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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
N TUESDAY evening, February 25th, the 41st 

Annual Meeting (since incorporation) was held in 
the Institute Rooms, Mr. Gerard Wight, M.C.E. 
(President) being in the chair. There was a good 
attendance of members, and several students. 

The minutes of the previous general meeting were read and con-
firmed. Messrs. Oakden and Sydney Wilson sent apologies for 
unavoidable absence. In order to cope with the business of the 
evening it was stated that the Council had dealt with the general 
correspondence. A resolution passed at the special general meet-
ing on 28th January last was formally rescinded, on the motion 
of Messrs. Little and H. W. Tompkins. 

1Reports anb 3ournals lReceiveb from lkinbreb 
%ocieties with thanhs. 

"R.I.B.A. Journal," vol. xx., third serf es. First quarterly 
part, comprising Nos. 1 to 5. 

"Architectural Association Journal," Dec. , 1912-Jan., 1913. 
"The Salon" (Institute of Architects, N. S.W.). Jan.-Feb., 

1913. 
"The American Institute of Architects," quarterly bulletin 

(April, 1912., Vol. 13, No. 1.) 

"Societe Centrale d'Architecture de Belgique," No. i 1, 12, 
1913. 

"Annali della Societa degli Ingegneri e degli Architetti 
Italiana," Nos. 22, 23, 24, 1913. 

"Revue Belge Tekhne de I'Architecture et des Arts qui s'y 
rapportent," Nos. 87 to g6. 

]Election. 
Messrs. I. G. Beaver (F.) and J. S. Watts (F.) having been 

appointed scrutineers, an election was held on the applications 
for membership of the following 

Rodney Howard Alsop (A.), a candidate for fellowship. 
William Scott Purves Godfrey (A.), a candidate for fellowship. 

[Henry 



annual General Meeting. 

Henry Howard Spowers, a candidate for fellowship. 
George Eric Teague, a candidate for fellowship. 
Percy E. Everett, a candidate for associateship. 
George Burridge Leith, a candidate for associateship. 
Percy Allport Oakley, a candidate for associateship. 

Each candidate was declared to be unanimously elected. 

Etnnuat 1Zeports. 

The annual report of the Council having been read by the 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. John Little (F.), the President moved its 
reception and adoption, which was seconded by Mr. Sydney Smith 
(F.). Mr. Smith referred to the charge which was made by the 
Building Surveyor for checking calculations for new buildings. 
He was of opinion that no charge should be made, or if it were, 
it should only apply when mistakes were found in the computa-
tions submitted. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.) explained that under modern me-
thods of construction, it was necessary to provide for the checking 
of all calculations, and equally necessary to adopt a common 
standard for computations. The cost of checking was very great, 
but it was an extra check upon the architect who, in any case, 
would be glad to have his calculations verified. The charge, as it 
were, therefore became simply an insurance charge, which, if the 
proprietor did not pay, many an architect would be glad to pay 
for himself. It was absolutely necessary to provide for checking, 
because recently an "architect" (not a member of the Institute) 
"put in" calculations for a building which, had such structure 
been carried out as shown, would have suffered a terrible col-
lapse. 

Mr. Anketell Henderson (F.) said the permission to erect 
framed steel and reinforced concrete buildings was only given as 
a concession. 	By obtaining greater floor areas, and by being 
able to build higher buildings the charge for calculations was not 
unreasonable. The charge, in addition, was made by the build-
ing authorities in every city in the world. 

Mr. I. G. Beaver (F.) did not think that the amount of the 
charge mattered, but it was the principle involved which concerned 
him most. 
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The President stated that, although the City Council checked 
the calculations, it took no responsibility whatever regarding any 
after effects. 

The report was then adopted. 
Mr. I. G. Beaver (F.) presented the financial statement, 

which showed a healthy condition. On the motion of Mr. Sydney 
Smith (F.) seconded by Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.) the statement 
was taken as read. The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. Beaver (F.) moved 
its reception and adoption, which was seconded by Mr. Sydney 
Smith (F.), and carried. 

Mr. W. M. Campbell (F.) read the report of the Literary and 
Social Committee, and moved its reception and adoption, which 
was seconded by Mr. H. W. Sedgfield and carried. 

The Editor (Mr. John Little (F.) read the Report of the "Pro-
ceedings," and moved its reception and adoption, which was 
seconded by Mr. I. G. Beaver (F.) and carried. 

The whole of the reports are printed elsewhere in this issue. 

Election of Officers. 

The following officers and members of Council were then 
elected for the ensuing year:— 

President : Anketell Henderson. 
Vice-Presidents : Percy Oakden and H. W. Tompkins. 
Hon. Treasurer : W. M. Campbell. 
Hon. Secretary : John Little. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary : W. A. M. Blackett. 
Members of Council: I. G. Beaver, H. B. Gibbs, Sydney 

Smith, James S. Watts, Gerard Wight. 
Assoc. Member of Council : Alec. S. Eggleston. 

Mr. Gerard Wight (F.), the retiring President, then inducted 
the new President (Mr. Anketell Henderson, M.C.E.) into the 
Presidential chair. 	He thanked the Institute for the cordial 
support he had received during his two years of office. He 
thought the last year's work was well summed up in the Council's 
report. He knew his successor would introduce a vigorous policy, 
and he asked members to rally round the chair, attend the meet-
ings, and make them enthusiastic. 

[President's 



PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. 

'°.'e ,;:o; FTER thanking the Institute for the compliment of 
re-election, the new President (Mr. Anketell Hen-
derson, M.G.E.) explained that he had deserted 
for two years on the ground of health, but was 
now himself again, and prepared to help on a 
vigorous policy. 

He had read the charters of the R.I.B.A. and R.V.I.A., and 
painted out that the first was more educational in its aims, and 

our own more social. 	Unfortunately there had been too much 
social meeting without members doing their duty to the others 
in pointing out practical and professional dangers. For instance, 
take the case of the timber-borer. Had members been informed 
of this trouble at the first, as they should, weeks of anxiety and 
thousands of pounds might have been saved. 

Architects, like medical men, are in Professional competition, 
but the medical man (who is not a quack) lets his professional 
brethren know of unforeseen difficulties in operation, and new 
agents in medicine within a few weeks of their discovery, and the 
Institute must provide means for their members to do the ^me. 
His suggestion was sections one to deal with business and legal 
difficulties, one with structural and practical difficulties, and others 
would suggest themselves or be suggested as necessity arose. 

Practically the text of his address was "responsibility." The 
architect's relation to client and contractor was semi-judicial. 
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The relation was settled by the terms of contract. The Institute 
had not even the right to advise on such matters unless both 
parties consented. 	Even trying to establish a settled practice 
would be difficult unless specifications were standardized, like 
the conditions of contract, or standards of material were adopted, 
as he urged years ago. 

The next duty was that of architects to their pupils or stu-
dents. Were they doing all they could? Students doing prac-
tice work which would never be carried into execution, whether in 
offices or at the University, or Working Men's College, were 
like men marking time instead of marching ; they got tired, but 
got no further forward. Their muscles were in better condition 
than if they did nothing at all, but they were not getting full 
value. Although diffident in recommending his own work at the 
University, he advised, members to give their students time to 
learn work analytically there methods almost impossible in the 
office. Those who could give the extra time for the Science and 
Engineering work of the Diploma course would never regret it, 
but it meant extra work, and without that it could not be done. 

The duty of the Institution to its members had been partly 
dealt with. 	How the meeting should be conducted would be 
for the council to say. Probably there would be a private meet-
ing from 8 to g o'clock, and then a paper and the public meeting. 
As to the sections, he suggested they be the special duty of the 
Hon. Assistant Secretary, Mr. Blackett, who, he knew, would 
do such with credit. 

The Council had a hard year's work before it, but by distri-
buting it into channels which would enlist the Associates, and he 
hoped some of the students, a good deal could be done. "Many 
hands make light work" is an old and good proverb, and true 
also in the case of minds. 

Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.) said he felt in perfect accord with 
the opinions which the new President had uttered. Dealing with 
the official Referees' decisions under the Building Act, these deci-
sions should be published, so that architects might know what was 

[likely 
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likely to be allowed or disallowed in the general practice of build- 
ing. 	If an application was certain to be dismissed there was no 
reason why the fee of £a 2s. should be paid, to be simply wasted. 
The Institute might set apart an evening now and again for the 
discussion of matters common to the profession. "Foundations" 
would furnish a good subject, when they could compare experi-
ences, and add to their stock of knowledge. He hoped the Pre-
sident would be satisfied with the new Council. Several members 
of the Institute had realised the need for a complete change. 
Two or three of them had got Mr. Henderson out of his shell of 
retirement, because they felt he was . the man for the hour, and 
also that he would have the support of every member of the Coun-
cil. 

Mr. John A. B. Koch (F.) said the present was not the first time 
he had congratulated Mr. Henderson upon his attainment to the 
Presidency, and he was certain that during the coming year many 
new ideas would be initiated, and much useful work done. The 
new President had had great experience in overcoming difficulties, 
and the discussion of the difficulties they met with in their prac-
tice would, he was convinced, induce larger attendances at their 
meetings. 

