pumps are so accurately con-
structed that a lift of 28 feet is easily accomplished. 

A later type of pump is of the complete double action type 
fitted with hard composition valves and metal springs. The 
valve boxes are so arranged and placed as to be quickly accessible 
should any fault occur. 
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Typical Fire Engine Boiler: 

The great success of the steam fire engine depends almost en-
tirely on the very fine type of boiler, or rather steam generator, 
which was originally invented and manufactured for that pur- 

pose. 
These boilers are of the water-tube type with 12o or more tubes 

of ; in. x 14 G. muntz metal. They vary in length, being at right 
angles to cylindrical portion of the upright boiler, in which they 

are fitted. 	A boiler of this description, weighing little over half 
a ton, is capable of generating and maintaining 35 H.P. of energy, 
providing that suitable coal fuel is used. 

Although these generators are marvels of energy production 
considering their small weight and measurements, their capacity 
for devouring the very best quality of coal is somewhat astonishing. 
The water space between the tubes and above the crown is very 
limited, and a boiler such as described, when up to high water 
level, does not contain more than 14 gallons of water. 	This 

necessitates the utmost vigilance of the man in attendance. Prac-
tically all the steam brigade pumps are horse drawn, but success-
ful attempts are now being made to attach or combine petrol 
motor traction. Naturally steam traction would be most suitable 
were it not that the time necessary for raising a working pressure 
makes this almost impracticable. 

Some fire engine builders provide for keeping the boiler con-
stantly under steam, and this is an excellent arrangement for the 
said builders, as the constant circulation of hot water soon necessi-

tates the purchase of a new boiler. 
Some enterprising South Melbourne firms have been making 

the boilers for us for years, and they have not only been much 
cheaper than those we had to import from England previously, but 
there is no doubt the quality is more than equal. 

Motor Pumps: 

On account of these drawbacks the petrol motor is rapidly dis-
placing the steamer, as the motor is not only capable of perform-
ing rapid traction work, but the same engine provides the motive 

] power 
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power for operating the pumps when the scene of operations is 
reached. 

The action of the internal combustion engine is now so well 
known that I shall not attempt any detailed description. 	There 
are no unusual features in the engine dedicated to the motor fire 
engine, but the pump is distinctly of a "fire" type. 	That in use 
in this brigade is known as a "Hatfield," and may be shortly de-
scribed as three plunger pumps arranged inside a hollow ring, all 
being operated by the one crank. The "ring" casting is separ-
ated by an inside web throughout its whole internal circumference. 
One half of this hollow ring is connected to the suction, the other 
to the delivery side of the pump, with the necessary soft rubber 
valves between. 

Another pump much in use is the centrifugal type, arranged in 
two or three stages, with special provision for obtaining an initial 
vacuum. Both types are eminently suitable for quick and effec-
tive fire work, and very considerable rivalry exists at present be-
tween the builders and users, both sides proving distinctly that 
each is superior to the other. 

A minute gained in the early part of a fire is worth an hour at 
a later period. 	With this object in view we have adopted the 
practice of building light but commodious bodies to fit a high- 
powered touring chassis fitted with pneumatic tyres. 	Each of 
these appliances carries i,000 feet of 2i inch canvas hose, jump-
ing sheet, standpipes, and all the numerous small appliances, in-
cluding electric torches, rubber gloves, hand chemical extinguish-
ers, a small "first aid to the injured" outfit, and last, but not least, 
a first-rate house-breaking kit. 	The ordinary time taken to get 
away from the station with one of these first turn out machines 
is from to to 15 seconds, and the average speed is 3o miles per 
hour. The success of these fast machines has been conclusively 
proved in this brigade, and we learn from copies of fire press that 
American brigades have adopted the same tactics. 	Melbourne 
may fairly claim to be one of the first brigades to recognise the 
practicability and value of this type of appliance. 

The Passing of the Horse: 

The advent of the motor-propelled vehicle is looked upon by 
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firemen and others with mingled feelings of satisfaction and re-
gret. Satisfaction that very much better work can be performed 
by the motor, and regret that the friend and companion of all 
firemen, the horse, will in a very short period of time be a thing 

of the past. 
A horse-drawn, but very useful, American pump ("Gasoline") 

is employed in some of the more distant suburb.. 	It consists of 
a single-cylinder petrol engine of large diameter and stroke direct- 
coupled to a rotary pump. 	This pump is fitted internally with 
two cogged rotors geared deeply with each other. The ends of 
the teeth of the rotors are fitted with brass slip pieces kept up to 
the face of the inside of pump barrel by springs. This ensures a 
perfect fit, and enables a vacuum of 26 inches or over to be ob- 

tained. 	The action of the cogged rotors is to pass the water 
from the suction to the delivery side in the same manner that a 
piece of paper would be run through ; no valves being required on 

either side. 	A pressure of 120 lbs. per square inch can be easily 

maintained. 

