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GENERAL MEETING. 

N Tuesday, the 23rd April, at the general meeting, 
under the Presidency of Mr. Gerard Wight 
(M.C.E.) there was a good attendance of mem-
bers and students. 

After the confirmation of the minutes of the 
previous meeting, letters were dealt with from the 

following :- 
Mr. Rodney A. Alsop (A.) tendering his resignation as asso-

ciate member of Council, on account of absence in Sydney. (Re-
ceived, and the Council had appointed Mr. Alex. S. Eggleston 
(A.) to the position). 

Mrs. P. Kerr, thanking the Institute for all the kindness shown 
to her during her bereavement. (Received.) 

Master Builders' Association, asking for a conference upon 
the subject of "Works executed by Day Labour After Tenders 
Have Been Galled." (The Council had arranged for the confer-
ence to meet on Tuesday evening, April 3o). 

1Reports anb 3ournats lRecetveb from lkinbrcb 
Institutes witb Ebanks. 

Glasgow Institute of Architects, Report of Council, March, 

I9I2. 
Architectural Association Journal, March-April, 1912. 

[Art 
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Art and Architecture, March-April, 1912. 

L'Architectura Italiana, March and April, 1912. 

Société Centrale d'Architecture de Belgique, Bulletin Mensuel, 

March-April, 1912. 
Arquitectura Organo de la Sociedad Central de Arquitectos, 

No. 74, January, 1912. 
Annali della Societa delgi Ingegneri e delgi Architetti Italiani, 

Anno XXVII. Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
Tekhné Revue Belge de l'Architecture er des Arts qui s'y 

rapportent, Nos. 46, 48, 49, 5o, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55. 

1R.0.11.8. ZNamínatton. 
The Board of Examiners had made arrangements for holding 

the Institute's Examination to qualify for Candidature as Asso- 
ciate on Monday, 27th May, and following days. 	Five candi- 

dates had applied to be examined. 

STATUTORY QUALIFICATION 
AND REGISTRATION OF 
ARCHITECTS IN S. AFRICA. 

(Abstract of Lecture by Robert Howden (A.) before the R. V.I. A. on 
Tuesday, 23rd April, 1912.) 

N the course of his lecture, which we hope to pub-
lish at length in a subsequent issue, Mr. Howden 
says that the Transvaal has the proud distinction 
of being the only part of the British Empire that 
possesses an Architects' Registration Act, or in 

other words the profession is protected by statutory qualification. 
The following comments therefore should be of special interest 

to a State which is considering the advisability of adopting Regis-
tration, because such comments are the results of experiences 
gained by the actual application of the Act for the last 3 years in 

the Transvaal. 



General Meeting. 	 49 

As President of the Registered Association of Transvaal 
Architects, I have devoted much time to the preparation of the 
new Union Bill for South Africa, and this has afforded me a unique 
opportunity of noting the many defects in the application of the 
Transvaal Bill with a view of remedying them in the Union Bill. 
Such defects and their suggested remedies must of necessity be 
of interest to any one interested in this important question. 

The first thing to decide in forwarding .a bill of this kind is, 
who are to be the Promoters of the Bill, and who is to be respon-
sible for the financing of same. In our case the Transvaal Insti-
tute of Architects issued a general invitation throughout the coun-
try to all members of the profession to join them in promoting 
this bill. 	There being few members of the Profession outside 
the Institute there was little response, but by so doing we were 
able to claim that every member of the Profession had been con- 
sulted, and a chance given to them to object before the bill was 
presented. 

The cost of the bill was approximately £500, a sum much 
greater than the Institute could bear, particularly when there was 
the chance of the Bill being defeated and the money lost, so a 
special appeal was sent to the Royal Institute of British Architects 
and the Society of Architects, London, with the result that the 
Society of Architects willingly sent us £ro0 on condition that if 
the Bill became law it should be refunded, but if not they would 
look upon it as lost in a good cause, further the local South Africa 
branch of the Society of Architects, of which I had the honour to 
be President, lent us a further £50 on the same conditions. 

The Bill was passed, and the whole of the money refunded 
to the several institutes out of the Registration or Entrance fees 
of the first 15o members enrolled, without encroaching on a single 
penny of the Annual subscriptions. 

The next and most important stage was the preparation or 
drafting of the Bill. This was done by the Transvaal Institute 
of Architects, with the advice and assistance of our legal ad-
visers. 

The next procedure was the employment of a Parliamentary 
[Agent 
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Agent, who is a Solicitor or Attorney specially privileged to pre- 
pare private Bills for Parliament. 	He in his turn employed 
counsel for opinion and debate. 

The Draft Bill was next presented to the House of Assembly 
by a private member of Parliament. 	The first question they 
had to decide was whether this was a desirable bill or otherwise. 
To ascertain this, they appointed a select Committee to take 
evidence, and to report as to whether this was a desirable Bill to 
be presented to Parliament. At this Committee four of us gave 
evidence, and in addition, counsel above referred to, pleaded our 
cause, with the result that the Committee unanimously recom-
mended to Parliament that the Bill was a most desirable one, 
whereupon the first reading took place, and with slight amend-
ment the second and third, and the Bill became law. 