The President, in responding to the congratulations, thanked 
Messrs. Tompkins and Koch for their kind words. He desired 
that there should be some book of reference in which all informa-
tion might be tabulated, so that when an architect needed he 
could find something which would help him out of his difficulty. 
He thought that Mr. W. A. M. Blackett was the one whom they 
might put into this work, as this matter could not be mixed up 
with the business part of the Institute. 
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*d AGNETA SYSTEM OF 
j 1 SYNCHRONIZED 

CLOCKS." 

Remarks at Demonstration (with working models) at the R. V.I.A. 
Meeting, Feb. 25th, 1913, by John Ingram. 

Y THE kind consideration of the officers of your 
Institute, I have been accorded this opportunity 
to direct the attention of your members to the 
necessity of their co-operation to bring about the 
general adoption of some reliable system of syn-
chronized timepieces in the City of Melbourne. 

I think you will all agree that time is, as far as the business 
man is concerned, the prime factor upon which is built the order 
of each day's doings, and is in effect the essence of all his under-
takings. 	We and our actions are absolutely under the control 
of the clock. A special Committee of the British Science Guild 
sat in London in igo8 to consider the question of uniform time. 
The Chairman, Sir John Cockburn, said, "A cheating yard wand 
is not a greater robber than .a false dial." 	Time is the factor 
whereby the units of a great community move, and act in con-
cert. "The clock is the co-ordinator of Society." 

Under the present system of individual timepieces it is impos- 
sible to secure that great desideratum uniformity of time. 	Uni- 

formity 
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formity is of greater importance than strict accuracy to mean 
time. 	This is only possible when the various dials about a rail- 
way, our streets, or a building have been reduced to inert pieces 
of mechanism, incapable of individual action, but capable of 
being galvanised into life on receiving an impulse from a central 
master control clock, which is always on time, and which under 
ordinary every-day circumstances never fails. 	Now it must be 
patent to us all that such a system must be in every way trust-
worthy. It is entrusted with one of the most important duties 
of every-day life, namely, to be the regulator of these intervals 
of time, which go to control our daily actions. There is nothing 
new in central control time systems, they have been more or less 
in use for the past fifty years; but owing to their liabiilty to break 
down, until recent years they have failed to establish themselves 
in the confidence of the authorities and the public. 

The two chief sources of trouble being oxydising of make and 
break contact points, owing to atmospheric influences, and the 
use of chemical batteries, which supplied the necessary primary 
power. 	These latter being of a variable and uncertain quan- 
tity, were a source of endless trouble. All such batteries produce 
a low tension current, which cannot be transmitted over any great 
distance without a serious loss. 	Hence it is necessary to add 
more batteries to the circuit, which means additional expense and 
increased liability of failure. 

We now come to the Magneta system, of which we have a 
practical demonstration here to-night. 	It has an absolutely un- 
broken circuit, entirely without contact points of any kind, and is 
independent of chemical batteries, or any outside source of cur- 
rent whatsoever. 	The current is generated within the master 
clock by means of an inducter arm moving in a powerful magnetic 
field, and the electrical impulse is passed through the circuit 
exactly at the sixtieth second of each minute, the hands of various 
subsidiary dials moving forward in strict unison in obedience to 
the impulse thus received. The current, being high tension, can 
be transmitted over many miles of wire without appreciable loss. 
This system is economical and trustworthy, there is little to main-
tain, and nothing to renew. 
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The system installed at the Military College, Yass-Canberra, 
Federal Territory, has now been in operation for nearly two years, 
and in spite of the fact that it is entirely without skilled attention, 
it is performing its important duties, to the entire satisfaction of 
all, and has so far not cost the College one penny for upkeep. 

The rental systems which we are endeavouring to establish in 
this city should, I think, be a matter of considerable interest to 
architects engaged in the designing of larger offices, buildings, and 
residential mansions. 

The economy of working these systems is such as to allow of 
single clocks being let to the tenants at the low rental of 6d. 
per clock per week, the capital cost and maintenance being entirely 
borne by the owners of the installation. 

These clocks can be installed with the same ease as the tele-
phone instruments, and no further access to the rooms is ever 
required under ordinary circumstances. 

In conclusion, I would say that the magnificent results obtained 
in the large cities of the old world, notably in London, where 
4.0,000 of these dials have been installed up to the end of 1912, 

fully justifies your earnest consideration of the advisability of pro-
viding a time circuit in all large buildings during the course of 
their erection. 	This would remove the serious objection of un- 
sightly conduit pipës and wires appearing on the surface of walls 
after the buildings are completed. 

At the close of the demonstration, on the motron of the Presi-
dent, seconded by Mr. John Little (F.), a hearty vote of thanks 
was passed to Mr. Ingram for the valuable information given 
before the Institute that evening. 	Afterwards a social meeting 
was held, during which refreshments were served, whilst the 
healths of the retiring President and the new Presidents were pro-
posed with musical honours, after which the meeting separated. 

[Report 



R EPORT OF THE COUNCIL  
1912-13. 

THE COUNCIL. 

OUR Council has held thirteen meetings during the 
past year, at which office bearers and members 
have attended as below :—Gerard Wight, to ; J. 
J. Clark, 2 ; Percy Oakden, 3 ; I. G. 
Beaver, t t ; John Little, 13 ; W. M. Campbell ; 
9 ; E. A. Bates, 8; W. A. M. Blackett, 6 ; H. 

W. Tompkins, g; J. S. Watts, 12; Sydney Wilson, 8; Alec. S. 
Eggleston, 8 (for part of year). In addition, the Emergency Com-
mittee has held five meetings, with the following attendances of 
members :—Gerard Wight, 5 ; J. J. Clark, 5 ; Percy Oakden, 5 ; 
John Little, 5, and the Board of Examiners, six meetings, which 
were attended as below :—E. A. Bates, 2 ; I. G. Beaver, 5 ; W. 
M. Campbell, 6 ; E. J. Clark, 6 ; R. J. Haddon, 4; Anketell Hen-
derson, 2 ; John Little, 6; Percy Oakden, 3 ; Gerard Wight, 2. 
The Building Regulations Committee (Messrs. Bates and Tomp-
kins) also attended eighteen meetings in conference with the City 
Architect, and Town Clerk, and the representatives of the Vic-
torian Institute of Engineers. 

Mr.. Rodney H. Alsop, who last year was elected associate 
member of Council, resigned the position on account of absence 
in Sydney. 	During the year Mr. Alec. S. Eggleston was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy thus caused. 

Mr. E. A. Bates, owing to proposed absence from Australia 
during 1913, has asked not to be nominated for office for the next 
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twelve months. 	In carrying out the request, the Council wishes 
Mr. Bates a pleasant voyage, and a safe return. 

The Council has decided that photographs of all the past Pre-
sidents (where possible) shall be obtained, for hanging on the 
walls of the Institute, seeks the co-operation of all members in the 
endeavour to secure good likenesses of Presidents extending over 
the lengthy period of 57 years since the original Institute was 
founded. 

Membership.—The roll of membership is as below :—Hon. 
Fellows, 2 ; Fellows, 56; Associates, 56; giving a total of 114, 
being six more than was shown in last year's returns. In addi-
tion there are 29 students enjoying the privileges of the Institute, 
giving a gross total of 143. 

With the view of extending the operations of the Institute, 
the Council recommended that the rebate, which for many years 
had been deducted from the amount of the subscriptions paid 
before 31st March, should be abolished to obtain the full amount 
for the existing rates, viz.—Fellows, £3 3s. ; Associates, £2 2S., 
and Members practising outside Melbourne half the above rates. 
By resolution the proposal was adopted at a Special General Meet-
ing, and subsequently confirmed. The amendment has also been 
registered at the Titles Office, and the revised scale of Member-
ship now in operation is :—Fellows,  if paid before 31st March, 
£3 3s. ; after that date, £4  4s. ; Associates, if paid before 31st 
March, £2 2s. ; after that date, £3 3s., whilst Country Members 
are liable for half the above rates. 

Several applications for candidature as Associate having been 
made in which the applicants have not served the necessary 
Articles for four years, the Council finds itself unable to endorse 
such applications under the provision of the present Articles of 
Association. 	Whether modification of this condition can be 
made or not, is a question to be considered by the new Council. 

The Late Mr. Peter Kerr.—During the year, the Institute lost 
by death at the great age of 92 years, one of its foundation 
Members since 1856, the late Peter Kerr, F.R.I.B.A., Hon. Fellow 
of the R.V.I.A. He will be the best known to coming generations 

[as 
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as the Architect of Parliament Houses, Melbourne, this being his 
greatest work during 6o years' practice in Victoria. 	A lengthy 
notice of Mr. Kerr's life and work appears in the Journal of 
Proceedings for May, 1912. Just before his death he gave to 
the Institute Library a work in French on Greek Architecture, 
and a copy of Etchings of Ancient Ornamental Roman Architec-
ture, by Charles Heathcote Tatham, both of which works the 
Council accepts in grateful remembrance of the donor. 

