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GENERAL MEETING. 

THE second ordinary general meeting of members for the 
Session 1909 was held at the Institute Rooms, 57-59 
Swanston-street, on Thursday evening, June 29th, at 8 

o' clock. 
The President, Mr. E. A. Bates (F.) occupied the chair. 

Minutes. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and con-

firmed. 

Corresponaence, 
The Hon. See. BENNETT MEMORIAL, asking that adjudicators 

be appointed and the designs judged. Messrs. Bates, Oakden, and 
Bernard Hall had been appointed, and their awards made public, 
Messrs. Butler and Bradshaw being the successful competitors. 

A. H. PADLEY, informing the Institute that he intended calling 
a meeting for the purpose of collecting records of early Melbourne 
and Victoria, and asking the Institute to appoint representatives 
to attend the meeting. Messrs. Oakden and Henderson were ap-

pointed by the Council. 
MASTER BUILDERS' ASSOCIATION, saying they would be glad 

[to 
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to meet the Council of the Institute in conference after the election 
of their new office bearers, on the subject of prime costing and 
quantities. The Council will be ready to meet them at date to 
be arranged. 

In the matter of Mr. Padley's letter on records of early Vic-
toria it was moved by Mr. Henderson, seconded by Mr. Haddon, 
and carried "that in the opinion of this Institute it is undesirable 
that there should be two rival societies dealing with the historical 
records of early Melbourne." 

1Reports ana 3ourna[s 1Rcceineb from 1tinbreb 
Institutes, with Ebanks. 

Art and Architecture.—May and June, 1909. 
Journal R.I.B.A.—Second Quarterly Part. 'goy. 
Journal of the Royal Society of Arts, Jan., 1909. 
Architectural Association Journal.—April, May, June, 1909. 
Quarterly Bulletin of the Architectural Institute of Canada, 

January, 1909. 
Societe Centrale d'Architecture de Belgique.—Bulletin Men-

suel, March, April, May, 1909. 
Societa degli Ingegneri e degli Architetti Italiani.—Annali, 

February, March, April, 1909. 
L 'Archittetura Italiana.—March, April, 1909. 
Arquitectura—Organo de la Sociedad Central de Arquitectos, 

February, 1909. 
Denkschrift Zum so—Jaehrigen Stiftungsfest des Architekten, 

und Ingenieur Vereins zu Hamburg, April, 1909. 

tíbrarp. 
Several books are missing from the Library, and it is hoped 

that borrowers will return them without delay. 
The Acting Hon. Secretary reported that the books in the 

library had been indexed and the book cases locked. The' key 
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could be obtained at Mr. Stirling's office from 9 to 5, and from 
the caretaker's at other hours. Duplicates of many of the books 
would be placed in the library in a few days, which would be avail-

able for loan. 

1R.11).3.E. Slbeaat Competitions. 
The Acting Hon. Secretary reported the issue of conditions 

for these competitions. The photos were now available. One 
was fixed to the notice board, and one would be sent to the Work-
ing Men's College. Mr. Haddon suggested that as in former 
years a block should be made, and all members receive a copy, as 
it was of interest to all. It was decided to have one prepared for 
the Proceedings. 

Mr. Henderson (F.) reported progress in the matter of the new 

Building Bye-laws. 
The chief points of difference now were the definition and ap-

plication of the term "a habitable room," and lighting thereof, 
the factor of safety of wood floors, and the embodying in the 
city bye-laws of Government regulations, such as the Board of 
Health and Factory regulations. This was regarded of such 
importance that a motion was carried, moved by Mr. J. G. Beaver 
(F.), and seconded by Mr. Wm. Shields (F.), viz., "That this 
Institute protest against the embodying of Government regula-
tions in the Building regulations of the city of Melbourne, as the 
former can be altered rapidly by Order-in-Council, whilst the lat-
ter requires a more lengthy procedure, and it is desirable to avoid 

conflicting authority." 
Mr. Haddon proposed that a shorthand clerk be employed 

to take full notes of discussions, but the meeting did not sup- 

port him. 
The Chairman then called on Mr. Campbell to read Mr. 

Klingender's paper (he being unavoidably absent). 

"I will open with a few introductory remarks myself, after 

which I will read Mr. Klingender's paper, who unfortunately can- 
[not 
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not be here to-night himself ; then I will ask members to add their 
own experiences, and last Mr. Irwin to give some of his experi- 
ences of interesting examples in the Old Country. The subject 
might be dealt with under two heads, solid floors, such as tiles, 
stone, brick, asphaltes, etc., and wooden floors. 

"Under the first we have tiles, thin pieces of earthenware 
coloured to design forming a hard surface, laid on a concrete bed. 
They have the disadvantage of being many-jointed, and I am told 
that they shrink often after being laid, through internal chemical 
processes, the light coloured or buff being the worst, owing to 
being less burnt. They can be made here in Melbourne of good 
quality and colour, and if true in shape and thickness give a good 
floor, though the joints are a disadvantage in sanitary work. 
Marble is often used instead, but also has the joints, and when in 
different colours wears unevenly. Tiles often effloresce when 
newly laid, a defect which wears off in time. Another solid floor 
is called Terrazzo, which is really a concrete floor, with marble 
chips pressed in and ground smooth, when in pattern it is a form 
of Mosaic. This is also apt to crack, owing to shrinkage in 
cement. It is the stock floor of Italy, where it forms rather a 
cold landing place when jumping out of bed. 

"Asphaltes form a durable floor, not likely to crack, but dark 
in colour for internal work, and liable to be dented by furniture 
or goods. 

Tar paving is a cheap substitute, but its quality is greatly a 
matter of chance, as the tar varies in its chemical constituents. 
Distilled tar, of course, is superior, but the distilling is not a 
defined process, and varies greatly in extent. The grading of 
the metal is of importance, and tar paving, from being a hap- 
hazard process, should be a careful scientific process to get even 
results. A similar floor is called "Pasta Romano" in Spain, and 
is of ancient origin. 

Then there are several patent processes, such as Arkilite, 
Granolithic, and other floors of cement, concrete, chemicalb 
treated and coloured. 
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Ægypto is another coating, taking the place of asphalte, in 
the composition of which wood fibre largely enters. It is springy 
and elastic, can be coloured, and is often used on top of hessian 
over a wood floor in the cheaper hospital work, although, of 
course, a concrete bed is more desirable. 

"Concrete, with rendering of cement, coloured with oxide 
and B.S. dust, I have used, with certain disadvantages, but 
fairly satisfactory. 

"Brick is rough and difficult to clean. It has a pretty effect 
outside in gardens and streets, and I was greatly struck with its 
colour at Deniliquin, where the pavements are a fine red brick 
herring bone, contrasting with the green gardens there." 

?ïÌ 

.a~ ' r~j ~~ :•~~`~: 

IG 

[Some 



SOME WOOD FLOORS AND 
THEIR TREATMENT. 

F. L. KLINGENDER (F.). 

"IN bringing before you this evening the subject of some wood 
I floors and their treatment, I desire to do so more for the 

purpose of promoting a discussion than with the idea of 
introducing to you any special matters, except a few which 

have come under my notice during actual practice. 
"During the last few years a great deal has been said about 

the propriety of supporting local productions, and it is on the 
subject of Tasmanian and other hardwood floors that I wish par-
ticularly to make a few remarks. 

About four years ago, I believe, the first blue gum floors were 
laid down here, and the impression created in my mind by the 
appearance of the floor after being dressed off, treated with am-
monia, oiled and wax-polished, was most favourable. The surface 
was "satiny," and to the lay mind the floor might have been of 
oak. 

I have seen these floors laid down, and everything done in the 
way of dressing off, staining, and waxing, and the result was 
somewhat the colour of a paling fence which was well weathered. 

