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GENERAL MEETING. 
The fourth ordinary general meeting of members for the 

session was held at the Institute Rooms, 57-59  Swanston street, 
on Tuesday evening, October 26th, at 8 o'clock. 

The President (Mr. E. A. Bates) occupied the chair, and 
there was a large attendance of members. 

Minutes. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and con-

firmed. 

1Reports ana 3ournats lReceiveb from 1ktnbreb 
institutes, with Ebanks. 

R.I.B.A.—Kalendar 1909-1o; Journal, Vol. XVI., Third 
Quarterly Part, Nos. 11 to 15. 

Architectural Association—Journal, Sept., 1909. 
Manchester Society of Architects.—Kalendar of the, 1909-1o. 
Sheffield Society of Architects and Surveyors.-22nd Annual 

Report, 1909-10. 
Societe Centrale d' Architecture de Belgique (Bulletin Men-

suel)—August-September, 1909. 
[Wochenschrift 
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Wochenschrif t des Architeckten—Vereins zu Berlin (weekly) 
—January 1st-April 24th, 1909. 

Societa Delgi Ingegneri e Delgi Architetti Italiani—Annali, 
Anno XXIV. Nos. 16-20. 

Arquitectura—Organo de la Sociedad Central de Arquitectos 
Buenos Aires---June-July, 1909. 

Architettura Italiana—Sept.-Oct., 1909. 

*nomination. 
Mr. John Beebe, of Bendigo, was nominated as an Associate. 

E'eatb of 'filbert jpurcbas, (C. E.) 
The President notified the death of Mr. Albert Purchas, one 

of the founders of the Institute, who many years ago filled 
the Presidential chair. In addition to practising as an architect 
and civil engineer, Mr. Purchas had attained the rank of Major 
in the military forces of the old colonial days. Owing to advanc-
ing years, he had attended few of the Institute meetings in re-
cent years, and had lately tendered his resignation of mem-
bership on account of the state of his health. On the direction 
of the President, a letter of sympathy was forwarded to Mrs. 
Purchas and family. 



THE STATUTORY QUALIFICATION 
AND REGISTRATION OF ARCHI-
TECTS. 

The President in an address, stated that the Council of the 
Institute for some time past had considered this matter, with a 
view to proceeding on somewhat similar lines to those followed 
by other Institutes. There had been a considerable amount of 
correspondence between the Institute and the principal Institutes 
throughout the world, and a large amount of valuable informal-
tion had been embodied in the literature of the subject. He per-
sonally had found very much interest in perusing this literature. 
He had made a selection from the Proceedings of two Institutes 
which had considered the subject from different standpoints. With 
the view of placing the information before members he purposed 
reading certain extracts which were laid before these Institutes, 
giving the conclusions they had arrived at. The first paper 
was read by Mr. Geo. A. Roberts, of the Institute of Architects 
of New South Wales, before that body, and afterwards published 
by the Institute of the sister State. It also appeared in the 
journal of the Society of Architects of London (March, 1908 
issue). 

In his paper Mr. Roberts pointed out the necessity of statu-
tory qualification and registration being combined, thereby en-
suring a standard of efficiency together with a control over the 

[professional 
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professional practice. At the same time the public was enabled to 
distinguish between the qualified and the unqualified practitioner. 

With Statutory Qualification and Registration combined, a 
standard of - efficiency is ensured, and a control obtained over pro-
fessional practice which, while it enables the public to dis-
tinguish between the qualified and unqualified, is a protection to 
both from the dishonest, reckless, and incompetent. 

Statutory Qualification and Registration may be divided into 
two classes, viz. ;- 

(1) Associate System. (2) Board System. 
The Associate System, whereby the control is in the hands of 

an Association or Institute, does not commend itself to me, as it 
seems to savour too much of the "Glorified Trades Union." 

With the Board System, all architects must be up to a certain 
standard, both as to ability and actions, and while the Institute 
could be kept select, the two bodies, though acting independently, 
could be of mutual support and assistance, and both help to-
wards the advancement of the profession. 

The question of Vested Rights must be accepted from the 
start. 

It simply means that every architect who is actually in prac-
tice at the time must be permitted to continue ; otherwise, there is 
no hope of getting a bill through Parliament. 

The full benefit would be felt in ten to twenty years' time, when 
the incompetent would have dropped out of practice, experience 
shown the advantages, and prejudice disappeared. 

For the present it means that every man practising architecture 
shall be duly enrolled in an Official Register under an Act of 
Parliament, and be duly responsible for his professional actions, 
and that no one be allowed to practice until he is duly enrolled. 

In the future it means that no one will be allowed to practice 
architecture until he is duly qualified, and has been found to be 
so by undergoing a qualifying examination. 

It is a matter of surprise that this obvious benefit should not 
have been secured to the profession long ago, seeing the advant-
age a qualifying examination has been to the learned professions 
of Law and Medicine. 

The R.I.B.A. has devoted a considerable amount of time and 
trouble in trying to draft a Registration Bill which will meet with 
the general approval, as strongly conflicting views would make 
it difficult to obtain Parliamentary sanction to any proposed 
measure. 

In the Australian States, the feeling generally is that we 
should have Statutory Qualification and Registration on the Board 
System : although at the same time it is proposed that the ma-
jority of the members of the Board should be nominated by the 
Institutes. 
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In Victoria a Bill was prepared in 1890-2 by a representative 
committee, submitted to the Legislative Council, and talked out. 
The only fault of the Bill was that it was fifteen or twenty years 
too early. We recognise that now the time is more favourable, 
and the R.V.LA. is about to reconsider the submission of Regis-
tration to Parliament. We think it wise to drop the word "Reg-
istration," and to adopt the term "Statutory Qualification." The 
word " registration " suggests to the public that we want to make 
architecture a close profession, whilst "Statutory Qualification" 
seems to suggest that only qualified men will be allowed to prac-
tice. To us, both terms mean the same thing, but apparently the 
"man in the street" does not think so. 

In South Australia, as long ago as 1887, a bill was drafted 
to regulate the qualifications of practitioners in architecture, but 
owing to the hostile reception it met with from some of the 
leading politicians, who considered the Institute had acted from 
selfish motives, it was lost. 