PUBLIC WORK. 

Building Regulations.—Early in the year your Council ap-
pointed Messrs. E. A. Bates ana H. W. Tompkins to deal with 
matters in connection with the proposed Melbourne Building Regu- 
lations, concerning which finality had not been reached. 	After 
several Conferences with Mr. Morton, the City Architect, pro-
posals concerning steel fireproof escape staircases, the revision of 
anomalies, and the placing of Street Verandahs under the control 
of the Building Surveyor, were agreed upon. 	It was also sug- 
gested by your representatives that additional assistance should 
be given to the Building Surveyor in making inspections, for 
checking calculations, and inquiring into the Building Ordinances 
and methods of construction adopted abroad. 	The proposed 
Building Regulations as a whole are under consideration by the 
Committee of the City Council, and will probably before long be 
laid before the City Council for adoption. 	Valuable help has 
been rendered to the Institute by the Chamber of Commerce, whose 
Members, largely interested in property used for commercial pur-
poses, were anxious to adopt the best methods of construction and 
arrangement, dealing with problems from a practical, rather than 
from a theoretical, standpoint. 

Board of Works.—It was stated in your last report that your 
Council had conferred with the Board of Works, relative to fit-
tings in Basements and other matters, a settlement being arrived 
at in some cases. Since then, your Council has received copies 
of the new By-Laws dealing with Sewerage, and finds that but 



EDUCATIONAL. 

Examinations.—During the year the Council authorized the 
holding of examinations to qualify for Candidature as Associate-
ship in May and November. Of the eight candidates who pre-
sented themselves, seven succeeded in passing the examination in 

(all 
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few of its minor recommendations have been adopted, whilst the 
more important proposals have been rejected. 

Designs for Public Buildings.—Your Council has agreed with 
the proposal of the Institute of Architects of New South Wales 
that the designs for all Public Buildings in connection with the 
Federal Capital shall be selected by Competition. 	When the 
time is ripe, your Council will take action in the direction indi-
cated, if necessary. 

Day Labour.—With a view of checking Day Labour, the 
Builders' Association has conferred with your Council, proposing 
that in the event of a Building being carried out by Day Labour 
after tenders have been called, the lowest tenderer shall be com-
pensated for preparation of his tender. Your Council most care-
fully considered the proposal, and, after placing all information 
before Members of the Institute, called a special meeting, at 
which to obtain their views. At a very large meeting of mem-
bers resolutions were passed to the effect that it was impossible 
to lay down any rigid rule whereby the clients of members could 
be bound. 

Quantities for Small Works. —A request having been preferred 
by the Builders' Association that quantities be supplied for all 
works estimated to cost over 42,500, members of the Institute 
have supported the decision arrived at by your Council, that the 
question of the supply of quantities must be left in each case to 
the discretion of the Architect. 

Posting of Notices for Tenderers. The Builders' Association 
having expressed its willingness to post notices calling for tenders 
in the Association Rooms, your Council accepts the invitation with 
thanks, and invites Members to forward the particulars as re-
quested. 
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all groups, viz., Messrs. Gawler, Brodie, Hillier, Drummond, 
Everett, Leith, and Williams. The Council has decided that, in 
the future, the Examination snail be held in May only in each 
year, as in November it is found that the Examination clashes 
with the Examinations of the University and Technical Col-
leges. 

R.V.Ì.A. Competitions.—The Annual Competitions for 1912 
met with a good response by those qualified to enter in the 
subjects of Design, Measuring, and Sketching. 	The Council 
records with pleasure, that, in the Sketching Competition, there 
were four sets submitted, two of which were awarded equal first 
place. 	The first prize Drawings in all subjects have, as usual, 
been reproduced in the "Journal of Proceedings." 

Working Men's College.—Your Council again voted £5  5s. 
for 1912 for the best work done at the Working Men's College in 
Architecture and Building Construction, Messrs. Oakden and. 

Campbell making the awards as before. 

Victorian Architectural Students' Society.—Regarding this 
Society as an Educational, as well as Social Society in connection 
with the Institute, your Council has again paid the fee of £5 
for charge of rooms, in addition to handing over the R.V.I.A. 
Students' fees for 1912, amounting to £14  14s., a sum which 
places the Society on a sound financial basis. 

The Association for the Advancement of Science.—The Asso-
ciation in rotation again visited Melbourne last month, and held 
its meeting at the University. Your President (Mr. Wight) re-
presented the Institute on the Committee of the Engineering and 
Architectural Section, whilst Mr. W. A. M. Blackett acted as one 
of the Secretaries of the Section. The address of the President 
(Col. W. L. Vernon, F.R.I.B.A.) appears in the "Journal of 
Proceedings" for January of this year. 

INSTITUTE MATTERS. 

Your Council is represented on the Joint Rooms Committee 
by Messrs. Oakden, Bates and Little. The arrangement of the 
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rooms continues to work satisfactorily for the Institutes con-
cerned, and a renewal of the lease for the period of three years. 
(at an increased rental, however) has been effected during the 
year. 

In conclusion, your Council is of opinion that, in the immedi-
ate future, many matters of vital interest to Architects will force 
themselves upon the profession. To this end, it is necessary that. 
every reputable Architect should join the Institute, take an inter-
est in its proceedings, act with unity for the common purpose, 
and give loyal support to the Council administering the Institute. 
affairs. During the year some very large, as well as very small, 
meetings have been held, and your retiring Council trusts that 
the new Council may take up the work of the Institute with the 
vigorous support and the solid backing of members, and that 
effective and vigorous work will crown the efforts of the coming 
year. 	Members recognize the value of the Institute, when, as 
during the past year, pressure was brought to bear on individual 
Architects to compel them to adopt a course of action which 
might be prejudicial to their clients. 	At a most enthusiastic 
meeting held three weeks ago, attended by almost every practising 
Architect, resolutions were adopted which will have far reaching 
effects in the near future. 

GERARD WIGHT, President. 

JOHN LITTLE, Hon. Secretary. 
Melbourne, 25th February, 1913. 

REPORT OF THE LITERARY AND SOCIAL 
COMMITTEE 1912-13. 

During the past session five meetings were held, and the fol-
lowing are the attendances :—Gerard Wight (chairman), 1 ; W. 
A. M. Blackett,. 2 ; W. M. Campbell, 4 ; A. S. Eggleston, 3 ; J. 
H. Harvey, 3; John. Little, 5;  J. S. Watts, 4; Sydney H. Wilson, 

2 ; G. B. Carr, o. 
[The 
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The following papers were read at General Meetings of the In-
stitute :- 

April 23.—"Statutory Qualification, and Registration of 
Architects in South Africa," by Robt. Howden (A.). 

June 25.—"On the Occurrence and Natural History of Some 
Victorian Limestones," by Frederick Chapman, A.L.S., F.R.M.S. 

September to.—"Electric Light and Electric Installations," by 
Charles S. Demaine. 

October 29.—"Architecture in China," by John S. Gawler 
(A.). 

On December to the Annual Conversazione was held in the 
Independent Hall, Collins Street. The programme, which was 
in the hands of Mr. Weston Pett, was listened to with apprecia- 
tion by members and their friends. 	Some lantern slides of 
"Life and Architecture in China" were shown by Mr. J. S. Gawler, 
and a good deal of interest was taken in the Students' drawings 
for the Institute annual competitions, which were hung round 
the walls. 

In January a visit was paid to the new lunatic asylum at Monte 
Park, when members were shown over the completed portion by 
Mr. Brittingham, A.R.I.B.A. (A.). 

During the past year additions to the library to the value of 
X29 2S. 8d. have been made. 

Wm. M. CAMPBELL, 

Hon. Sec. Lity. & Social Committee. 

THE R.V.I.A. JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS, 
EDITOR'S REPORT 1912-13. 

The Journal has just completed its tenth year of publication, 
and, with confidence, the Editor presents the fruit of his last 
year's labour to the Council. The various issues of the Journal 
have been the best since its publication commenced. The circu-
lation has increased, the size has been enlarged, and the papers 
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and articles have, it is believed, been of a valuable nature, and 
some of them have been reproduced in high class Journals in Eng- 
land. 	In addition to papers read at the Institute meetings, 
special articles by the best experts qualified to write, have been 
published in the Journal. 

The policy of the Editor has been to direct attention to the 
valuable timbers, building stones, and other materials procurable 
in Australia suitable for building purposes, describing their na-
ture, characteristics, and suitability for use. 

The quality of production, always of the very best, has been 
fully maintained both as regards the Printing (Mr. G. A. Green), 
and the Process Work (Mr. Thomas). 

The business management of the advertising portion has been 
in the hands of Mr. H. H. Turnley, whose experience in this direc-
tion is evident. With a wide circulation amongst Architects and 
users of building materials and fitments in Victoria, the "Journal" 
is highly valued by Advertisers. It is also forwarded to most of 
the Architectural Institutes and Journals in the world, which in 
their turn, reciprocate by exchanges. 