I found that this was due to the omission of the oil, which 
brings up and deepens the grain. 

There sprung up a great demand for Tasmanian blue gum 
in consequence of the success of these first few floors, and another 
result was that the demand being unexpected, the supply fell 
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short, and blue gum or messmate from the Otway Forest found 
its way into the market. 

This timber has not the good qualities of the Tasmanian, 
and has other defects of its own, principally Licteus Brunneus, 
generally known as Borer, which I will mention further on. 

A peculiarity of blue gum floors is that, if well seasoned, they 
should not be laid in the summer, and, if not well seasoned, they 
should not be laid at all. In the case of the well-seasoned wood, 
if laid in the summer and well cramped up, the boards swell owing 
to the moisture of winter, and the floor rises in the form of a bow. 
On the upper floors this is not noticeable, but on the ground 
floors it causes every piece of furniture to shake and rattle, and 
necessitates wedging up under the joists. This is often difficult 
to do, owing to the want of space under the floor. Of course, we 
cannot select exactly the right weather or time of year to do our 
building operations, otherwise there would be few defects, an•d 
an architect's life would be a most enviable one. But I have noticed 
that small matters like a shaky floor, or a bell which will not 
ring, cause more trouble to the client, and of necessity to the 
architect, than something of a really much more important nature. 

Before I leave the blue gum to swell or shrink, as it apparently 
must do one or the other, I would like to mention the fact that 
borer is being introduced into our houses in large numbers. A 
good deal of it comes in the hardwood from the Healesville dis-
trict, but it is very prevalent in blue gum. 

I have tried a number of remedies, kerosene, carbolineum, 
and corrosive sublimate'. The latter I believe to be effective, and 
it is my opinion also that if the undersides of the floor boards 
were brushed over with carbolineum before being laid, it would be 
a wise and effective precaution. 

Our choice of flooring timbers in this country is limited prac-
tically to the imported deals, kauri, blue gum, and jarrah, with 
occasionally a floor of rimu. In Sydney the tallow wood is largely 
used for factory and warehouse floors, and wears exceedingly 
well. Kauri, with its shrinking nature, is too well known to 

[require 
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require comment, and I hardly like to speak about rimu, as my 
experience in this wood is limited, but I shall be pleased if the 
mention of it here will produce some enlightening remarks later 
on. I wish to put a strong case forward for the more extensive 
use of parquet floors for residential work. There is a class of 
parquet obtainable, consisting of small pieces of oak, walnut, etc., 

inch thick, laid to a design, and backed with strong canvas. 
This has the butting edges free, and the floor may be rolled up 
for convenience of carriage. The great advantage of this material 
is, that it may be laid down on old floors, and the thickness is so 
slight that it is not necessary to cut down the floor below it. Of 
course the real parquet is immensely superior, but it necessitates 
such alterations, when applied to existing buildings, as to make it 
exceedingly expensive. A great advantage which parquetry pos-
sesses, and which is not generally recognised, is that valuable 
rugs and carpets will wear much longer than if laid on an or-
dinary floor. 

I would like, before leaving the subject, to say a word or 
two about secret nailing. Occasionally we are asked by clients 
to adopt this method in connection with kauri flooring. 	Per- 
sonally I do not favour it, as I believe that the fixing is not suf-
ficient, too much dependence being placed upon the wood itself. 
A kauri floor well cramped and nailed, and the nails punched and 
stopped, and the floor well dressed off, will make sure of good 
results where the other system may be in doubt. 

In conclusion, I would emphasise the desirability of natural 
finish to our floors (that is, where suitable woods are used), as 
against stain and varnish and other similar horrors. 



A FEW NOTES ON SOLID 
FLOORS, ANCIENT AND 
MODERN. 

By C. A. IRwIN. 

I
N the Midland and Northern Counties of England at the present 

day it is the custom for the hall or passage of even small 
houses to be floored with tiles or flags. This custom invariably 

holds good in these districts, although the idea seems to have 
been altogether abandoned in the districts around London, perhaps 
on account of expense. Undoubtedly in earlier times most halls 
or even entrances were differently floored to the rest of the build-
ing, and this custom prevails at the present day in the North. 
Even the most economical speculative builder would never think 
of omitting this feature from his plan. Very likely he has never 
seen any other method. In the small houses in the northern 
towns the living room, which is the kitchen, red tiles give a clean 
and cheery effect. These tiles, I may mention, are about .a foot 
square in size, red in colour. It is interesting to me to remember 
that I saw the floor of an old church in Kent paved with similar 
plain tiles, and that the effect was good. 

The effect in the kitchens of small houses compares very 
favourably with a modern floor covered with cheap linoleum. 
It is attractive to the tenant, saves floorcloth, and looks nice. In 
the old houses in Derby the halls are generally flagged. The 
effect is not so cheery, but the idea of the hall being an entrance 
is duly expressed, and one has no hesitation in getting rid of 
such superfluities as wet leggings, umbrella or mackintosh before 

[entering 
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entering the more elegant parts of the house. The furniture of 
the halls is in harmony with the idea, and consists perhaps of a 
settle and muniment chest, guns, etc. 

Quite a different kind of floor was laid in the carriage en-
trance to the Midland Railway Hotel in Manchester. This floor 
was covered with india rubber, four inches thick, and formed a 
noiseless entrance for vehicles to the interior of the building. This 
was one of the many varieties of floors I saw laid during my ex-
perience on the Midland railway staff. It may be interesting 
to note that during the excavation for this building, which meant 
clearing away all the old foundations of former structures, that 
a distinct Roman road was found formed on the rock on which the 
hotel was built. This was about 3o feet below road level. The 
marks of the chariot wheels were plainly to be seen. In connec-
tion with this hotel it might be useful to refer to the fireproof 
floors in use there and generally all over England. The con-
struction of these floors varies very considerably from those in 
use in Melbourne. Earthenware tubes carrying the concrete over 
leave a sort of dovetail key on the undersill for the plaster. The 
span from joist to joist of steel is eft. 2 in. , and by this means a very 
shallow floor is obtainable without the use of wooden ceiling 
joists. A shallow floor is a consideration in a many storied build-
ing in reducing the height, and I just mention this en passant, 
as I see no reason why these tubes should not be made here in 
the future. 

I remember in Surrey a summer house the floor of which was 
formed of flag stones in patterns, the intervening spaces being 
filled up with pebbles laid in cement. This was the work of a 
village genius, and an example of what may be done in using 
local material and workmanship. This is done in England to a 
very large extent by the owners of large estates, with very good 
results. Nearly all the work on the Duke of Norfolk's estate in 
North Derbyshire is done in this way, including the residence, 
Derwent Hall. 

Modern churches are often floored with tiles, but the original 

f 
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idea of tiles being used for floors in churches was a monumental 
one, and the tiles were turaldic, and the design generally related 
to the donor. That is the reason we don't find complete designs 
for an entire floor, but rather compartments of different designs 
separated by bands of striped black and white tiles, most certainly 
intended for the express purpose of separating the patterns and 
at the same time forming a harmonious whole. In this direction 
a fascinating study opens up to the lover of art and history. 

Modern encaustic tiles used in our ecclesiastical and other 
buildings are disappointing and monotonous, producing some-
thing the effect of linoleum. There are not many churches in 
England where the tiled floors have been left undisturbed ; on the 
contrary very few examples remain, but enough to be certain of 
their intention. Morley Church in Derbyshire, the Tetzolan 
Chapel in Arundel, and Chipstead Church in Kent have still their 
tiled floors. There was a tiled floor in the Chapel at Castle 
Rising in Norfolk, but the tiles have been taken out, and now 
form the back of a fireplace, which fireplace was originally a 
Norman doorway, very richly and beautifully ornamented. This 
door I think was the original entrance to the Banquetting Hall, 
now without a floor, which latter one can say little about excepting 
that it was doubtless of stone, and supported by vaulting, as the 
piers remain. While speaking of this building, the access from 
the outside to the interior is a stone stairs in two straight flights 
with the landing half way. Over this landing is an arch with a 
hole in the apex and standing room for a man with a spear. The 
intention of this is obvious and authentic. It was for the summary 
disposal of undesirable visitors, and save them essaying the further 

flight. If the guardian of the castle proved unsuccessful with the 
spear there was a futher provision for his reception at various 
intervals. I would strongly recommend this neighbourhood to any 
tourist who should happen to be in Norfolk, for Castle Rising 
Church, though little known, is the richest example of a Norman 
front that I know; very small but very beautiful. 