The Bill provided for a Provisional Council which existed for 
six months for the sole purpose of Registering all eligible mem-
bers of the Profession, after which date the members themselves 
elected their council and office-bearers and prepared their own 
byelaws subject to the approval of the Attorney-General, and there-
after annually elected their new Council and office-bearers, pro-
vision being made for amending byelaws, &c., at special meetings 
called for the purpose. 

The Act provides for general principles only, and special pro-
vision is made in the Act for the preparation and adoption of 
byelaws, but it must not be forgotten that the Act only goes 
before Parliament, and the byelaws are only approved of by the 
Attorney-General, which does not make them law, in other words, 
the Act when once passed by Parliament becomes common law, 
and the byelaws can only be for the purpose of supplying dates, 
numbers, and places as provided for in the Act. 	It is therefore 
absolutely necessary to embody in the Bill everything that is re-
quired, for once the Bill is passed nothing can be inserted in the 
byelaws other than is provided for in the Bill, and in consequence 
a Judge in administering the law has no alternative but to interpret 
the Act and anything that may have been inserted in the byelaws 
with a hope of making the Act more comprehensive will be found 
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to be useless when scrutinised by the legal authorities, as he is 
responsible only for the intention of the Legislature when the 
Act was passed. 

In appealing to Parliament one is too anxious to assume that 
Parliament exists for the purpose of redressing the wrongs of 
any particular section of the community rather than representing 
the interests of the community as a whole. 	Parliament is the 
representative institution of the people, and if the people are going 
to benefit by registration Parliament will approach the Bill with 
an open ear. 	Doctors obtained registration because it was in 
the interest of the public that no one but fully qualified men 

should prepare prescriptions, and perform operations. 	Our 
strongest and only argument must be that Registration will 
ensure qualification, and that, however little the Public appreciate 
Art, it must be better for the public and better for the Profession, 
that cultured, qualified, and trained men are responsible for the 
designs of our cities than that our streets should be an exhibition 
of the work of amateur and dilettante. 

It is to be regretted that the Institutes at home are not fur-
ther advanced with their schemes for Registration, so that we 
could benefit by their experience, and I am reluctant to believe 
that they are working in a fool's paradise, Not being aware of 
the difficulties ahead, I wrote to the Secretary of the R.I.B.A. 
some time back explaining the difficulties we had experienced in 
the Transvaal, and I quote his own words to show how little they 
have considered the subject. He says : "The Royal Institute and 
its allied Societies having agreed to the principle of Registration, 
the Council have prepared a draft in very general terms, which 
embodies the principles which they hope will become law. We 
have not yet, however, taken any legal or Parliamentary advice 
as to the terms of the Bill. This will no doubt be done as soon 
as the Registration Committee begins to prepare the final draft." 

This accounts for the optimistic reference in Mr. Bond's 
address, as President of the Society of Architects, London, when 
he expresses the ideal situation which we all wish we could at-
tain, viz. : One great Institution strong enough to legislate within 

[itself 
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itself for the ultimate benefit of its members, and with sufficient 
power to compel their obedience to its moral edicts and code of 
professional honour, and by these means be able to enforce its 
reasonable regulations upon those outside, with regard to com-
petition conditions and other matters affecting the honour and 

interests of the profession. 
It is for you to confirm or otherwise our experiences in 

the Transvaal. 	But before closing I should like to point 

out that, in spite of all disabilities, Registration is 

desirable to our Profession. 	Registration must tend to 

raise the status of the Profession. The fact that every member 
of the Profession must be a man with experience and training, 
must be a benefit to the community and to the Profession itself, 
and even assuming that no legal control over our members can 
be obtained by Act of Parliament or otherwise, nevertheless, 
amongst such a body of men a much better chance exists of ob-
taining from them a moral obligation to adhere to all rules of 

professional honour and practice. 	I have no doubt but that 

the next generation of Registered men will be a body of qualified 

educated and cultured men. 
In the subsequent discusson :— 
Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.) said that he had found in some 

of the States in America that architects practised under a Licen-
sing Bill, and the fees were payable on the first day in January 

each year. 	In case of any unprofessional conduct a report was 
obtained from the governing body, upon which there sat a repre-
sentative of the Government, and the license of the offending 

member lapsed. 	In case he wished to resume practice, he had 

to go through all the forms of application once again. 	It was 

very difficult sometimes to define unprofessional conduct, and in 
the case of an architect charged with such conduct being dissatis-

fied with an adverse decision of the governing body, there were 

the law courts to which he could appeal to sustain his conduct. 
Mr. I. G. Beaver (F.) dealt at length with the subject 

of Qualification, urging that practising architects would doubtless 
be entitled to registration, but that all who failed to register 
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within the first six months after the passing of the Qualification 
Bill should only practice after passing a Qualifying Examina- 

tion. 	He thought that if the term "Architect" could legally be 
reserved for those entitled to practice only, a great point would 

have been gained. 