This you will see is Statutory Qualification and Registration 
combined under the Board System. 

The Western Australian: Institute of Architects has earnestly 
moved in the direction of obtaining Statutory Qualification and 
Registration for architects. 

In 1897 a bill was drafted and introduced by a private mem-
ber, set down for reading, but the Government being unfavour-
able, and in view of a contemporary movement to form an Aus-
tralian Federation of Architects, it was withdrawn. 

"The cause of failure here is traceable partly to public in-
difference and partly to the presence among those practising as 
architects, of a large number of unqualified men who, arriving in 
this State, find no restriction, and write themselves as architects. 
These men take no interest in the advancement of the profes-
sion, and imagine that the Institute is self-seeking. 

"Tasmanian architects were unanimously of opinion that all 
practitioners should have some Statutory Qualification." 

New South Wales has talked about the subject for a quarter 
of a century, but I can find nothing done. 

I am sure that with the present strength of the Institute we 
are in a position to obtain our end long before Great Britain. 

By closing the door in this way to the incompetent, and con-
trolling the professional practice, we would raise the standard 
of the profession, and obtain the confidence of the public. 

When, we are all bonded together under an Act of Parliament, 
with one common interest, and that the profession, we shall find 
that bond to be a bond of union and of friendship. 

The President then laid before the meeting the report of the 
committee appointed by the American Institute of Architects, 

[to 
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to consider the matter of registration of architects, which 
was delivered before the Annual Convention at Chicago in 
November, 1907. The following extracts from the report were 
worthy of the most careful attention, as in America the sub-
ject was looked at from another standpoint. 

The following extracts from the papers were then read.— 

The examination and registration of architects in this country, 
or, as it is sometimes called, the licensing of architects, is already 
an accepted fact in three States. In one of them, Illinois, the 
license law has been in force more than ten. years, and in New 
Jersey and California a shorter period. The laws are also being 
enforced in these States. In Illinois, where there are 700 licensed 
architects, only one person is known to be openly violating the law, 
and that person has been convicted on three prosecutions. The 
Illinois law has been tested in the courts only on the question 
raised as to the discretionary power of the State Board in reject-
ing applicants for license. 

Your Committee feels that the American Institute of Architects 
should confine itself in taking up the consideration of the subject 
of the registration of architects to an investigation of the opera-
tion of the laws already enacted in the States where such laws 
exist. The result of such investigation might be of value to 
persons in other States who desire the enactment of such legisla-
tion. 

A law licensing architects must necessarily be enacted under 
the police powers given to the legislatures of the several States 
by their constitutions, to regulate the acts of incompetent persons 
or even prevent incompetent persons from performing acts which 
might result in danger to the community. It is very clear that 
such laws should be enacted rather on the demand of those who 
need such protection than of those who are to be regulated by 
them. And this brings us immediately to a consideration of the 
general misunderstanding among architects in places where such 
laws have not been enacted as to their true meaning and purpose. 
No law which regulates the practice of architecture in the inter-
ests of architects should be, or ever will be, enacted. It is the 
people only who should be interested in their enactment. Ar-
chitects are only affected by the enforcement of such laws, and 
the architectural profession will never feel the full force of the 
benefit conferred upon it by these laws until a number of years 
after their enactment. It would perhaps be fair to say twenty 
years would be the time necessary for the full benefit to be appre-
ciated. 

If a careful investigation of the results of the Illinois law as 
far as they bear upon the architects were made now, after it has 
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been ten years in force, there is no doubt but that the resulting 
benefits to the architects themselves would be greatly in evidence. 
In ten years from the present time, or more certainly twenty years, 
there will be scarcely any practicing architects in the State of 
Illinois who have not passed an examination and been approved 
by the examining board of that State. 

While the Illinois law had been contemplated and talked about 
among architects for several years, no attempt ever was made to 
have such legislation until a very serious building accident, which 
was due to the incompetence of a young architect in supervising 
his work, incited a very large and well-organised trade union of 
mechanics to suggest that such a law be passed. They were very 
insistent in the matter; but not knowing how to go about it, they 
appealed to the Chapter of the American Institute of Architects 
in their city, not knowing that this Chapter had ever been seri-
ously considering what kind of a law could be framed. The 
Chapter acted in the interests of this union in what it did in pre-
paring a draft for the law and advocating its passage, which was 
subsequently adopted ; but the Chapter went further, it anticipated 
opposition, the same opposition which has arisen in several other 
States in which such propositions have been defeated by their 
legislatures. They not only had the powerful political influence 
of the trade unions, but they called in the assistance of other 
organisations which might have to do with building operations, 
such as associations of employers of mechanics, and real estate 
dealers. Thus it will be seen that the first law licensing archi-
tects was the evolution of an effort for self-protection on the part 
of large numbers of persons. It was passed without amendment. 

The American Institute of Architects has a greater field for 
usefulness in the enforcement of professional ethics among archi-
tects and between architects and their clients than in seeking legis-
lation, because the very fact that it seeks it lays it open to the 
charge of personal interest. It has before it also that other great 
field of activity in fostering educational movements and develop-
ing the artistic abilities of those who are practising our pro-
fession. 

Your Committee therefore offers the following resolution :- 
Resolved : That the question of the advisability of the examina-

tion and registration of architects be left to the Chapters of the 
Institute and to those persons outside of their number who would 
be most interested in the safe construction of buildings, and that 
said Chapters furnish such assistance as may be necessary in 
formulating license laws which will result in regulating the prac-
tice of architecture as a profession. 

In the subsequent discussion members gave free expression 

to their views. 
[Mr. 
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Mr. H. W. Tompkins (F.) was in favour of registration, 
but contended that the present time was not opportune, as he did 
not consider the present members of the State Legislature would 
favour the introduction of a Bill dealing with the subject. 

Mr. E. Ruck (F.) considered the architects might strengthen 
their position before the public by obtaining the assistance of 
the Board of Public Health. 

Mr. I. G. Beaver (F.) was of opinion that the point men-
tioned in the report presented before the American Institute of 
Architects' with reference to the State of Illinois was very im-
portant. He thought the demand for the registration of archi-
tects should come from the people, as it was they who required 
protection against the unqualified practitioner. He considered 
that the South Australian Bill was lost because it was advocated 
by the architects and not by the people of that State. 