Extension Ladder : 

No fire brigade is complete without a good supply of extension 

ladders. 	There are several in this brigade, varying in height 
from 35 feet to 87 feet. 	This latter is practically the longest 
ladder built, and unfortunately requires the services of two strong 
horses to draw it to a fire, although it is, in other respects, up to 

date. 
The bunch of ladders are elevated to the required angle manu-

ally, and extended by means of a small engine, the motive power 
being obtained from compressed carbonic acid gas. Three cylin-
ders, each containing 14 lbs. of gas, are carried, and each cylinder 
is capable of extending the ladder twice to its full height. The 
engine is of the ordinary high-pressure steam construction. 

The safe working of this ladder depends on the observation 
of the figures supplied on a quadrant fixed to the movable frame. 
A plumb-bob points to the set of figures to be regarded, according 
to the angle of elevation, and determines the height to which it is 
safe to extend. For instance the desired angle being 5o degrees, 
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it is safe to extend to 70 feet, the vertical height then being 56 
feet, and the projection 34 feet over centre of turntable. 

FIRE PRECAUTIONS NECESSARY IN HIGH BUILDINGS. 
The predominating class of city buildings naturally determines 

the class of fire appliances to be selected, and also demands that 
structures of such a height as to be inaccessible by means of fire 
brigade appliances must be specially constructed and equipped. 

Without entering into the merits or demerits of present-day 
fire-resisting building construction, it is only reasonable to expect 
that as the buildings increase in height and area much greater at- 
tention should be gir en to the matter of fire-resisting construction, 
and the provision of fixed fire extinguishing appliances. 

There appears to me to be no reason against a properly con-
structed building being carried to any reasonable height providing 
that the areas between the various floors are sufficiently subdivided . 

Automatic fire detectors should be installed in every portion of the 
building, and fire appliances of the best type be available at any 
point with a special fire pump and fire mains. 	It is imperative 
that stairways and elevator shafts should not be left open at the 
various floors, but cut off by fire-resisting partitions and doors, 
and provision made for an isolated staircase of a thoroughly fire 
resisting character to be used in case of fire. 	The exit by this 
means should be the easiest way of leaving the building, not as in 
many present instances, practically a forlorn hope. 

I think quite as much might be urged from a health point of 
view against very tall buildings on account of the exclusion of 
sunlight from the streets adjoining. 

It must not be deduced from the foregoing that I favour the 
erection of tall buildings, but should such be allowed, there is no 
reason why, with proper ' egulations and supervision, they should 
not be rendered reasonably safe from a fire protection point of 
view. 

With regard to prevention of the spread of fire, too much stress 
cannot be laid on the value of wired glass. If properly fixed in 
steel frames, a polished wired glass window is a splendid fire re-
sister, and will admit nearly as much light as an ordinary unwired 
window. 

Fire Break Doore : 

The fallacy of using solid iron in the construction of so-called 
fire-resisting doors has been so frequently demonstrated that it 
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would appear unnecessary that I should again raise a word of 
warning as to their utter unreliability. 	An ordinary door of 

r inch flooring boards is a much better fire-resister, but a wooden 
door of several layers of wood, the grain of each layer running 
diagonally to the others, and properly sheathed with sheet steel, 
is a splendid fire-resister. On numerous occasions the latter type 
has proved its great utility, notably in a fire wl.ich occurred at 
Briscoe and Co.'s hardware four-storey warehouse in Little Col- 
lins Street. 	The back portion of these premises was totally de- 
stroyed, the heat being very intense, causing the solid brick 
dividing wall to crack and warp considerably. Notwithstanding 
this fact the composite fire-resisting doors remained practically 

intact. 	Another instance occurred at Stone's timber yard, Fitz- 
roy, when, although the mills were totally destroyed, the fire door 
guarding the boiler house proved its absolute reliability. 	This 
door was opened by the writer immediately after the fire, and 
worked well, and with the exception of a little bulging of the 
sheathing on the exposed side, appeared little the worse for its 

severe roasting. 
On the other hand the plain sheet iron doors buckle, and leave 

their moorings on the first rise in temperature. 	They not only 
convey the fire by induction and radiation to the protected portion 
of the premises, but owing to their buckling are almost sure to 
resist any attempt to force them open to allow of the brigade gain-
ing access thereby to the actual fire. 
Smoke Appliances: 