The chapel I spoke of previously in the castle, and is one 
[of 
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of the rooms in the building. Overhead is the Queen's bedroom. 
The most interesting passage in the annals of Rising is its connec-
tion with Isabella, the queen just mentioned. During the minority 
of Edward III., Isabella and Mortimer ruled England, but when 
the king reached the age of i8, he imprisoned his mother in the 
castle for the rest of her life. Now the village policeman sleeps 
in the bedroom, and he and a washerwoman have undisputed sway 
over this castle, once the abode of nobles and monarchs. The 
policeman when I was there, and no doubt who is there now, was 
no unworthy tenant of even a castle. He was a young, fine-looking 
man, 6 ft. 6 in. in height, and seemed to fit in very well with his 
surroundings. 

Many of the tiles unearthed in London bear Roman initials, 
indubitable antiquities from the very heart of London, and the mag-
nitude of the subject as a contribution to history becomes obvious 
when we remember that the Roman dominion extended over four 
centuries. The importance of these tiles is very great, and their 
interest exceptional from the fact of their being the only reference 
which occurs in the form of an inscription, inscribed stones of this 
period being very rare. 

This reminds of a group of tiles bearing the rose and lily of 
Jacobean origin, and this is important to remember as another 
period when the first really comfortable houses of English design 
and ideas were built—perhaps, to be quite correct, a little before 
this, in Queen Elizabeth's reign—but it is a very important epoch 
to remember in connection with house designing and building. 

So that all these designs and emblems on tiles and other 
materials have been and were intended for the use of future 
generations in compiling and being certain of history. When we 
think of it, it seems the right spirit to work in, so as to leave 
records behind us. 

The upper floors in the houses in the country districts in 
England are often finished in concrete instead of floor boards—
it is done now in the least accessible districts—in earlier times 
was generally in some districts perhaps sparsely supplied with 
wood for floors, but available timber for beams and joists. 
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Referring once more to tiled floors, I had forgotten that 
a friend of mine had a commission to investigate the ruins of an 
ancient building at Sheetley on Thames. He found the complete 
foundation of a monastery, and some very fine tile flooring. I also 
remember on one occasion visiting an old priory in the West of 
England. I was in quest of antiquities. I found a complete mon-
astery used as a farm house. Somewhere in the i7th century a floor 
had been put in the nave of the church, forming an upper story, 
and the rooms were panelled in oak. The farmer who lived in 
this monastic ruin was well to do, and was pleased to act as a 
guide to the building, which included refectory, referred to by 
the farmer as where "the monks did use to dine to," cloisters, 
tithe barn, and a fine perpendicular tower. I mention this old 
building as unusual, as being used as a domestic dwelling from 
such an early period, and that the path of study in the direction of 
antiquities is full of interest and pleasure to the wayfarer. 

Of the North County farm houses, or yeomen's houses, that 
is men who held their own land, are still comfortable dwellings, 
the ground floors are generally flagged, and they are always 
ornamented with a pattern done in chalk, the design being re-
newed each time after cleaning. The chalk design bears evidence 
of Scandinavian pattern. 

The floors of our churches are historic in other respects than 
of tiles, brasses and inscribed stones being a pavement that may 
be studied with interest and reverence. 

My intention was, however, more particularly to shew that 
tiles have been used from time immemorial for halls and entrances, 
and to suggest that this might be a tradition to follow, and an 
industry to develop. 

I notice since reading this paper (which is a drop in the ocean 
compared to the subject) that a beautiful tesselated pavement in 
splendid state of preservation, had been discovered at Castor, in 
Northhamptonshire, Castor being the site of a Roman camp, and 
the tiles belonging to a temple of Severus, the ruins of which have 
lately been excavated. 

[Mr. 
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Mr. E. A. Bates said he considered tiles out of place inside :a 
house. They were noisy, cold, and hard, and only suitable to 
public buildings. Parquetry was the most desirable floor, but 
was expensive. Tasmanian blue gum made a good floor, but often 
inferior woods were substituted, which when new are similar in 
appearance, and trouble arises. Jarrah, if well seasoned and oiled, 
made a good floor. He considered secret nailing of hardwoods 
likely to produce creaky floors. Rubber tiles were dirty and very 
expensive, although almost everlasting. 

Mr. J. G. Beaver said he had visited a house in Brunswick 
where the floors were of selected blue gum. They were laid in 
pattern, and were quite perfect. The doors, etc., were of jarrah 
in two thicknesses, all beautifully seasoned, and showing no signs 
of shrinkage. 

Mr. Sydney Wilson had used creosote on floors with good 
effect. It was also a precaution against borers. 

Mr. Anketel Henderson said he thought architects who made 
use of local timbers should get to per cent. commission. 

Good, well-seasoned blue gum was imported from Tasmania, 
but the demand soon cleared away the seasoned stuff. 	All the 
floor timber should be kept dry, and not laid till the roof was on. 
There was not sufficient time given to complete a building to do 
justice to it. In Sydney the Town Hall floor was not nailed down 
for two years after it was laid. A building is best finished in Feb-
ruary. Tiles are comfortless, and we want comfort now in the 
hall. They contract with the heat, and become loose. Asphalte 
induces swelling of the legs. Linoleum makes a good floor cover-
ing, elastic and jointless. 

Mr. Haddon thought the subjects of the papers showed the 
contrasts of old and new in an interesting way. 

In the old days the materials on the spot were used, and 
made the work interesting. Now foreign imports allow of a great 
variety. At exhibitions one sees many beautiful samples of pol-
ished woods and other materials, but in practice these are usually 
unattainable. 

A vote of thanks was moved to the writers of papers and the 
meeting closed. 



SUMMER HOLIDAY. A 
IMPRESSIONS OF A TRIP ABROAD. 

By W. LUCAS (F.), F.R.G.S. 

(Continued from May Issue.) 

ON GREECE'S SHORES. 

AFTER bidding my cabin companion (an Egyptian returning to 
Alexandria, where he pursued the business of a dispenser) 

"good-bye" about 6 a.m., I stepped ashore at Patras. Mounting 
the steps of the massive landing stage bareheaded, the first act 
upon the land that "in the great morning of the world the Spirit 
of God with might unfurled," was naturally one of reverence. 
That the dream of many days had been realised, it was impossible 
to conceive; and if ever one consciously felt his insufficiency to 

grasp the immediate future, it was at that point when unknown 
days and classic antiquity lay before me. Greeting the first shoe-
black who approached, I immediately did the two orthodox things 
in Greece, viz., patronised the town's morning papers, "The Pelo- 

[ponnesus " 
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ponnesus" and "Neologos," and had my boots attended to. It 
appeared the Greek was so keen on well-appointed boots that it 
was said in Athens that the ordinary citizen had he only to lepta 
(a penny) in the world, would spend half of it on having his boots 
polished, and the other half on a paper to read during the opera-
tion. And that would be repeated several times during the course 
of the day. Unable to read the paper, I held it while the boy most 
sedulously performed his duty. Probably never before had boots 
worn by me such a brushing, blacking, and polishing, and finishing 
in gentle rubbing. For this operation, and the removal of dust 
from the lower portion of the trousers, the cost was to lepta. 