At the conclusion the President replied, and the meeting then 
terminated. 
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REPORT  ON DRY ROT. 

By PAUL OGDEN (F.R.I.B.A.) 

Considering that the information in this article would be of great 
service to Australian Architects, during his recent visit to England 
the Editor obtained permission of the author to publish this article 
in the R.V.I.A. Journal of Proceedings. Special permission was also 
granted by the Editor of the R.I.B.A. journal, in whom the copyright 
is vested. 

These extracts have been kindly prepared for publication by Mr. 
George Hubbard, F.S.A. [F.], who with the President and Mr. Paul 
Ogden [F.] were cited as witnesses in the recent dry-rot case at Man-
chester—David Lewis Trust and Levy v. Graham. Mr. Ogden pre-
pared a voluminous report dealing with the case, and embodied in it 
a digest of the whole subject of dry-rot. The best authorities have 
been consulted by Mr. Ogden, and the extracts, with their references, 
should form a valuable addition to the literature of the practising 
architect. The possibilities of dry-rot appearing in any building is a 
standing menace, and the subject is therefore one of particular in 
terest to the profession. Mr. Ogden's gleanings have been set out 
in such a concise and clear form that it is felt that no better method 
could be adopted than to quote directly from his report. 

~~; 

SHORT DEFINITIONS OF DRY ROT. 

AUTHORITIES generally assert that dry-rot is a state of 
decomposition of timber induced by dry-rot fungi, the 

commonest, most destructive, and best known of which is Meru-

lius lachrymans. 
[2. It 
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2. It is a remarkable fact, and well known, that Merulius 
lachrymans is a domestic fungus peculiar to dwelling-houses and 
other buildings, and not found in the forest.* 

3. Professor Hartig, who has devoted much time to the in-
vestigation of "dry-rot," has shown that this particular kind of 
red or brown streaking is due to the ravages of Polyporus vapor-
arias. The mycelium of this fungus destroys the structure of 
the wood in a manner so similar to that of the Merulius that 
the sawyers and others do not readily distinguish between the 
two. The mycelium of Polyporus vaporarius forms thick ribbons 
and strands, but they are snowy-white, and not grey like those 
of Merulius lachrymans; the structure, etc., of the fructification 
are also different.t 

4. Now Polyporus vaporarius is common in the forests, and 
it has been found that its spores may lodge in cracks in the 
barked logs of timber lying on the ground. $ 

5. The suspicion may well gain ground that this important 
subject has by no means been exhausted.§ 

FAVOURABLE CONDITIONS TO THE GENERATION 

OF DRY ROT. 

6. The peculiarity in the case of the spores of Merulius 
lachrymans was found by Hartig to be the necessity of the pre-
sence of an alkali, such as ammonia; and it is found that in 
cellars, stables, and other outhouses where ammoniacal or alka-
line emanations from the soil or decomposing organic matter 
can reach the timber there is a particularly favourable 
circumstance afforded for the germination of the spores. The 
other conditions are provided by a warm, still, damp atmosphere, 

*H. Marshall Ward, "Timber and Some of its Diseases," p. 193, lines 6-9. 
t Ibid. last paragraph, p. 193, to line 2, p. 195. 

Ibid. p. 195, lines 7-10. 
Ibid. p. 198, last three lines. 
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such as exists in badly ventilated cellars and corners, and beneath 
the floorings of many buildings.* 

7. A large series of comparative experiments, made especi-
ally by Hartig, have fully established the correctness of the con-
clusion that damp foundations, walls, etc., encourage the spread 
of dry-rot quite independently of the quality of the timber. This 
is important, because it has long been supposed that timber felled 
in summer was more prone to dry-rot than timber felled in winter; 
such, however, is not shown to be the case, for under the same 
conditions both summer and winter wood suffer alike, and de-
crease in weight to the same extent during the progress of the 
disease. f 

8. The dark stagnant air in cellars and under the boarded 
floors of the ground story is very congenial to fungus growth.$ 

9. Linoleum or kamptulicon on floors is also objectionable; 
and, indeed, whenever a floor has been washed and scrubbed it 
should be thoroughly dried before any covering whatever is laid 
down. § 

io. The positions in which dry-rot occurs are those where 
the timber is exposed to warmth and damp stagnant air. 

The principal parts of buildings in which it is found are 
In warm cellars, under unventilated wooden floors, or in 

basements, particularly in kitchens or rooms where there are 
constant fires. "All kinds of stoves are sure to increase the dis-
ease if moisture be present." 

The ends of timbers built into walls are nearly sure to be 
affected by dry-rot unless they are protected by iron shoes, lead, 
or zinc. The same result is produced by fixing joinery and other 
woodwork to walls before they are dry. 

Oilcloth, kamptulicon, and other impervious floorcloths, by 
preventing access of air and retaining dampness, cause decay in 

151 

H. Marshall Ward, "Timber and Some of Its Diseases," p.184, 
lines 7-18. 

t /bid last paragraph, p. 185, to line 2, p. 186. 
$ W. H. Bidlake, "Dry-rot in Timber" : first two lines of last para- 

graph on p. 17. 
§ Ibid. p. 17. 	

[the 
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the boards they cover. Carpets do the same to a certain ex-
tent. 

Painting or tarring cut or unseasoned timber has the same 
effect. 

Sometimes the roots of large trees near a house penetrate 
below the floors and cause dry-rot.* 

rr. There is this particular danger about the dry-rot—viz., 
that the germs of the fungi producing it are carried easily, and 
in all directions, in a building where it once displays itself without 
necessity for actual contact between the affected and the sound 
wood. j- 

GENERAL. 
12. Thoroughly dry timber, so long as it is kept thoroughly 

dry, is proof against the disease we are considering. Nay, more, 
the fungus is peculiarly susceptible to drought, and the mycelial 
threads and even the young fructifications growing on the surface 
of a beam of timber in a damp close situation may be readily 
killed in a day or two by letting in thoroughly dry air; of course 
the mycelium deeper down in the wood is not so easily and quickly 
destroyed, since not only is it more protected, but the mycelial 
strands are able to transport moisture from a distance. Much 
misunderstanding prevails as to the meaning of "dry air" and 
"dry wood"; as a matter of fact, the air usually contains much 
moisture, especially in cellars and quiet corners devoid of 
draughts, such as Merulius delights in, and we have already seen 
how dry timber rapidly absorbs moisture from such air. More-
over, the strands of, mycelium may extend into damp soil, founda-
tions, brickwork, etc. ; in such cases they convey moisture to 
parts growing in apparently dry situations.t 

13. The best knowledge to hand seems to be that no dif-
ference is observable in the susceptibility to dry-rot of winter 

*Rivington, "Notes on Building Construction," vol. iii., last four 
paragraphs on p. 392, and first three paragraphs on p. 393. 

t Rivington, "Notes on Building Construction," paragraph 5, p. 
393, from Britton. 

f H. Marshall Ward, "Timber and Some of its Diseases," last 
six lines on p. 184 to end of paragraph, p. 185. 