The Editor cannot omit to mention the valuable literary ser-
vice rendered to the "Journal" by Miss Florence Muriel Little, 
without whose assistance its high standard could not have been 
maintained. 

The Financial Statement herewith presented to the Council is 
also of a satisfactory nature. 

JOHN LITTLE, Editor. 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

Clerk of Works, immediately upon commencing 
duty upon a Melbourne building, was told a story 
by the builder which points its own moral. On 
one of this builder's previous jobs a clerk of 
works (who had also just commenced duty) made 
himself very "officious." Quite accidentally 

(ahem) he "fell" into the lime-box, with the result that his ardour 
was somewhat abated. A broad hint was then given that if he 
become "officious" again another "accident" might occur. Whe-
ther the predicted " accident " recurred or not we do not know. 
But we have more than a shrewd suspicion that if an accident 
happened to one of our clerks of works someone would be made to 
smart for it. Some unscrupulous builders run up and down the 
miserable gamut of trying to "best" the clerk of works by every 
possible means. We know, however, that every builder of re-
pute highly values the services of an able clerk of works, because 
the clerk of works is present in the positive position of helper, 
as well as there for fulfilling the negative duty of detecting errors 
or defects in labour or in material. 

Mr. E. A. Bates, Past President of the R.V.I.A., after twenty-
five years' continuous practice in Melbourne, has just left upon 
an extended holiday. He intends (along with Mrs. Bates) visit-
ing Europe, England, and America. The Council of the Institute 
gave Mr. Bates a send-off on Monday, March 3, when the new 
President (Mr. Anketell Henderson) voiced the feelings of the 
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profession concerning Mr. Bates, who was one of his old pupils. 
He stated he thought it a unique experience that he himself should 
succeed (after a two years' interval) his old pupil in the office 
of President of the Institute. 	Mr. Bates, in reply, stated that he 
was leaving for a holiday, and really to enjoy himself, for he 
needed rest, but he would observe matters of interest to architects 
none the less on that account. We all wish Mr. Bates a good 
holiday and a safe return. Although not a member of Council 
for this year, we hope that when he comes back he will give a 
renewal of that service, which has been freely rendered for many 
years. 

The path of the Architectural Student appears smoother to-day 
than it did a generation ago. 	We heard recently of a student 
who, having been successful in Institute competitions, found when 
he came to claim his prize that he wanted no more drawing instru-
ments, and possessed, in addition, every book on architecture and 
building which he •desired. When he told us his tale, we began 
to think, retrospectively, of course. Our memory became flooded 
with reminiscences of the manner by which we obtained our own 
books in student days. 	Salaries were smaller then than now, 
and architectural institutes few and far between, for many of the 
provincial institutes in England were unfounded, and did not 
offer many prizes, whilst competition amongst students for what 
little was going was very keen. Architectural books, too, were 
few and very expensive, for modern processes of reproducing illus-
trations were unknown, and as architecture was not a "popular 
subject, the public did not buy the books, hence their limited cir- 
culation and consequent high prices. 	The books we obtained 
were purchased out of "savings." We can, even yet, remember 
the prices we paid for some of them, and as we obtained them— 
one by one, in many cases—we loved the books, and our studies 
in them are fragrant with sweet—and profitable—memories. We 
once received a shock—as from a live wire—but it was before the 
days of live wires, however. 	We saw Ruskin's "Stones of 
Venice" in Southey's secondhand bookshop in Manchester. We 
longed for the volumes, for we were full of "Ruskin." Asking 

[the 
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the price, we were told "twenty-seven guineas." We survived 
the shock, but had to wait for long years for some of Ruskin's 
books, until they were published by a cheaper publisher than 
Allan. 	Books were, we fear, more esteemed in those earlier 
days than they are in these. 

The design of the Australian postage stamp has met with uni-
versal condemnation. The more one sees of it the less one likes 
it, and there is not a good point about it. The Postmaster-
General—so we are informed—is "unmoved" by the adverse cri- 
ticism. 	He quite approves of the design, but thinks the colours 
might be brightened up a bit. That a responsible minister can 
be so blind to the poor design just shows the tragedy of the 
situation. There is no hope for him, because he doesn't know 
how ignorant he is. The stamp, Professor Tucker tells us, will 
just make us as a nation, ridiculous among the peoples of the earth. 
Perhaps the next election in May will give us a new Postmaster-
General who may possess enough artistic perception to withdraw 
the wretched stamp, and give us some other design. We are 
willing to take our chance as to the design. It may be better—
it cannot possibly be worse. The paper, too, might be improved, 
and if the size of the stamp were reduced, it would be better. 
The size of the present stamp reminds us of the objection raised 
to the recent Tasmanian stamp—there is too much "lick" about 
it. 

There have been stirring, times at the Institute lately, and meet-
ings both of members and the Louncil have been frequent. Two 
special meetings of members (in addition to the Annual Meeting 
reported in this issue) were held in January and February. Im-
portant matters dealing with the internal and external work of 
the Institute were dealt with. 	Interest reached so high a pitch 
that, when the nomination papers for officers and members of 
Council reached the Council, it was found that there was a nomi-
nee for every office. The President, Mr. Henderson, was speci-
ally selected, because he held a good reputation as a fighter, who 
knew just when to attack, and just when to defend. Members 

26 
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are learning the homely wit and wisdom of Abraham Lincoln, who 
grimly told a body of his supporters that "if they didn't hang 
together, they would hang separately." 	Unless Architects are 
blind to the signs of the times, they must learn nowadays that 
unity is strength, and they must support each other—as the Pre-
sident pointed out in his address from the chair—in their difficul-
ties which crop up day by day, and not merely meet for social 
functions. The custom of holding monthly meetings is to be 
reverted to; it succeeded years ago, it ought to succeed now. A 
list of dates has been published for 1913. The day is Tuesday, 
and the hour 8 o'clock, viz., April i, 29, May 27, June 24, July 22, 

August 26, Sepember 29, October 28, November 25. With the 
closing meeting some date in December, and the Annual Meeting 
on February 24th next year, there will be a good list of meetings. 
The subjects will be announced as arranged. 	The meeting on 
April 1st is being devoted to " Foundations," the subject being 
introduced by Messrs. H. W. Tompkins and F. K. Esling, the 
latter of whom holds the position of Engineer in Charge for the 
New Central Station and the Railway Viaduct. 

The challenge to win the two scholarships offered by the Com-
missioners of the British School at Rome to the Associates and 
Students of the R.I.B.A., and through that Institute to the 
R. V.I.A. has not been largely taken tip by Victorians, although par-
ticulars have been sent broadcast through the State. The failure 
to respond is, we are told, because the final examination must be 
held in London, and, as twenty candidates are likely to compete 
for two scholarships Victorian candidates would have to  put in 
about four months' time, in addition to spending X5o or £6o for 
fares, etc., to stand one chance in ten of winning a three years' 
scholarship at {,200 per year. It is the offer of scholarships of this 
nature which may well make young Victorians pause, and ask 
whether they are as "brainy" as the young fellows of the home-
land. They may be for ought we know,, but we fear there is 
not the application to work and study we would like to see. 

Exhibitions of paintings promise to be exceedingly numerous 
during the coming season. 	Mr. L. Bernard Hall, in his open- 

[ing 
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ing exhibition at the Atheneum during this month, shows some 
5o paintings, many of which are portraits of real flesh and blood 
personages. 	We do not think the artist does himself justice 
when, as in 32, he decks the portrait study with a "Chanticleer 
Hat," and gives the picture that name. He thereby takes away 
interest from the portrait, and unduly calls attention to a head-
dress which would—if it were possible—make a red Indian blush 
to wear. 	Four interiors of the artist's home are charming in 
their restful yellows and blues, whilst the "bits" shown by their 
simple settings give the effect of a real home, and not ,a theatrical 
display. In "Sleep" there is some masterly female figure paint-
ing, whilst "The Quest" carries us into the world of Oriental 
speculation, being an attempt to materialize the lines from Omar 
Khayyan : 

"I sent my soul through the invisible, 
Some letter of that after-life to spell." 

Whether the subject of 20: "Old Kitchen," is worth painting or 
not we are not sure. The brickwork of the old copper, broken 
and split by heat, conveys to our mind no idea worth putting on 
canvas. 	We just want to write a specification for clearing it 
away, or rebuilding it. Mr. Hall, however, is appreciative of the 
best in anything, as witness his works 44: "Kitchen Window," 
and 45: "Scullery Window." We congratulate Mr. Hall upon 
his successful exhibition. 

A Modern Technological Museum in Melbourne is likely to be 
soon realized. It may be remembered that some months ago a 
movement was initiated by Col. Monash, the President of the 
Victorian Institute of Engineers, for re-constituting the museum 
in this city. 	Representatives from various bodies interested 
backed up the Colonel's efforts, and a Committee some weeks 
ago waited on the Trustees of the Public Library, and ably stated 
their case. The first request of the committee was for space on 
the first floor of the Swanston-street block, which block will be 
vacated by the Public Librarian as soon as the new building in 
the rear is completed. The Trustees have generously met the 
Committee's wishes, and granted the space asked for. 	It is 
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likely that the committee, which consists largely of experts, will 
offer to advise the trustees and curator concerning equipment and 
maintenance of the museum, for their intention, we believe, is 
to suggest that it be largely educational in character, and classi-
fied upon the basis of evolution. The trustees, having nobly risen 
to the occasion, will welcome suggestions from all competent to 
offer them, so that the new collection of exhibits in place of the 
old collection, which was gradually disbanded, "may rise on 
stepping stones of their dead selves to higher things." 