In addition to news vendors and boot blacks, bread vendors, 
with rings of bread on sticks, and fruit trucks, were massed be- 
tween the landing stage and the railway station. 	There was 
novelty in regard to the railway service, in that while the station 
was on the far side of the road, the train was entered and took its 
departure from across the road near to the water. To the right, 
exceeding the usual Continental custom, chairs and refreshment 
tables extended beyond the pavement on to the roadway. 

Patras, which ranks next in size to Athens, lies at the base of 
a low isolated ridge, in the centre of which is an ancient fort; 
towards one end several buildings extend up its gradual slope to 
the summit. Along the foreshore of probably a mile stretch 
buildings of varying heights up to three and four stories. A flat 
dome and several tall chimneys were prominent, and most con-
spicuous were two towers, one having an illuminated clock, which, 
on nearing the anchorage, I read was five minutes past four. As 
in Corfu, the buildings had their frontages coloured in various 
tints, and the roofs were generally of stone tiles. 

The background of the town was a continuous valley, beyond 
which lay a mountain range considerably broken in outline towards 
the right. In the foreground was a fine breakwater pier, nearly 
a thousand feet long, with a lighthouse at the end on a spacious 
area. The area was railed in and well lighted, and on the even-
ing of my return voyage presented a mass of chairs occupied by 
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a good-humoured crowd delighting in the cool sea breezes. 	A 
four-funnelled, single-masted war cruiser, several steamers and 
some sailing craft lay in the anchorage. Patras, I learnt with in-
terest, was represented in the House of Deputies by one of its 
young lawyers, who stood out prominently in an assemblage of 
orators, both for his eloquence and administrative ability. 	En- 

tering the train for Athens, it was noticed the carriages were built 
in France—the second class, by which I travelled, being very 
comfortably upholstered in blue cloth. In the compartment be-
sides myself were two young Greeks. I think their ages would 
be about three-and-twenty, though they were possessed of a large 
measure of boy-like humour, and during the journey delighted 
themselves with humming and singing, and occasional romping. 
Soon after the train started, two ticket inspectors came aboard to-
gether and separately inspected, and separately clipped, each 

ticket. 
On the north side of the Gulf of Corinth ranges of mountains 

rose immediately from the water's edge. On the south, the side 
on which we travelled, there was a low foreshore of say half a mile 
in width, gradually rising into hilly country. A walled town on 
one of the steep slopes of the northern side, and a collection of 
houses on the beach of a circular bay on the southern shore, were 
picturesque features. And that circular bay was but the prelude 
to a series of such bays, charmingly arranged with mathematical 
precision. Then in country, mainly fir-clad, precipitating to the 
water's edge, the railway lay through a cutting. Soon isolated 
masses of rock rising from the undulating south side drew atten-
tion. Several massive road bridges of stone spanned wide pebbly 
river beds, then either perfectly dry or having a trickling stream 

of a few feet in width. 
Passing through an extensive currant plantation, one was re-

minded that it was to the mainland and the islands of Greece 
that the whole world looked annually for its currant supply. And 
it seems that despite ardent attempts to acclimatise the little vine, 
it fails to grow elsewhere. (At that point I took as my first 

[morning 
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morning Scripture reading in Greece the 17th chapter of Acts 
relating to St. Paul's visit.) Buildings of stone rubble construc-
tions, mainly commonplace in des'gn, showed occasionally bits of 
good detailing. A little colour was in evidence, the favourite 
tints for the station buildings being a ground of pronounced blue, 
with dressings of white. The roofing was of semi-circular tiles, 
generally hipped, with stones placed on either side of the hips 
for greater security. These Gulf-shore stations were little centres 
of considerable interest. At each there was the milk goat tied 
to a tree. At some men moved with a large black bob of wool 
upon the turned up toes of their boots; while others, well up in 
years, wore short skirts over their trousers. Ministers of religion 
had hats with the broad brim uppermost. 

The delightfully charming boy of the country was soon in 
evidence, clambering on to the footboard and peering into the 
carriage windows. In the neighbourhood of IEgean were several 
small sailing craft, stacks of timber on pier and wharf, and some 
workshops, in which box-making was proceeding. 	Ere long it 
was realised that intense cultivation prevailed, as hillsides pos-
sessing hardly any depth of soil were literally clad with clusters of 
dwarf bushy trees, in addition to the currant vine. 

And then the waters of the Gulf, hitherto one shade of indigo, 
were shot with varied hues of that tint, as well as splashed with 
patches of pale green. Sometimes one, and sometimes the other 
colour predominated. Diakophto was reached; and more and 
more picturesque became the shores of Greece as mulberry and 
eucalyptus trees, bushes of pink and of purple flowers were con-
tributed to the landscape. Through a station courtyard, filled 
with occupants at refreshment tables, there was afforded a glimpse 
of a bold gorge, with almost perpendicular sides, after the man-
ner of Howick in Natal, or Katoomba in New South Wales, that 
opened at its base right on to the station—a truly magnificent 
sight. At that point the waters of the Gulf were probably half a 
mile away. 

86 
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TOWARDS ATHENS. 

Beween Diakophto and Xylokaston there lay an almost un-
naturally beautiful succession of scenes—landscapes and sea-
scapes. Jutting beach land, composed of purple trees, green 
bushes, ochre bank and yellow sandy beach, were seen set in 
a green watery fringe that extended far out beyond the point of 
the main land; so that the whole appeared to float upon the indigo 
waters. Then there was the play of the haze upon the more dis-
tant hills of the north; the gentle lapping of boulders, and of the 
pebbly or of the sandy beach, by the gentlest of pearl-like bil-
lows ; and the deeply rutted hills, the effects of mountain torrents 
of the dim past. 

A bit especially effective was composed of a foreground of 
tall cypresses and a small boy in a striped blue tunic. The subject 
was a spit of land lapped by white breakers from waters of varied 
greens and blues, which was visible over a cottage of stone-
coloured tiles set amid cultivation; while the background was 
of brown and purple hills beneath a light blue sky, relieved with 
a few fleecy clouds. At points those waters of such infinite charm 
and beauty would be hidden from view, as if not to oversatiate. 
the eye, and tracts of stunted forest growth would intervene, 
with here and there a gnarled tree of great age. And now and 
then children with most tempting fruit sought to dispose of 
their basket treasures, so that occasionally the palate diverted 
the eye. The deliciousness of the peach, the pear, and particularly 
the currant grape, will not soon be forgotten. At Xylokaston 
two of the finest eucalyptus trees I had seen outside Australia 
arrested attention. The foliage was especially thick and fresh 
looking, and bore every sign of being at home on the Gulf of 

Corinth. 
Beyond Eucla, the half of a well-sculptured marble lion-head, 

crowning a rural gate post of wood, was very suggestive. But 
towards mid-day the climax of all that water and land were pre-
pared to present appeared to be dawning. The Gulf waters by 
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a sharp line divided, apparently equal in width, into a light green 
to the south and a purple to the north. Yet the water that rip- 
pled into a crescent bay near by was not an uniform green, but 
a variety of hues, including dashes of purple. At Dimenion the 
sun reached its zenith, and then there was a play of inexpressible 
gradations of light and shade upon the diverse mountain features of 
the south; and an equally unique series of blues and greens, inter-
spersed with crested billows, upon the waters. Superlative refine-
ment prevailed. 