For the purpose of enabling a fireman to enter places where 
there is an insufficiency of air to support life, or where the atmo-
sphere may be charged with poisonous gases, several types of 
smoke helmets are used. The apparatus giving the most satis-
faction, and filling most requirements is known as the "Draeger." 

It consists of a face mask rendered air-tight by a pneumatic 
cushion fitting round the outer part of the face, and inflated accord- 
ing to the size and shape of the wearer. 	An oxygen supply is 
compressed into a cylinder, and carried on the back, there being 
sufficient to last for two hours. A breathing bag is connected by 
tubes to the face-mask and oxygen cylinders and potash trays are 
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arranged to take up the carbon dioxide given off by the lungs. It 
is calculated that an individual performing heavy work continu-
ously for two hours exhales about 3i  cubic feet, or q ounces of 
carbon dioxide. 

SPECIAL SERVICES. 
A special service staff of an officer and 27 men is employed on 

various duties, such as firemen at theatres and places of entertain- 
ment. The brigade also contracts to keep private fire appliances 
clean and in good order, making a small annual charge for such 
services. 

All this work is carried out by the special service men. These 
28 men are engaged almost exclusively on fire prevention duties, 
it being on but rare occasions that they are called on to perform 
any active fire duties. 
Chrotto-Electric Watchman's Detector: 

As the price of safety from fire is continual vigilance, a word 
or two may be said regarding night watchmen. 	It is against 
human nature to continuously remain awake at night and sleep 
by day, therefore, no matter how conscientiously a watchman may 
strive to perform his undoubtedly arduous duties, he is 
sure to fail on occasions. This fact has been repeatedly 
demonstrated by the chrono-electric device manufactured 
and installed by this brigade. The system consists of 
an electrical recording clock of the dry-ink marking 
cylinder type. In addition to the usual mechanism for producing 
the local record, there is a time limit attached to the wheel train, 
whereby the brigade is instantly warned should the watchman 
exceed the time limit between the periods of his patrol. 	The 
operation of this is as follows :- 

Should the pre-arranged interval of time elapse without the 
watchman operating a clock switch, a contact is made by the 
clock mechanism, which closes a local service through an alarm 
relay which, on attracting its armature, opens a fire alarm line, 
and gives a signal distinct from the fire code. 	On receipt of this 
signal the brigade takes immediate steps to again restore the watch-
ing. There is also a time switch connected to the above mechan-
ism, which is set to automatically cut out the warning device dur-
ing the daytime, when no watchman is on duty. 



TASMANIAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS. 

HE annual dinner was held on 28th November, at 
Hurt's Cafe, Collins-street, Hobart, the chair being 
occupied by Mr. Rudolph W. Koch, F.R.V.I.A., 
who had on his right the Minister of Lands (Hon. 
E. Mulcahy), and on his left the Mayor of Hobart 

(Alderman Crisp). The Builders' Association was well represent-
ed, and almost, if not quite, every practising Architect in Southern 
Tasmania was present, together with a contingent from the 

North. 	After the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, Mr. A. C. 
Walker proposed "the State Government," and made a plea for 
throwing open to public competition all important public buildings. 
He also urged Registration of Architects. 

In his reply, the Minister said the throwing open of important 
work would receive the consideration of the Government, but 
pointed out that several buildings, notably the General Post Office, 
had been erected from competitive designs many years ago. 

In proposing the "Hobart Corporation," Mr. H. R. Hutchi-
son referred to the necessity for an alignment survey of the city, 
and a new Building Act. 	The Architects had repeatedly offered 
assitance in drafting the Act, and were still willing to do so. 	He 
complimented the Mayor on the number of important public works 
which had been carried through or begun during the last few 

years. 
The Mayor, in reply, said that the re-modelling of the Building 

Act was one of the first steps which they would take early in the 
New Year, and that a committee had already been appointed for 

that purpose. 	Plans were in preparation for a large city hall 
[and 
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and market buildings, which would cost about £25,000, and he 
hoped that in the near future the present Town Hall buildings 
would be extended over the site at the rear of the hall. He re-
gretted that the plebiscite held a few years ago had turned this 
down through a misconception on the part of the public. 