Australian Timbers are engaging the attention of all who have 
the welfare of the State at heart. The A.N.A. Exhibition pre-
sents an opportunity once in every two years to observe the pro- 
gress which is being made in the timber industry. 	This year, 
the Exhibition display was particularly fine and instructive. The 
Australian-made pianos on view were cased with choice woods 
from Queensland, whilst old jarrah sleepers and piles which had 
done duty for about half a century proved quite sound when cut 
through the section. Millar's Timber and Trading Co. showed 
a fine collection of West Australian jarrah, Queensland pines, 
and Tasmanian hardwoods, some specimens of which were made 
into joinery. Messrs. Grundy and Co., however, worked up our 
local timbers into cabinet work and joinery, making a display 
of a unique character. The right way of felling, sawing, and 
seasoning Australian timbers is now becoming better understood, 
and we look for the day when our valuable timber reserves will 
be estimated at their proper value and rightly used and con-
served. 

[Architectural 



ARCHITECTURAL CRITICISM. 

(Inaugural address at the School of Architecture, Manchester, 
7th October, 1912.) 

By Professor Arch. C. Dickie, A.R.I.B.A. 

(Reprinted from the Journal of the R.I.B.A.) 

Y ADDRESS takes the form of more or less random im-
pressions occuring in the presentation of architectural 
thought. So curiously complex are the avenues along 
which students embark on the study of architecture 
that it is with some misgivings I make the attempt to 
draw out of them some kind of understanding. At 
first sight, this point of view would appear to be over- 
strained. 	On more intimate relationship, however, 
with the student and his prejudices, his logical support 

of certain accepted canons, and his altogether illogical and whole-
sale condemnation of vast tracts of architectural fertility, his 
bigotry is revealed. Be the starting point ever so sane, he, being 

human, as becomes his studentship in the highest degree, must 
wander through the forest to the open light as best he can. Let 
this starting point be at the hut of simple housement, four square 
to the elements, built in accord with the obvious suitability of the 
materials at hand: a sense of the needful in building is presented 
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which it is well for him never to forget. The architecture of his 
stirred imagination is a growth which has no definite form, but 
which flowers in proportion to the volume and quality of his build- 
ing sense—that much and no more. 	It yields as yet nothing, 
but it begets a kind of architectural vagrancy, an impelling inner 
desire to become acquainted with the monumental evidence of 
history. 	The forest through . which he wanders is the aggrega- 
tion of styles and phases of styles which crowd around him, and 
which, at first, bring enlightenment through the very unsettle-
ment of his mind. If he be searching with sympathy, some new 
beauty is constantly appearing in his path, and off he is switched, 
whole-heartedly, to his new love. Just as before, we found him 
happily confined within the compound of classic severity, so do 
we later find him revelling in the glorious freedom of Mediæval 
emancipation. 	This point in his wanderings he has reached by 
devious paths, in spite of himself, by gathering where before he 
disdained even to look. Having so opened his heart, he can now 
look back over the area of the ages and say, Truly the works of 
man are great, but surely the greatest of all are these monuments 
for the housement of God and man. 

To have reached this point is promise of well-being. 	Be- 
tween the two extremes of style there are stopping points beyond 
which many have not sought to venture. A choice is made which 
is the best, and gives the greatest joy. 	In short, it becomes 
the adopted style or phase of style. The eye and the mind have 
snapped together and are closed to the beauties of all others. 
which henceforth rank in their minds as minor efforts. There are 
others who have not even cared to inquire, but who have made 
an early choice. 	Having so declared themselves they are in no 
temper to alter. 

Looked at as .a business proceeding, this latter has much to 
recommend it. No time has been lost, and practice in the chosen 
style is a matter of expediency, since it has been chosen because 
of its popularity. No emotions have been wasted, but what a 
world has been missed ! 	In defence, it is argued with truth, 
that the old masters had no concern for anything but their own 
style. 	In reply, it can be argued with equal truth that these 

[old 



trcbftectura[ Criticism. 	 32 

old masters lived and practised an architectural life which was 
theirs and theirs alone. Their blind enthusiasm for a new crea-
tion was far removed from the gathering together of borrowed 
forms, however skilfully rearranged. 

It has been given to some men the title to raise these bygone 
forms to life again, and to instil the real spirit of their origin. 
Such men are few, and all honour to them. The result has justified 
the method, whatever it may have been. It would be surprising, 
however, if such greatness were achieved by any other course 
than that of close intimacy with the outward forms of the style, 
and closer intimacy with the spirit of the social and religious life 
of its period. Although termed "revival," these works were so 
spontaneous that they may be classed with the best of a greater 
past. 

It is the fashion, nowadays, to delight in originality, and among 
students there is a growing passion to appear in their so-called 
originality before they have looked into the heart of things. 
Like the former instance, they have made an early choice, but, 
unlike it, they have chosen from a bypath. 	Certain practising 
architects of the present day have produced a distinct and highly 
meritorious individuality. 	It is original, but the student's copy 
of it is not. It will be well for him to remember that whatever 
talents he may be blessed with, will be developed far more per-
fectly, by a study of the mature work of old masters, which he 
so readily despises as the effort of a wornout past. 

In discussion, it is a difficult matter to make headway with 
the man who supports his argument by the statement that this 
or that phase of style is not to his liking. 	A certain building 
bears no ornament, its severity is its charm. 	Another building 
is richly ornamented, and on that account is condemned. The 
basis of criticism becomes a question of plain versus enriched 
surfaces, and the prejudice against one or the other obliterates 
the main point at issue. How often has one heard some such 
criticism as "I like Gothic, but I cannot abide any other style," 
or such a ridiculously thoughtless remark as "English Renaissance 

for England." 	One has also heard that Byzantine is exotic, 
and unsuitable to this country, in spite of the fact that it is a 
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style so logical in construction and so adaptable to modern needs 
that it must appeal to all the world wherever men have learned 
the elementary art of building one stone upon another. What 
we owe to exotic architecture in the past should not easily be 
forgotten, but the curious fact remains that it is forgotten. 

The deplorable condition of the public mind towards architec-
ture is a subject frequently discussed, and it is encouraging to find 
in certain quarters a steadily increasing interest (especially in 
domestic work), which will, it is hoped, develop into more than 
individual movement. The process is slow, however, as indeed it 
must be. Knowledge of architecture is not easily attained. 
Although it seems comparatively easy for a layman 
to acquire a sound knowledge of pictorial art, 
constructional beauty is a thing which cannot be 
seen without devoting much more time to its study than is 
possible for the great majority. The triumph of repose and of 
grouping, the shapeliness of mass, the proportion and scale of 
parts, and the réfinement of detail, are too subtle in their bearing 
upon each other to be grasped by any but the most serious stu- 
dent. 	The criticism of the public must always, I fear, be con- 
fined within certain indefinable limits which can only expand as 
the architecture with whïéh it is surrounded increases in truth 
and beauty, and the public eye becomes unconsciously familiar 
with these qualities. 	The position of architecture in the world's 
history the public have not realised. If enough interest could be 
awakened to extract acknowledgment of architecture as even an 
art of sorts, there is hope that, in the fulness of time, it may be 
recognised as the greatest of all arts. 	Architects frequently say 
we must educate the public before we can have good architecture. 
It would be nearer the mark to say we must have good architecture 
before we can educate the public. Let architects themselves first 
be educated into some harmony of opinion as to what is good and 
bad in architecture. If they are still so far from agreement, how 
can the public be expected to be any better? One has only to 
listen to the varied criticisms of modern buildings made by one's 
fellows to be convinced that the subject is approached from divers 
standpoints, and that conclusions are tempered by the various 
prejudices with which we appear to be afflicted. 

[Architectural 
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Architectural prejudice is very much like the prejudices affect-
ing everyday life. For the sake of illustration, let a subject be 
set. 	It is assumed that the plan is agreed upon and that the 
arrangement has been favourably judged. 	Look then at the 
elevation. 	Is it suitable to the uses of the building? 	Does it 
echo the plan? Are the mass and grouping of pleasing propor-
tion and suitable to the site? If these also are admitted, it must 
be agreed that the main elements of greatness are there. 	Are 
they worthily supported by scale and grouping of voids and solids? 
Are the main details successfully applied? Have they been in-
stilled with beauty of character? So might the inquiry be con-
ducted. But it is in minor matters that opinions differ so greatly. 
Some monotony or some extravagance, some heaviness or some 
lightness of detail, and so the whole criticism becomes pivoted 
on what is comparatively unimportant. 	Prejudice steps in to 
deaden the eye. 	Have these details got character? might be 
more pertinently asked. 	Do they reflect, along with the other 
elements 6f the design, the individuality of the designer? 	Does 
the building live? 	If the answer be in the affirmative, then the 
work is raised in the ladder of distinction. 	There are facades 
in which no fault of detail can be found, but which are poor, sap- 
less imitations. 	Although superficially the eye is satisfied, the 
pleasure is transient, for in this heart there is no throb. 	Be the 
former example less true to rule, it has added something to the 
history of is time. 	It is proof of the expressional calibre of its 
designer, who has a building soul above machine-like copyism. 
His work is immediately raised to a higher plane of criticism, 
dealing with his power to instil individuality with beauty. 

