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GENERAL MEETING. 
LARGE number of members and friends assembled 
in the rooms, 57 Swanston-street, on 26th April, the 
first ordinary meeting of the Session 1910. The chair_ 
was occupied by the President (Mr. Anketell Hen-
derson, M.C.E.). 

Minutes ana Correspondence. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read. 
Two important letters, viz., from the R.I.B.A., on "The 

Town Planning Conference"; and the Director of Education (Mr. 
F. Tate, M.A.) on "Civic Design," were read, and are referred 
to elsewhere in the present issue. 

Weports anb 3ournals 1Receivea front lkinbreb 
lInstttutes, wttb Cbanks. 

New South Wales Institute of Architects—Art and Archi-
tecture, March-April, 1910. 

Victorian Institute of Engineers—Proceedings, Vol. 10. 
Victorian Institute of Surveyors—Proceedings, Vol. 5. 
Architectural Association Journal, Feb., March, April, 1910. 
Devon and Exeter Architectural Society—Proceedings, 1909- 

1910. 
Architectural Institute of Canada—Proceedings of First 

General Assembly, September and October, 1908. 

[The 
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The Royal Architectural 
Bulletin, December, 1909. 

American Institute of 
October, 1909. 

The Architects' Directory and Specification 
Comstock, publisher, New York. 

Societe Centrale d'Architecture de 

Mensuel, Jan., Feb., March, 1910. 
Arquitectura Organo de la Sociedad 

Beunos Aires—Nov., 1909. 
Annali Della Societa Delgi 

Italiani, Anno xxv., Nos. 1-5. 
Wochenschrift Des Architekten 

56, 1909. 

f eberai Capital Competition. 
The President called attention to a report published in the 

press that the Hon. G. W. Fuller, Minister for Home Affairs, 
had stated that competitive designs would be called and "Govern-
ment officials would be eligible to compete." Further, "that the 
Board of Adjudicators would probably consist entirely of Govern- 

ment officials. 
He (the President) believed that the profession as a whole 

would not object to the former statement, provided that Govern- 
ment officials prepared their designs in their spare time. 	

The 

profession would most emphatically protest, however, against 
the Board of Adjudicators consisting entirely. of Government 
officials. The members of such a Board would enter upon the 
adjudication with preconceived ideas, and a competitor outside 
the Department would stand no fair chance of success. 	

If 

Government officers were to be allowed to compete, the Board 
of Adjudicators should include representatives from the private 

practitioners. 

alliance with the ~t.~t.• 
A letter was read from the R.I.B.A., stating that, after 

careful consideration, a matter which for years had been an 

Institute of Canada—Quarterly 

Architects—Quarterly 	Bulletin, 

Ingegneri 

Vereins 

Central 

e Delgi 

zu Berlin, Nos. 33- 

Belgique—Bulletin 

Index.--W. T. 
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obstacle to the proposed alliance had been waived, and there 
was nothing now to prevent the alliance being completed at the 
earliest opportunity. The R.V.LA. Council had therefore for-
warded the formal application and the necessary particulars to 
London, and upon receipt of these documents the alliance would 
be effected. The action of the R.V.I.A. Council in dealing with 
the alliance was very popular amongst members of the 
Institute. 

Vallot for fllembersbip. 
Messrs. G. Wight (V.P.) and I. G. Beaver (F.) having been 

appointed scrutineers, a ballot was taken in the case of William 
Beebe, a candidate for fellowship, and in the case of Jack 
Learmonth Ochiltree, a candidate for associateship. Both can-
didates were declared to be duly elected. 

General fulness. 
Mr. E. W. M. Crouch (A.) called attention to the number 

of minor competitions for designs frequently advertised, and 
suggested that the Council should consider the conditions of 
these competitions. 	If the conditions were not satisfactory, 
members of the Institute , should be advised not to compete. 

The President stated in reply that, at the last meeting of 
the Council, three competitions were under discussion, and the 
Council had advised in the preparation of most of the larger 
competitions during recent years, and there its responsibility 
ceased. He thought that in future every large competition 
was likely to be submitted to it, and the conditions then, as now, 
would be made as fair as possible. It was in the judging that 
most of the unfairness was committed, a matter which the 
Council had found very difficult to deal with. 	He promised to 
bring Mr. Crouch's representations before the Council. 
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ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH 
ARCHITECTS. 

TOWN PLANNING CONFERENCE. 

LONDON, 11-16 July, 1910. 
9 Conduit St., Regent St., London W., 

January, 1910. 

Dear Sir, 
In view of the recent passing into law of the Housing and 

Town Planning Act, 1909, it is of the utmost importance that 
the architectural development of towns should receive the most 
careful consideration. The Royal Institute of British Architects 
has therefore decided to organise a Conference to study 
the architectural problems involved in the improvement and 
extension of our cities. Your co-operation is invited in this 
Conference, which will be held in London from the 11th to the 
16th July, at the Royal Institute, 9 Conduit Street, Regent 

Street, London, W. 
His Majesty the King has graciously extended his patronage 

to the Conference. 
The programme of the Conference will include an exhi- 

bition of drawings, plans, models, and literature bearing upon 
the subject; and a large number of Town Plans and Views will 

be displayed by means of lantern slides. 
It is expected that papers will be contributed by leading 

authorities on the various aspects of Town Planning, and that 



(The Council of the R. V.I. A. has nominated the President, 
Mr. Anketell Henderson, for membership of the Conference, and 
the Institute will therefore receive all the literature above re-
ferred to.—Editor "Proceedings. ") 

[Civic 
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there will be a large number of visitors from the Continent and 
America, in addition to those interested in the subject in this 
country. 

Membership of the Conference will be open to Architects 
and all others, including ladies, interested in town planning. 
Members will be privileged to attend:— 

The inaugural meeting and the receptions that will be 
arranged; 

All the meetings of the Conference; 
The visits and the banquet (on payment of the necessary 

charges) ; 

and they will receive:— 

All the literature issued in connection with the Conference, 
including a copy of the illustrated volume of transactions 
to be published subsequently. 

The membership fee will he one guinea. If those interested 
in the Conference will kindly fill up the accompanying form 
and send it to the Secretary, the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, 9 Conduit Street, Regent Street, London, W., they 
will receive further particulars of the programme of the Con-
ference, with a form of application for membership. 

As the number attending the Conference is necessarily 
limited, an early reply is desirable. 

We have the honour to be, dear sir, 
Your faithfully 

ERNEST GEORGE, President. 
HENRY T. HARE, Hon. Secretary. 
IAN MAcALISTER, Secretary. 

4 



CIVIC DESIGN (AT THE SCHOOL 
OF ARCHITECTURE, LIVERPOOL 
UNIVERSITY). 

LETTER RECEIVED FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
EDUCATION, VICTORIA. 

Education Department, Melbourne, 
5th April, 1910. 

The Hon. Secretary of the R.V.I.A. 

Dear Sir, 
I have recently received from the School of Architecture of 

the University of Liverpool particulars of a Department of 
Civic Design which has been organised in connection with this 
section of the University's work. The question of civic design 
is of such great importance in our rapidly expanding cities that 
I feel that the attention of architectural students should be drawn 
to these courses, in order that those who propose to visit 
Europe for purposes of study should be aware of the fact that 
such courses exist and, perhaps, avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity for special study in this direction. 

No person with the least pretensions to a knowledge of 
architecture but must come to the conclusion that there is a 
lack of systematic planning with a view to architectural effect 
in the arrangement of our cities, and that the sites and styles of 
our public buildings are often chosen without any relation to 
surrounding buildings, or are influenced by no civic scheme. 

The systematic study of Civic Design would help to correct 
this haphazard method of procedure. 

All information as to these courses of study may be ob- 
tained on application to Professor Adshead, School of Archi-
-cture, the University of Liverpool, Liverpool, England. 

F. TATE, Director- 

(Professor Adshead has been written to for particulars of the 
Department, which, when received, will be published.—Editor 

Proceedings.) 



NOTES ON A TRIP TO ENGLAND. 

Paper read by JOHN LITTLE (F.) at the R.V.I.A. on 26th 

April, 1910. 

Y recent trip to England was not a mere pleasure 
trip. I knew well that, during 27 years' absence, 
the science of modern building had advanced by 
leaps and bounds. For many years, I have ad-
vised students to visit Europe, and my advice to 
see the old world will in future be given with 
greater emphasis. 

I visited most of the larger centres• of popu- 
lation, many country towns, saw much of country 

life; viewed the buildings of ancient days, and spent a week in 
Paris, concerning myself there with its treasures on canvas 
and in stone. 

I saw much in the way of building operations, standard work 
as a serious subject, and "jerry" work, by way of recreation. 
I visited also many Technical Colleges, and made myself con-
versant with buildings, equipment' and teaching. I inspected 
also much work of an engineering character. 

I was greatly aided by the letters of introduction furnished 
by the President and Vice-Presidents of the R.V.I.A., together 
with others from kindred Institutes. Everywhere I was received 
with the greatest cordiality, and was frequently asked to convey 
to the profession in Australia fraternal greetings from over-sea. 

[I 
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I was particularly glad to interview the esteemed secretary of 
the R.I.B.A. (Mr. MacAlister), and am certain that' much good 
will result from our interviews, bringing both Institutes into. 
closer relationship. The secretary of the R.I.B.A. kindly fur-
nished me with introductions to several leading architects in 
London, whose works I was thus enabled to visit. "Jerry" 
buildings I visited without letters of introduction, being fre-
quently mistaken for an intending purchaser, and advised to 
purchase at once, as the houses were selling "like hot buns." 

This paper is not intended to deal with the æsthetics of 
architecture, but rather with the problems in building which any 
of us may have to face day by day. 

London was greatly altered. Many old buildings, mostly 
of a non-historic character, had been replaced by modern work; 
whilst "Outer" London had grown enormously. When a city 
yearly adds to itself a population as large as that of Melbourne, 
it becomes obvious that the extensions must be on a gigantic 
scale. London may be said to have a radius of 15 miles. But 
it still retains some of its rural spots. Approaching Hampstead 
Heath from the direction of Highgate Hill, for instance, one 
passes through as rural a district as if there were no city within 
50 miles. Yet this spot is within 41 miles of St. Paul's, in a 
direct line. 