We had reached the Corinthian Bay, the scene of some of the 
world's earliest naval victories, achieved four hundred years 
before Christ, and upon whose shores stood Corinth, marshalled 
beneath the Temple of Apollo. But to Corinth, ancient and 
modern (which I afterwards visited), I must refer later. Cros- 
sing the narrow canal which pierced the isthmus the waters of 
Ægina were skirted on their northward side. It was then par- 
ticularly noticeable that the hills beyond the Gulf, which extended 
to the water's edge on the promontory that proudly possessed 
Mycenæ, were more thickly clad with cultivation than on the side 
we were traversing ; whilst the strip of land between the two gulfs 
was comparatively barren. There, at the head of the A Bean 
Gulf, lay the site of the ancient Cenchrea, where had existed 
one of the earliest Christian churches, and the busy seaport from 
which the great apostle of the Gentiles, after having his head 
shorn in connection with a vow, had taken departure for Ephesus. 
Moreover, it was the town of Phoebe, to whom was entrusted the 
honoured mission of bearing to the little church in the "Eternal 
City," St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans. 

The waters of that gulf, unlike those of that we had just 
left, approximated in colour to the ocean, though I thought the 
blue was probably denser, due to the brownness of the mountains. 
Its vast surface was uniformly slightly textured by a smart breeze, 
which restrained itself, however, from causing any indication of 
a ripple. Then offshoots of the Cyclades, which sprinkled the 
waters ; and the bit of engineering that devised and constructed 
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the ancient roadway skirting the steep side, commanded ,admira-
tion. Passing around a gaunt limestone mountain side, that 
loomed most ominously, as if to guard the rights of an enchanted 
land, Megara was reached. By far the largest town en route 
from Patras to Athens—a purely Greek settlement in the midst 
of an Albanian population—Megara was anciently a cloth-weaving 
district, and was still famed for its Easter Tuesday dances con-
tinued thrughout many generations. 

In addition to the customary local type of present-day houses, 
there were domes and ruined structures interlaced by white, well-
kept limestone roads. Two cemeteries were in close touch with 
the town, and on a mound towards the Gulf a pile that seemed a 

fortress. At that point the train dashed away from the shore 
line, but it was no easy task to get clear of such truly majestic 

waters. 
I was thinking thus when a shallow pool came into view, and 

no sooner had the thought crossed my mind when another glimpse 
of the Gulf between undulating lands, backed by distant hills 
of blue, picturesquely burst upon the vision. I had just noted 
that, when a lake-like expanse appeared, on the far boundary 
of which stood a large public building. Then hills were dis-
cerned on every hand, some intensely dark and sullen; and, next, 
a sheet of water of multi-varied tints enriched the scene. On a 
jutting foreshore stood Eleusis (or rather the town really seemed 
to float upon the waters as truly as did the solitary water-fowl 
near by), a fitting birthplace for Æschylus (B.C. 523), the time 
of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. The view culminated 
in a round mass and offshoots of plain masonry upon a stony 
hill-top, absolutely devoid of foliage, that lay just outside the 
town. The scene of the Eleusinian mysteries—the greatest sac-
rament of the religion of the ancient Greeks—was then domin-
ated by tall chimneys, which among their duties rendered service 

in soap manufacture! 
I understood that the original temple was destroyed by the 

Persians, and the ruins of massively wrought masonry then 
[visible 
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visible on the plateau (evidently of great antiquity) were of a 
building of the third century B.C. There were also remains of 
the entrance to the temple of Ceres, a dignified propyla, 
modelled on the lines of that of the Acropolis. Until the end of 
the fourth century of the Christian era the great festivals were 
maintained—one of the most inspiring features being a torchlight 
procession that passed along the sacred way towards Athens. 
And was it not Eleusis that Alaric and his Ostro-Goths pillaged 
when sparing Athens? At the railway station I had a most re-
freshing draught of lemonade, and plucked a floral sprig to 
retain as a memento of Æschylus. The country generally around 
Eleusis, with its stone-cropped hills and sparse vegetation, re-
minded me of the now historic Ladysmith. 

The feeling of similarity to the battlefields of Natal increased 
as undulating hills, some with steep crag-like sides, and others 
deeply chasm-cut, appeared with boulders, patches of scrub, and 
an occasional tree. With the coming of Kalybria the harshness 
of the scene was tempered. Fields of sugar cane (or maize) and 
areas of the familiar currant vine, were in evidence, forming 
oases in an extensive expanse of barren country. In the distance 
two large towns—the centre of one being a domed church, with 
twin towers—displayed themselves. 

As the afternoon was well advancing, and the pathway to 
the Acropolis well nigh traversed, I enquired of my two Greek 
co-travellers as to whether what could be seen were the outskirts 
of Athens. The answer was sufficiently expressed to show that 
in a few moments the supreme vision would be before me. Almost 
immediately at the base of a hill scattered over a large area, lay 
a town in the midst of foliage; and next the eye rested on the first 
sight of the Acropolis. 

"Then, out of thought's interior sphere 
That diadem rose to upper air. 
Nature gladly gave her space—
Adopted her into her race, 
And granted her an equal date 
With Andes and with Ararat." 
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With such a view, and realising as never before how :- 

"Earth proudly wears the Parthenon 
As the best gem upon her zone," 

it was impossible to see, or to think of anything else. However, 
the railway station on the N.W. boundary, near to the site of the 
olive groves of the Academy—the favourite resort of Plato and 
his pupils— 

"Where the Attic bird 
Trilled her thick-warbled notes the summer long," 

was happily reached, and Athens entered. 

(To be continued.) 

[R. V.I. A. 



R.V.I.A. ANNUAL COMPETITIONS, 
 1909. 

R.V.I.A. SILVER MEDAL. 

Open to all members and pupils of the profession who are 
serving or who have served their articles with an Architect, being 
a member of The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects, and who 
shall be under the age of 3o years on the 3oth day of June, 19o9. 

SUBJECT: A city building for letting as Doctors' and Den-
tists' rooms and Artists' studios; non-residential. 

SITE : Frontage, 5o  feet, facing North ; depth, 15o feet, with 
12 feet right-of-way at back. Building to consist of ground floor 
and four upper floors. No light area to be less than one quarter 
height in length or breadth. Floors divided into suites of various 
sizes. Accommodation for caretaker. 

MATERIALS : Optional 

Drawings to consist of plans of not less than three floors, one 
elevation, two sections, and half inch detail. Drawings in colour, 
without shading perspective in black and white, shaded line only. 

The Institute's Silver Medal will be awarded to the design 
adjudged first in order of merit. A prize of the value of £3 3s, 
with a special prize of Z2 2s., kindly donated by the President, 
Mr. E. A. Bates, to the design adjudged second, and a Certificate 
of Honourable Mention to the one adjudged third. 

The judging of all designs will be based upon the number 
of marks obtained. To enable a competitor to obtain first prize 
in the Silver Medal competition, he must succeed in obtaining 
not less than 66 per cent. in each of the following :— 
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FEDÉRAL PARLIAMENT 

HOUSE, MELBOURNE. 

Subject for Measured Drawing, 1909. 
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(a) Designing. 
(b) Construction. 
(c) Draughtsmanship ; and at least 75 per cent. of the 

total number of marks allotted. 

The maximum number of marks obtainable under each of 
the above headings will be as follows :- 

(a) Design and Plan-6o marks. 
(b) Construction-20. 
(c) Draughtsmanship-2o. 

R.V.I.A. BRONZE MEDAL. 
MEASURED DRAWINGS. 

Open to all students of the Institute and pupils of members 
of the R.V.I.A., such students and pupils to be under the age of 
25 years on the 3oth day of June, Igog. 

SUBJECT: The right hand doorway of the three central 
doorways off Loggia, Federal Parliament House, including 
lamp and all shown in photograph herewith. 

Drawings to consist of one plan above bases of column, one 
elevation, one section, half inch to the foot, and quarter full size 
drawings of principal moldings and ornaments. 

Competitors are not expected to take any measurements which 
cannot be obtained from the outside without opening the door. 

Drawings to be in clear ink lines, without shading. Section 
parts hatched with Indian Ink. 