But the moment we have got thus far we are assailed by the 
enemy, who thrust legions of atrocities before our eyes, claiming 
them as products of this school of thought. Sober analysis, how-
ever, will weed out these by reason of their lacking in some or 
all of the main qualifications required to bring them into serious 
consideration as works of art. 	Individuality may be (and very 
often is) there, but in total ignorance of the fundamental principles 
of building design, lacking in all evidence of true building sense. 

Compromise is sometimes arrived at by agreeing that it is a 
matter of taste, whereupon we find ourselves asking, whose taste? 
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If we are always sure that the difference is only one of taste, then 
there is little to trouble over. 

Properly to appreciate architecture, we must have acquired 
a claim to intimate acquaintance with its various phases, and the 
changes in these phases following national and social upheavals 
and subsequent consolidation ; the history of peace and war and 
its effect upon the people, the conditions of prosperity through 
which the arts were fostered, as well as a close personal intercourse 
with buildings themselves. 	We must seek to understand the 
heart of a building as we would seek a closer knowledge of Our 
fellowmen. It is not enough that the eye alone should be 
pleased ; that, as in human relationship, is flimsy contentment 
and a poor insipid acquaintanceship. The actual form of face 
and figure, however perfect, serves to entrance only for a moment 
if, when you have pierced the shapely exterior, you find nothing 
to stimulate your interest. 	The features, through which there 
shines a sterling mind, be they shapely or no, excite fond interest 
in a human asset. So with buildings. But most buildings have 
character of a kind. 	So have all men. We must leave the 
intellect to separate the weed from the flower. Casual observa-
tion is insufficient ; closer reading begets either more or less liking. 
As in the human instance, certain buildings grow beautiful as 
the mind of the observer grows in discernment and is able to 
read, in the hand of the designer, the nature of his architectural 
sense stamped in the line and texture of his building. 

Let us apply this parallel to a criticism of the buildings seen 
in any ordinary street. 	It may be that we see a cube of fat 
pompously enriched in swarming exuberance, sweating with 
abundance, and crushing its less prosperous neighbours with 
the very weight of its self-esteem. We may also see 
a gay coquette, in make-believe prettiness, tinkling a one-
fingered accompaniment to a borrowed melody, impudently seek-
ing applause. 

On the other hand, it may be that we shall see a quiet, gray, 
thoughtful mass, lined and pierced with such skill that we are 
commanded to stop and look. Looking, we wonder at the per-
fect balance and proportion, the well-applied enrichment, the 
strength and beauty, the grace and culture, and the dignified con- 

[sciousness 
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sciousness of position in the world of works. When a building 
has raised such emotions as these, it not only manifests the genius 
of its designer, but stands as an essay on the highest human qua-
lities to him who may know if he will read. The class of building 
matters little, be it church or warehouse; its character is estab-
lished. The stamp of nature has welded it to its human fellow 
and none can separate them. It is both interesting and instruc-
tive to apply this human parallel to the study of buildings, and I 
believe it to be the most helpful avenue through which some under-
standing can be attained of that most subtle of all qualities—
character. 

There are no finer lessons in scale than are illustrated by the 
simple harmony of parts in the work of the Greeks, as compared 
with the scale harmony shown in, for example, the great Church 
of St. Sophia, Constantinople, in which a totally different problem 
has been solved. 	In the former instance, the almost ridiculously 
simple and few parts of the whole associate with each other and 
with the minor details in perfect unity. 	In the latter example 
the problem was made immensely more difficult by the existence 
of .a great central domed area, resting on tiers of orders which, 
without the friendly aid of surface decoration, would have ap- 
peared puny and insufficient. 	Such a mighty canopy, reckoned 
from the Greek lesson, demands supports equally mighty in scale 
and detail. 	But the Byzantine builders had conceived a new 
sense of scale, and by clothing the surfaces, net-like, in decoration 
the whole is drawn together in perfect harmony. How sensitive 
is the scale so obtained is shown by the Koran discs which have 
been hung upon the pendentives by the Mohammedans. Small 
though they be in comparison with the mass in which they are 
set, they shock one's sense of harmony by reason of their over- 
powering scale in comparison with the detail. 	Their introduc- 
tion has, at least, one great value to architects, in showing how 
easy it is to destroy the contentment borne by this form of archi-
tectural treatment and in conveying some idea of the decorative 
heights reacliéd by these Eastern builders. 

Faults in scale, occurring in Mediæval work, do not cry out 
with the same discontent, and one becomes so absorbed in mystery 
that such defects, if they are defects, are unnoticed. The exuber- 
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ant delight of the pinnacled groups of Mediæval work, and the 
conscious efficiency of the great domed structures of other days, 
convey emotions of totally different nature. 	Gothic burst upon 
the world as the result of an architectural eruption from the crater 
of human expression. 	Religious enthusiasm 'eared, in a day, 
such a forest of offerings to high heaven that there is no period 
in history which can compare in the volume and tension of its 
abandonment to building. 	The crafts guilds, the members of 
which devoted their lives to the building passion of the day, with 
only one idea, directed the new school of building. Foundations 
were laid in their hundreds, and man was raised to one of his 
greatest periods as an artistic creature. 	The divine fire was in 
all men, and it burned in all their works. Such a condition does 
not now prevail. Christianity has become more closely wedded 
to charity, offerings take more practical form, and, much as it 
may move our artistic souls to sorrow, we must, I fear, seek other 
sources of inspiration. 	Churches are built, but they arise out 
of less mystery and romance. Their beauty is intended more to 
satisfy man than to appease God, and what we, in these days, can 
do without the old inspiration is but little. 

The whole religious question raises apprehension as to the 
future of ecclesiastical architecture. Love and money are not now 
spent in a national rearing of such idols. 	Church building has 
become more a matter of business consideration. 	Committees 
discuss the cost at so much per sitting. Architects—in competi-
tion—strive to supply the article at that much ; while people ask, 
Why is it that our modern Gothic lacks the spirit of the old? It 
would be a miracle if it did not. 	As architects, however, we 
have a great inheritance, and to him with a soul to stir, these 
monuments of ecstasy will ever remain as an inspiration and as 
a manifestation of the heights to which high ideals can raise both 
man and his work. We live in their shadow and we see them in 
the light of thankfulness. The instructive period of the study of 
architectural styles is that of their birth and early development, 
the step by step of their growth which relates so clearly the ordin-
ary need of time and place and the simple constructive answer. No 
ingenuity has been called into service. I am convinced that our 

[lesson 
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lesson lies in this and this alone. Our museum of something like 
7,000 years' collection is our greatest burden if we refuse the truth 
of it. 	The stock-in-trade, from which we lazily draw, has be- 
gotten our stunted accomplishments, and we remain contented with 
the ease of it. 

There are many things which have combined to bring about 
this condition of things, and a word of excuse must be allowed 
in consideration of the difficulties surrounding the practising archi- 
tect of the present day. 	It is an elementary truth that no archi- 
tecture can be great which is not the natural outcome of the struc- 
ture and true expression of the plan. 	It is unfortunately 
common for architects to be called upon to produce a certain speci-
fied dignity out of a scheme which the demands of utility have 
robbed of all direct inspiration. 	Site values, cost of building, and 
revenue, together tax ingenuity to the utmost, so that the greatest 
possible commercial value may be attained. 	Planning in the 
grand manner becomes impossible. Nevertheless it is expected 
that the elevations shall express that very chosen character which 
has been denied to the plan. The position is absurd. The .archi-
tect strives to create a dignified facing in a style—already approved 
—to an insignificant and cramped interior, and so nefariously ap-
propriates a noble ancestry to hide a meagre origin. "The skele-
ton in the cupboard" must be hidden from the public eye, so that 
the truth be not known. How to surmount this difficulty who 
shall say? 

Given the freedom of a plan of scale and proportional distri-
bution the design of the elevations becomes a comparatively simple 
matter and the parts will fall together with astonishing success. 
Such opportunities, however, are rare. 	More often, the archi- 
tect's skill is taxed to create out of tier upon tier of compartments 
—each occupying an insignificant area—an appearan0e of breadth 
and dignity of occupation which is altogether false. 	He forces 
the introduction of masses of constructive detail, so that the eye 
is diverted from the direct contemplation of the proportion of 
voids and solids. 	All the Renaissance, good and bad, is at his 
disposal, and more often the bad suits his purpose better than the 
good. Engaged columns, entablatures, broken pediments, swags, 
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shields, all are juggled into make-believe, sometimes so dexter- 
ously that the result is admirable. 	But it is admiration for the 
"sleight of hand" which has so ably succeeded in deception? 
Were the whole truth and nothing but the truth to be told, the 
result would bear the first quality of good design, but what would 
the client say? 	So must critics, at times, deal leniently with the 
man who, in his perplexity, has chosen between the two evils, 
remembering that, however much they would like it, our streets 
are not lined by Italian palaces. 