Mr. James Dunn proposed "Success to the Tasmanian Insti-
tute of Architects," and wished the members success individually 
and collectively in their aims and objects, especially with regard 
to registration. 	He gave a message to young Architects to be 
particular with their structural work, especially foundations, and 
to emulate the reputation one of Tasmania's grandest Architects 
--the late Mr. Henry Hunter—had left. The toast was coupled 
with the name of the president of the Institute, Mr. Koch. 

Mr. Koch, in responding, thanked those present for the way in 
which they had honoured the toast. 	He felt proud to preside 
at the first dinner given by the Architects for many years. 	He 
referred to the pleasure they had in receiving the congratulatory 
telegram from Victoria, and mentioned that the Institute had sent 
a telegram to Victoria last Tuesday on the occasion of a similar 
function in Melbourne. 	Touching Mr. Dunn's remarks about 
young Architects looking after their foundations, he was confirmed 
in his experience that builders really liked being looked after, and 
appreciated and respected Architects who did not wait till the 
walls were half up before going to see if all their fads had been 
included. 	He appreciated the difficulties builders encountered in 
keeping control of their contracts, owing to the specialisation of 
so many branches of industry, such as ventilation, heating, and 
re-inforced concrete. Architects were always ready to confer with 
a view of surmounting any difficulty, and for their mutual inter- 
ests. 	Their objects were the advancement, protection, and ele- 
vation of architecture as an art, the cultivation of friendly inter-
course between architects, and the maintenance of a uniform 
standard of professional practice and charges. They had met with 
success in each of these aims, and a better feeling now existed 
than had at times been the case. Their membership was open to 
all who qualified through efficient training. 	As regarded regis- 
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tration, they claimed that such matters as ventilation, sunlight, 
sanitation, etc., were matters of public architecture, and not 
merely public health, and affected the wellbeing of the whole com- 
munity. 	So, too, were construction and design. 	From every 
point of view it was desirable that the public should know who 
were Architects. 	In the long run it was at the expense of the 
city when bad work was erected. They did not seek to prevent 
any small building from being put up without an Architect, but 
they urged that for the public protection anyone using the 
name of Architect should be qualified. 	Their motive in this de- 

sire for registration was not selfish. 	The present generation of 
Architects would probably pass away before the benefits could be 
felt, but it would be a lasting public benefit. 

With reference to public works being entrusted to private 
Architects, in the sister States the leading hospital and public in-
stitution buildings had been carried out by private Architects, 
who held the appointments either by selection or competition. 
In Tasmania practically only such buildings as were erected from 
funds collected from private sources were entrusted to private 
Architects. Only within the last few weeks a circular had been 
issued by the Public Works Department to certain institutions 
stating that in future all public funds spent in buildings must 
be carried out under Government supervision. The distribution 
of the work among the private firms would relieve the congestion 
that existed in the Public Works Department, owing to the in-
creasing number of State and Commonwealth buildings entrusted 

to its care. 	Where an individual was employed he stood or fell 

by his reputation. 
The toast of the Builders' Association was submitted by Mr. 

R. F. Ricards, who referred to the good feeling which existed, 
and the response was entrusted to Mr. R. H. Stabb, who in happy 
terms thanked the Institute for a pleasant meeting. 

[Victorian 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

lV December 6th, Mr. J. Davie, so well known 
to all who have studied clay modelling at the 
Working Men's College, delivered a lecture on 
"Sculpture," before the Society. 	The lecture, 
given enthusiastically, was greatly appreciated by 

about thirty members, amongst whom were two of the original 
members, lately returned to Melbourne. 	Mr. Davie's remarks 
were supplemented by Mr. Dean, of the Prahran Technical Col-
lege, who showed a series of lantern slides illustrating the decora-
tion of interiors in a number of French, English, and Italian 
buildings. 	Mr. Dean's pointed comments on these views, and 
his personal reminiscences, appealed very strongly to some of the 
audience. 