Mr. John Little (F.) reviewed the action taken some twenty 
years ago by the profession to obtain a Registration Act for 
the (then) Colony of Victoria. 	He thought he was the only 
member of the Committee then appointed who was present that 
evening. Their Institute took the initiative, and convened a meet 
ing of the practising architects who were not members of the 
Institute. 	The non-Associated Architects in those days were a 
numerous body (whereas now these were a negligable quantity), 
and at their crowded meeting in the Institute Rooms appointed 
a Committee of five, to work with the Institute Committee. The 
opinion in favour of registrations was unanimous, even in those 
days, amongst the profession, and after the lapse of so many 
years he was glad to say the unanimity had been maintained, 
and very soon, he was sure, a determined effort would be made 
afresh. The Committee prepared its Bill, and then "vested in-
terests" turned up at every quarter. Every man who had made 
the plan for a cowshed thought himself entitled to registration. 
The students of the profession, by deputation to the Committee, 
urged that they ought not to have to pass the qualifying exami-
nation ; whilst even the Master Builders' Association of that day 
openly opposed the Bill. 	The Bill, too, was introduced into the 
Legislative Council in some blundering fashion, and was dropped 

without even a division. 	To a practising architect, the Bill 
gave little, and conferred on many unworthy to bear it the name 
"Architect," that he personally rejoiced at the massacre of the 

innocent. 	After this long lapse of years, another but brighter 
prospect was in view. The charlatan—even for himself—would 
not show his usual brazen effrontery in urging his claim to impose 
as "Architect." The students were now with them to a man, 
for they knew that Statutory Qualification meant for themselves 
far more than it could ever mean for a man who had now a good 

(practice 
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practice of his own ; whilst the Master Builders were now recog-
nizing that, if a building contract was to be carried out satisfac-
torily, the drawings and supervision must be made by a qualified 
man. 	The Architects, pleading for recognition of their status, 
were fairly stating their claims by quiet, persuasive argument. 
Let some large building collapse, however, killing a number of 
unfortunate people, and registration would be brought about in a 
very short time. The community then would insist upon qualified 
architects erecting all its buildings. 	If there had been an Aus- 
tralian Institute of Architects the Bill could have been introduced 
into the Federal Parliament, but because the Institutes were but 
State Institutes it would be more expedient to deal through the 
State Houses alone. 

Upon the motion of Messrs. A. Henderson (F.) and John 
Little (F.) a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Howden 
for his lecture. As Mr. Howden was about to visit his native State 
(New South Wales) it was arranged that the Institute of Archi-
tects in New South Wales should be informed of the visit, so that 
it might obtain the benefit of Mr. Howden's experience of the 
Registration Act under working conditions. The vote of thanks 
having been acknowledged, a social meeting was held, at which 
Mr. Howden had the opportunity of renewing old, and making 
new, acquaintances. 
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ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

LL work shown on the drawings, but not described 
in the specification; all work described in the 
specification but not shown in the drawings ; and 
all work neither shown on the drawings, nor de-
scribed in the specification, which in the opinion 
of the architect is necessary to complete the build- 

ing, shall be deemed to be included in the contract.—(Extract 
from an old Melbourne specification.) 

Mrs. A. Gilfillan (May Vale), our foremost lady artist, has 
concluded a successful exhibition of her work in the Athenæum 
gallery, Melbourne. Both in her oil paintings and water colours 
she covers a wide range of subject, and a wide field of observa-
tion. Quiet Australian bush scenery contrasts with the smoke-
laden atmosphere of shipping in port, whilst bright Australian 
sunshine finds its counterpart in many views of grey old Father 
Thames and the extraordinarily fine skylines of London. 	"St. 
James' Old Cathedral, Melbourne," gives a sympathetic view of 
one of the old city's landmarks in a garden, whilst in "Bell 
Tower, Haslemere," an old commonplace building is glorified by 
the rich spring colours of its garden. 	A comparatively new 
building, '`Mansfield College, Oxford," reveals in gorgeous 

crimson the creepers of autumn. 	In portraiture we recognise 
David Syme, W. M. K. Vale, the artist's mother, and others, 
painted with characteristic vigour, as is also a collection of minia-
tures on ivory. In enamels and metal work we find some charm-
ing colour, especially noticeable in an "Australian Sunset 
Buckle." 

Another Australian Artist, Walter Withers, has also con-
[cluded^' 
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eluded an exhibition of his works in the Athenæum. 	In oil 

paintings and water colours, Australian bush and coast scenery, 
with shipping, wholly occupied the gallery, the artist depicting 
"bits" possessing real life, which day by day we pass by—and- 
miss. 	He who, as Walter Withers, can teach us to see the 
beauties of that which we sometimes call the commonplace, is 
a public benefactor. 	These "one-man" shows are difficult to 
sustain, but Mr. Withers has certainly been successful in his 
attempt to bring before Victorians the beauties of their State—
and equally successful, we understand, in his sales. 

The R.V.I.A. May Examinations are to be held on Monday, 
27th May, and succeeding days of the week until Saturday. More 
candidates than usual are presenting themselves, and the value 
of studying for the examination, as well as passing it, is apparent 
to the young fellows who intend ultimately to practice architec-
ture. The standard of the examination is high, and about equal 

to that of the Final examination of the R.I.B.A. 
• Mr. F. Chapman, A.L.S., F. R. M. S. , the author of the inter-

esting article on "Victorian Limestones," which appeared in our 
last issue, is expected to give a limelight illustrated lecture on 
this subject at the general meeting of the Institute on Tuesday, 
25th June, to which all friends interested are invited. 