II 
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wood and summer wood of the same timber, i.e., Merulius lachry-
mans will attack both equally if other conditions are the same. 
But air-dry and thoroughly seasoned timber is much less easily 
attacked than damp fresh-cut wood of the same kind, both being 
exposed to the same conditions. 

Moreover, different timbers are attacked and destroyed in 
different degrees. The heart-wood of the pine is more resistant 
than any spruce timber. Experimental observations are wanted 
on the comparative resistance of oak, beech, and other timbers. 
and, indeed, the whole of this part of the question is well worth 
further investigation.* 

14. It must first be borne in mind that this fungus spreads, like 
so many others, by means of both spores and mycelium; it is easy 
to see strands of mycelium passing from badly diseased planks 
or beams, etc., across intervening brickwork or soil and on to 
sound timber, which it then infects. The spores are devoloped in 
countless myriads from the fructifications described, and they 
are extremely minute and light; it has been proved that they can 
be carried from house to house on the clothes and tools, etc., of 
workmen.t 

15. Hartig proved that the spores can be carried from the 
wood of one building to that of another by means of the saws of 
workmen. t 

i6. Mr. McWilliam observes : "If the fungi proceed from 
the slime in the fissures of the earth they are generally very 
ramous, having round fibres shooting in every direction. If they 
arise from the roots of trees their first appearance is something 
like hoar frost, but they soon assume the mushroom shape." 
Hence it appears that we frequently build on spots of ground 
which contain the fundamental principle of the disease, and thus 
we are sometimes foiled in our endeavours to destroy the fungus 
by the admission of air. In this case the disease may be encour- 

*H. Marshall Ward, "Timber and Some of its Diseases," last two 
lines on p. 186 to end of paragraph 3 on p. 187. 

t Ibid. to line 11 on p. 189. 
$ Ibid. last three lines of first paragraph on p. 189. 

[aged 
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aged by the application of air as a remedy. When workmen are 
employed in buildings which contain dry-rot, and when they are 
working on ground which contains the symptoms of this disease, 
their health is often affected.* 

17. In ordinary houses, where floor-cloth is laid down in 
the front kitchen, where there is no ventilation under the floors, 
and where a fire is burning every day in the stove, dry-rot often 
appears. In the back kitchen, where there is no floor-cloth and 
only an occasional fire, it rarely appears. The air is warm and 
stagnant under one floor and cold and stagnant under the other; 
at the temperature of 32 to 4o degrees the progress of dry-rot is 
very slow.t 

18. At No. 29 Mincing Lane, London, in two out of three 
rooms on the first floor, upon a fire-proof floor constructed on the 
Fox and Barrett principle (of iron joists and concrete with yellow-
pine sleepers, on strips of wood bedded in cement, to which were 
nailed the yellow-pine floor-boards), kamptulicon was nailed down 
by the tenant's orders. In less than nine months the whole of the 
wood sleepers and strips of wood, as well as the boards, were 
seriously injured by dry-rot, whilst the third room floor, which 
had been covered with a carpet, was perfectly sound. t 

PREVENTION OF DRY ROT. 
19. The great safeguard, beyond taking care that no spores 

or mycelium are present from the first, is to arrange that all the 
brickwork, floors, etc., be thoroughly dry before the timber is put 
in contact with them, or to interpose some impervious substance 
—a less trustworthy method. Then it is necessary to aerate and 
ventilate the timber, for dry timber kept dry is proof against dry-
rot. § 

T. A. Britton, "Dry-rot in Timber," last paragraph on p. 19 to 
line 12, p. 20. 

t Ibid.last line on p. 186 to end of first paragraph on p. 187. 
$Ibid. paragraph 3 on p. 187. 

H. Marshall Ward, "Timber and Some of its Diseases," para-
graph 2 on p. 191. 
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20. There can probably be no question of the advantage of 
creosoting the ends of rafters, beams, etc., since the creosote will 
act long enough to enable the timber to dry, if it is ever to 
dry at all.* 

21. Wood must not only be dry, but be kept dry. This is 
impossible if the air of the chamber in which it is built is damp, 
as it condenses and absorbs moisture. To secure dryness, there-
fore, moisture must be prevented from rising from the soil by a 
layer of asphalte or concrete; from rising up the walls from the 
foundations by a damp-proof course; from soaking through the 
walls by building an air-drain, so that no earth is allowed to be in 
contact with them above the damp-proof course; unless asphalted 
outside or built hollow; and, lastly, by securing thorough venti-
lation, so that there is no corner where the air can stagnate. All 
vegetable soil must be removed from the site, for ammoniacal 
exhalations assist the germination of spores; the drains must 
be sound, and the mortar made of clean sand. 

Salt sea sand should not be used, as it attracts moisture. 
The house should be well dried before the floors are laid, and 
kept thoroughly well ventilated. I may here point out the fallacy 
of burning gas for purposes of drying; for, inasmuch as water 
is one of the products of combustion, it has quite an opposite 
tendency. 

Any substance or device which imprisons moisture within 
wood, or prevents free evaporation from its surface, or maintains 
a damp atmosphere in its neighbourhood, will be almost sure to 
develop dry-not. It will be wise to assume that the spores are 
there, and are only waiting for a congenial environment to 
germinate. 