The architect is confronted daily with such problems, and if 
he fails to find the right solution it is only what must be expected. 
It is easy to write of high ideals and to cry out for unflinching 
loyalty to the truth, but it is easier to turn to the drawing-board 
and break every one of them. 

"Design in truth and build in beauty" is a worthy ideal which 
it is well to nurse, but it appears at times to the faint-hearted that 
the world stands four square against it. 	Some, however, are 
more optimistic, and still believe that by keeping this ideal con-
stantly before us good must come. If there can be no beauty 
without truth, then we must aim at preserving the truth in as 
great a measure as possible. We must relinquish it grudgingly, 
and, as we progress, seek to recover what has lapsed. 

Architects do not care to risk their reputation on experimental 
effort, as the heroes of the air risk their lives with such marvellous 
readiness. The endeavour to display in design the direct outcome 
of constructive need—at the same time wedding that need to the 
temper of the design—is a making of terms both tactful and 
sound. Architecture, at its best, shows that the problem of pure 
construction has been faced with candour and incorporated as the 
basis of form and detail. 

To-day a new constructive element has appeared which as yet 
has been denied the right to govern form. It is too revolutionary. 
however, to stand aside. The powers of reinforced concrete are 
too great, and architectural veneer too small, to admit of any 
doubt. The accepted classic rules are unsuitable, for they grew 
out of different materials. To subdivide the spans of ferrocon-
crete interior with brick or stone bays, expressing the limitations 

[of 
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of a less expansive material, is inartistic, and, whether we like it 
or not, some new way must be invented. 

Great spans, such as this construction makes possible, affect 
scale, we complain. But long years ago the domes of Byzantine 
churches created a similar disturbance in the minds of their 
builders. We have only to look and see with what success the 
difficulty was then overcome. 

Our house must be put in order. The problem must be faced 
in the same practical manner, and our heads must no longer 
be buried in academic sand. The engineer and the architect in 
past days were one. Science has advanced the engineer to inde-
pendent greatness, and the architect must needs advance himself 
into partnership, so that they two may become builders in the best 
sense. 

Architecture is talked of as a thing of two sides, constructional 
and artistic. 	Surely all decorative art is constructional in its 
composition. 	Architecture, being primarily constructive, cannot 
be denied the same inter'-association. 	To separate the two is 
impossible, since without the one the other cannot live. 	Many 
have attempted to tell the difference between building and archi-
tecture with no success. What a poor thing architecture is when 
it claims superiority to building ! 

To cry out for the past will avail nothing. 	As well-wishers 
of architecture we must study the past in all its greatness, and 
apply its lesson in all truth. 	Out of the melting-pot of ideas will 
come some new thing to carry conviction. The new will not be 
forced back to the old, but for the needs of the new we must know 
the best of the old. 

It is worth repeating that the most fruitful periods of the old 
are the births and early lives of the styles. The down grade can 
be told in a chapter, yet what volumes of it are thrust before 
the trusting student in spite of the glower of facts. I am con-
scious of the pitfalls which abound and of the inconsistencies in-
evitable in the reasoning upon which I have embarked. The sub-
ject is hedged around by the clash of practice and theory. If it 
would appear that history has been decried, let it be clear that 
the complaint is not against history, but against the too ready 
acceptance of its face value. 



THE PASSING OF THE 
DISCONNECTING TRAP. 

By W. D. SCOTT MONCRIEFF (From "The Builder.") 

T will no doubt come as a great surprise to many a 
householder, who has any knowledge of sanitation, 
that his disconnecting trap has been the subject of 
much unfavourable criticism, and that a Departmental 
Committee, after an investigation extending over four 
years, has practically condemned it as being both use- 
less and insanitary. 	Whatever the outcome of this 
report may be it has at any rate had the effect of 
showing that there is a wide divergence of opinion, and 

this has been much in evidence since Mr. Boulnois read a paper 
before a sessional meeting of the Royal Sanitary Institute on No-

vember 12 last. The paper itself was quite a model of how such 
a subject ought to be introduced for discussion, and anyone de-
sirous of obtaining a clear synopsis of the arguments cannot do 

better than read it for himself. 
For more than thirty years the British householder has been 

led to believe that he was not only in the van of progress with 
regard to his domestic sanitation, but he was confirmed in this 
belief by the fact of local authorities and their experts having 
committed themselves to the promulgation of by-laws, generally 

accepted as infallible. 	One effect of this recent recantation of 
[professional 
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professional opinion will be to detract very seriously from the 
ratepayers' reliance on the ex cathedra attitude of the expert. 

Whatever the outcome of the discussion may be, it is obvious 
that the facts have been available for many years, and if both the 
principle and the practice of house disconnection were wrong the 
responsible Government Department, the local authorities, and, 
above all, the experts ought to have found it out long ago. 	It 
appears that there was some doubt as to the value of the discon-
necting trap so long ago as 1882, when Mr. Read, the Surveyor 
of Gloucester, suggested that all house drains should be used as 
upcast shafts to ventilate the sewers, but it was not until Dr. 
Butler read a paper entitled, "Is the Intercepting Trap a Fail-
ure?" before the Royal Sanitary Institute in February, 1906, and 
Mr. Read followed with another on the same subject that the 
abolition of the trap became a matter for serious discussion. 

The case against the disconnecting trap has been put as fol-
lows :- 

(a) That it is always a positive obstacle, and is never clean. 
(b) That it is the main cause of the blockage of house drains, 

with all the attendant evils. 
(c) That it contains sewage which, under certain circum-

stances, is in an advanced state of decomposition, and is the chief 
cause of bad smells in the sewers. 

(d) That the primary object of good drainage, to get nu of 
the fouled water expeditiously is defeated. 

(e) That it is, at best, an insufficient safeguard, liable to be 
forced by air pressure at any moment. 

(f) That it forms no obstacle to the passage of rats. 
(g) That the supposed dangers of sewer air have been greatly 

exaggerated. 
There is ample proof in the Departmental Report that none 

of these contentions have been put forward without much evidence 
to support them, but at the same time it cannot be overlooked 
that a vast number of householders have their own experiences to 
guide them, and it will not only come as a surprise to many of 
them that their disconnecting traps should meet with such repro-
bation, but they will in many instances come to the conclusion that 

42 
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in their own case at any rate the statements are quite unjustified 

by the facts. 
For the most part the evidence that led to the inquiry was 

obtained from houses occupied by people who are quite indifferent 
to the state of their domestic sanitation so long as it works at 
all. 	There are certain obvious mechanical defects even in the 
best disconnecting trap. In the nature of things it is an obstruc-
tion, but in a very different sense between the time during which 
it is running clear and when it happens to be the receptacle for a 
scrubbing brush. It would be invidious to suppose that one sub-
urb of London differs much from another as regards indifference 
and carelessness, where the population have much to do and little 
time to do it in, but there is no doubt it was the indifference of 
one particular suburb to the disappearance of its scrubbing brushes 
and other domestic appliances that has led to the outcry, and 
which to some extent has been its justification. 

The last contention—"That the supposed dangers of sewer 
air have been greatly exaggerated"—touches upon delicate 
ground and is based upon what may almost be spoken of as fash-
ionable evidence. 

If the science of bacteriology had preceded that of hygiene it 
seems as if its principal business would have been to retard pro-
gress, and it is a weak point in the report of the Departmental 
Committee of a Government Department that on the strength of 
a great amount of purely negative evidence they should make 
light of the dangerous character of sewer gas in order to support 
their arguments. Their proposal is that every householder should 
contribute his quota to the ventilation of the public sewers by 
giving the local authority the free use of his ventilating pipes after 
the removal of his disconnecting trap. 	If it could be established 
that ventilating the sewers on or about the level of the bedroom 
windows of at least four-fifths of the population was a danger to 
health there would be no more talk about doing away with the 
only protection we know of, and so it became necessary to show 
that the dangers of sewer gas has been exaggerated. Investiga-
tions made long before the report of this Committee went to 
prove that there are conditions prevalent in the majority of 
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sewers that favour the elimination of micro-organisms in the air 
contained in them. 	The same results were obtained by Pro- 
fessor Tindale in well-known experiments he made many years 
ago, but these natural and automatic operations have very little 
bearing on the cases of death directly due to the action of sewer 
air, which were mentioned in the course of the discussion, and 
it would be poor comfort to anyone who found himself, like one 
or two gentlemen who joined in the discussion, almost in articulo 
mortis in a sewer, to know that the majority of the organisms 
were adhering to its surfaces. 	As one of the speakers at the 
Royal Sanitary Institute said very truly there are sewers and 
sewers, a remark which was punctuated by considerable applause. 