Means of travelling, especially by undergound railways, in 
addition to electric trams, motor and horse 'busses, have largely 
aided this extension, and have depleted the wealthier residential 
portions of the central areas of their original type of occupants. 
The houses they vacated are now occupied by the poorer classes, 
and are let in flats, or even in single rooms, thereby preparing 
the "slums" of the future. The underground railways, now all 
electrified, give a two or three minutes' service throughout the 
day or evening. A visitor needs to keep a sharp look-out for the 
station he requires, whether he be on the ground above or in 
the train below. London is fairly burrowed with tubes, 50 or 
60 feet below the surface, and, I doubt not, by the drainage 
system thus formed, that the foundations of many buildings 
have been disturbed. I was glad to find, however, that at St. 

52  
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Paul's, the settlements—which were but recently of an alarming 
nature—had been made good, and the effects are hardly per-
ceptible. If I remember aright, Wren equally distributed the 
weight of the building over the foundations so that there was no 
loading exceeding five tons to the square foot; yet despite that 
precaution, settlements were caused. 

In many other cities I found that, owing to the extensions 
of the suburbs, with the facilities for reaching them, the same 
process of "slum" formation was going on. I ascertained, too, 
that "letting" the rooms separately, pays the landlord better 
than letting the house as a whole. The tenants being poor, or 
belonging to the 'vagrant classes, necessarily overcrowd their 
accommodation. A house in one district, in a Northern city, 
suited for a family of about eight, was, one night recently, raided 
by the police and 64 people were disturbed. When this sort of 
thing takes place the remaining decent people in the neighbour-
hood clear away, and the "slum" formation is quickly completed. 
In Victoria, we need to take every precaution to prevent the ex-
tension of our slums, for in certain zones of the city of Mel-
bourne especially, slum formation has become rampant. Diligent 
inspection must be made, compulsory observance of sanitary re-
quirements insisted upon, whilst many buildings ought to be 
demolished at once. 

I observed that the spirit of development and of larger ideas 
had permeated the people in England. Many new Government 
buildings in London, together with municipal and public build-
ings elsewhere, had recently been erected. The design gen-
erally was of a high character, the construction sound, and the 
equipment complete. In addition to its Town Hall, each small 
municipality possesses its Public Library, Muséum, Picture Gal-
lery and Technical College or School. In the smaller towns the 
technical schools provide education suited to their local needs, 
whilst in the, larger towns and cities the technical colleges, in re-
gard to buildings, equipment, and teaching, are replete with 
every modern requirement. In many suburbs of the larger towns 
there are smaller colleges, which act as feeders (not suckers), 
where elementary teaching is given, the more advanced work 

[being 
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being done in the central college. All the colleges are heavily 
subsidised from the public funds, and the nation is endeavouring 
to make good the neglect of past generations in the matter of 
technical instruction. The teaching, in our own profession at 
least, is being given by men of wide qualifications, all of whom 
have been—even if they are not now—engaged in the practice 
of architecture. The day is gone by when the subjects cognate 
to architecture can be efficiently taught, even in the smaller 
centres of population, by the ordinary drawing master, or by that 
objectionable creature, the self-constituted "expert." If Mel-
bourne is to keep pace with her own needs, she will require to 
greatly extend the facilities by which technical education is im-
parted both in the city and suburbs. She is now a long way 
behind any English city of her size. I conferred with the Direc-
tors, Professors and Lecturers of many of the technical col-
leges throughout England, and visited also the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts in Paris, and received everywhere the most valuable 
information. I was conclusively convinced, from what' I saw and 
heard, that the less a technical college is under Government 
domination the better for the college. I found that a body :>f 
public spirited citizens knew far better than Government officers 
can possibly know, what are the requirements of their own cities. 
Birmingham, for instance, requires that metal working essen-
tially shall be taught; Yorkshire, metal work, and the branches 
of the woollen industry ; whilst Manchester requires a syllabus 
of more general range. 

Public improvements are being effected throughout the 
cities of England mainly in the direction of remedying the blun-
ders of past' generations, London alone, according to the state-
ment of the London County Council architect (Mr. Riley), hav- 
ing recently expended 	;11,000,000 (excluding bridges), for 
this purpose. Many other cities have expended correspondingly 
large amounts. The Holborn and Strand Improvement, for in-
stance, has wiped out the "Seven Dials," and has entirely trans-
formed this part of London. 

In many cities the exigencies of traffic have necessitated 
the widening of existing, or the formation of new, streets. In 
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London the problem of street traffic is so complicated, whilst 
the interests involved are so many, that the problem seems 
well nigh incapable of solution. 

The "smoke nuisance" • in the. Midland and North of Eng-
land districts still demands attention. It has demanded it for 
the last two generations, but in vain, and the nuisance seems 
greater to-day than ever it was. From Birmingham northwards 
the country is studded with manufacturing towns, each enveloped 
in a pall of smoke which pollutes the atmosphere for miles 
around. Apart from the injury to the physique of the inhabi-
tants, the necessity of living under the pall must injuriously 
affect the mind by inducing morbid conditions. The idea of 
"more smoke, more trade," has not yet died out. Although large 
quantities of smoke are emitted from tall chimneys, no small 
amount is of domestic origin. Even in summer, kitchen fires 
burn all day, and gas cooking stoves, amongst' the poorer 
classes at least, are by no means common. Smoke abatement 
societies, therefore, have yet a wide field of operations before 
this smoke plague is stayed. One result of the vitiated air is that 
all the buildings externally are blackened ; in many cases it is 
impossible to distinguish the nature of their materials, save by 
the joint lines. All "light and shade" effects are completely 
destroyed, and the architectural features thereby greatly reduced 
in value. The vista, too, is also diminished, and that which 
was once beautiful in its scintillations under the effect of sun-
light' becomes but a black object silhouetted against a darkened 
sky. Two generations ago Ruskin lamented the defamation of 
English landsdcape by smoke, and the blackened conditions -f 
our towns. The evil, now intensified, must detrimentally affect 
the people who are compelled to live a town life, and the number 
of such people is constantly increasing. 

The erection of large buildings during recent years has 
been expedited, so it is alleged, by the adoption of American 
methods of building. This, I think, is true only in part. British, 
as well as Australian contractors, have caught--quite apart from 
America—the spirit of the age, and build more expeditiously now 
than before, although no doubt the advent of an American firm 

[in 
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in England some short time ago, accelerated the pace. Of steel-
f ramed or skeleton construction work in buildings, I saw com-
paratively little; this American system never having successfully 
appealed to British constructors, "Selfridge's" and the "Morn-
ing Post" being two notable exceptions. Of reinforced con-
crete construction—by no means an American system, despite 
the opinion of the man in the street—I saw much, together with 
the American system of filling in the curtain walls. On the very 
Large building in Liverpool, for the Liver Insurance Co. here 
and there a story was waiting for its stone work, but building 
operations were going on above, despite the omission. 

I found that building in reinforced concrete had not evolved 
any special type of design, the usual classic forms being still 
largely retained. Some people are of opinion that "styles" can 
be readily created; but experience proves clearly that they are 
slowly evolved. The traditional use of stonework, or some-
thing near akin, for facing the exteriors of buildings is not 
likely to be abandoned—at least in England. It is of the utmost 
importance, however, that the material shall be of a durable 
nature. It is obvious that the soft limestone quarried in the 
district of Bath, and proved to be durable in that city, or even 
in London, is totally unsuited to the existing atmosphere of a 
manufacturing city. It is clear also that many sandstones lack 
durability even in towns with unpolluted atmosphere. Many of 
the older colleges and University buildings at Oxford, and 
many buildings at Warwick—to name yet another town—which 
were built of sandstone quarried in their respective districts, 
provide endless work for the "restoring" contractor. At Leam-
ington, to quote another instance, the parish church, built 60 
years ago, is already falling into decay, a large transept win-
dow having been just rebuilt. The stone removed was so badly 
decayed that it could be easily crushed between the fingers. In 

a circular asking for funds, which the vicar issued, he expressed 
the wish that all the old work of the church might fall down, so 
that the authorities would then know what to do. On the other 
hand, the red sandstone used in Chester appears to stand the 
weather in an admirable manner. Amongst the various means 
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by which restoration may be effected the grouting machine occu-
pies the foremost place. In recent restorations at Holyrood 
Chapel (which appear to have been effected in the true spirit of 
restoration) the grouting machine fills up the interstices in the old 
walling with cement grouting, and in one place a ton of grout-
;ng was deposited in the wall ! Further, instead of cutting out 
decayed stones in the facework, washes of from 10 to 15 coats 
of baryta water have been applied upon the recommendation of 
Professor Church. This washing is said to render the wall im-
pervious to moisture, and the old work receives a new lease of 
existence.. 

The standing cost of restoration in the case of an old build-
ing is very considerable. For instance, at Gloucester Cathedral, 
twelve masons are constantly employed on this work alone. 

In my travels I have seen no sandstone equal to our own 
stone from Stawell, either as regards texture or hardness. We 
have not yet opened out our heritage of building stone deposits 
in Victoria; and we have many stones of great value within 
reach of the quarry man, if not of the architects and builders of 
our cities and towns. 