At this meeting the Committee was instructed to review the 
rules of the society, and report on their condition to a general 
meeting. This was done, and on the 19th December the revi-
sions suggested by the Committee were discussed, and the new 
rules adopted by the General Meeting. 	For some time past a 
conviction had been growing amongst members that the old rules 
were insufficient for the needs of a Society of the size of the 
V.A.S.S. The arrangement, also, was faulty in some instances, 
so that the revision was undertaken not before it was needed. 
The new rules are to be printed and distributed to all the mem-
bers, in order that there may be a more general knowledge on the 
subject than has been the case in the past. 

As mentioned in this page some time ago, the V.A.S.S. has 
now the beginnings of a Library. A member has generously 
come forward with the offer of a donation, conditional on the sum 
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of £5 being subscribed by the members—or friends—of the So-
ciety. Already over £3 has been received, and the support and 
assistance of all interested in the welfare of the Society is re- 
quested. 	Subscriptions to the fund, or donations of books, etc., 
will be gladly received and acknowledged by the Hon. Librarian, 
Mr. C. H. Strachan Smith, care Messrs. Grainger and Little, 36o 
Collins-street. 

One of the objects of the Society is the promotion of social 
intercourse amongst the members. 	Following out this idea two 
excursions have been held lately ; of these the one to Geelong has 
been noted previously. The second was held on Saturday and 
Sunday the 13th and 14th December, when the Geelong students 
were the guests of the Society in Melbourne. On Saturday after-
noon a motor char-à-banc trip was taken to Greensborough, and 
in the evening the "Butterflies"at St. Kilda, were visited. Sunday 
afternoon was occupied by a motor launch trip from Studley Park 
to Rudder Grange, there tea was partaken of, after which the party 
returned to town. 

295 



INDEX. 

Office-bearers for 1913-14  2 
Roll of Members, 1913 	 3  
Annual General Meeting 	 5  

Election of Officers 	 7  

Report of the Council, 1912-13 	... 	.,. 	 14 

	

Report of the Literary and Social Committee 	.,, 	19 
The R.V.I.A. Journal of Proceedings, Editor's Report, 1912-13 20 
Report of the Honorary Treasurer .., 	 22 

Magnets System of Synchronized Clocks 	 11 
Along the Bye-Paths ... 	 24, 131, 199, 221, 262 
Architectural Criticism 	

30 
41 

48, 94, 153, 206, 246, 294 
51 
54 
66 
69 
76 

Buildings 	 78 
84 
97 
99 

108 
123 

... 128, 130 
134 
137 

... 139, 267 
143 

Architects Examination, May, 1913 	145 
Tasmanian Association of Architects 	.., 	 151, 205, 291 
General Meeting, July 22nd 	.,. 	 157 
General Meeting, September 2nd 	... 	... 	 161 
Architectural Education at Melbourne University 	... 	 163 
Architecture in American Universities 	... 	 170 
General Meeting, September 23rd 	 ... 	 185 

President's Address 	.,, 	 8  

The Passing of the Disconnecting Trap 
Victorian Architectural Students' Society 
General Meeting, April 1st 
Foundations : City of Melbourne 
General Meeting, April 29th 	... 
Foundations : General ... 
Beauty a City Asset ... 	.. 
The Relation of Sculpture to Parks and 
The Use of White Lead in Painting 
General Meeting, June 3rd 
Timber Boring Insects 
The Wood Borer 
General Meeting, July 1st 
Hospitals ... 	,,, 
Housing Problem 	.,, 
Instalment of Telephones 
R.V.I.A. Competitions, 1913 
Visits by the R.V.I.A. 
Royal Victorian Institute of 



Retaining Walls 188 

Housing Problem 	... 202 

The Late Alfred Champion (A) ... 209 

Special General Meeting, October 13th 209 

General Meeting, October 27th ... 211 

Town Planning, Garden Cities, and Playgrounds 214  

Steel Frame Construction 	... 	... 223 

University of London (Architecture at) 	... 236 

Architectural Education at the University 240 

On Getting Abroad 	... 291  
British School at Rome 244  
R. V.I.A. Dinner 	 ... 249 

Chinese Decorative Art in Relation to Architecture ... 269 

Fire Prevention and Extinction ... 276 

i6 	iq14' 













Library Digitised Collections

Author/s:
Royal Victorian Institute of Architects

Title:
Journal of proceedings (Royal Victorian Institute of Architects): 1913-1914

Date:
1913-1914

Persistent Link:
http://hdl.handle.net/11343/108565

http://hdl.handle.net/11343/108565