The new postage stamp, illustrated in the newspapers, has 
met with a hilarious reception. !After some hundreds of designs 
submitted in competition had been "considered," the Postmaster-
General obtained the services of an eminent Australian artist, Mr. 
Blamire Young (and possibly one or two others), to design a 
stamp out of the "ideas" shown by the competitors. We were 
expecting to see something rather good evolved from the com-
petitive mass of art, when, lo, the field of the stamp is the out-
line map of Australia, with an atrocious illustration of a kangaroo 
"posing" amongst a few blades of grass. 	The sketch of a 
rabbit's head proves that our characteristic "hopper" is not quite 

alone in sharing the scanty feed. 	This "art" production is no 

more the production of Mr. Blamire Young than of the man 
in the moon. We sincerely hope that a design of some artistic 
merit may yet be adopted, but confess the prospects are not too 

favourable, 



HE FEDERAL CAPITAL 
I SITE COMPETITION. 

HE report of the Board appointed by the Governor- 
in-Council was handed to the Minister on the i5th 
May. What were the precise terms under which 
the Board was constituted we do not know, but 
it has evidently exceeded the powers as defined 
in the i 2th condition of the competition (investi- 

gating and reporting to the Minister) by making "awards." The 
three members of the Board, Mr. J. M. Coane (Chairman), Pre-
sident of the Federated Surveyors' Institute; Mr. J. A. Smith 
(the then) President of the Victorian Institute of Engineers; and 
Mr. John Kirkpatrick, architect, have not come to a unanimous 
decision, for Messrs. Smith and Kirkpatrick agree in awarding 
places to five designs, whilst Mr. Coane selects three other 

designs as, in his opinion, the best. 	Since the inception of the 

competition, the Australian Institutes of Architects have pro-
tested to the Minister against the constitution of the Board. 
Mr. O'Malley has endeavoured to evolve a Town Planning Expert 
out of an engineer, an architect, and a licensed surveyor, with 
few chances for, and many against, a successful issue. He has 
now got his awards, and, whether experts agree or not, he will 
have to make the best of the bungle of which he is author. 

From the first, we have protested against the Minister 

adjudicating in this competition. 	He has repeatedly shown that 

his head is full of crazy notions, and we imagine he honestly be-
lieves that he is capable of judging designs—or anything else, 

for that matter. 	What we have insisted upon all along has 
been the appointment of an acknowledged authority on town 

[planning 
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planning, who shall make the awards, and that the Minister 
should loyally bind himself to accept such awards. 	Failing this, 
we urged that a landscape artist, and a business man should be 
added to the composite Board, but without success. 	But the 
Minister would have nothing of the sort, and the absurdly auto-
cratic spirit of the Labour Ministry has manifested itself in the 
Minister's action. The British, American, and Australian Insti-
tutes of Architects urged their members not to compete, and we 
believe that the great bulk of their members were loyal to the 
request. We are told that all the eight designs placed at the 
top of the list are of great merit, and it is no wonder, therefore, 
that the Board's choice was not unanimous. 	How, then, can 
the Minister, who is absolutely ignorant of the principles of town 
planning, make an award which shall recognize the ability mani- 
fested amongst the "successful competitors." 	From the first, 
we have called attention to the hollowness of the Minister's con-
duct, and the appointment of his peculiarly constituted composite 
Board—predestined to failure—is but a clever move in his game 
of smartness, to keep himself "on top." The designs submitted 
ran into hundreds, and it is a source of satisfaction to learn that 
all the designers were not British-born, and the term "mostly 
fools" is of more general application than Carlyle, in his day, 

suggested. 	The Minister has now the chance of a lifetime, 
and amongst the ruck and tumble of the plans can choose the 
most harebrained designs he likes. Those designers who spent 
time and energy in giving to the world their ideas upon laying 
out a capital city did so with a warning of the hollowness of the 
Minister's intentions, and have only themselves to thank for 
their contribution to the fiasco. 

Since the above has been in type, the Cabinet has agreed to 

adopt the majority report of the Board as the best way of avoid- 

ing trouble otherwise inevitable. 	The envelopes containing the 
names of the successful designers having been opened with much 
theatrical display, the awards are as below :- 

Walter Burley Griffin, Architect and Landscape Artist, 

I200 Steinway Hall, Chicago, U.S.A. 	First prize, 

:~I X750. 
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Eilien Saarinen Helsingfors, Finland. Second prize, {,750• 
Dr. Alf. Agache, Architect, i i Rue Eugene Flachat, Paris. 

Third prize, 4500. 
Harold Van Buuren, Magonigle, New York. Special men-

tion. 
Schanfelberg, Rees and Gummer, 31 Gt. James Street, Lon-

don. Special mention. 
The minority report submitted the following awards :— 

W. Scott Griffiths, R. C. G. Coulter, and C. H. Caswell, 
Castlereagh-street, Sydney. First place. 

Arthur C. Comly, Cambridge, Mass. Second place. 
Nulls Gellerstede, Stockholm, Sweden. Third place. 