In my travels I found considerable evidence of both ancient 
and modern neglect of our buildings, especially those of an 
ecclesiastical nature. 	My informants, usually ill-informed, had 
all one tale to tell. "This was damaged in Cromwell's time," 
was repeated parrot-like throughout England--especially in the 
southern portion, when broken work was pointed out. The 
student of architecture, however, knows full well that the Gothic 
builders of any given period cared nothing concerning the ex-
tent or quality of the work of their predecessors. If such work 
did not suit their purpose they knocked it about, or they pulled 
it down. Ample evidence of these practices remain in Gloucester 
Cathedral, which externally is largely Norman, whilst internally, 
with the exception of the nave, it is mostly perpendicular. In-
spection reveals many places 'where Norman work was knocked 
away to make room for perpendicular "veneering." This cer-
tainly is one cause of the destruction of old work. Then again, 
when the monasteries were suppressed by Henry VIII., anything 

[or, 
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or everything of value was seized by the "Defender of the 
Faith," and cast into his personal treasury. Hence, further 
spoliation. Moreover, the Puritan element—within the Church, 
be it remembered—from Elizabethan days downward, protesting 
against that which it termed "image worship," tore statuary 
from their niches, and damaged or destroyed these works as 
they would have treated the veriest idols themselves. Later on, 
during the Civil Wars, the churches, as other buildings, received 
damage common and incidental to the state of war. In many 
districts fighting centred round the castles; those in possession 
of the Parliamentary troops—Warwick, for instance—remained 
undamaged. Those held by the Royalists, Kenilworth to wit, 
were more or less damaged, or as in the case of Knaresborough 
almost wholly battered down. Later on, many castles which 
were simply held as forts or strongholds by the Royalists, were 

razed, as an effective military measure for sweeping away the 
enemy's cover, thereby preventing re-occupation of the sur-

rounding country. In addition, I found that Time—the great 
destroyer—lays its hand impartially on all man's handiwork. In 
the 17th and 18th centuries, when the spiritual life in the 
churches was at ebbtide, buildings were further neglected, with 
the result so apparent to-day. The 19th century has been re-
sponsible for much restoration. I find it quite the correct thing 
especially by people who are not conversant with the problems 
involved, to condemn almost unreservedly the church restora-
tions effected throughout the land. There are many theories 
of restoration which in Australia we have had no occasion to 
test, but 'the practice of the true restorer should be, I take it, to 
give his building a new lease of life, by re-instating the defective 
portions, yet disposing of the new material in such a way that 
no one can possibly mistake new work for old. Taking the ex-
treme practice in the other direction of making restored work 
markedly unlike older work—so that he who runs may read, 
I noticed that on monuments in Westminster, and in the Nor-
man Church at Iffley, near Oxford, missing portions of stone-
work are made good by pieces of timber. This may be propping 
up, but it is no restoration. In the photograph of Iffley, Plate 
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I. Illustration 1, the dark columns are of timber used in this 
manner. 

As might be expected, I was greatly interested in statuary, 
monuments, and carvings. 	A long paper, or rather series of- 
papers, might be written on this subject alone, but a paragraph 
must suffice Our ancestors, I found, were full of humour, mostly 
of a grim kind. There are jokes in wood and in stone, grinning 
gargoyles, bosses all alive with grotesque animal life or masks, 
devils outside the churches, and impossible angels within. These 
all shew the sense of humour strongly developed. At Christ-
church at one time, it is said, there lived a priest who pos 
sessed more worldliness than spirituality. His character is per-
petuated by the carver in one of the oak divisions of the choir ,. 

stalls (see Plate I., illustration 2). The priest is represented : 

as a fox, preaching from a pulpit to a flock of geese, "holding 
in" these birds by a pair of reins. Engrossed in this occupa- 
tion, his repast, waiting for him behind the pulpit, is being de-
voured by a hungry dog. 

In old monumental work, however, a spirit of piety is ex-
hibited, which I fancy is largely conventionally represented,; 

Doughty warriors, laid side by side with their dames, clasp 
hands in the attitude of prayer, their feet resting against the 
bodies of their faithful hounds. In accordance with mediaeval 
custom, the statuary is frequently painted. The pose, I observe, 
is generally unnatural, and, although the recumbent attitude is 
often adopted at the present day, as in the case of General 
Gordon at St. Paul's, and Lord Salisbury's new monument in 
Westminster, the treatment is quite modernized. Shelley's re-
cumbent figure at Oxford, by Onslow Ford, is excellent in detail, 
hut hardly satisfactory as a whole. It may be that a drowned 
body recovered from the sea is a difficult subject to pose in 
marble, particularly when the figure is resting on its side. 

Of the statuary and monumental work of the 17th and 18th 
centuries, with the exception of that by Flaxman and very few 
others, the less said the better. The mediaeval school of sculp-
ture in England, which can scarcely be termed a "British" 
school, had completely died out. Maudlin sentiment was ex- 

[hibited 
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hibited in form, and the alleged possession of virtue was 
recorded in stilted English, the whole having a most brazen-
f aced effect. Half, at least, of the monuments erected during 
this period in Westminster Abbey alone, ought, speaking from 
an artistic standpoint, to be torn out and broken up for road 
metal. The modern school of British sculpture, initiated by 
Stevens in his Wellington Memorial in St. Paul's, is filling 
places of worship, public buildings, and open spaces with sculp- 

ture of a very high order. 
Mr. Thornycroft's "Boadicea" group on the Thames Em- 

bankment, flanking the Westminster Bridge, is a good example 
of what is being done in many places (see Plate II., illustra- 

tion 1). 
For the Proceedings, I have written a review upon this 

subject for the present issue, to which I direct your attention. 

Passing on to matters having a practical interest, I visited 

many buildings in progress. 	To ensure brevity, my remarks 

will mainly apply to buildings in which reinforced concrete is 
largely used, this material having long since passed beyond the 

theoretical or experimental stages. 
By the courtesy of Sir Henry Tanner, I.S.O., Architect to 

the Office of Works, I visited the G.P.O. extension in London. 
The site is 24 acres, and the total floor space will be about 
13 acres. By the use of reinforced concrete, it is claimed that 
there has been a great saving of space, and considerable 
economy of cost. From particulars supplied by the senior clerk 
of works, the buildings consist of two blocks :—(1) The public 
office block (210 feet by 54 feet by 80 feet high); and (2) the 
sorting office block (312 feet by 212 feet by 75 feet high), with 
a loading yard (201 feet by 60 feet) between. Both blocks have 
a lower ground and a basement floor covering the whole site, 
including, of course, the loading yard. The basement level is 
about 30 feet below the pavement level, and the surrounding 
earth is retained by an 8-in. reinforced concrete wall, with 
vertical buttresses 8 inches wide and 14 inches deep, spaced 
6 feet centres, and fixed in position at bottom, middle, and top 
by horizontal concrete beams, thus transmitting the thrust from 
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earth pressure to the main floor beams and columns of the 
building. 

The buildings are entirely in ferro-concrete on the Henne-
bique system (with the exception of elevations to Newgate and 
King Edward Streets, and two elevations of the public office 
block, which are all to be in stone), and form one huge mono-
lith from basement to roof. The outer walls of the two blocks 
vary in thickness from 6 to 12 inches, and are carried at each 
floor level by ferro-concrete beams on stanchions, the latter be-
ing spaced 35 feet 6 inches to 40 feet apart. The floors, 31 
inches thick generally are supported on secondary beams of 35 
feet span, 16 inches deep by 8 inches wide, spaced 5 to 6 feet 
apart, which, in turn, are supported by main arch beams 35 
to 40 feet long, 5 feet deep at haunches, and 2 feet 6 inches 
deep at centre, by 10 inches wide, spaced at 35 feet centres, 
and rigidly attached to the main columns by means of the 
reinforcing rods (overlapping into the contiguous beams, and 
passing between the column rods). The whole weight of the 
buildings is thus distributed over the columns, and from them 
to the slabs, resting on, for the most part, gravel foundation. 
A bridge connects the second floor of the public office to the 
sorting office block, and is in one span of 57 feet. Other special 
features of construction are two tunnels under King Edward 
Street, 25 feet below the ground, about' 50 feet long by 7 feet 
wide by 10 feet high, and the cantilever beams (projecting 12 
feet 6 inches) at first floor level carrying the east wall of the 
sorting office block, three stories high. 

On a portion of the site (not yet built upon) beyond these 
new buildings, in the direction of the Old Bailey, an interest-
ing bit of the Roman wall around the London of early days has 
been unearthed at a depth of about 30 feet', this obviously being 
the original surface. A circular tower fort at the intersection of 
two plane wall surfaces has been carefully exposed. I am glad 
to state that the whole area of the discovery is to be roofed over 
by a society interested in such a matter, and will be spared 
at any rate for the immediate future. Newgate and the Old 
Bailey have an unenviable reputation for "happenings" a few 

[feet 
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feet above the ground, and it is well now to find that there is 
something worth looking at below the surface. 

By the courtesy of Messrs. Lanchester and Richards, I 
viewed the large buildings under erection by the Wesleyan 

Church on the site of the old Westminster Aquarium, opposite 
the Abbey. The buildings, which are of a highly monumental 
character, are being constructed of Portland stone, and furnish 
uncommonly good opportunities for both carver and sculptor. 
One curious bit of carving interested me, the volutes of the 
caps and columns were being carved, not on a spiral, but 
on a right-angled, motive, and appeared like a Greek — ire," 

The floors are to be of reinforced concrete. One ceiling which I 
inspected (about 40ft. by 30ft.) was elliptical in section both ways, 
and about 3in. thick, taking none of the weight of the floor above. 
Others to be erected, I saw by the sections, would join the 
floors at the apices. The Kahn Co. were the constructors of 
this concrete work. 

I also visited the new buildings of the National Gallery, 
the flooring and roofing being of reinforced concrete, also by 
the Kahn Co. The flooring is of the usual character, and the 
roofing, carrying the lantern lights, is of the same material, 
with steel glazing bars. All exposed concrete will be covered 
with asphalt. The old buildings adjoining were, as you are 
aware, erected from 1832-8, and are now filled with the priceless 
works of the old masters. It has been decided to remove the 
original timber and lead roofing and to substitute covering and 
lanterns of reinforced concrete. This, along with the clearance 
of objectionable adjoining properties, will greatly minimise the 
risk of fire. 

"Selfridge's," too, in Oxford Street, I duly inspected. This 
is the last word in shop planning on the American principle. 
The whole of the floors are arranged for promenade, no customer 
being asked to buy. The top, a flat roof, is arranged as a tea 
garden, which was crowded with customers when twice I visited 
it. The building generally is of steel skeleton construction, with 
flooring, roofing, and the few partitions of reinforced concrete. 
The external walling is about 80 feet in height, and the 

1 
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grillage foundations are carried 60 feet down to the London 
clay. The building, however, shows no evidence of steel con-
struction. The structure was built by American capital, from 
the designs of Messrs. W. H. Burnham and Co., architects, of 
Chicago, and was erected under the supervision of Mr. F. R. 
Atkinson, F.R.I.B.A., of London, whilst Messrs. Waring and 
White were the American contractors. 

