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OYAL VICTORIAN INSTITUTE OF 
ARCHITECTS. 

SYLLABUS, 1907. 
aueshag, Sprit 230. 

	

President's Address. 	 FRANCIS J SMART (F.) 

Discussion on Proposed Exhibition of 
Architecture, Arts and Crafts. 

Cuesaag, aune 25th. 
" Domestic Interiors and Utensils of Spain." 

C. BOGUE LUFFMAN:i 

%aturaap, cune 29th. 
Smoke Night to Inaugurate Opening of New Rooms. 

auesbag, 3tti2 230. 
"The Architectural Development of Melbourne " 

Melbourne of the Past 	.. 	 F. J. SMART (P.) 

Melbourne of the Future .. 	.. R. J. HADDON fF 

Suburban Melbourne 	BEVERLEY USSHER (F.) 

atteshap, itugust 27th. 
" General Tendency of Design " 

J. J. CLARK (P.) 

trttesbap, September 24th. 
" Australian Timbers from au Architectural 

	

Standpoint." 	 JAS. MANN 
(Melbourne University). 

(A Country Excursion is also proposed this 
month.) 

tues,aV, October 22nd. 
" Glass." 	 W. MONTGOMERY 

Eecember (date to be fixed). 

Conversazione. 	Ladies' Night. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 

THE annual meeting of the R.V.I.A. was held at the Institute 
Rooms on Tuesday evening, February 26th, 1907, at 

o'clock. The President (C. A. D'Ebro, A.M.I.C.E.) was in the 
chair, and there was a large attendance of members. No visitors 
were present, as this was solely a business meeting. An apology 
for non-attendance was received from Percy Oakden (F.). 

Minutes. 
The minutes of the general meeting held on October 23rd, 

and the special general meeting held on December 11th, 1906, 
were read by the Hon. Secretary, John Little (F.), and duly con-
firmed. 

¢orresponbence. 
Town Clerk, Melbourne, stating in reply to a letter sent by 

the R.V.I.A. on December 6th, 1906, that the views of the Insti-
tute re amending the Building By-laws were under consideration, 
and would be further considered. 

Received. 
C. A. Cowper (A.), forwarding his report to the Council, as 

Delegate to the VII. International Congress of Architects, held in 
Lonaon in July, 1906. (Mr. Cowper's views are given elsewhere 
ins this issue.) 

Victorian 
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Victorian Sanatoria for Consumptives, tendering thanks for 
;17 I's. 6d., collected by Christmas appeal to the architects of 

Victoria, per Mr. Oakden. 
Received. 

'nomination. 
William Maitland Campbell (A.) was nominated for Fellow- 

ship. 

il1ew Institute 1Rooms. 
The President reported that the Joint Rooms Committee was 

now enlarged by the addition of two Institutes, which had 
hitherto been housed elsewhere. The new Committee consisted of 
the R.V.I.A., the Victorian Institute of Engineers, the Victorian 
Institute of Surveyors, the Chamber of Mines of Victoria, and the 
Australasian Institute of Mining Engineers. A lease for the term 
of five years had been entered into, for the occupancy of the new 
rooms, 57-59 Swanston-street. 	The accommodation would be 
largely increased, and the additional cost but little more than was 
now being paid by each Institute. There were also two or three 
other professional bodies which would be housed in the same 
rooms, as sub-tenants. As the rooms had been planned to suit 
the requirements of the various Institutes, it was hoped that mem-
bers would largely avail themselves of the new premises. 

1R.11).1.8. Competitions, 1906. 
The President presented the silver medal of the Institute to 

Philip B. Hudson, who had won the first prize in the R.V.I.A. 
competition, 1906; the subject being " An Art Gallery for a Small 
Town "; and the bronze medal to Fred. G. Biggs, for the best 
work in connection with the subject of measured work at the 
Assembly Hall, Collins-street, Melbourne. 

The annual report or the Council (printed elsewhere) was read 
by the Hon. Secretary, J. Little (F.). 

1 
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The President moved, and F. J. Smart (V.P.) seconded-
" That the Council's report be received and adopted." Carried. 

The financial statement and balance-sheet for igo6 (inserted 
in this issue) were presented by the Hon. Treasurer, E. A. Bates 
(F.), who moved their reception and adoption. H. W. Tompkins 
(F.) seconded the resolution, which was carried. 

The report of the Literary and Social Committee was read 
by the Hon. Secretary of the Committee, W. M. Campbell (A.), 
who moved its reception and adoption. This was seconded by the 
President, and carried. 