We hope to submit a criticism upon some of the designs in 
our next issue. One feature in common, we believe, is that the 
city is divided into two distinct portions—the intervening low-
lying land from east to west being converted into a series of 
lakes, fed by the waters of the Molonglo River. The "capitol" 
site is also arranged on Camp Hill by many of the competitors, 
and here the diversity commences. Some competitors show 
"symmetry" as a leading idea. Others, more particularly those 
of a surveying type, have laid out their designs to suit the gra-
dients. The first design, favoured by the majority of the Board, 
appears on first glance a bewildering .array of octagons and hexa-
gons, the intervening areas being filled in with parallelograms. 
On the south-east of the "capitol" is the "agricultural suburb," 
on the west the "residential suburb." To the north (over the 
water) lies the "municipal centre," with "markets" on the east 
and "University" on the west, whilst to the north, passing the 
"Railway yards," is placed a large size octagon, described as the 
"manufacturing suburb." Outside the irregular grouping gen-
erally are "Reservations" and "Federal Park," and "Military." 

It should here be stated that the first prize design as pub-
lished in one of the Melbourne daily papers is a sup-
plementary plan showing the developments which may be made 
200 years hence from the competitive plan, which only deals 
with an area of three miles square, the supplementary plan 
dealing with territory 8 miles long in one direction, 

[In 
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In the design recommended by MVIr. Coane, the "capitol," 
being again placed on Camp Hill, all the public offices, Cathedrals, 
Official Residences, Science College, Art Gallery, and a score 

of other public institutions are grouped to the S., whilst on the 
N. the only public institution is the "State House," with the 
"Botanical Gardens" on the lower ground, and an "aeroplane 
and military reserve" on the higher. At first glance, the arrange- 

ment of "streets" seems bewildering. 	Streets start from no- 
where in particular, and appear to lead to nowhere. Long 
arterial thoroughfares, similar to Euston-road, or Oxford-street 
(London) are totally lacking. 	In this (as in the previous design) 

the fewness of the bridges over the waters (separating N. from 

S.) constitutes a feature almost ludicrous. 	If the capital site is 
realized, there will be a congestion of traffic along the bridges 
which will beat that of London hollow. But more about the de-
signs in our next issue. 

In the meantime the Minister has stated that he would be 
justified in using all the designs, if necessary, in order to produce 
the working plan on which the capital would be built. "A park," 
he says, "might be taken from one, a boulevard from another, 
and a public square from a third." The Minister is just about 
equal to destroying the ideas of the authors by incorporating 
them into some hotch-potch conglomerate scheme of his own, and 
this threatened action of his is a confirmation of all which we 
have written about his conduct throughout this Capital Site 

fiasco. 
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THE LATE PETER KERR, F.R.I.B.A. 

HON. FELLOW, R.V.I.A. 
Born,k1820—Died, 1912. 
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N.W. Sketch of Parliament House, Melbourne 

THE LATE PETER KERR, F.R.I.B.A. 
V HON. FELLOW, R. .I.A.  

Y the death of Mr. Peter Kerr, Victoria, if not 
Australia, has lost one who for long bore the 
title of the Father of Architecture. 	For 6o years, 
until his retirement, some few years ago, he gave 
his best to his adopted colony, and doubtless raised 
the standard of building and architecture, when 

they were both but in rudimentary condition. 	By the design of 
Parliament House, Melbourne, Mr. Kerr's name will be handed 
down to posterity, and the masterful dignity of this building will 
be a stimulus in days to come for men to put their best into the 
work of making Melbourne, architecturally, one of the finest 
cities of the Empire. 	Recently Mr. Kerr resigned the position 
he had held for 18 years of representing the Government on the 
Board of Referees to administer the Melbourne Building Act. 

Spare of figure, but ever alert in his movements, he led the 
strenuous life, and until near the last was able to move about 
without difficulty. 	He frequently expressed regrets, however, 
that within the last year or so, he was unable to attend the even-
ing meetings of the Institute, to take an active part in the pro-
gramme, and to converse with those who were bearing the burden 
and heat of the day, and to give encouragement to the younger 
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men just commencing practice. 	Throughout his lifetime he en- 
joyed good health, and it was only for a few days before his 
death that he was really ill. He died on Sunday, the 31st March, 
having almost completed his 92nd year, and was interred on the 
following Tuesday at the East St. Kilda Cemetery, many of the 
officers of the R.V.I.A. and the Public Works Department follow-
ing his remains to the grave. To Mrs. Kerr and the family we 
tender our sympathy in their bereavement, fully conscious of the 
completion of a long and honourable career. Below we give a 
slight sketch of his life 