I was also privileged, under professional guidance, to visit 
the Bristol City Granary, at the new Avonmouth Docks, and 
witnessed on a very large scale the application of reinforced 
concrete to works of this nature, together with the latest 
achievements in mechanical science in the handling of the grain 
from the boat into the granary, weighing and bagging it in 
the process. The wheat, in this case from Canada, was not 
equal to that sent away from Australia. 

Some time was spent in inspecting, under the direction of 
the assistant engineer-in-chief, some of the vast works in con- 
nection with the Manchester Ship Canal. The work is of such 
magnitude as to preclude any detail being given in a single 
paper. Some thirty miles in length between Liverpool and Man-
chester, it was constructed at a cost of over £15,000,000, and, 
by means of docks all along its length, vessels can be moored 
at almost any point. Its engineering is of a lasting description, 
and no money has been spared by cheeseparing policy. 	The 
part to which I gave the greatest attention, however, was the 
scheme of warehouses in connection with the Manchester 
Docks. Whilst all the buildings erected some few years ago 
were in brickwork, all the later work is executed in reinforced 
concrete. Some three stories in height, the new buildings, I 
should think, are about 700 feet long by about 250 feet wide, 
with flat asphalted roofs, upon which goods not requiring to 
be kept under cover may be stored. These warehouses and the 
7-storey wheat granary, are subjected to very heavy loading, 
which has all been successfully carried for a considerable time. 

All future buildings, I understood from the engineer, are 
to be constructed in concrete, the experience of the engineers 
being whol'y favourable to the use of this modern material. 

[Although 
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Although I inspected a large number of reinforced concrete 
buildings, I detected very little in the nature of defective work, 
only a slight crack in one case being observed. It may be well 
to note the differences between English concrete and that used 
in Melbourne. In the former shingle is largely used. It may 
be that this material, composed of stones of varying natures and 
strengths, does not possess the uniformity of texture which it 
is so desirable to secure. The concrete may also suffer by the 
smoothness of the surface of the shingle, and the cement there-
fore having its adhesive properties more or less weakened. Mel-
bourne concrete, with crushed bluestone (basalt) in its com-
position, may possess greater constancy of compressive strength, 
but I often think that if our bluestone were clean broken with a 
hammer instead of being crushed in a machine, the strength of 
the concrete would be materially increased. The adhesive pro-
perties of the cement to the rough-faced bluestone metal may 
provide all to be desired, but I would like these questions to be 
further considered. Concerning the mixing of concrete, I found 
that in England some clerks of works were strongly in favour 
of the use of the mixing machine, so common in America ; 
whilst others would not have it on any condition. Considering 
that I saw plenty of good concrete mixed by the machine, any 
faulty result should not, I think, be laid to the charge of the 
machine, but to faulty manipulation. Whether, with the best 
labour, concrete mixed by machine is better than that mixed 
by hand, I cannot, say, as I saw magnificent work executed by 
each method in all parts of the country. May I be forgiven if 
I point out to you the necessity of disposing of the reinforcing 
metal aright in the concrete. This was forcibly brought under 
my notice at the General Post Office previously referred to. 
In the yard were twelve reinforced concrete columns, 9 inches 
square and 6 feet long, which had been tested under thrust by 
Messrs. Kirkaldy and Son, at' their Southwark Testing Labora-
tory, to which I am indebted for these particulars. The con-
crete used was composed of 1 yard screened Thames ballast 
crushed to pass e-in. mesh, 	yard Thames sand, and 6 cwt. 
Portland cement, all machine mixed fairly dry. The age of the 
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columns was from two and a half to three months. The rein-
forcement consisted of four 1-in. steel bars, spaced 5-in. centres, 
and tied by 3-16-in. wire links at intervals varying in the dif-
ferent specimens, except in two columns, the tying of which 
was accomplished by the use of expanded metal of I f in. mesh, 
and 1-8-in. by 1-8-in. strand, the slits running longitudinally. 
Two exactly similar columns of each type were tested, in order 
to secure trustworthy results. The ends of the columns were 
trued up before testing, and the depression was measured after 
each increment of load of 20,000 lb. The course of these de-
pressions was remarkably uniform up to the point at which 
visible cracking took place (see Plate III., Illustrations 1 and 2). 

Failure occurred in all the columns in the same way, 
namely, by crushing at a point from 1 to 2 feet from the upper 
end, the concrete cracking away and exposing the reinforce-
ment The ultimate load varied from 85.2 to 107.5 tons, accord-
ing to the distance apart of the binding ties, the highest results 
being obtained when the wires were 6 inches apart throughout 
the greater part of the length, and 3 inches apart near the 
ends. The two columns with expanded metal binding failed at 
73.1 and 76 tons, owing to the spreading of the mesh. 

The results emphasise the importance of sufficient tying of 
columns with wire. The application of a direct thrust to a col-
umn gives rise to a considerable bursting stress, which must 
be resisted by closely spaced transverse wires, and the illustra-
tions are very instructive from this point of view. 

The conclusion is that reinforced concrete has stood every 
reasonable test' in practical work, but that its designing and exe-
cution must be done in no haphazard manner, or the work will 
surely fail, thereby bringing discredit on all concerned. 

Sanitation was another modern subject to which I gave con-
siderable attention. I was desirous of ascertaining whether our 
Melbourne system was capable of much improvement. Concern-
ing the discharge of sewage, English conditions are far more 
difficult than ours. Apart from treatment upon various qualities 
of land, English sewage varies according to the nature of the 
many industries of the towns from which it is drawn, and no one 

[system 
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system of disposal is generally applicable. To add to the diffi-
culty the point of discharge is often many miles distant, and 
private lands have to be crossed. Herein the greed of many a 

large landowner has to be satiated before the necessary works 
can be carried out. Here is a case. The sewage of a Yorkshire 
manufacturing village is conveyed through 18in. pipes laid un- 
derground for three miles under the grazing land of one owner, 
before gaining access to the land for treatment. For the "ease- 
ment" thus formed 3000 compensation had to be paid. This 
owner, of course, loudly protests against the "iniquity" of the 
Budget proposals under which he will have to pay a tax upon 
this item of "unearned increment." 

In judging old world systems of sanitation, it must be re-
membered that many towns were sewered fifty years ago in ac- 
cordance with the elementary, or even the erroneous, principles 
of the age. Improvements have, therefore, been tardily made, 
and obsolete apparatus is still largely in use. Almost every-
where the water carriage system is adopted, and every possible 
form of W.C. is in use. The flushing cisterns are generally of 
smaller capacity than ours (three gallons), and many are noisy 
in action. The worst offenders by far in the matter of noise was 
a company of cisterns in a Parisian group of residential 
flats. During filling, each performed up and down the whole 
gamut, now "sweet and low," rising majestically to "full organ," 
ascending into a penetrating whistle, which finally died away. 
Multiply the performance of one cistern by that of a dozen and 
you will readily imagine there are "lively" times in this common 
area light well, and the noise was something to be remem- 

bered—or forgotten. 	In many parts of England I found the 
flushing cisterns enclosed in timber casings. This appeared to 
reduce the noise very appreciably. I found, too, many of the 
older W.C.'s badly placed and worse ventilated. The newer 
work, however, is of a vastly superior description in every re-
spect. No sanitary work, however, which I saw was better de-
signed or executed than the work we have in Melbourne. From 
all that I was able to learn, the work is executed with consider-
ably less friction in England than it has been in Melbourne. 
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English inspectors realised long ago that their brains are not 
the sole repositories of sanitary science, and they understand 
that the contractor who does the work, and even the architect, 
may know "almost" as much as they themselves. In Melbourne 
the friction has not been in connection with our dealings with the 
higher officials, but with the "Jack in office," whose zeal outruns 
his discretion It is quite time that Melbourne architects asserted 
their position in matters of sanitary science and its application to 
every-day needs. 

Upon structural work in connection with sanitation, money 
is expended in England more liberally than with us. Wall sur-
faces are of glazed bricks or are tiled, whilst floors are rendered 
impervious. Hot water installations to baths and lavatories from 
the kitchen range are general. In cheaper work there is often a 
water supply tap without any tray below, the floors not being 
necessarily impervious. The objectionaole housemaid's sink is 
but seldom fixed now-a-days, the W.C. pan being used instead. 
Basements to houses, once general and damp, are seldom dug out 
now. Concerning ventilation, an Australian is at once struck 
with the glaring deficiency in all classes of buildings, even allow-
ing for all climatic conditions. Not in one new house in every 
hundred is there a wall ventilator, save under the ground floor. 
Nor are windows kept open in houses or public buildings, as 
with us. In the latter case the ventilation problem and heating 
are partly mixed: whilst the methods of treatment are varied. 
The newer work embodies the best principles, though practised, 
I think, on too limited a scale. 