Drawings to be accompanied by the original sketches and 
measurements taken on the ground. Elaboration of sketches not 
necessary. 

The Institute's Bronze Medal will be awarded to the draw-
ings adjudged first in order of merit. A prize of the value of 
£j2 2s., kindly donated by Mr. Percy Oakden, Vice-President, 
to the design adjudged second, and a Certificate of Honourable 
Mention to that adjudged third. The judging of all drawings 

[in 
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in this competition will be based upon the number of marks ob-
tained. To enable a competitor to win a first prize in the Bronze 
Medal Competition, he must succeed in obtaining at least 66 per 
cent. in each of the following :— 

(a) Original Sketches in field books. 
(b) Accuracy of Measurements. 
(c) Draughtsmanship. 

The maximum number of marks obtainable will be too, ap-
portioned as follows :- 

(a) Original Sketches in field book-25. 
(b) Accuracy of Measurement-15. 
(c) Draughtsmanship-6o. 

R.V.I.A. SKETCHES. 
Open to all members and students of the R.V.I.A., or pupils 

of such members. All competitors must be under the age of 3o 
on the 30th of June, 1909. 

SUBJECT: Sketches of two models to be placed in the rooms 
for the purpose. To be in pencil, each on half Imperial size paper. 

A prize of £z 2S. will be awarded to those judged first in 
order of merit; a prize of tos. 6d. to those adjudged second. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS. 
Competitors are to make a statutory declaration that the 

whole of the work in the drawings, and the taking of measure-
ments for measured drawings, is the work of their own hands, 
and that it has been done during the current year, and such de-
claration must be sent in with the drawings, and enclosed in the 
sealed envelope containing the name and address of the author. 

The drawings are to be submitted without motto or nom de 
plume, and are to be accompanied by a sealed envelope contain-
ing the name and address of the author, and delivered at the 
rooms of the Institute, 57-59 Swanston Street, Melbourne, ad- 

f 
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dressed to the Hon. Secretary, before 5 o'clock p.m. on the 22nd 

November, 1909. 
All drawings will be exhibited to the public if practicable. 

The drawings to remain the property of the competitors, and to 
be removed by them at their own expense when notified so to do. 

All drawings to be mounted on stretchers with plain coloured 
paper margins. 

The prizes, except the medals, will be awarded in profes-
sional books or instruments, to be selected by the successful com-
petitors and approved of by the Council. 

The Certificate of the Institute will accompany each prize. 
The Institute reserves the right to retain photographic or 

other reproductions of all the prize drawings. 
The winner of any first prize in any previous R.V.I.A, com-

petition shall not be eligible for, and is debarred from competing 
in, the same competition for 1909. 

By Order of the Council, 

WM. M. CAMPBELL, 

ACTING HON SECRETARY. 

57-59 Swanston Street, Melbourne, 
1st July, 1909. 

113ron3e sl)eaaC. 
NOTICE TO STUDENTS. 

Measured drawing only to include width from centre to centre 

of large columns of Loggia. 
Ladder may be obtained in basement from Mr. Lennox (care-

taker). To be returned at completion of day's work. 
Students may work at any time on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 

Saturdays, also from 4.3o Fridays, and on any morning up to 

1 o'clock, 
[Victorian 



VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL 
 STUDENTS' SOCIETY OF 

THE R.V.I.A. 
THIRD YEAR-1909. 

Meetings held from 8 to 10 p.m. in Institute Rooms, 57-59 

Swanston Street, Melbourne. 

OFFICE-BEARERS. 
President : 

MR. GORDON S. KEESING. 

Vice-President : 
MR. B. COULDERY WOODS. 

Hon. Secretary : 
MR. G. BLAKENEY CARR. 

Hon. Asst. Secretaries : 
MR. M. H. AH MOUY. 	MR. W. G. BRODIE. 

Treasurer: 
MR. P. H. MELDRUM. 

Committee: 
MR. R. SYNNOT. 	MR. M. H. AH MOUY. 
MR. O. B. KOCH. 	MR. W. G. BRODIE. 

MR. B. O. E. HAWKES. 

RULES, 

r.—The name shall be the "Victorian Architectural Students' 
Society" of the R.V.I.A. (V.A.S.S.) 

'1.—The Society shall be divided into three classes :— 

(a) The first shall consist of bona-fide Students of Archi- 
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tecture, who can prove they have undergone a thor-
ough general education, and shall be known as Pro-
bationers. 

(b) The second shall consist of Probationers who have 
passed the first year's course in Building Construc-
tion and Architecture at the Working Men's College, 
or an equivalent examination, and shall be known 
as Juniors. 

(c) The third shall consist of Juniors who have passed 
the third year's Building Construction and Architec-
ture at the Working Men's College, or an equivalent 
examination, and shall be known a Seniors. 

The present members of the V.A.S.S. shall be classed in 
three grades as follows :—Those who can prove they 
have undergone four years' thorough Architectural 
training, will form the class known as seniors. 
Those who can prove they have undergone two years' 
thorough training, will form the class known as 
Juniors, and the rest will constitute the Probationers' 
class. 

A Probationer may not remain in his class for more than 
one year, or a Junior in his class for more than two 
years, unless he can show a sufficient reason for 
doing so. 

in.—Any Architectural Student may become a Probationer 
if he be proposed by one member, seconded by another, and 
admitted by a majority at least three-fourths of those voting. 
Provided that his membership is approved by the R.V.f.A. Coun-
cil, and that he can prove, to the satisfaction of the Committee of 
the V.A.S.S., that he has undergone a thorough general educa-
tion. 

97 

iv.—The affairs of the Society shall be managed by a Presi-
dent, one Vice-President, Secretary, two Assistant Secretaries, 
Treasurer and Committee of five, who shall be appointed yearly. 

[The 
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The President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer being in-
cluded in the Committee, making a total of nine. Literary and 
Social, and Journal Sub-Committees may be appointed yearly from 
amongst the members of the Committee. The Presidents and Vice-
Presidents shall be elected from the Seniors of the Society, and the 
remaining officers from the Seniors and Juniors. The Secretary 
and Treasurer shall submit quarterly reports to the Hon. Secretary 
and Treasurer of the R.V.I.A. All offices shall be under the juris-
diction of the R.V.I.A. Council. 

v.—The subscription shall be, for Probationers, 2/6; for Jun-
iors, 5/-; and for Seniors, to/6 Members who are not also 
Students of R.V.I.A. may not use the Institute Library, unless 
they first give a guarantee, signed by a Member of the Council of 
the R.V.I.A. They also shall not be entitled to free copies of the 
Journal of Proceedings, or any other special privileges of Students 
of R.V.I.A. (Members in practice must not use library at all). 
No Architectural Student shall he eligible for membership until his 
subscription is paid, and any member who neglects to pay his 
subscription within one month of opening of each year, shall be 
liable to have his name excised from the roll. Notice of such 
liability to he given to the Member by the Secretary. 

vi.—The names of the whole membership shall be submitted 
to the Council of the R.V.I.A. at the beginning of each year, as 
well as the names of new members at the time of their election. 

vu.—The meetings of the Society shall commence at 8 p.m. 
and close at to p.m., and shall consist of lectures, debates, essays, 
&c., and shall be arranged with the Hon. Secretary of the 
R. V. I. A. 

vim—The year shall be concurrent with the year of the 
R.V.I.A., and the Annual Meeting shall he held in February of 
each year. 

tx.—A Special General Meeting shall be called at any time by 
the Secretary on the recommendation of the Committee, or upon 
the request of six members of the Society. 

~ 
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SYLLABUS of the V.A.S.S. of the R.V.I.A. 

Third Year-1909. 

May 18—Paper by Mr. J. J. Clark, F.R.V.I.A.: "The Method of Archi-
tectural Study." Music. 