Peter Kerr was born in the Northern granite city of Aber-
deen, in 1820, and commenced his architectural education as a 
pupil of Archibald Simpson, who carried on an extensive practice 
in that city. 	He subsequently assisted George Fowler Jones, 
F.R.I.B.A., at Nairn, and Thomas Mackenzie at Elgin. In 1842 
he rejoined Mr. Jones at York, and three years later left for 
Dunrobin Castle, the Scottish seat of the Duke of Sutherland, 
rendering service in carrying out very extensive additions to the 
castle for the reception of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and the 
Prince Consort. 	Leaving this seat at the end of 1847, at the 
earnest request of Mr. William Leslie, engineer and architect, 
and after he had been associated with this old friend some eigh-
teen months, on one occasion an .architect entered the office and 
asked young Kerr to oblige by making a clear copy of a sketch 
which he handed over. The drawing was made in ignorance 
of the personality of the visitor, who was afterwards stated to 
be Charles Barry. 	Mr. Kerr was drawn to London in 1848, 
presenting letters of introduction from Mr. Loch, M.P. for the 
Northern Boroughs of Scotland (and father to the late Lord Loch) 
to Mr. (afterwards Sir) Charles Barry, who was the architect 
of the Houses of Parliament at Westminster. 	Sir Charles re- 
ceived him kindly, and placed him in his office. 	Until early in 
1852 he put his energies into the drawings of the Houses of Par-
liament, Cliveden Mansion (on the Thames), Sir William Middle-
ton's residence, near Ipswich, and many other works. Australia 
appeared to have greater attractions than London, for at the 
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end of 1852 he arrived in Melbourne by the ship "Mercia," after 
a g6 days' voyage from Gravesend. 	In a day or two after 
landing he was found assisting in several offices, amongst them 
being that of the firm of Knight and Kemp. His services appear 
to have been appreciated by the members of this firm, for after 
an acquaintance of under two months, he was offered a partner-
ship, the acceptance of which placed him on equal terms with the 
original partners. 	The firm had a fair share in the erection of 
buildings in the City of Melbourne and its suburbs. Mr. Kemp 
retiring into private life in 1856, the firm was subsequently known 
as Knight and Kerr. Previous, however, to his joining this firm 
the Government invited competitive designs for the new Parlia- 
ment House, and also for new Government House. 	Messrs. 
Alfred Smith and Pritchard were awarded first prize for their 
design for Parliament House, and Messrs. Knight and Kemp first 
prize for Government House design. Nothing came, however, of 
these designs, which a few years after were destroyed by fire at 
the then Public Works Office, at the corner of Lansdale and 
Queen streets, Melbourne. 

Near the end of 1856 the Inspector-General of the Public 
Works Department (Col. Pasley) handed over to Mr. Kerr's 

partner, Mr. J. G. Knight—who was also an inspector in the 
Department—the carrying out of the Assembly chamber, and 
subsequently the Council chamber and Library. Thus the design-
ing of Parliament House fell into Mr. Kerr's hands, who ulti-
mately designed and re-designed the work (with very little assist-
ance), and with his own hands, making the whole of the working 
drawings. In 1866 Mr. Kerr entered the Department of Public 
Works, and in 1877 was appointed by the Royal Commission as 
architect for the buildings, receiving, in 1888, the cordial thanks 
of the Minister for his services, whilst the erection of the build-
ings was in hand. During this period he had also the supervision 
of the Law Courts, Melbourne, and other Government buildings, 
including the upper portion of the Melbourne Post Office. 

Previous to the last portion of Parliament Houses being 
erected a Stone Board was appointed, of which Mr. Kerr was a 
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member, to report upon the most suitable stone in Victoria for 
building the west facade with, Stawell sandstone being the 
selected material. 

After retiring from Departmental service Mr. Kerr's last 
position was that of Hon. Superintending Architect of the Queen 
Victoria Memorial Statue in Melbourne. We give in this issue 
a portrait of Mr. Kerr, together with a few illustrations of his 
master work, Parliament House, Melbourne. 

Just before his death he presented two books to the Institute 
Library, accompanied by the following characteristic letter : -- 

12 Service Crescent, 
Terrace Place, 

South Melbourne. 
John Little, Esq., 

Hon Secretary 
R. V. I. A. 

Dear Sir,— 
I have two books which it is my intention to present to the 

Library of the R.V.I.A. 	I do not think they will be of much 
service to the profession as things are now wagging, but most 
assuredly the old love will again rise and assert her claim. 

The first work is in French, Greek Architecture; the second, 
Etchings of Ancient Ornamental Roman Architecture, by Charles 
Heathcote Tatham, Architect. 

I shall deem it a great favour if you will be kind enough to 
receive my gift on behalf of the Institute's Library. 

Yours sincerely, 

PETER KERR. 
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DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE. 

EEK by Week, an article on some interesting sub- 
ject to women, appears in the Melbourne "Argus." 
The writer "Vesta," takes the above subject 
in hand again, she having introduced it some two 
years ago. 	She believes that her first effort was. 
successful because of the fruit it has borne. 	She 

has unbounded confidence in herself, in her ability to deal with 
architects ral problems, and in the capability of women to become 
successful architects. 	She has "always felt that the perfect 
house ought to be designed by a woman," and she "looks for-
ward to the time when the woman architect will be in our midst, 
to be consulted by people who want to build small houses, de-
signed for those who must do without maids altogether, or 
for those who think that even maids should not be called upon 
to do quite unnecessary work." The above sentence—an im-
peachment of "men" architects—suggests that the advent of 
women into the field of practitioners will remedy what is an 
obvious want in the community, namely, to plan so as to give 
the least administrative work. 	But woman-like, she cuts the 
ground from beneath her feet in the next sentence by admitting 
"that the men architects are making rapid progress in the right 
direction," and she has "lately seen and heard of some houses 
which even a woman might be proud to have planned." If, 
probably influenced by "Vesta's" teaching, men can learn so 
much in two short years, perhaps in another year or so the 
necessity for women architects will have passed away, and men 
will remain in undisturbed possession of one of the noblest pro- 
fessions. 	"Vesta," we fear, thinks that the main work of the 
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architect consists in "planning." 	But the pleasure of sitting 
down to plan is not given to most of our busiest architects, who 
find that the daily work of large practices gives them something 
else to do. 	That a woman would succeed in carrying out 
the administrative work of a large office is more than we are 
prepared to admit. The worry of contractor, on the one hand, 
and client on the other, would, we fear, send many of them into 
early graves. 