Municipal authorities are at last waking to their sanitary 
obligations. At one time, owing to the greed of owners, and 
the laxity of building regulations, long rows of houses were 
erected. One row, I know of, was some 600 feet in length, and 
included 42 houses. The sites were usually under 40 feet in 
depth, with a right-of-way in the rear but little over 3 feet in 
width. Each house had a yard, but the end houses were built 
to the line of the right-of-way, consequently with another row 
of houses in the rear, an area, almost enclosed, was formed, 
through which the air but feebly circulated. The back yard of 

[each 



each house, too small already, was reduced by the formation of 
the closet and part of a midden, the next house providing space 
for the second portion of this midden. Into this the contents of 
two closets, together with all ashes and other rubbish, were de-
posited. All the middens, when the majority were full, were 
emptied in the night by means of spade and barrow, and removed 
by farmers' carts for fertilising the land. This "system" of 
sanitation was afterwards improved by the use of the separate 
pan, the contents of which were somewhat deodorised by the 
sifted ashes which automatically fell in. How to scientifically 
deal with this "sanitation," was a problem handed down to nearly 
all our larger municipalities, which, I think, they are honestly 
grappling with. F'or instance, the Manchester City Council's 
new regulations prohibit the erection of more than nine houses 
in a row, whilst the back building line applies also to the end 
houses also. Existing long rows are being "converted" under 
the new regulations. "Ends" are being knocked away, together 
with a mid-house here and there, for circulation of air, whilst all 
closets are to be in future W.C.'s. May we ever be so alive 
to the blunders of the past, as not to repeat them on Australian 

soil 
I was greatly surprised to find that the "back to back" 

system of housing is still practised in some towns. Leeds and 
some of the surrounding towns being "rich" in examples of this 
method of setting out. It is very simple, half a chain of building 
and half a chain of street, repeated till all the block of land 
is utilised. The streets at one end usually come to a dead end. 
This perhaps is well, for there the vehicular traffic is almost nil, 
enabling the children to use the streets as playgrounds, with a 
minimum of danger. Some of these houses appear to be quite 
new, and the protests against the principles repeatedly made by 
sanitary expert's have passed unheeded. Most of these 
houses have only two rooms. The W.C.'s, being arranged be-
tween two rows, are reached through a common yard, with a 
street on either side. The only "merit" of the system is that it 
allows for a very large population being housed on the minimum 

of land, in separate tenements. 
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I noticed that many buildings recently erected, or being 
erectec ` were faced with "Carrara," a baked material from 
Doulton's. The colour is that of the R.V.I.A. Journal paper, 
and the face somewhat similar to a dull polished marble, readily 
washable. The blocks are somewhat larger than those used in 
terra-cotta facings. The effect is happy, and far removed from 
the garish appearance of the tiled surfaces sometimes seen in 
street frontages. It appears to be a self-cleansing material in a 
smoky atmosphere, which terra cotta decidedly is not. 	By its 
tone, light and shade appear at their best. Marble, too, is being 
largely used, but I saw little or nothing of the "veneering," com-
mon to buildings in Italy and Melbourne public houses. In Aus-
tralia we have not as yet made the best use of the vast marble 
deposits in this and other States; but a building here and there 
in Melbourne attests the value of marble both as a constructional 
and a decorative material. 

Whilst to a great extent, the main lines of the frontages of 
our buildings will be dominated by the feeling of a stone con- 
struction, whether that or another material be actually used, the 
"filling in" may be of some other material. "Brickwork" gives 
the necessary dash of colour. But I think the appearance of our 
buildings would be considerably enhanced if our bricks were 
of a softer colour, and built to course, five bricks to the foot, 
instead of four to 132 inches. Sir Aston Webb's Victoria and Al-
bert Museum, and Shakespear's Theatre at Stratford, are treated 
in this manner, with very satisfactory results. 

I must add a word about the houses built by the speculative 
builder. He reigns more supremely in England than he does in 
Victoria. His foundations are light, his brick walls thin, and 
brick-on-edge walls for inside work are by no means uncommon. 
He uses stucco very largely in his "Queen Anne" work, whilst 
he ignores ventilation altogether. He imports his doors ready 
made from America, and his windows and staircases from Nor-
way, adapting his work to standard sizes. A fence I noticed 
under erection near Bournemouth had 3in. x tin. deal posts and 
rails, and was faced with j-in. white deal linings. In better work 
"oak" fencing, with split palings, is general. Deal and pine are 
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used in the ground very largely, and, if creosoted, will last for 
many years either above or below the ground. Weatherboards 
are very seldom used. The last place one would expect to find 
them would be in the Tower of London, but a wall faced with 
them overlooks the river. 

On the Cotswold Hills, near Cheltenham, however, I saw 
two or three weatherboard villas, which might have been taken 
from some Australian town. But of our economical construc-
tion England will have none of it in many directions. I saw 
no galvanised sheet iron eaves or ridges, and but little roofing 
iron, no tiles of Marseilles pattern are even there, England pre-
ferring tiles of its own patterns, which will stand the climate, 
thick grey slates or even flags, for its roofs. "Old" tiles are 
in great demand for new work because they possess the softened 

tone age alone can give. 
Some of the buildings are askew and some are out of plumb. 

The church spire at Chesterfield has both a decided twist, and 
a lean over in any direction from which it may be seen; whilst 
the Temple Church tower in Bristol is four feet out of perpen-
dicular. Some day, Professor Goodyear will doubtless prove 
these eccentricities to be "refinements." Such they undoubtedly 
are, with a vengeance. 

A word about the streets. Curving lines are generally 
adopted in new work, and, where possible, trees are left growing 
on the footpaths. Bournemouth is notable in this direction (see 
Plate II., Illustration 2). The footpaths are often paved with 
slabs of ground clinker from the destructor or other furnace, 
mixed with cement, whilst the roads generally are either metalled 
or asphalted, and, in the North, paved • with granite setts. They 
are generally good roads, and, leaving out Melbourne city, you 
come back to Victoria disgusted with its abominable attempts 
at road-making. I walked and drove over hundreds of miles 
in all parts of England and France, and the roads in either 
country are something we need learn much about. 

Time demands that my subject be completed some other day. 
The President stated that the Paper would be discussed at 

the next general meeting on June 28th. 
On the motion of Mr. Percy Oakden (V.P.), seconded by Mr. 

Fred. S. Mackay (A.), a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
Mr. Little for his paper. 
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DRY ROT IN TIMBER. 

In reference to the leaflet on this subject which we pub-
lished in our January issue, the Council of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects desires to lay down a few principles which may 
guide Architects in minimising and possibly arresting the disease 
of dry rot in new buildings, viz.:- 

1. No timber should be used in such a position that the 
moisture in and around it cannot be readily evaporated, as, for 
example, if floors are constructed of solid concrete (with or with-
out steel) wood fillets should not be nailed underneath to receive 
the ceiling. 

2. No wood slips should be built into or on the top of concrete 
and afterwards covered with an impervious floor, and no wood 
boards should be laid direct on the concrete and afterwards cov-
ered with an airproof material, such as linoleum, oilcloth, etc. 

3. All ground under a wooden floor should be cleared of any 
vegetable or fungoid growth and covered with cement concrete 
or asphalt, and this should be left as long as possible before any 
joists or flooring are laid. 

4. No wooden pegs communicating with the earth beneath 
should be left in and through the covering over the earth. 

5. Provision should be made for the abundant introduction 
of fresh air underneath all parts of suspended ground floors 
by means of inlets, and particularly at all angles, so that cross-
currents may be induced 

6. The concrete under floors should be thoroughly cleared 
of all small pieces of wood and shavings, as it has been found 
that the spores in these pieces of wood drawing the moisture 
from the concrete, have been a means of spreading the disease. 

7. In upper floors of wooden joists if a pugging be inserted 
for sound-proofing it is suggested that this be of some dry sub-
stance, such as slag-wool, but in no case must an impervious ma-
terial be used for the ceiling beneath or the floor covering above. 

Suggestions have been made by experts and others to creo-
sote the ends of all joist's built into a wall, but this is not gen-
erally practicable, as the odour of the creosote in a residence 
would be very objectionable to many. 



ALONG THE BYE-PATHS. 

Y the death of King Edward VII. the Empire has 
suffered the loss of one who, in the short time 
he occupied the throne, amply proved his fitness for 
the position. He sustained its dignity and realised 
the wisdom of permitting the democratic tendencies 
of the age to run unimpeded. Personally, he was ex-

ceedingly popular amongst all classes and creeds of the Empire. The 
experience gained abroad stood him in good stead, and his 
desire was for peace amongst the nations. We trust that his 
mantle will fall on the new King, and that during the reign of 
George V. there may be a continuation of the best traditions 
which the throne has sustained for the last two generations. 
The Council of the R.V.I.A. has forwarded to His Excellency 
the Governor-General (Lord Dudley) the following vote of con-
dolence for transmission to His Majesty George V.:— 

"The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects expresses its 
profound sorrow on the occasion of the death of His Majesty 
King Edward VII., and its heartfelt sympathy and condolence 
with Queen Alexandra and the members of the Royal Family in 
their, and the Empire's, bereavement." 

"The Builder," commenced in December, 1842, is now 
issuing its 98th volume, and has sustained through its long 
career the highest traditions of all that is covered by the term, 
"To build, to make firm and sure and fast, to consolidate, to 
strengthen, and is applicable to all other things as well as to 
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dwelling places." Its first editor, Mr. J. A. Hansom, was a 
Gothic architect of the highest standing, but is better known to 
this generation as the inventor of the hansom cab After a few 
months in office he was succeeded by Mr. Bartholomew, who 
shortly afterwards gave place to Mr. George Godwin. His term 
of office extended to nearly forty years, and he conducted the 
paper with great ability until, in 1883, the position of editor 
was undertaken by Mr H. H. Statham. The 18 years' work 
which Mr. Statham put into the editorial portion fully m'in-
tained the high standard of Mr. Godwin. The new editor, Mr. 
H. V. Lanchester, F.R.I.B.A., is one of the newer generation 
of architects. He has been remarkably successful in his com-
petitive work, and his latest effort, the Wesleyan Memorial Hall 
opposite Westminster Abbey, will, we believe, considerably en-
hance his reputation. He has also taken great interest in the 
various problems of the day affecting architecture, building and 
the allied arts. We do not remember coming across his name 
in the world of literature, but rest assured that every care has 
been exercised by "The Builder" to secure for its editor a man 
of many parts. The literary faculty counts for much, but it is 
by no means the only requisite for the conduct of a journal deal-
ing with the ever-widening subject of building. An editor who 
is merely a man of letters would soon wreck a journal dealing 
with the arts. The editor's essential qualifications should in-
clude a capacity for grappling with the problems of the hour, 
and, if he has the gift of literary expression, so much the better. 
We hope that the anticipations of the proprietary will be rea-
lised, and that "The Builder" will maintain its high reputation 
in the future. 

Mr. Peter Kerr, F.R.I.B.A., and hon. fellow of the 
R.V.I.A., attained his 90th birthday on April 21st. At the meet-
ing of the R.V.I.A. on April 26th, after the business had been 
transacted, the health of Mr. Kerr was proposed with musical 
honours. In his response, the father of Victorian architecture 
dealt with architecture under modern conditions, the facilities for 
study offered to the young men, and their consequent' respon-
sibilities. The older men had had their day, and the future 

[was 
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was the heritage of the young. He regretted that, through the 
colder evenings of the winter, he would not be able to attend 
the evening meetings of the Institute, but, if not present, the 
members and the meeting would have a warm place in his 
heart 	Mr Kerr was listened to with rapt attention, and his 
remarks and good wishes were warmly applauded. 