June 15—Journal Night. Discussion of Journal and Special Business. 
July 6—Lecture by Mr. W. Fyvie : " Demonstration of the Welding and 

Cutting of Metals by the Oxy Acetylene Process." 
Aug. 17—Lecture by Mr. W. E. L. Wears : "Foundations." 
Sept. 21—Lecture by Mr. A. M. Henderson : " History of Architecture." 
Oct. 19—Lecture by Lieutenant Col. Monash : " Reinforced Concrete" 

(with special reference to the new city building regulations). 
Nov. 16—Lecture by Mr. Geo. Vincent : " Heating." 
Dec. 14—Lecture by Mr. Mather : " Notes on the Use of the Pencil." 
Jan. 12—Lecture by Mr. C. A. Irwin : " 16th and 17th Century Domestic 

Architecture in England." 
Feb. 13—Social. Closing Night. 

The rules of the V.A.S.S. of the R.V.I.A. for this year differ 
materially from the Society's old ones. After two years' steady 
progress it was found that the membership had grown to such 
an extent, and the functions of the Society become so enlarged 
that new arrangements were necessary. The chief alteration is 
the division of members into three grades. Certificates will be 
issued to each of these, and as the qualification is the passing 
of the various Working Men's College examinations these should 
prove valuable testimonials. Also by this system it is possible to 
discriminate between the members, and to hold separate competi-
tions for the beginners. Another advantage is that any non-
workers must drop out of the membership. Lastly the Society's 
financial position is greatly improved by having different fees for 
each grade, and the R.V.I.A. Council have agreed to hand over 
to the V.A.S.S. the subscriptions of any of their students who 
also belong to the Society. 

[In 
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In the office-bearers another important alteration is seen. 
Although with an increased revenue the work of the officers is 
lessened, it was felt that it would be a great help to elect a 
President and Vice-President from among the students. The 
former occupants of these positions, being members of the Insti-
tute, were unable to take an active interest in the Society's busi-
ness, and as the officers have only their spare time in which to 
transact this, it will be seen that every effort has to he made 
to minimise their work. 

This year the new regime has worked splendidly. At one 
meeting 8o per cent. of the members attended, and as soon as 
all the arrangements necessitated by the new rules have been 
completed, the Society will be able to settle down to a steady 
course of progress and usefulness. 



REVIEWS OF NEW 
 BOOKS. 

JOURNAL OF THE R.I.B.A., VOL. XV. Third Series, 
Fourth Quarterly Part, Comprising Nos. 16 to 21. 

English and Italian Garden Architecture.—The author, 
Thomas H. Mawson (H.A.), in describing the differences between 
the gardens of these countries, shows the reasons why attempts to 
introduce the Italian garden into England have never met with 
much success. Climatic conditions, with different descriptions of 
trees, shrubs and flowers, conduce to the formation of a totally 
different type of garden. The architectural setting of Italian gar-
dens, with their endeavours to produce a "cool" effect, when at-
tempted in England, as at Trentham Hall (Sir Charles Barry's 
great work), with its classical treasures collected at such enormous 
pains to carry out the illusion, gives a result not worth imitation. 
The charm of an English garden is its refreshing carpet of green 
grass, which is the envy of the foreigner, and the ever refreshing 
delight of those "who have had to be absent in other lands." 
There are the flowers and the other essentials to our home gardens, 
but if the restful note is absent, good-bye to the illusion. 	In 
Italian gardens, on the whole, there is an abundance of material, 
and the "house" is often the most restful note of the whole 
scheme, coupled with its green cypress hedges. After the fierce 
sun of June, the earth parches, and only a few extreme sun-de-
lighting flowers, such as geraniums (which, the author admits, 
are likewise the glory of the hot Australian summer) and a few 
sub-tropical flowers flourish best when they can gain a welcome 
shadow from a friendly wall or hedge. Therefore an abundance 
of adornment in the shape of walls, balustrades, fountains, and 
statuary becomes a necessity, supplying the interest which grass 
and flowers yield in English gardens. It is a common trait in 
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human nature to seek beauty afar, to prize it only because it is 
costly, and to disdain that which is +accessible. The article 
is well worth attention, because in Australia we have Italian con-
ditions of climate and a sombre landscape generally, combined with 
a love for that which is English ; whilst we have not the money 
to spare for garden walls, balustrades, and statuary, which are 
found so extensively in the older Italian gardens. 	Australian 
gardens are as yet in process of formation, and we shall have to 
work out our own type. Our troubles are largely added to by the 
variableness of our seasons. Climatically, we know not what 
a day may bring forth. A hot wind may arise, and in a few 
hours destroy almost every bloom in the garden. Yet, if water 
be available for irrigation, the powers of recuperation are so 
active in Australia that the damage is soon put right. 	It is far 

easier to cultivate a garden in the middle of the city of Melbourne 
than in many of the manufacturing towns of England. By the 
recent removal of the fences from around the Melbourne reserves, 
the city has become greatly benefited during recent years, whilst 
the formation of gardens along the centres of wide roadways 
and in otherwise waste corners, has given a dash of colour to 
our streets, suggestive of coolness and shade, exercising an 
ennobling influence on our population generally. 

Selinus, a Dorian colony in Sicily, is a study for the restora-
tion of a Greek city of the 6th and 5th centuries B.C., by Jean 

Hulot, architect, Grand Prix de Rome, 1904, medaille d'Honneur, 
Salon, 1907, is the subject of a paper by M. Gustave Fougeres, 
sometime member of the French School at Athens, and Professor 
of Greek literature at the University of Paris (Sorbonne). Selinus 
was a Greek colony in the south of Sicily, founded 628 B.C. by 
the Dorians of Megara Hyblæa, a town situate to the north of 
Syracuse. The history of Selinus was as short as it was brilliant. 
The city existed but two centuries, and was unceasingly at war 
with its neighbours of Segasta, but, supported by the friend-
ship of the Carthaginians, it rapidly attained a higher degree of 
prosperity, due, doubtless, to its situation and to the fertility 
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of its territory. Its harbours faced Carthage, from which they 
were only separated by a strait 287 miles in width ; the ships 

of the time, with a favouring wind, could make the passage in 
three days. Selinus must especially have enriched itself by com-
merce with Libya. At the date of the Peloponnesian war, in 413 
B.C., it was already the third city in Sicily, and its temples were 
gorged with treasure. It was the quarrel with Segasta which was 
the cause of the ill-fated expedition of the Athenians to Sicily. 
After their defeat, Segasta appealed to the Carthaginians, who 
with true Punic faith, forgetting their old alliance with Selinus, 
and tempted by its riches, came and besieged it. They took pos-
session after a cruel siege, directed by Hannibal, the son of Gisco, 
and sacked and destroyed it, with the exception of the temples, 
in 409 B.C. Shortly afterwards Hermocrates, the Syracusan, 
installed himself in the Acropolis, rebuilding and completing its 
fortification, and forming a small new town, from which he raided 

the interior. Subsequently this town, reduced to the condition of 
a village, reverted to Carthage, and was uneventful until 249 B.C., 
when it was finally destroyed by its masters, and abandoned. In 
the Middle Ages the Saracens and Byzantines founded a small 
outpost on its ruins. In the loth and 11th century a violent earth-
quake shook down the remains of the great temples, and these 
overwhelmed in their fall the huts of the Byzantine hamlet. The 
site became a jungle, and sand dunes covered the very crest of 
the Acropolis, and buried the ruins. A luxurious growth of vege-
tation invaded the houses and streets, hiding everything but the 
heaped fragments of the temples and fortifications. 	A fauna of 
black snakes, vipers, and lizards swarmed among the stones, 
whilst on the lower ground the water courses, choked by the sand 
hills, transformed the valleys into pestilential swamps, reeking 