Damp or ill-seasoned wood, therefore, should not be covered 
with paint or tar, nor wood partitions with wire netting and 
plaster of Paris. Ordinary plaster, however, seems sufficiently 
porous. Linoleum or kamptulicon on floors is also objectionable, 

* H. Marshall Ward, "Timber and Some of its Diseases," first 
four lines of second paragraph on p. 198. 
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and, indeed, whenever a floor has been washed and scrubbed it 
should be thoroughly dried before any covering whatever is laid 
down. 

The dark, stagnant air in cellars and under the boarded floors 
of the ground story is very congenial to fungus growth, and it is 
a fallacy, very prevalent with architects and builders, that the 
insertion of air-bricks in the wall, below the floor level, ensures 
ventilation. A current of air is not at all a necessary conse-
quence; indeed, I have heard of a case in which the fungus was 
found growing within the air-brick. In order to induce a cur-
rent there must be difference of density between the inside and 
outside air. It will be well, therefore, to carry up an air-flue from 
the under floor-space along with the smoke flue of the room 
above. The air-bricks should be so placed that there are no 
corners of stagnant air, and they must not be too near the out-
side ground level, or they will become choked with dirt. They 
are often inefficient through rust, and are not infrequently closed 
by ignorant people.* 

22. If chips of wood have been left by the carpenters lying 
about under the floor, they are almost sure to be infected, and 
are frequently the origin of an attack of dry-rot, for not only can 
the fungus be traced to them, but it is found growing most luxu-
riantly on them. So important is it to take precaution in this 
matter that it would be well if architects insisted in their specifi-
cation on every chip being cleared away below boarded floors. 
Even when the ground has been covered with concrete the pre-
caution is necessary, for the chips may become infected before 
the concrete is dry, and the latter is frequently fractured by the 
settlement of the walls.t 

23. The ends of beams and joists should always be left 
free, and, if built into the wall, there should be a clear air-space 
surrounding them, which may be lined with asphalte if neces-
sary.$ 

* W. H. Bidlake, "Dry-rot in Timber," last paragraph on. p. 16 
to end of first paragraph on p. 18. 

t Ibid. paragraph 3, p. 18. 
$ Ibid. lines 3-7 in paragraph 3, p. 19. 
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METHODS OF ERADICATING DRY ROT. 
24. Every trace of fungus should then be scraped from the 

timber, brickwork, or wherever it is found, and the surface of the 
soil, if exposed, should be removed, for it will contain spores; the 
whole should then be burnt without c'elay. If the timber is at all 
badly attacked it would he better to cut it out, burn it, and 
replace it with new. 

If this cannot be done the beams should be soaked with 
corrosive sublimate dissolved in methyl alcohol. Methyl alcohol 
has great penetrating power, and acts as a vehicle to convey 
the corrosive sublimate into the texture of the wood, evaporating 
in time, and leaving the corrosive sublimate behind to do its 
work. The inflammable nature of methyl alcohol must not be 
forgotten. 

Carbolic acid, or a strong solution of copper sulphate (blue 
vitriol) in boiling water, may be substituted. The walls and con- 
crete floor (if any) should be washed with carbolic or sulphuric 
acid or Candy's fluid, and the air might be disinfected with ad-
vantage by burning sulphur. 

In a slight attack the wood may be covered with hot lime-
wash. 

Notwithstanding, however, the fact that decayed wood will ab-
sorb the washes more readily than sound, these do not penetrate 
very deep; and as only those parts of the mycelium are killed 
which are in contact with the poison, the deep-seated hyphæ 
may remain as active as ever. The rot is not stayed, but its 
ravages are now hidden from view.* 

(in our next issue we will (by special permission obtained) 
publish additional information upon the subject of "Dry Rot in 
Timber," recently compiled by the British Government. The 
facts and the legal decisions upon the subject cannot be too well 

known by architects —EDITOR R. V.I.A. JOURNAL.] 

*VV. H. Bidlake, "Dry Rot in Timber," last three paragraphs on 
p. 22 and first three paragraphs on p. 23. 
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IMPRESSIONS OF A TRIP ABROAD. 

By W. LUCAS (F.), F.R.G.S. 

O H! the thrill of inexpressible satisfaction, as after crossing 
expanses of oceans and seas and stretches of kingdoms one 

was brought face to face with the Acropolis ! Flow Nature and 
human device had conspired to give fullest effectiveness to the 
presentation! The foreground was an extensive area of compara-
tively barren country from which, oasis-like, two settlements 
arose. Behind were gaunt hills that served like sentinels to guard 
an earlier view. Then, cradled in the saddle formed by Mount 
Lykabettos (with its crown of monastic buildings) and the 
Museion mount (with the monument of Philopappus), stood forth 
peculiarly clear-cut in the unusually rare atmosphere of Greece, 
that world-view against a stern-tempered background of harsh, 
rocky, outcropped mountains. 

It was afternoon—twenty minutes past four—and immedi-
ately the train rushed from the stretch of barren country into 
the midst of currant bushes. It was enough. When the Acropo-
lis was seen, there could only be fertility. Then Athens appeared, 
but so in a hollow as to be hardly visible; generously refraining 
from any claim to attention meanwhile. So exquisitely refined 
was the situation that in a few moments the presence of three 
houses entirely excluded everything of the city, and confined the 
view solely to the Acropolis. Next, the mound of a railway 
siding continued the mission of isolation. Then again, a boun-
dary wall, with the aid of a few standing trucks, took up the 
merciful duty of the three houses and the mound. And lastly, 
just as the train drew up at the city station, a railway shed hid 
all save that which at that moment was of supreme interest. 
Thus was achieved in the order of Providence my first sight of 
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the Acropolis. Though the saying be trite and commonplace, it 
must be repeated, that it is a moment of supremacy when the 
dream and aspiration of years having become realised, one finds 
the actuality a greater and deeper dream than the dream itself. 
And it was essentially so on this occasion. The ruggedly sub-
lime outline of the Acropolis from the point of view I had gained 
was familiar; while of course the majestically placed features 
upon its summit were well-known from architectural works and 
the Elgin marbles. 