The report of the R.V.I.A. Journal of Proceedings was read 
by the Editor, John Little (F.), seconded by F. L. Klingender (F.), 
and carried. 

Election of Officers anb Members of Council 
for 100708. 

The following were elected Officers and Members of Council 
for 1907-8 :- 

Francis J. Smart, President. 

Edward A. Bates (F.), Percy Oakden (F.), Vice-Presidents. 
H. W. Tompkins (F.), Hon. Treasurer. 
John Little (F.), Hon. Secretary. 
Wm. M. Campbell (A.), Hon. Assistant Secretary. 
Charles A. D'Ebro (F.), F. L. Klingender (F.), Sydney 

Smith (F.), Beverley Ussher (F.), Gerard Wight (F.), Members 
of Council. 

J. S. Watts (A.), Associate Member ofCouncil. 

[President's 



PRESIDENT'S RETIRING 
ADDRESS. 

Delivered by C. A. D' Ebro, A. M.I. C. E., at the R. V.I. A. , 

February 26th, 1907. 

G ENTLEMEN,—On the completion of my second year of office 
as President of this Institute, I have to thank you for the 
honour you conferred on me, and I trust that my efforts to 

worthily fill the chair have met with your approval. 
I feel satisfied that, although the immediate results are hardly 

as distinct as I should like, the Council and I have at all times 
kept in mind the interests of the profession, and I trust that as 
the colony of Victoria progresses, the Architectural profession 
will be raised in status, and the education of a practising 
member will be of necessity better defined, and a high standard of 
ethics obtain in dealing with the various measures which come 

under his jurisdiction. 
I have always considered that our profession calls for special 

qualifications and training, which the mere fact of artistic feeling 
only does not cover, and this more particularly applies here, where 
an architect can hardly specialise in one branch. The modern 
architect must be strictly of business habits, and have the strongly 
defined constructive experience which is often lacking in the merely 
artistic, while his position should be one of absolute trust in his 
honesty of purpose by his employer, who must, apart from the 
appearance and detail of his work, be in the dark as to the conser-
vation of his interests. The successful architect should also, I 
consider, have the confidence of the men who tender to carry out 
work from his plans. For although in the earlier stages of his 
career one or two owners may gain advantages by sharp practice 
on the part of an architect, in getting more out of the details than 
the original contract evidenced, the rest of the clients will suffer, 

as builders are extremely human. 
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This leads up to the question of registration of architects, 
which is at present being debated by two schools in England—for 
and against possibly on the art or profession basis—but this regis-
tration already exists in occupations here, which bear far less on 
the health of the community than the proper arrangement of their 
buildings. Of course, no amount of examinations or passing of 
regulations can make an architect, but it should prevent the specu-
lative builder and land agent from taking in the unwary purchaser, 

who is, if satisfied with the appearance and arrangement 
of the house generally, disillusionised in a year or two with the 
construction. We know that, if properly built, villas bear a rela-
tive cost with each other, but when you find the house with the land 
thrown in, for the cost of the house alone, one sees that something 
is wrong. In any case, with most of the work done now the 
general character and finish of this class of residence warrant the 
expenditure of the small addition in architect's fees. 

This registration will, I trust, be warmly taken up by the 
members, and the Council have in their report referred to it. It 
will not affect the present architects so much, but will certainly 
improve the status of those who follow. 

As regards the knowledge required by an architect in modern 
times, there has been a great change, for although he cannot 
expect to be thoroughly expert in the whole of the subsidiary items 
of construction, he should have sufficient experience to be able to 
arrange for the best advice on the many points which will occur 
in extensive schemes—electric light, heating, girders, concrete re-
inforced in various ways, etc. This latter must of necessity make 
great headway, and its possibilities are unlimited. Of course, this 
material will not lend itself to every case, to the disadvantage of 
the older materials, but for special work, where the materials 
forming the matrix are handy, possibly it will be cheaper than 
brick or stone. I have no doubt that you have all received pamph-
lets and descriptions of various systems, and bars twisted and 
indented, cut and plain, the agents for which all assure you that 
theirs is the only one worthy of consideration; in fact, the variety 
of patents is legion. I am convinced that it will be found that 