The Slums of Melbourne" is a subject to which public 
attention has again been called. The term may refer to the 
dilapidated buildings in certain quarters of the city, to the 
human wreckage which finds a temporary lodgment in these 
shanties, or to both in combination. In this journal we may only 
deal with the dilapidated buildings, and, when the question is 
raised, "How is it that in a city not 70 years old, there are 
`slums?' 	reply that, in early days the cost of building was 
very heavy, and the houses for the poor were built as small and 
as cheaply as possible, for a population which had to live near 
its work, as there were then no travelling facilities. The ancient 
building regulations, which are still operative, must have been 
administered with a laxity unknown in modern days. The result 
is that in the smaller streets, and especially in the adjacent lanes, 
there are yet hundreds of houses which ought to be pulled down. 
When the city was sewered, many of these tenements which 
were not worth "connecting," were demolished, but since then 
the demolitions have been but few. 	Professional visits have 
familiarised us with these slum districts. In one row of houses 
from which all the "insides" were removed to form a factory, 
there was just over 6 feet width from the front of the living room 
fireplace to the staircase of each house. On some other pro-
perty we recently found that the two Chinamen living there had 
actually broken a hole through the brick wall of their upstairs 
bedroom, to admit more air; before this is likely to be done by 
Chinamen, the air must be very bad indeed. The filthiness of 
slum property, too, we maintain, must be a serious menace in 
case of the outbreak of disease. We are confident that unless the 
authorities can move in the direction of demolition, the owners, 
recognising that their property is but short lived, will not go to 
the cost of re-instatement. They will just "draw the rents" 
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until the property falls to pieces, and its woodwork is taken by 
the "neighbours" for firewood. The municipality need incur no 
expense in solving the housing problem involved in demolition, 
because private enterprise is sufficient to meet any emergency in 
that direction for many years yet to come. 

"The School of Architecture."—Pennsylvania, U.S.A., has 
now the largest body of students in America and probably in 
the world, outside of Paris, assembled for the study of architec-
ture, and it is her confident belief, supported by widespread 
testimony among architects not of the University family, that her 
training in architecture is the best now within reach of Ameri-
can youth. That this could have become true within the twenty 
years since the school was established may be due to several 
causes, but it indicates clearly that the work was opened in a 
favouring time and place. For architecture was then rapidly 
passing, in America, from obscurity to recognition among the 
learned callings, and "Pennsylvania," founder of the earliest 
and mother of a brood of famous professional schools, had en-
tered on the full tide of her present remarkable growth. The 
seat of the University was rich in flavouring influence, Philadel-
phia being the most distinctively American of the great cities 
with an art tradition, enduring since colonial days, whose archi-
tectural phases form a national treasure. Added to this were a 
local professional body under the leadership of men of talent 
who loved their art, and a field of building operations of infinite 
extent and variety. Conditions were thus ripe for the founding 
and upbuilding of a great school of architecture, and these condi-
tions not only created the initial impulse but inspired the teach-
ing staff with that' enthusiasm which has been the mainspring of 
success in the career of the department. Beginning its work 
with few students and scanty equipment, the school has grown 
without the aid of endowment', maintaining a high and con-
stantly advancing standard of instruction and justifying its ex-
istence by its work. In its twentieth year it stands at the thresh-
hold of great opportunity for service to American architecture. 
That profession is calling in emphatic voice for the best equip-
ment for its members; a training broader and richer than that 

[which 



which its schools now offer. Pennsylvania is now in position to 
meet that demand. Her professional training stands at the 
highest level of efficiency ; her remarkable vigour of growth 
continues unabated. Her present quarters, expanded to the ut-
most capacity of overcrowded university buildings, are so filled 
as to create imperative need of a new building. 

An Endeavour to get "Something for Nothing" was ex-

posed in the Melbourne County Court the other day, before Judge 
Box and a jury, in Gibbins and Son v. Doughty. 	For 

about fifteen months defendant had requested plain-
tiffs to furnish him with sketches and working draw- 
ings and specifications for a £2,000 store. Three dif- 
ferent proposals had been prepared. As the work, however, 
after many delays, was not likely to go on, the account was sent 
in for 14 per cent. for preparation of the two later sketch pro- 
posals which were abandoned, and 22 per cent. for the first sketch 
and working drawings and specification, a total claim of £,121. 
The defence was that the plans were not of the "required kind" 
(whatever that may mean), and that the building would have 
cost more than the stipulated sum. Also, a difficulty in securing 
a loan had arisen. The jury returned a verdict for plaintiffs 
for £50 and costs. This represents 2i per cent. on the £2,000 
proposal for working drawings and specification, the prepara-
tion of mere sketches not being considered of much, if any, im-
portance by the jury. 

In "Annear v. Inskip," which, curiously enough, was the 
next case mentioned in court, both plaintiff and defendant are 
architects. It appears that a year ago Messrs. Brooks, Robin-
son and Co. invited several architects to submit competitive 
designs for a new warehouse, defendant being among the num-
ber. Defendant arranged that plaintiff should-prepare the draw- 
ings on the condition that he (plaintiff) "was to get one-fourth 
of any prize or reward." Plaintiff prepared the drawings and 
handed them over to defendant, "who sent them in, in his own 
name," and they were awarded first prize. The plaintiff claimed 
£720, being one quarter of the total commission payable upon 
the estimated cost of the building, and an injunction preventing 
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defendant from using the plans, or in the alternative, the re-
turn of the plans was desired. Several counterclaims were also 
made. Counsel announced that the action—which incidentally 
appeared a few weeks ago in the Full Court—had been settled 
by agreement, but the terms were not made public. Two aspects 
of this case strike us forcibly. The first is, that both parties 
should not know what was meant by the terms of the bargain. 
It seems incredible that there should be a misunderstanding 
on this point and that the Courts should be asked to interpret 
the terms. The second aspect raises the question of ethics. "Is 
architecture an art?" has often been asked, but not iften satis-
factorily answered. By the light thrown on this case we should 
answer the question with an emphatic "No." That one archi-
tect with any reputation to maintain should submit drawings 
in his own name, which he had never prepared, and that the 
other should "act the ghost," suggests a condition of affairs 
which, thanks to the "settlement" effected, was not permitted 
to be exposed in the Courts. Architecture, as interpreted by this 
case, is not even a profession, but is merely the trade of 
buying a design as cheaply as possible, and sending it in in your 
own name in order to get as much as possible out of the tran-
saction. In this connection the less said about "Art," or any 
other noble thing, the better. The one satisfaction to us is 
that neither of the parties is connected with the R.V.I.A. 

The Arts and Crafts Society of Victoria intends holding an 
Exhibition of Designs and Photographs in its rooms, 527 
Collins Street, Melbourne, from 1st to 6th August. The compe-
titions are open to all members of the Society and to all stu-
dents in the Technical Art Schools throughout Victoria. Non-
members may also compete on payment of 10s. 6d. each if 
their exhibits are accepted. Nineteen guinea prizes are offered 
for studies and designs in art work and art work generally ; 
while £3 3s. is offered for a design for the forthcoming general 
exhibition poster. 

As the Society now occupies spacious rooms in Collins 
Street, it is believed that its exhibitions will provoke a spirit 
of emulation in the art world. At past exhibitions an interest-

ring 
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ing feature has been the demonstrations of various crafts, and 
this feature is capable of development and expansion in future 
exhibitions. A hand-weaving class formed by Miss Gether 
and an enamelling class by Miss Courtney are both very suc- 
cessful. We notice that attention is given to designs based 
upon Australian flora and fauna. May we therefore expect that 
something distinctively Australian in art may be evolved. 

The Institute of Architects of W.A. has recently held its 
17th annual meeting. From the report we learn that there are 
33 members. Statutory qualification had received attention, a 
quarterly meeting being set apart for the purpose, when many 
bills an•d reports in support of the proposal were laid on the 
table. A special committee was appointed to draft a local Bill 
on the lines of that of New South Wales. Several visits of 
inspection had been paid to works in progress. The year had 
closed with a good credit balance, and Mr. W. A. Nelson's 
services as hon. secretary had been greatly appreciated. 	In 

conclusion it was hoped "that the Institute would always have 
an elevating influence in promoting the welfare of the pro- 

fession, and continue to encourage and advance the study and 
practice of the noble art of architecture." At the subsequent 
election Mr. J. Talbot Hobbs was called to the presidency, and 
Messrs. G. T. Poole and P .W. Harrison to the vice-presidency. 
whilst Mr. W. A. Nelson was re-appointed hon. secretary. 

At the next meeting of the R.V.I.A., on Tuesday, June 
28th, Mr. Sydney H. Wilson (F.) will give a paper on "New 
York's Tallest Building," illustrated by limelight views, imme-
diately after the discussion on Mr. J. Little's paper on "Notes 
on a Trip io England," read at the last meeting and published 
in this issue. 

Mr. G. Vincent's Lecture, "Warming and Ventilation of 

Buildings," given before the V.A. Students' Society, will be 
continued with limelight views on Tuesday, 14th June. Members 
of the R.V.I.A. will accept this as an invitation to be present. 

The Death of Mr. Thomas Salter Watts on the 25th May, at 
the age of 58, removes one of the earlier members of the 

R.V.I.A., who practised architecture in Victoria in the then firm 



of Messrs. Thomas Watts and Sons. Some years ago, on account 
of failing health, he retired from active practice, and lived in 
comparative retirement till his death. He was the eldest son 
of Mr. Thomas Watts, who some years ago was President of 
the Institute, and who is now enjoying a well-earned nest, after 
a long and honourable professional career. 