What I had not realised in the panorama, however, was the 
great prominence of Mount Lykabettos that lay to the left; the 
relative insignificance in point of elevation of Mars' Hill to the 
right; and the clear-cut effect produced by the rarity of the Attic 
air. It was some distance from the railway station to the Grand 
Hotel d'Angleterre, and having reached it without a glimpse of 
the Acropolis en route, I soon went forth to discover their rela-
tive positions. Suddenly, on the eastern verge of Constitution 
Square—just in front of the Royal Palace—I halted statuesque in 
admiration. There, in sharpest detail, was the bold citadel-like 
mount capped with rude masses of masonry of Homeric time, that 
six centuries before Christ and prior to the days of Sophocles and 
Herodotus, enclosed a temple that had been laid bare by the 
Persians ! And there, were the peerless and ever memorable 
structures which for the past three and twenty centuries, notwith- 
standing the ravages of time and plunder, had presented them-
selves with such tremendous potency and subtle charm to the 
view and thought of civilisation; exhibiting such a degree of 
delicacy and softness that they seemed rather to have been directly 
sketched into the landscape by the architects themselves, than 
built from their designs by the hand of labour. 

On the morrow, rising with the sun, I silently sat for an 
hour at the top-story casement of the corridor adjoining my room, 
with eyes fixed upon the splendours of the Mount. 

The majesty of that view-point was probably unsurpassable. 
The loftiness of the position enabled the overlooking of all in-
tervening buildings, while certain structures in the immediate 

[foreground 
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foreground practically shut out all that was modern and aggres-
sive. With the aid of the balconette of the casement, and by 
reclining more in the chair, I was able at will to cut off the view 
of the flat-roofed cottages—the homesteads of islanders of the 
Cyclàdes—that had crept up the side, and thereby to see only the 
upper heights of the entire length of the rugged super-base with 
its treasure of super-structure. And the distance meant most 
acceptable focus for the eye. Thus I saw the first sunlight of 
another day, almost without a shadow, rest upon that mass of 
ft agments of architectural caskets which once treasured the em-
bodiments of the nation's ideals. As the sun rose higher and 
higher southwards, and played about the massive features of rock, 
rampart and temple, thus exhibiting various degrees of light and 
shade, the scene fast became indescribable. The moon still shone 
and, in conjunction with a solitary cloud in the brilliantly blue 
sky, added picturesqueness to the unique pile of inanimate nature 
and humanity so keenly blended in unison. Deep ochrey richness 
of temple marble, bronze-browning of rampart, and sienna-like 
texturing of rock spake in harmony, and yet (as another visitor 
had expressed) "there was no variety in colour between what 
Nature and what man had put there." For half an hour or so, all 
save the sunlight was motionless before the play of grandeur in 
that matchless picture. Then a moving figure appeared towards 
the edge of the escapement; next, there was the shaking of a 
cloth at one of the windows of the homes on the Mount's slope; 
and again, another figure went forth in the ancient quarter of 
the town below. 

A smart walk of about twenty minutes and I stood upon the 
great rock eminence (about 15o feet high above the surrounding 
upland, with a summit r,000 feet long and 500 feet broad) that 
stood in the centre of the ancient city—the site of the earliest 
seat of the Athenian kings—and within a few moments was in 
the midst of overwhelmingly embarrassing riches. The offers 
of a most obliging curator to explain matters, and "if I d:d not 
care to purchase a guide book there was a work of reference at 
my disposal," were meanwhile respectfully declined with an in-
timation to him of my present desire. I felt the position, the first 
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treading of the Acropolis, must be one of pure sentiment, of spirit 
desirous of drinking in only what silence and non-intervention 
would confer of the Mount, of Athens, of Greece, of humanity, of 
God. 

Any technical knowledge I possessed, and the wealth of glori-
ous detail that lay around, were asked to stand aside on that 
occasion. Lt was impossible to realise that I was amid the ruins 
of the conceptions of the small group of architects and sculptors, 
led by Phidias, who, "goaded with beauty," and impressionable 
to the Divine call, enabled the nation in its period of exulting 
gratitude for victory over the Persian enemies to fulfil the dream 
of Pericles, and crown the Acropolis with edifices "the splendour 
of which would be paramount and triumphant when those of rival 
States would be mouldering in oblivion." Entering the naos, or 
inner sanctuary, of the Parthenon I instinctively bent the knee; 
and then from the colonnade with field-glasses well-nigh insep-
arable from the eyes, I obtained my first real sight of Athens. 
of which, as I wrote at the time, "I know no adjective to de-
scribe it." Though there remained in evidence but a fraction of 
Greece's intellectual contribution, it was impossible not to feel 
something of the enthusiasm that caused Aristophanes to ex-
claim :—"Oh, thou, our Athens, violet-wreathed, brilliant, most 
enviable city !" Utterly impossible on that first visit to the 
Acropolis to go into detail, it was enough to realise, in however 
faint a degree, that superlative design—the basis of Earth's 
most successful architectural and sculptural effort—and matchless 
gem-like execution, had presented work with all its beauty, ele-
gance and strength to Nature; and that Nature in return had 
enriched the presentation with the glories of environment, atmos-
phere and sunlight unsurpassable. The marble ruins were then 
touched with such exquisite charm by the warmth of the newly 
risen sun that they seemed after the procession of twenty centuries 
to be again vivid with the shadows of the splendour of the Pana-
thenaic festival. Chariots and occupants and attendants that 
had passed up the central incline of the stately Propylæa before 
the assemblage of exulting Athenians, seemed still to linger upon 
the sublime summit. 

[A 
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A glimpse of the Acropolis that gave exceptional pleasure was 
obtained one morning at quarter past four o'clock in pure 
silhouette outline. While intently gazing upon that outline view 
of semi-darkness, prior to the rising of the sun, the play of 
atmospheric effects about the dim mass was peculiarly impressive. 
The base line of the upper heights became a mass of purple blue, 
from which there arose an ochrey blue that extended on to the 
tableland and enveloped its architecture; while the overarching, 
cloudless sky was an unusual shade of light blue. Shortly after 
5 o'clock, in all the glory of the height of ,a Greek summer, the 
sun peered over Mount Lykabettos, and the massive outline was 
soon once again sharpened, and the main architectural points 
once more revealed. Next, the tints of the earlier hour began to 
mingle till blue, and ochre, and purple were superbly blended ; 
and then the first shadows of another day were gradually evolved. 
And thus the unique pile was bathed anew in the purest flood of 
light and shade conceivable. 