[certain 
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certain firms will specialise in the erection of this class of work, 
but I do not think that architects need fear that Edison's scheme 
of pouring out a house, as per catalogue, has arrived. The archi-
tect will still be wanted, but if the outside walls are to be of con-
crete, then there will be no necessity to disguise the fact, and cut 
lines to indicate joints in masonry. They will be stucco, certainly, 

but honestly so, I trust. 
It is to be hoped that when the City Council of Melbourne 

revise the obsolete Building Act, some measure of attention may 

be given to this question. 
In the development of natural material for construction, there 

has been out little progress. We, as an Institute, have heard 
papers on the magnificent possibilities of the country, but there 
has been no discovery of a cheap building stone of good colour. I 
am pleased to see that there is more general use of marble, but 
these have to be brought long distances, and arranged for 
months before wanted. There are some of the finest varieties pos-
sible, but I am doubtful of their permanence in outside work, unless 
carefully looked after and re-polished. It is, however, to be hoped 
that, as clients have to be satisfied now with lower returns on ex-
penditure, a more permanent and better class of building will 

be put up. 
The unfortunate dispute in the building trade which has 

recently occurred has had, I am afraid, a bad effect on the capi-
talistic class, who naturally consider that the cost of construction 
will be raised in anticipation of further claims on the part of the 
men, ana I am afraid that in many cases schemes which were 
about to be carried out will be delayed indefinitely, and the cause 
of labour will suffer equally with our own, as investors will put 
their money into more liquid securities than buildings. 

It is to be hoped that the members of the Institute will assist 
in every way possible in the education of the various tradesmen on 
whose work they have to'rely for the execution of their designs, 
and as the present schemes of technical education do not cover 
sufficiently the practical side of the question, it is still necessary, 
in my opinion, that a defined apprenticeship should be entered into 
by those learning the higher branches of labour. It must be patent 
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to all of us that it is difficult to get the same class of work at the 
present time as existed twenty years ago. This is partly due to 
the fact that the better class of tradesmen have either died out or 
have left the colony for other parts. I feel that there is also a 
great want of personal interest in their work on the part of many 
of the younger workmen, and this can only be instilled into them 
by a higher moral tone, which I regret to say is largely wanting. 
It appears that there is a feeling of antagonism on the part of 
many men against anyone who employs them. There is certainly 
not sufficient interest in their work to warrant their being good 
employers themselves, if even they have the ambition to occupy 
the position. 

The architectural profession itself has had a very trying expe-
rience in Australia for many years, as there is no occupation which 
feels the commercial depression sooner, and the tender columns 
of the papers form a very good indication of the progress of a 
country. I, however, hope that, with the introduction of popula-
tion, and a continuance of good seasons, the present prosperity 
will continue, and that opportunities will be given for the exercise 
of the good taste and constructional experience which there is no 
doubt exists among members of this and other Australian In-
stitutes. Our own Institute has, I hope, taken a fresh lease of 
life with the new lease of better rooms, and the amalgamation with 
kindred societies in their occupation will give opportunities for ex-
change of ideas, and an acquisition of knowledge, which will be of 
great use to us, and I venture to think of equal value to our co-
operators. It is a great matter for regret to me that our meetings 
have not been attended as many of them deserved, and unless the 
younger members assert themselves by coming forward and taking 
part by reading papers, or discussing those of older members, the 
Institute will not have the weight it should have. 

I shall not weary you longer by my remarks, but will con-
clude with the hope that my services as President have met with 
your approval, and to congratulate you on the appointment of a 
gentleman who will, I feel sure, raise the status of the position, 
and who is by character and attainment worthy of your confidence. 

[Seventh 
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Zenentb International Congress of architects 
1l,onaon. 