with malaria. 	In 1822-3 two English architects, Harris and 
Angell, discovered Selinus, and the revelation of its ruins to the 
world of scholars is their work. Harris became a martyr of 
science, and was killed by the marsh fever. 	Hittorff and Zanth 

immediately took up the work in 1824, which has been continued 
[under 
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under the Italian Government by Cavallari (1864-83), Patricolò 
(1881-91), and Salinas (1891 to the present time). The ruins 
have now been rendered intelligible, and the town, with its 
streets and temples, and the fortifications of Hermocrates, have 
been exposed. It is of this ruined city that M. Hulot has given us 
a restoration, which is made the clearer by a large number of illus-
trations. The whole work will be published later on by Schmid 
(Paris). The fortified city was divided as to its length by a great 
street running straight from north to south, 23 feet 4 inches 
wide, and as to its width, by seven or eight transverse streets, 
cutting the first at right angles, and dividing the houses into 
nearly equal blocks, the plan having a remarkable similarity to 
the plans of Australian and American cities. This Acropolis, 440 
yards long and 17o to 340 yards wide, could hardly have con-
tained more than 4000 or s000 inhabitants, and the large sacred 
edifices must therefore have been mainly supported by a popula- 
tion housed without the fortified city. 	The ruins of its eleven 
temples, which constitute the glory of Selinus, are divided into 
three groups. In the Acropolis are six temples of the tutelary 
divinities of the city ; on a hill to the east are three temples con-
secrated to the heavenly gods, Apollo and Hera among them ; 
on the side of another hill to the west, is the sanctuary, with 
two temples of the goddess of the infernal regions, Demeter, 
whilst its western position would seem to be a reminiscence of 
the under-world cult of Egypt. Several of these temples were 
gigantic. One, the temple of Apollo, 133 yards long, is quite 
monstrous, evincing an almost insane pride on the part of the 
Selinuntians, and is a delirium of stone without parallel, even in 
Greece. The most ancient temples are of Doric energy of archaic 
expression of the heroic simplicity of its patriotic and religious 
faith, and the astonishing vigour of this Hellenic offshoot in the 
west. The colony, it appears, some hundred years or so after its 
foundation, devoted to the profit of its gods a tremendous pro-
portion of its riches. The pictures illustrating the article are 
really panoramic, and are relieved by an imaginative note and by 
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details of an ingenious actuality. An appreciation of the work 
by Mr. Phene Spiers concludes the article. 

The Franco-British Exhibition of Science, Arts and Industries, 
London, 1908, by J. Nixon Horsfield (A.), is an illustrated article 
containing a description of the buildings, singly and in com-
bination. The names of the architects, British and French, are 
given, but only a portion of the buildings are illustrated, as all 
the plates were not ready for publication. If the remaining plates 
are published in a subsequent issue a complete record from an 
architect's standpoint will be obtained of this most interesting 
exhibition. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity, Twynham, commonly called 
Christ Church Priory, Hampshire, is a paper by G. J. Coombs, 
A.R.C.A., London, who, after an evident collection of data, both 
of a historic and constructive nature, and by a selection of draw-
ings, clearly describes the Norman, Early English, Decorated, 
and Perpendicular work, all of which is in a fine state of preser-
vation. On the whole, the necessary restorations during the 
last century appear to have been carried out in the spirit of con-
servation. After describing the buildings (which date from 
Saxon times), the author calls attention to the fittings, and de-
scribes the magnificent stone reredos (34 feet high by 18 feet 
wide) as being probably unsurpassed by any in England, although 
many of its niches are now without statuary. The present build-
ing (which is used as a parish church) was commenced by Ralph 
(or Ranule) Flambard, Dean of Christchurch, upon a Saxon 
foundation (improbably) attributed to Athelstan. In 115o the 
secular canons held the church, and afterwards the Augustinian 
canons, the church becoming part of an Augustinian priory. 
As a consequence of the dissolution of the monasteries, the church 
was handed over to the parish by a grant to the churchwardens 
on 23rd October, 1540, and since then practically all building 
operations have been restorations. By being thus handed over, 
the church was saved from destruction, the lot of many similar 

[buildings 
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buildings of the period. The domestic buildings and cloisters 
belonging to the monastery gradually disappeared, and now there 
are no traces of them, except a house, formerly the porter's 
lodge, which was built by one of the priors in the i6th century. 
The paper is of a thorough nature, and will well repay perusal 

by the student of English Gothic. 

The Parthenon and its Influence on the Architecture of the 
Classic Revival.—Prof. Gourley, B.Sc. (A.), of Glasgow and West 
of Scotland Technical College, describes briefly the topography 
of ancient Athens, obtaining much of his information from Pen-
rose's great work "The Principles of Athenian Architecture," 
the source being duly acknowledged. It is long since so much 
dealing with the historic matter, design and construction has 
been compressed into a few pages, or has been more graphically 
illustrated. The lighting of the Parthenon has long puzzled in-
vestigators, and theory after theory has been advanced and dis-
carded. Professor Gourley's theory is that the ceiling, carried 
on horizontal battens, was of Parian marble tiles, which, being 
translucent, would admit light in a subdued form. This may be 
true enough, but it does not make clear how light was obtained 
through the roofing medium, which, it is said, was of marble from 
the island of Paros. That the porch-lit churches of modern 
Athens are probably "derived from ancient Pagan times" leaves 
us where we were before. The second part of the article, dealing 
with "influence" is decidedly weak. Professor Cockerell's aban-
doned "National Monument," Edinburgh, and the Justiciary 
Buildings in Jail-street, Glasgow, or "porticoes or other adjuncts 
to buildings" by no means represents "the influence of the Greek 
architectural revival during the first half of the igth century" in 
Great Britain, nor the Walhalla, near Ratisbon, and the Custom 

House, Philadelphia, its influence abroad. 

Notes on American Sculpture, chiefly in Relation to Gothic 
Work, by E. W. Hudson (A.), deals with observations made dur-

ing a visit "to see what was being done there in the Gothic 
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style." The numerous illustrations of statuary and carving make 
clear that that part of the work at least has caught, both from 
England and France, much of that grim humour of the Middle 
Ages. Some of the grotesque carvings in the Military Station, 
West Point, and in the City of New York College, are exceed-
ingly quaint, and tell their own story. Competition in art work, 
however, appears as a blight. 	For instance, Mr. Gutzon 
Borglum is executing the modelling for the statuary, etc., at the 
New York Cathedral of St. John. The models were then sent 
away to be wrought and finished by machinery under contract, 
the modeller having to pass or reject the work when complete. 
The "manufacturer" modified his execution to suit his blocks 
of stone, depressing an arm, drawing in a leg, or closing a wing, 
as economy dictated. Since the article was written, the model-
ler's protests, hitherto in vain, have been heeded, and his with-
drawal from the work thus prevented. 

Famagusta is an article by George Jeffery, Curator of An-
cient Monuments, Cyprus, which deals historically with the island 
from 1191, when it was conquered and definitely occupied by the 
Latin Crusaders accompanying Richard I., King of England, on 
the Third Crusade, until the present time. At the earlier date 
Famagusta had no existence, for it appears that the fortress was 
only commenced about 1280. The island has been ruled by the 
Crusaders, Moslems, Genoese, Venetians, and since 1571 it has 
remained a province of the Turkish Empire, although under the 
Treaty of Berlin (1878) it has been governed by British adminis-
tration. The main interest to architects centres around the facts 
that (a) Cyprus was the eastern outpost of Italian art, and (b) 
at Famagusta the fortifications were designed by architects, and 
not by purely military men. This article, having been written by 
a resident officer, contains a vast amount of information de-
rived from various sources, which it would be impossible for a 
visitor to obtain; whilst the technical and architectural knowledge 
displayed in the article renders it well worth perusal. 
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