At that stage I went forth and found myself the first of that 
day's visitors to the Acropolis. As I slowly walked up the broad 
steps on the western face—still the only access to the plateau, 
the sun's early rays were charmingly illuminating feature after 
feature. Immediately before me was the Propykea, "the brilliant 
jewel on the front of the rocky coronet of the Acropolis." Jutting 
out at an angle on the right was the Temple of Victory. On 
Either side lay the Painted Chamber, and the Temple of Wingless 
Victory. Passing through the portal of five gateways, upon the 
surface of crystalline limestone rock of subdued tints, the eye 
met the group of the Erechtheum on the side overlooking the 
modern city; and beyond, crowning the heights, the Parthenon. 
On every hand lay fragments innumerable; and in company with 
all those, ages since, had stood the temples of Diana, of Venus, 
and of the Genius of Pious Men, surrounded with statuary. Su-
premely presiding over all, there had stood the statue of Pallas 
Athene, the maiden-goddess and protectress of Athens. 

But to the crown of the Acropolis I must again refer. 

(To be concluded). 
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In the opening address of the President, Mr. Ernest George 

states that "we seem now, at least in our street architecture, to 
be approaching a common language, in a version of English 
Renaissance—a style that adapts itself to varying requirements 
and uses. At the same time, individuality is lost, and the Archi-
tect's handwriting cannot always be identified." In the com-
petition drawings for the London County Hall, it was curious to 
note how little one author was distinguishable from another with 
any certainty : the compositions were good, or bad, on very similar 
lines. 	He was fully aware of the difficulty of dealing with 
flagrant breaches of taste in our streets, but thought that the 
R.I.B.A. might have a consultative committee of three or four 
men of judgment, to whom, as a matter of grace, designs would 
be shown, and any errors of taste pointed out before being 
committed to stone. Dealing with external work, he stated that 
the brick and plaster of Nash's day was making way for Portland 
stone, which in sooty London retained its pearly whiteness, at 
least on its west and south sides. Terra cotta had been tried and 
found wanting, as its surface could not resist the insidious 
combination of sulphur and damp in the London atmosphere. 
"Carrara," a Doulton ware, shared with terra cotta the weakness 
of being a pottery casing filled with alien matter. He thought, 
however, that the surface was satisfactory, as seen in several 
important examples in London, avoiding the glitter of most tile 
surfaces, and, with clean sharp modelling and mouldings, telling 
their tale. The coarseness which sometimes resulted in making 
big rustics, keystones,and other telling "features," was avoided. 
Your editor fully endorses these remarks concerning "Carrara," 
and hopes to see the material soon in use in the larger cities of 

[Australia. 
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Australia.. Speaking of "new art," although finding much fresh-
ness, yet it sometimes had no rhyme or reason. Some treatment 
was original, for it had not been done before, and, he hoped, 
"would not be done again," in a building; a freak or surprise 
should be avoided. It was a misfortune to fill new houses with 
pseudo-antique furniture, often badly made, and maltreated to 
give the appearance of age. Along with the President, your 
Editor has seen "whole streets in good quarters of the town, 
given up to the sale of objects, old, secondhand, or spurious-
antique," whilst the workshops of Nuremburg and Venice had 
a vast industry in producing old things to meet the demand. 
Turning to modern construction in steel and concrete, the Roman 
concrete builders were not afraid of bulk, and their works satis-
fied the eye with their proportion and substance. Concrete 
construction had become a science, and able men had made the 
finest calculations concerning work which might be done in 
concrete and ferro-concrete. Many buildings were being erected 
in the new method, and finished with architectural propriety, 
the skeleton being hidden and forgotten. But, if the mode became 
general, a style adapted to it must be evolved. Following the 
decision of Architects in Conference, the R.I.B.A. had joined 
the institutes of other nations in the demand for international 
copyright. What value such right would give was difficult to 
say. British copyright would be worth more to them, but would 
be hard to enforce. After referring to public works, he dealt with 
the need for a comprehensive scheme to meet the changes always 
being made in their great cities, and ever anticipating the increas-
ing needs of a growing population. 

John Gibson, Architect, is the title of an appreciation by 
S. Flint Clarkson (F.), who, describing the personal characteristics 
of this noted architect, states that he amassed a fortune of 
£6o,000 : but life was a burden which he was quite ready to lay 
down. His humour was real, but sardonic. "I'm the person to 
complain," he said to an assistant who grumbled. "Indeed you 
are," was the reply. Many architects who afterwards achieved 
fame worked in his office as assistants; Slade, amongst the 
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number. His practice extended over 40 or So  years, for, although 
he apparently retired nine years before death, yet did not give 
up work wholly, and solitude was not exhilarating. Articled 
first to Mr. Hanson (of Birmingham Town Hall fame), he after-
wards served with Barry, and assisted the latter in the preparation 
of the drawings for the Houses of Parliament. His practice was 
varied, and included many banking and insurance houses 
throughout the country, together with various country houses. 
He dealt with over forty buildings of the National Provincial 
Bank of England. 	His sympathy, generally, ran upon classic 
lines; yet his Gothic work, as instanced in Bodelwyddan church, 
in N. Wales, which, if we remember aright, was built with light 
coloured marble, shows that his mastery of Gothic was complete. 
Many personal traits are described which, with good illustrations 
of his works, make a readable and sympathetic article written 
by one who had served under him. 

Development of House Designs in the Reigns of Elizabeth 
and James, as Illustrated by Contemporary Drawings, is a lengthy 
title of a paper by J. A. Gotch, F.S.A., who, basing, his remarks 
upon a large parcel of drawings by Smithson and Thorpe, showed 
the development of the modern plan from the "hall," which in 
the middle ages was the common living room, to the house of 
separate rooms, the "hall" being replaced by passages. A visit 
to Hampton Court, for instance, shows how unsuitable to modern 
needs was the ancient plan. Thorpe is described as a master 
of planning, whose work did not possess that striving after 
symmetry which later on was introduced by Inigo Jones, and 
others from continental sources. No one is better qualified than 
Mr. Gotch to deal with the subject of planning houses. It is 
made clear that the large houses, at any rate, in early days, 
were designed by architects, and not simply by workmen. In the 
subsequent discussion, Mr. Phene Spiers raised the point that 
there were two John Thorpes—father and son; because he thought 
the known period covered by the practice (1570 co 1621) was too 
long to be ascribed to one man, considering that even in 1570 
the plan of that immense house, Kirby Hall, was adopted, and 
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this was not likely to be the first commission given to Thorpe. 
The article is well illustrated. 