C A. COWPER (A.) delivered an address upon his delegation 

• to the VII. International Congress of Architects, which was 
held in London in July, i906. In the course of his remarks, he gave 
a few of his most vivid impressions of the Congress, which, he 
stated, was attended by 700 architects, drawn from every quarter 
of the globe. The members were together for the better part of 
a fortnight, and before and after the meetings paid visits to places 
of interest together. He thought most good would come from 
the social side of the Congress, where subjects were threshed out 
during these visits. The opening ceremony was a sight not to 
be forgotten. It was performed in the Guildhall. This large hall 
was filled by people with a keen interest in art and architecture. 
Royal Academicians welcomed architects, whom they were willing 
to recognise as artists. The Princess Louise, the Duke of Argyle, 
the Lord Mayor, and a hundred men renowned in arts and letters 
were in the company, and the speeches were most inspiring. The 
Lord Mayor informed the delegates that within three feet of the 
President's chair Roman pottery had been discovered, and under 
that very spot there were evidences that a building had existed in 
which meetings were conducted in Roman times, of the nature of 
the meeting held that day, and he reminded them of the age and 
continuity of their art. To one from a new country, this informa-
tion was particularly interesting. A delegate who received a fine 
reception hailed from Japan, who, in his speech, remarked that 
as Japan had revolutionised her army, navy and government, she 
intended to revolutionise her methods of building, and the rebuild-
ing of the entire country was about to be undertaken. Reverting 
to the visits, he (the speaker) would never forget his visit to 
Hatfield, one of the greatest treats of his life. The nephew of the 
late Lord Salisbury gave a day to describing the objects of interest. 
Some of the joints of the brickwork were in. thick, and no one 
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had asked to have them tuckpointed ! Oxford was reached by 
special train, and drags were provided by which to see the Col-
leges. The party he was with was in charge of Mr. Paul Water-
house, whose father (the late Alfred Waterhouse) had done so 
much to enrich Oxford architecture. Concerning " Registration," 
or, as it was termed, " Statutory Qualification," he thought no 
question dealt with at the Conference had demanded, or had re-
ceived, more attention, and resolutions in favour of the principle 
were carried almost unanimously. It was expected that this year 
a Bill dealing with the subject would be introduced into Parlia-
ment. The Bill prepared was almost similar to that introduced 
into the Parliament of this State fifteen years ago. It was in-
teresting to know that registration was enacted in Canada, and 
that the law was successful in its operation. 	He thought one 
serious mistake had been made at the Congress meetings. Each 
paper was read in four languages, which involved a waste of time, 
considering that all the papers had been published a week before. 
This waste of time had a bad effect upon the Congress, and mem-
bers, knowing that they would soon have the printed proceedings 
in their hands, failed to appear at the meetings, and the papers 
were therefore not thoroughly discussed. 	Impressed with the 
possibility that Australia might some day entertain the members 
of an International Congress, he would affirm that we, too, had 
something worthy of inspection. Some of our recent commercial 
buildings would architecturally compare favourably with Europe 
and America, and some of our suburban architecture—along with 
that of Sydney—was worth seeing. The most pleasant part of his 
trip was his delegation to the Congress, his being asked to spend 
the " week-ends " at his fellow-members' houses, and the lifelong 
friendships formed. He thanked the Institute for the honour of 
attending the Congress, and for the pleasure he had derived 
thereby. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Cowper for his 
delegation and for his address. 

[New 
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mew Wesieent's Opening 1Remath . 

TT HE President for the year (Francis j. Smart), having taken 
 the chair, remarked that at the next meeting he would deliver 

his Presidential address. He desired to deal with the æsthetics of 
architecture, and to expound a policy to work upon. He thought 
architects ought to render assistance in the erection of statuary. 
Referring to the formation of public gardens, the " rockeries " 
were spoiling all attempts at artistic effect. He was in favour of 
Mr. Thwaites' great proposal to form the large Yarra lake, which 
would be a great feature upon the outer life and beauty of Mel-

bourne. 

%octai Meeting. 
After the transaction of business a social hour was spent, 

during which musical items were rendered, and refreshments 
served. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 1906-7. 

DURIN.D 
 URING the year the Council has held 17 meetings, with the G 
 following attendances:— 

C. 	A. 	D'Ebro 	(P.) 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 12 
D. C. Askew (V.P.), deceased .. 	.. 3 
F. J. Smart (V.P.) 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 16 
E. A. Bates (Hon. Treas.) .. 	.. 12 
John 	Little 	(Hon. 	Sec.) 	.. 	.. 	.. 17 
W. M. Campbell (Hon. Asst. Sec.) 13 
Percy Oakden (F.) 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 11 

Arthur Peck (F.) 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. to 
H. W. Tompkins (F.) .. 	.. 	.. 13 
Beverley Ussher (F.) 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 14 
Gerard Wright (F.) 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. II 
J. 	S. 	Watts 	(A.) 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. I 1 

The attendances at numerous committee meetings are not in-
cluded in above. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The roll of membership is as below :- 

Life Fellow .. 	 i 
Fellows .. .. 	 6o 
Hon. Fellows .. 	 4 
Associates .. .. 	 49 

114 
being an addition of 5 during the year. 

There have been, in addition, 16 Students who have enjoyed 
the privileges of the Institute. 

By death, early in the year, the Institute lost its senior Vice 
President, D. C. Askew (C.E.). 