As the result of many elaborate experiments it has been shown 
that the vagaries of air movements in sewers are very difficult to 
account for. 	The variations of the atmospheric pressures lead 
to the most unexpected results, and no one could guarantee that 
under certain conditions, which it would be impossible to control, 
the gases from a sewer might not pour out from the ventilating 
pipe of a particular house during a calm night, and pour in 
through a bedrom window. Such a contingency, with the further 
possibility of the same bedroom being occupied by an invalid, no 
doubt was considered by those who originally accepted the dis-
connecting trap as a fundamental requirement. They at any rate 
would be well pleased to know that in the opinion, even of the 
advocates of its abolition, it may be relied on to do what has been 
claimed for it. 

On page i6, paragraph 5o, of their report it is stated that 
"on the whole, therefore, it would appear, according to the evi-
dence presented to us, and according to our own experimental 
observations, that under practical conditions the intercepting trap 
usually answers its purpose as a barrier to the passage of air from 
the sewer into the house drain." 

Coming from such a quarter, the average householder will no 
doubt regard this statement as an excellent certificate of effi-
ciency, and that, in spite of its defects, his disconnecting trap is 
giving him a good return for his money. 

It would be too long an undertaking to deal with all the argu- 
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ments of the Departmental Committee in detail, but, reviewing 
their most painstaking work as a whole, the following conclusions 
may be fairly arrived at :—(a)  That there is a great amount of 
carelessness among the occupiers of small houses in London and 
its suburbs ; (b) that insufficient flushing is enough to account for 
a large number of the cases in which disconnecting traps were 
found fault with, and that the flushes from waste-preventing cis-
terns are frequently inadequate; (c) that in consequence of this 
deficiency the house drains themselves would contribute as much 
as the contents of the disconnecting traps to rendering the sewers 
offensive even if the traps were done away with ; (d) that the 
figures given in the report in the form of percentages of defects 
among houses that were inspected by the Departmental Commit-
tee were largely in excess of others given by surveyors of equal 
authority who joined in the discussion. 

Experience has begun to show that no forms of argument re-
quire more careful analysis than those which depend upon statistics 

for their confirmation. 	Even a cursory reading of the Depart- 
mental report shows that the inception of the inquiry came from 
those who were satisfied from their own observations that the 
traps were a failure. It naturally followed that they made a point 
of collecting further evidence to support this contention, and, 
when the amount was sufficient in their opinion to justify their 
conclusions, they proceeded to issue their report. Not only have 
their labours been enough to satisfy themselves, but they have 
had the effect of satisfying a good many other people, including 
the reader of the paper at the Royal Sanitary Institute, who seems 
to have kept an open mind on the subject ,  as long as he could 

do so. 	It is a very different matter, however, when the argu- 
ments based upon one set of figures are examined in the light of 
others that have an absolutely opposite effect. To take a single 
instance, Dr. Philip Boobbyer, of Nottingham, stated that "there 
were large hospitals in his district, each having six of these inter- 

cepting traps, and one having sixteen. 	He had had occasion 

repeatedly to examine the drainage system in the last twelve years, 
and only twice in that period had he found an intercepting trap 
on these systems to be completely obstructed." 

[The 
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The next speaker, Mr. T. de Courcy Meade, of Manchester, 
stated that there were 23,248 intercepting traps in use in that 
city. 	The ascertained average number of stoppages per year 
amounted to 15o, or .64 per cent. per annum. Mr. H. Johnson, 
speaking for Wimbledon, stated "that the percentage of stopped 
traps was only 1.5, why, therefore, should it be 15.8, 25.3, and 
24.1 in similar places?" 	During the discussion on November 
12 it was proved from a wide experience that obstructions of the 
disconnecting trap often arose from precedent accumulations in 
the drain itself, and, adding these cases to those of gross misuse, 
it then appears as if it were the users of the traps and not the 
traps themselves that caused the trouble. 

It may well happen that certain localities might be inhabited. 

by persons so grossly negligent that the constant obstruction in 
their disconnecting traps made it advisable to do away with them 
altogether, as the least of two evils, but even if many such cases 
did exist they would by no means support an argument for abolish-
ing the traps in other neighbourhoods where there was nothing 
whatever to complain of. 

There is one point which was referred to during the discussion 
on Mr. Boulnois's paper which is of considerable importance, and. 

which it must be difficult for the advocates for abolition to deal 
with satisfactorily. 	An occasional shower of rain is all that is 
required to keep a disconnecting trap efficiently charged, and. 

prevent the passage of sewer gas into the house drain. 	It is 
different with traps inside the house itself, as they are liable to 
lose their seal by evaporation when the building is unoccupied. 
This state of affairs is inevitable, and no remedy is possible if 
the only provision for protection is removed and the foul gases 
from the sewers, be they good, bad, or indifferent, can saturate 
the rooms from the attics to the basement. 

There are many other points that were raised not only by the 
Departmental report, but in Mr. Boulnois's paper and in the dis- 
cussion that followed it. 	The failure of the inlet valve, as a 
practical appliance to prevent the air in the drains from moving in 
an opposite direction to that which is intended, came in for a good 
many observations. One surveyor of great experience stated that 
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his remedy was to place the air-inlet, without a flap or valve of 
any kind near the level of the ground, and to cover it with a 
grating. When there is any wind at all the current will be in-
ward and towards the open end of the vent pipe, and if there is 
no wind then he preferred a passage of air through his house 
drain and out of the air-inlet rather than a discharge of sewer gas 
in the neighbourhood of his bedroom windows. 

With this he will find many people to agree with him. But 
even an air-inlet can be relied upon if it receives sufficient atten-
tion and renewal. What is wanted more than anything else to 
bring the ordinary sanitary arrangements of a small suburban 
dwelling to a high standard of efficiency is not any great change 
in the existing devices, that are the outcome of many years of 
development, and still less doing away with them, but the more 
essential details of keeping the grease out of the drains and the 
provision of an ample flush of water. 

As these essentials are not likely to be realised in the near 
future it follows that in a certain class of property the sewage 
problem is still to a certain extent illusory and difficult of solu- 
tion. 	It has proved to be even more so in the obscure condi- 
tions that are required for its satisfactory disposal. This to many 
persons constitutes its principal fascination. 	In spite of all this, 
however, the people who look after their sanitary arrangements 
themselves or employ others who are competent to do it for them 
may regard the existing sanitation of their houses, if it has been 
properly carried out to begin with, as thoroughly satisfactory. 

It rather appears as if the zeal of the Departmental Committee 
had led them a little too far, and that "The Passing of the Dis-
connecting Trap" is not an event that is likely to happen in a 
hurry. What they have succeeded in showing is that from vari-
ous causes that are more or less preventable, and that should 
never exist, disconnecting traps may be regarded as worse than 
useless. It does not by any means follow that they should be 
universally condemned, and it is not probable that they ever will 
be until some better plan has been proposed than doing away with 
them altogether. 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

INCE the last issue of the Proceedings, three General 
Meetings have been held. At the one held on 14th 
January, Mr. Laird (representing Mr. Thos. Duff) read 
a paper on "Shop Front Design and Construction," 
comparing present methods with those in use for-
merly, and tracing the lines along which developments 
had taken place. 

The paper was keenly followed, and is available for reproduc-
tion in the Victorian Architectural Students' Society's Annual, 
in order that those who were so unfortunate as to miss hearing 
it, will be able to read it for themselves. 

The Society's sixth year was brought to an end on 11th Febru-
ary, when the closing social was attended by a large proportion 
of members and some visitors. Several members and friends who 
have previously assisted in the programme at similar meetings 
contributed songs. In addition, some new talent was discovered, 
and consequently a most enjoyable evening was spent, one of 
the most successful socials since the inception of the society. 

On the iith March, the Election of the Office Bearers for 
1913-14 was conducted at a meeting of about 3o members. Seve-
ral changes have been made in the personnel of the Committee, 
the positions being now held as follows :—President, Mr. Gordon 
Murphy ; Vice-President, Mr. R. W. Appleford ; Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. K. Bardolph; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Gordon L. Sutherland ; 
Committee, Messrs. Courtney, Irwin, Mitchell, Stevenson, and 
Strachan Smith. The strong position of the Society is indicated 
by the size of the attendance at this, a business meeting, and by 
the satisfactory fact that no less than eight new members were 
proposed and elected, subject as usual to the approval of the 
R.V.I.A. Council. Members had been requested to bring with 
them for Exhibition anything of Architectural interest they had 
available, and the result was most gratifying, the walls being 
lined with drawings, sketches and photographs, whilst other ex-
hibits were viewed on the central table, which was cleared for 
the purpose. 

It had been intended to hold a debate upon the Journal for 
1912, but discussion of other matters became so brisk, that the 
subject of the Journal had to be held over until another night. If 
feasible, the discussion will form part of the business at the 
April meeting. 

C. H. STRACHAN SMITH, 
Late Hon. Sec. 
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