The Croesus (6th century B.C.), Temple of Artemis (Diana) 
at Ephesus, by Arthur E. Henderson, R.B.A., architect to the 
British excavations at Ephesus. This valuable paper read at the 
R.I.B.A., embodies a vast amount of original research. The 
importance of this building is evidenced by the area set apart for 
exhibits in the British museum, a whole gallery being devoted to 
the purpose. Mr. Henderson's special work was to excavate 
the site, and to give measurements and particulars of the various 
temples which, it was known, were built upon a common site. 
There were three principal structures, respectively !designated 
A, B, and C. The Croesus (or Archaic) temple (designated D.) 
was destroyed by fire in 356 B.C., and rebuilt during the reign of 
Alexander the Great, and is now described as the Hellenistic, 
or great temple of Diana (designated E). This latter structure was 
known as one of the Seven Wonders of the World, and is men-
tioned in the account of St. Paul's visit to Ephesus (Acts xix.), 
and lasted until the fall of Paganism. Its most remarkable peculi-
arity was the use of the sculptured drums and piers for the lower 
parts of the columns, suggested from the archaic temple. The 
paper is well illustrated by the drawings which have been recently 
published by the trustees of the British Museum, who have 
embodied Mr. Henderson's researches in the results of the 
excavations conducted by Mr. D. G. Hogarth, on the site of the 
Ephesian Artemision. The plan is particularly valuable, whilst 
the photographs show the remains actually uncovered. There are 
also "restorations" which are doubtless more true to the originals 
than is frequently the case: all the necessary data being available. 
Details, too, of the various portions are given. Some of the 
columns are set up in the British Museum, and their size at once 
arrests attention. Roughly measuring, we ascertained one of the 
columns to have a diameter of about 6ft. gin., whilst the Ionic 
capitals are about g ft. 6 in. wide across the volutes. All this 
work is in white marble, with perfect sculptures around the drum 
representing "Death," and "Mercury conducting Alcestis from 
Hades." 
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Old Bordighera—Italian Riviera, is a short paper by A. T. 
Taylor, R.C.A. (F.), in which is embodied a block plan of the 
town. Fairly representative of the towns of the Riviera, it affords 
pursuit of health and sunshine, and combines sketching and study 
of the most interesting kind. Old Bordighera is walled. Its 
streets are rarely more than 7ft. bin. wide. The houses are as 
a rule plain—plastered and variously tinted, and devoid of special 
architectural features. As all this region is subject to earth-
quakes, strengthening arches are quite a feature of the towns, 
and are thrown across the streets at frequent intervals. An 
illustration of this peculiar treatment is shown. The town "dwells 
in the memory as a joy, and grips the heart strings with its 
impelling call of the South." 

The Elements of Design in Internal Decoration.—In this 
paper, T. R. Spence contends that we should not be slaves to 
the "magnificent domination" of the nations and masters of old, 
nor despise the triumphs in line, form, and colour, on which they 
set the seal of beauty. There was the decoration which was 
entirely the architect's achievement, executed in more or less 
permanent materials—wood, stone, metal, marble, glass, mosaic, 
etc., the unity expressing his own particular art. Wren, and the 
brothers Adams, succeeded in this class of decoration, and many 
of the rooms so decorated, almost needed no other decoration. 
Alma-Tadema's work was successful in the direction of repre-
senting the accessories which go to make fine schemes of colour. 
A combination of certain fruits, for instance, lent themselves 
to the adornment of architecture, in curving festoons for hori-
zontal shapes, the pendant for vertical shapes, and the circular 
wreath for telling expression at a distance. The festoon, 
however, had become in careless hands a baggy detail dubbed 
the "swag," a term which rightly indicated its debasement. The 
full and sumptuous quality of colour in decoration seemed rare 
and difficult of attainment, the predominance of primaries being 
essential; such schemes maintained their interest longest, and 
mellowed rather than deteriorated in tone. Landscape, alone, was 
a great decoration, and Leighton in his Daphnephoria—one of 
the greatest decorative pictures in the world—had aims and 

[dreams 
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dreams in this respect. The time did not seem ripe in England 
for decoration upon the lines of the greatest masters, either of 
Italy' or England. What little was done tended rather to a 
technique that was a kind of swagger of the brush, than to the 
effort which should be the embodiment of things beautiful. Mar-
ble and tiles required careful treatment, and sometimes never 
lost their crudity. Bronze on marble was a good element of 
decoration. Copper should be used with discretion, and they 
knew wrought iron had many possibilities. Glass, in proper dis-
tribution, as an adjunct to schemes embracing other forms of 
decoration, was of much value. In gilding, the whole of the 
relief should be guided, picking out or hatching avoided. The 
glitter of gold on the high lights was hardly as interesting as the 
gilded shadows, where reflections were many and various. The 
qualities of gold were generally seen best on modelled forms, as 
flat surfaces did not generally show their value. The frieze of a 
room still remained one of the best spaces for treatment and 
effect, and it was the artist's haven. Many examples of frieze 
showing so-called land-and-sea-scapes, and incident fresh from 
the roller, often found a refuge. Advocating low rooms, he dealt 
with wall coverings, ornament, lettering, heraldry, and glass, and 
showed how decorative treatment might be applied by their 
means. Under the title of "Painter's Work," he stated that the 
Mid-Victorian painter did far better work than was turned out 
to-day. Coats of paint and careful rubbing down were not spared, 
and the delicate members of moulded work and ornament were 
presented in all their sharpness. The work of those days was not 
f:om the first loaded with a few thick coats, which destroyed the 
sharpness in detail, but was repeatedly treated with thinner 
fluid. In using distemper it was best to give the ground two 
coats of thin paint before applying the distemper. In the subse-
quent discussion, the use of white paint was raised, some speakers 
advocating its sparing use, whilst others condemned it as the 
"last refuge for the destitute." 
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