The President of the Institute and Mrs. Anketell Henderson 
on May 28 last, lost their youngest son, Andrew Anketel 
Henderson, who died of typhoid in Wangaratta.Mr. Henderson, 
who was only 24 years of age, possessed the degree of Master of 
Science of the Melbourne University, and was also an exhibitioner 
and scholar. He was one of the youngest—if not the youngest—
to obtain the Master of Science degree. We tender to the family 
our heartfelt sympathy in their bereavement. 

[Reviews 



REVIEWS OF NEW 
 BOOKS. 

IVES OF THE BRITISH ARCHITECTS, by E. 
Beresford Chancellor (Duckworth and Co., 1909), 
is an attempt to give a more or less concise ac- 
count of the lives of the British architects from 
the days of William of Wykeham to those of 
Sir William Chambers. It is urged that, although 
some of the better known names have been uealt 

with by various authors in the past, the only book that has 
something to say about most of those treated in these pages 
is Mr. Reginald Blomfield's authoritative work on the Renais-
sance Architecture in England. But, as that book is concerned 
mainly with architecture, the lives are there dealt with in a 
more or less cursory way. A review of the chapter on Wyke-
ham and Thorpe leads us to the conclusion that the only thing 
we are certain about is uncertainty. 	It is not the author's 
fault, for the materials at his disposal are so scanty that he 
wisely refrains from confusing probability with fact. 	Wyke- 

ham's work at Oxford, Winchester and Windsor is reviewed, 
and the names of his helpers, where possible, are stated. Of 
Thorpe, we still don't know whether there was one of the 
name or two, father and son, and although many of Thorpe's 
drawings remained, the notes written on them only make the 
problem of identification more confusing. For instance, con-
cerning Longleat, "although it cannot be said positively to be the 
work of Thorpe, on the other hand it cannot be proved not to 
be." Again, on one of the Thorpe drawings is an inscription, 
"Sir Walter Coap at Kensington, perfected by me, J.T." Now 

is it the house or the drawing which "J.T." perfected? When 
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the author comes to the later architects he treads on safer 
ground, and the chapters on Inigo Jones, Wren, and the archi-
tects of the Renaissance form delightful and instructive reading. 
The student, taking up this work for recreative reading, will 
receive much light upon his more serious study of architecture, 
and we heartily commend the work to all architects, both young 
and old. 

YEAR BOOK OF DECORATIVE ART, The Studio, 1910, 
issued upon the lines of previous years, forms a review of the 
latest developments in the artistic construction, decoration and fur-
nishing of the house. As usual, it is beautifully illustrated, and 
comprises work in Great Britain mainly, Germany, Austria and 
Hungary occupying the latter portion. The portion referring to 
Great Britain contains a chapter on English Domestic Archi-
tecture, followed by designs of country houses, furniture, fire-
places, wall and ceiling decoration, stained glass, fabrics, pot-
tery, metal work, mosaics, leather work, and wood carving. The 
illustrations of the foreign portion are somewhat mixed; many 
are of a type with which we have little in common. 

R.I.B.A. JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS, VOL. XVI., 
third series. 	Third Quarterly Part, comprising Nos. 9 to 16 
(second notice). 

British Sculpture of To-day, by Marion H. Spielman, 
F.S.A. This is a well illustrated paper on an interesting sub-
ject, rendered more valuable because it concerns British sculp-
ture exclusively. Strange to state, British sculpture is quite a 
modern subject. Although the work of Flaxman and other 
sculptors of the eighteenth century is seen in many churches in 
England, yet, since then until to-day, sculpture seems, in com-
mon with the arts, to have fallen upon evil days. The bulk of 
the monuments erected at Westminster Abbey, for instance, 
during the eighteenth century and the greater portions of the 
last century bear eloquent testimony to the depraved taste of 
the period. When the tablets of those days in various parts 
of the country inform us that the deceased was "elegant in 
person," and "accomplished in manners," we feel sorry that 

[the 
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the "taxed marble" was not taxed sufficiently to prevent its 
use altogether. The sculpture of still earlier days, although 
finely executed, does not "touch" the present day. The lord and 
his lady laid side by side in marble in maudlin manner, in a 
far too pious attitude to be real on the one hand or ideal on the 
other, expresses a sentiment which does not appeal to our age. 
If British sculpture were to live, a new modern school had to be 
founded. When Nelson was "mast headed" on the prodigious 
column in Trafalgar Square, out of recognition and almost out 
of sight; when the "Duke of York" was impaled on another 
great pillar with a lightning conductor through his brain, 
which conductor, it was said, would be very useful on which to 
file his unpaid bills—then, surely, arose the opportunity for a 
man of genius to "educate" public taste amongst all classes. 
It was no use asking in England at least for the Government 
to appoint, as in France, a Minister of Fine Arts. 	English 

Ministers of both parties have seldom had for art, anything but 
sneers. Education, therefore, had to be obtained through other 
than Government or civic channels. It is not for us in Victoria 
to throw stones, however, for have we not the plaster figures 

in the Fitzroy and Treasury Gardens, and the Victoria Memorial 
on the Yarra Bank? Of good work even, we have not half-a-
dozen pieces in the whole of Melbourne. Alfred Stevens was 
the man who undertook the Herculean task of shewing the 
British nation the better path, and his "Wellington," in St. 
Paul's, brought him to the front. The proposed equestrian 
statue has not yet surmounted the monument, and Stevens 
thought it never would. Mr. Belcher, however, has recently 
reported that the structure has insufficient strength to bear the 
added weight of the Duke mounted on his curvetting cab horse, 
as this "completion" appears to be. We have carefully corn-
pared the monument with the perspective drawing exhibited 
close by, and find that the monument has been made considerably 
higher than is shewn on the sketch, consequently the whole—
having to be fitted under one of the nave arches—the "fiery 
steed" of the perspective sketch, with erect head and flowing 
tail, is, if the scheme be, completed, to give place to the "cab 
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horse," with downcast mien, in order to avoid contact with the 
soffit of the arch. If the Duke can be induced to surmount, he 
will appear to be carrying the keystone of the arch. 	Our 
opinion is that it is far better to leave the monument alone, 
as Stevens intended, and to omit the "wrestling" figures on the 
top. Succeeding British sculptors' work is next reviewed, and 
a procession of eminent men passes before us—Woolner, Foley, 
Armstead, Lawson, Brock, Lawes-Witteronge (better known as 
Lawes), Thornycroft, Havard Thomas, Onslow Ford, Leighton, 
Swan, Dixon, Gilbert, Bates, Frampton, Drury, Pomeroy, 
Toft, Lanteri, Goscombe, John, Bertram Mackennal, Fehr, 
Colton, David McGill, Macgillivray, Derwent Wood, Hodge, 
Garbe, and, last but not least, George F. Watts, who in his 
87th year was working • upon one of the masterpieces of his 
life—"Tennyson," set up in Lincoln. These men constitute a 
school which it would be hard to equal in any country in the 
world. As the article concludes, we quote its words :— "As our 
sculptors have for their materials the marble and the bronze, 
which last to eternity, which cry out therefore for a worthy 
treatment of this noble destiny, this mundate immortality they 
must aim at raising the spirit and sentiment of their art, and 
our appreciation of it, iŸ the British School of Sculpture 
is to justify its promise of to-day." 

Professional Practice and Charges in the United States. 
The revised scale of charges of the American Institute of 
Architects is published. The minimum rate of commission was 
unanimously increased from 5 per cent. to 6 per cent., owing 
to the greatly increased cost of production, office expenses, and 
draughtmen's salaries., which latter had nearly doubled during 
the last forty years. The responsibility of the architect had been 
enormously increased by the requirements of the modern struc-
ture, with its engineering, mechanical, and electrical equipment. 
From the schedule, we find that of the 6 per cent. one-fifth 
is due upon completion of the preliminary studies ; upon com-
pletion of specifications and general working drawings (exclu-
sive of details), two-fifths additional; the remainder being due 
from time to time in proportion to the amount of service ren- 
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dered. Further, we find that "drawings and specifications, as 

instruments of service, are the property of the architect." The 
latter clause, it will be noticed, is in accordance with the 
schedule of the R.V.I.A., and in practice should prevent in 
America, as in Victoria, a repetition of the trouble concerning 
possession, which now and again occurs in England. Curiously 
enough, when the Victorian Institute of Architects was formed 
in 1856, a suggestion book was laid on the table for the benefit 
of members. The first question asked in the book is one con-
k erning the ownership of drawings, whether the architect 
should retain them, or could he be compelled to hand them 
over to the proprietor on demand? 

The Architectural Work of the London County Council, by 
W. E. Riley, F.R.I.B.A., M.LC.E. This paper by the archi-
tect of the L.C.C., deals only with the following works of the 
Council :—(1) Housing of the working classes; (2) electricity 
buildings; (3) special educational establishments; (4) fire brigade 
stations ; and more briefly, (5) street improvements, including 
the architectural treatment of building schemes connected 
therewith and (6) bridges, etc. 	(1)—After describing the 

various Acts under which 36,400 people have been re-housed, 
plans and descriptions of some of the more important blocks 
are given, shewing "self-contained" and "associated" tene-
ments, the former class having its own independent scullery and 
W.C., and, except where a common laundry is provided, its 
own washing arrangements ; whilst in the latter class each 
tenement shares with other tenements the sculleries for prepar- 