We read through "Vesta's" article in vain to find much that 
is novel in planning. She waxes interesting on the subject of 
"dusting." 	Picture moulds, she affirms, should not be more 
than about 6 feet above the floor, so that for dusting purposes 
they would be get-at-able. Cornices and centreflowers are abol-
ished, whilst the skirting is "without ornamental grooves and 
rounded ledges to hold dust. " The latter, if used, should have 
its upper edge "sloped, with a gentle curve into the front flat 
surface." Even this is not satisfactory, for the wall "might be 
finished with a concave beading, which conceals the awkward 
junction between wall and floor." The "concave beading," we 
suppose, is our old friend the "scotia." 	"Vesta" forgets that 
its use, however, suggests four right angles for collecting dust. 
If she had suggested a "quarter round" only two angles would 
be presented to receive dust. 	Cornices, centreflowers, and dust- 
harbouring mouldings have been done away with for the last 
twenty years in our hospitals, and for six or eight years in our 
houses. 	It is more years than the writer can remember since 
he chose a centreflower in the modeller's showroom, whilst the 
architraves and mouldings used to-day consist of gentle curves 
and the absence of grooves. Blinds are done away with, and 
drawn curtains take their place, "Vesta" tells us. 	Our 
opinion is, that the architect has little control over blinds and 
curtains; it is the wonien folk who are guilty of dressing up 
windows with this finery. We are told that in the ideal house 
we shall have plenty of box seats under windows, roomy ward-
robes, with coat hangers, linen presses, hall seats and bookcases, 
whilst the "cunningest" thing of all she knows of is a double- 
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faced sideboard, into which articles can be put—or taken from, 
both diningroom and outside passage. We are thankful that 
our locker—which is for papers only, by the way, can be got 
into from one side alone. We fear that in some houses—although 
without maids—valuables deposited in the sideboard would be 
unduly exposed by this cunning device. 	The walls of bath- 
rooms and working parts of kitchen are of clean, cool tiles, we 
are told, whilst gas is used for cooking, and for bath heater. 
But the recess for the gas stove was sometimes too narrow, and 
the pan handles were over the burners, whilst the cook stood in 
her own light. Now, we always thought that an architect got 
a side light thrown over the stove. A light on the cook's back 
only shows a very bad arrangement. 	"Air space," next de- 
mands "Vesta's" attention, and instead of, for instance, two 
small bedrooms for servants, she would have one large room 
divided into two by a low screen. 

With these remarks she closes a chatty article, in which we 
fail to find more than a passing reference to planning, using the 
term in its wider sense, nor does the article tell us anything 
about the principles which should dominate a plan. 	Nearly all 
the points touched upon are matters for the specification. 	A 
considerable number of clients will not—or cannot—go to the 
cost of providing many of the items "Vesta" describes. Even 
a poor plan might be "glorified" if there was money at disposal. 
Instead of grouping her house into living, working, and sleeping . 
compartments, with the view of easy communication, and co-
relation between them; instead of dealing with the house from 
environment; instead of telling us how comfortable it might be 
made, she treats us to an interesting dissertation upon a few 
small details. We hope however, she has not exhausted herself, 
and will some day give us the benefit of a broader view upon 
the most interesting subject of domestic planning from a woman's 
point of view. 
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AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE 
OF ARCHITECTS 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Mr. G. Sydney Jones, A.R.I.B.A., in his Presidential address 
on i3th March, referred to the great progress of the Institute 
during the last few years. 	He dealt with the education of their 
students, and stated that the syllabus of study had failed to 
appeal to students because it had not been supported by classes 
and lectures on the various subjects. 	The atmosphere of the 
Technical College, where the subjects were ably taught, wanted 
that indefinable influence of school or College. 	He hoped that 
this year •a Chair of Architecture might be founded in the Univer- 
sity. 	The Institute would be asked to consider a code of 
ethics during the present session. 	Conditions of contract were 
being revised, as the old conditions were out of date. 	Competi- 
tions claimed attention because promoters generally showed 
ignorance in dealing with them. The Institute would render any 
assistance possible to promoters on application. 	There should 
be competition for the designs of their public buildings. Their 
code of charges required amendment because it did not provide 
for equitable remuneration for certain kinds of professional work. 
Their Articles of Association required amendment. He hoped to 
revive the proposition of ten years ago, that there should be an 
Institute of Australian Architects. 	They intended to push the 
new Building Regulations through Parliament, as the present Act 
did not deal with modern methods of construction. Registration 
of Architects was one of their planks—important from the stand- 
point of both public and architect. 	The latter had the hand- 
ling and disposal in his clients' interests of very large sums of 
money, and it was one of the easiest things in the world to be 
unfaithful to his clients' interests, thereby enriching himself. 
Registration would prevent this, and it would also improve public 
taste by registering those who were competent to practise. Their 
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Institute ought to render more assistance in matters of public 
interest, thereby preventing the erection of buildings' of inferior 
art, and unsound construction. 	A guild, too, might be formed 
for the advancement of civic art, by those interested in civic art 
and progress, and the Town Planning movement should be en- 
couraged, Sydney being thereby greatly improved. 	He closed 
by a survey of the architectural outlook, forecasting two fat years, 
to be followed by a series of lean years, in which latter architects. 
suffered far more than the public were aware of.—[This forecast 
only applies to N.S.W.—Editor "Proceedings. "1 

WEST AUSTRALIA. 

The annual general meeting of the West Australian Institute 
of Architects was held on the 12th March, Mr. P. W. Harrison 
presiding. The council presented their nineteenth annual report 
and balance-sheet, which were adopted. The roll of membership 
included Life Fellows, 1 ; Fellows, 22 ; Hon. Fellow,' ; and Asso- 
ciates, II ; total, 35. 	The Registration Bill has again received 
serious consideration, and has been advanced one stage further 
by the request of the Premier (Mr. Scaddan) to submit to him the 
basis upon which we desire registration, and the draft measure 
we would like the Government to support. The information and 
draft Bill was supplied, and Mr. Scaddan has promised that the 
matter will be taken into consideration, and if duly approved 
arrangements are to be made for its submission next session. 
The code of ethics as finally approved by the members has passed 
through all its various stages and copies, together with the re-
vised scale of charges, have been printed, framed and sent to the 
various practising members for ready reference in their offices. In 
passing, mention might be made that copies of this code were 
sent to the Institutes in the Eastern States, and the corres-
pondence we have received from them has been of a most con-
gratulatory nature, they expressing a desire to adopt this code. 
Your council sincerely trusts that now we have established 
this code of ethics members of the institute will embody it in their 
daily practice, and by this means raise the prestige of our pro- 
fession. 	The revised scale of professional charges has been 
registered at the Supreme Court, and is now being copyrighted. 
A large amount of correspondence has passed between us and the 
New South Wales and Victorian Institutes in reference to the 
Federal capital competition, and we, in full accordance with the 
wishes of those institutes, finally decided to advise our members 
not to compete unless better rules were framed for the judging 
of this competition. We duly notified our members to this effect, 
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and a similar attitude was adopted by the R.I.B.A., and all the 
institutes of the Eastern States. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the retiring members of 
council, and the new council was elected. 

QUEENSLAND. 
At the annual meeting on 15th March, the President (Mr. 

A. B. Wilson, A.R.I.B.A.) stated that after a period of inaction, 
a revival in the Institute had set in fifteen months ago, and pro-
gress, though not rapid, had been, he thought, sure. With the 
other Institutes in Australia they had corresponded on the subjects 
of the Federal Capital competition, and Registration. The latter 
subject had been in the air both in England and Australia, and 
his own Institute might well take up the matter seriously, al-
though the "art" side of their work could not be subject to 
registration the practical and "science" side was essentially 
suitable for it. 
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VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY. 

On 13th February the first meeting for 1912, attended by 
about 5o members and friends, was held in the Institute Rooms. 
It took the form of the annual Smoke Social of the Society, the 
programme for which was contributed to by several members, as 
well as visitors. 	Items were given by Messrs. Carr, Levens, 
Drummond and Montana amongst the members, and Weichard, 
Pynor, Dodds, and McKee among the visitors, Mr. Burrell acting 
as accompanist. 

On the Izth March the Annual Elections took place, the meet-
ing being attended by only eleven members. The Committee's 
Report and Balance Sheet were received, after which Rule IV. 
was amended to provide for the appointment of an assistant Trea-
surer in place of one of the Assistant Secretaries. The elections 
were then proceeded with, the following Office Bearers being ap-
pointed, viz. :—President, Wallace G. Brodie; Vioe-President, 
Gordon Murphy ; Hon. Secretary, C. H. Strach.an-Smith ; Hon. 
Treasurer, A. L. Richmond ; Committee, Messrs. R. Appleford, 
O. Koch, H. Peck, G. Sutherland, j. Wardrop. 

Since the elections, one meeting has been held, at which Mr. 
J. J. Clarke, on the 14th May, delivered a most interesting illus-
trated lecture on the "Auckland Town Hall." This was the lecture 
postponed from April, and from the way in which it was appreci-
ated it was evident that it had lost nothing in the keeping. Mr. 
Clarke went very fully into the manner in which he overcame the 
awkwardness of the site, both in plan and elevation, and gave 
those present a large amount of very useful information and 

advice. 
The Syllabus for 1912 is available, and should appeal to all 

members owing to the thoroughly practical nature of the lec-
tures ; it can be obtained from the Hon. Sec., c/o Messrs. Grainger 
and Little, Collins-street, and will also be obtainable at the next 
General Meeting. 

We expect that the 1912 number of the Students' Annual 

will be published probably within the next month. This number 
will contain reports of lectures given during the past year, and 
original matter by members, and will be printed on art paper 

instead of antique as previously. 
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