ing food, sinks, W.C.'s, and wash houses. 	The "self-con- 

tained" plan has latterly been invariably adopted. In addition 
to city "blocks," there are descriptions of "cottage" schemes, 
with gardens wherever possible. The "cottages" (two stories in 
height) are thus made attractive with a wealth of foliage. This 
arrangement of gardens is suitable for the districts in and 
around London, as the smoke nuisance, characteristic of North 
of England manufacturing towns, affects London to no appre- 
ciable extent. In the plans we notice that deep external back 
projections, causing insanitary pockets, and preventing free 
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circulation of air currents along the backs of terraces of houses, 
are carefully avoided. "Block" dwellings, including profes-
sional and incidental charges, erected during the last five years, 
work out at an average of £86 per room, or 9.8d. per cubic foot. 
The cost of "cottages" varies considerably, according to dis-
trict, one block working out at 6.14d. and another at 4.97d. 
(2)—The electricity generating buildings at Greenwich, supply-
ing current to the tramway system, are illustrated and de-
scribed. The cube of these gigantic buildings is 9,670,000 feet. 
One of the 22 sub-stations is also shown. The earlier type of 
these sub-stations was built with a basement, in which the 
high-tension switch gear was placed. 	In the newer type, 
however, there is no basement, the gear being placed on a 
gallery above the switchboard platform; otherwise the arrange-
ment of plan is the same. (3)—Amongst the educational insti-
tutions, the Central School of Arts and Crafts and the London 
Day Training College in Southampton Row, occupies the fore-
most place. The school portion of the building (intended for 
day and evening teaching) has five floors and basement; whilst 
the college (for training teachers who are receiving their 
academic education in the University of London, at King's,. 
Bedford, and other colleges) has seven stories, including the 
basement and entresols. Some of the rooms are common to 
School and College. The accommodation on each floor is 
stated, and the cost of the buildings, exclusive of equipment, is 
estimated at £115,000. 	(4)—Fire Brigade Stations.—The 
system of working is described, and the Cannon Street and 
Kensington stations and the Vauxhall sub-station are illus- 
trated by plans and photographs of the elevations. 	(5)—Con- 
cerning "improvements," that known as the "Holborn and 
Strand" was first mooted in 1836, and particulars of the subse-
quent proposals are detailed. One of the principal causes of 
delay, it appears, was the retention or removal of the Church 
of St. Mary-le-Strand. We agree with Mr. Riley that the 
church "forms a highly picturesque object in all views of the 
Strand, and that its removal would have deprived that part of 
London of one of its most picturesque and interesting features," 
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and are glad that the building has not been disturbed. 	It is 

a matter of interest to the R. V. I. A. to learn that the L.C.C. 
preserves a suitable record of every architectural and historical 
building demolished in connection with an improvement scheme. 
The building is carefully surveyed, and, if desirable, suitable 
photographs are taken. When any valuable detail, either in 
wood, stone, or iron, is found, a measured drawing is pre-
pared. This has been the practice for some years, with the re-
sult that an interesting collection of many hundreds of drawings 
and photographs has been formed, of great value in illustrating 
for future generations a phase of old London which is rapidly 
disappearing. £11,000,000 has been expended on street im- 
provements since 1889 (excluding bridges). This can only be 
regarded as the cost of patching up mistakes and remedying 
deficiencies which should never have arisen had any attempt 
been made originally to lay out London on a definite plan. Even 
.with regard to the congested street traffic, it was doubtful 
whether anything was being done to prevent a recurrence of 
the evil. (6)—Bridges. Regarding Vauxhall Bridge, a distinct 
step forward was taken when the aesthetic treatment was made 
a matter of collaboration between engineer and architect. The 
sculptor's work on the bridge, consisting of the figures and the 
panels, reflected the greatest credit on Mr. A. Drury, A.R.A., 
and Mr. F. W. Pomeroy, A.R.A. 

Smoke Abatement, by Sir W. B. Richmond, is an epitome 
of the work done by the Coal Smoke Abatement Society in its 
endeavours to rid London of the nuisance. If the word "black" 
were eliminated from the clauses in the Public Health Act, he 
thinks the path of the reformer would be easier. 	He deals 

with the effects of smoke upon works of art, including build-
ings, and upon the health of the community, and urges the con- 

sumption of smokeless fuel. 	In the discussion it was stated 

—and rightly, too—that far more smoke was caused by the 
chimneys of small houses when the mid-day dinner was being 
cooked, than by all the factories. He advocated the use of gas 
stoves for cooking and gas fires for heating. Prosecutions had 
been productive of good. The London Central Railway had been 
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heavily fined for emitting smoke from its trains, which, it 
pleaded in vain, it could not avoid, with the result that with 
better smoke prevention apparatus, and although additional 
trains were run, the consumption of coal had gone down from 
1,100 tons per week to 600. As regards the smoke nuisance, 
London is by no means the worst offender, the large, and small 
too for that matter, manufacturing towns of the North, in the 
magnitude of the nuisance, beating London hollow. 	In the 
North, the small house chimney causes most of the trouble, and 
the air close around the visitor is a dark blue black, with a 
sickening odour, imparting a depressing influence. 	Yet, to be 
candid, the people like the smoke, and express the opinion that 
"more smoke—more trade," and they prefer the smoke to 
"hard times." We deal, however, with this question in another 
part of this issue. 

The Temples of Paestum, by Frederick R. Hiorns (A.), is 
a theme with which the author is familiar. They are situated 
60 miles from Naples in a southern direction, passing by Pom-
peii and Salerno, and are under the charge of the Italian 
Government. In the Temple of Neptune at Paestum, there is 
probably one of the earliest specimens of Greek architecture 
extant, representing the beginnings of that Doric order which 
eventually reached its culmination and perfection in the Par-
thenon at Athens. This temple, with the two others, possibly 
form one of the most interesting and impressive groups of 
Grecian architecture in existence. The history since 500 B.C. 
is given, and plans to scale are drawn and photographs of the 
buildings, which are undoubtedly well preserved. As Joseph 
Forsyth had said, "Taking into view their immemorial anti- 
quity, their astounding preservation, their grandeur, their bold 
columnar elevation at once massive and open, their severe sim-
plicity of line, that simplicity in which art generally begins, 
and to which after a thousand revolutions of ornament, it again 
returns—taking, I say, all into one view, I do not' hesitate 
to call these the most impressive monuments that I ever beheld 
on earth." 

Excavation at Corstopitum, Northumberland, by W. FI. 
Knowles (F.), is a paper describing the results of the excava- 
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tions made during 1907-8 on the Roman site upon the banks of 
the Tyne. This site, it is said, "must take first rank," and is 

"likely to prove one of the most interesting, if not most impor-
tant sites in Roman Britain." The outline of the town encloses 
an area of about 25 acres, approached from the south by a 
bridge across the Tyne, about 462 feet in length. The buildings 
so far opened up comprise a house about 150 feet long by 70 . 

feet wide; east and west granaries, each about 100 feet by 30 
feet, and a foundation, 19 feet by 13 feet 6 inches, with trough 
about 15 feet by 6 feet by 2 feet in depth. The next and last 
building of exceptional size being 221 feet long, with a width not 
yet ascertained, is a structure which seems to be that of 

a forum, market place, or large stores, with a number of com-
partments ranged about a quadrangle. In addition, a number 
of inscribed panels, sculpture, Samian ware, 48 gold pieces 
(being the largest hoard, save that of Cleeve, near Chelten-
ham, discovered in Britain), and three hoards of bronze coins. 
An interesting description is given of the Roman road (Wat-
ling Street) which passed through the settlement, together 
with sections of the three roadways, the later roads being formed 
upon the original road surface. The city appears to have been 
burnt down in A.D. 340, and finally abandoned about A.D. 385. 
The article is well illustrated. and adds a chapter to our know-
ledge of the Roman occupation of Britain. 

Artistic Copyright as Affecting Architects treats of the reso-
lutions of the Convention at Berne, and gives the statements 
prepared for the committee of the House of Commons by Messrs. 
John Simpson and John Belcher, representing the R.I.B.A., 
stating the reasons for according to architectural work similar 
protection to that given to sculpture, expressing the desire of 
architects in all countries of the Union for legal protection, 
pointing out the need for such protection in Great Britain, and 
giving instances of injury arising through its absence, together 
with the means for giving such protection, and the practicability 
of effective protection to architectural work, and instancing its 
effect in protected countries, together with various appendices, 
all deal with a subject which requires very careful handling. 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
STUDENTS' SOCIETY OF 
THE R.V.I.A. 

HE Second General Meeting for the session was 
held at the Institute Rooms on April 12, the 
President, Mr. L. Finning, being in the chair 
before a large audience. Mr. Rodney H. Alsop, 
A. R. V.I.A., gave a paper on the evolution of the 
"Elizabethan House." He traced the growth of 
construction and design from the time of the 

cave dwellers to that of the historical and romantic Dorothy 
Vernon of Haddon Hall, illustrating his remarks by lightning 
sketches of various forms of habitation and their inmates, 
combining instruction and amusement. A vote of thanks to 
Mr. Alsop, moved by Mr Woods and seconded by Mr. Scott was 
carried by acclamation. 

Competitive designs for the journal cover were exhibited, 
having been judged by Messrs. Bernard Hall, Rodney H. Alsop 
and W. Montgomery. The two latter being present by invitation, 
criticised the designs, and congratulated the students on the 
experience of most of them. The first prize was awarded to 
Mr. G. B. Carr, and second to Mr. Gordon Murphy. 

The following were elected as members : —R. B. Courtney, 
E. Parks, Irwin, Montane, C. R. Thienayer, W. Drummond, 
F. H. Davidson, and Stan Jenkins. 

[The 



The credit balance for 1909 was £4 7s. 7d. 
On the 10th May, an instructive lecture on Steam Heating 

and Ventilation by Mr. Geo. Vincent was given, about a hundred 
being present, including members of the R.V.I.A., the V.I. 
of Engineers, the Government Architects and the Electrical 
Engineers. Three radiators in the room were connected with 
steam from an adjacent building. The lecture was illustrated 
by lantern slides. Mr.. Anketell Henderson (President R.V.I.A.) 
moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Vincent, which was seconded by 
Mr. W. Brodie and carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Vincent, in responding, said he was sorry he could not 
complete his lecture in one night, but would conclude it on 
June 14. 

Messrs. Smith, Elliott and Bradbury were elected to 
membership. 

The second seal competition has been won by Mr. Hugh L. 
Peck, whose design, with that of Mr. B. C.Woods (the winner of 
the first competition), is to be re-drawn and referred to the judges 
for final selection. 

The Architectural Students' Annual now to hand, contains 
96 pages, 55 being reading matter from Messrs. A. Henderson, 
F. R. V.I. A., W. Campbell, F. R. V.I. A., R. H. Alsop, A. R. V. I. A., 
H. Schuchard, L. Finning, G. B. Carr, G. Keesing, Hugh L. 
Peck and the Editor, together with a page of competitions. 
Copies are obtainable from the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Carr, and 
the Business Manager, Mr. Hugh L. Peck. 

~~   	 B. COURDERY WOODS. 
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