[We 
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OBITUARY. 
We regret to record the death of David Christopher Askew 

(C.E.), the senior Vice-President, in May last. One of our best-

known architects, he was highly esteemed for his personal worth, 

and the sterling qualities he exhibited in his extensive practice. 
A note of his life appeared in the May issue of the " Pro- 

ceedings." 

PUBLIC WORK. 

C
ONCERNING the amending of the building by-laws of the 

city of Melbourne, very little progress appears to have been 
made during the year by the Melbourne City Council. Your 

Council furnished its first interim report on September 5th, 1905, 

and, in response to a recent inquiry, we have been informed that 

the proposed amendment of the building by-laws will be further 
considered after the appointment of a building surveyor has been 
made. The views of the Council of your Institute, which have 
already been under consideration, will be further considered with 

those of other experts. 
The Building Regulations, being admittedly out-of-date for a 

modern city, your Council is of opinion that the work of amend-
ing should be expedited. As it is impossible to apply modern 
methods, the work of building in Melbourne is rendered uselessly 
expensive in cost, and slow in execution, whilst the owner fails to 

derive the advantages he would get by improved construction in 

almost any other English-speaking city in the world. 
The recent strike in the building trades was the cause of 

an interview between the strike committee of the operatives and 
the Institute. It had been alleged that architects were violating 
the neutrality of their position, and taking sides against the men 
in several contracts. The allegations were, upon investigation, 
found to be without foundation. Several members of the R.V.I.A. 
had made efforts to terminate the strike, and the wish of all mem-

bers now is, that in future there may be an amicable settlement 
of any dispute without recourse to the extreme measure of declar-

ing either a strike or lock-out. 
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The Closer Settlement Board of the Lands Department, having 
sub-divided about 13o blocks for clerks at Glen Huntly, the Minis-
ter of Lands (Mr. Mackay) has arranged that members of the 
Institute submit designs for houses varying in cost from £300 to 

£550. 
None but selected applicants are to inspect the plans, and it 

is hoped that this restriction of viewing may prevent the piracy 
of ideas, which, if the plans were made public, would most pro-
bably take place. 

Your Council has appointed a committee, along with repre-
sentatives from the Public Works Department, who will probably 
select the most suitable from among the designs submitted. 

In July last the seventh International Congress of Architects 
was held in London. Your President, C. A. D'Ebro, A.M.I.C.E., 
and your Vice-Presidents, D. C. Askew, C.E., and F. J. Smart 
(F.) were appointed members of the Committee of Patronage, and 
C. A. Cowper (A.), delegate. 	Mr. Cowper duly attended, and 
was supported by A. North (F.) and J. Talbot Hobbs (F.), repre-
senting the Tasmanian and West Australian Institutes respectively. 
The report of your delegate has been forwarded to the Council, 
and Mr. Cowper has arranged this evening to submit a verbal 
report upon his impressions and the conclusions of the Congress. 
The thanks of the Institute are tendered to Mr. Cowper for the ser-
vice he rendered to the Institute by attending the Congress. 

The question of the registration of architects has recently been 
brought into prominence in Great Britain, both by the Home Insti-
tutes and also at the seventh International Congress of Archi-
tects, which was held in London last July. In view of the urgency 
of the subject, your Council requested its delegate to the London 
Congress to bring into publicity the action of the R.V.I.A. in 1890, 
when a Registration Bill prepared by the R.V.I.A. and non-asso-
ciated arcmtects of Victoria was submitted to the Legislative Coun-
cil of Victoria, but without success. The sole object of the Bill was 
to ensure that none but qualified men were to be allowed to com-
mence practice in Victoria. 

In view of the education of public opinion, your Council be- 

[lieves 
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lieves that the time is ripe to take action, and copies of the Bill of 
1890 have been circulated amongst members of the Council and 
others, with a view of preparing a measure which shall protect the 
public against incompetent and unscrupulous practitioners. 

A deputation from the Clerk of Works Association waited 
upon your Council, and explained the objects of the re-formed 

body. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

DURING the year the preparation of a new list of books sug-
gested for use by Students entering for the R.V.I.A. ex-
amination has engaged the attention of the Board of 

Examiners, and the list of books, and several new features in con-
nection with the examination, have been adopted and published 
by the Council. 	Students are requested to read this list of 
suggested books, in order to systematise their studies in Archi-

tecture. 
In connection with the Working Men's College classes in 

architectural work, the annual grant of .5  5s. has again been 
voted to Students for the best work done in the various classes. 
Suggestions were made by your examiners for the deletion from 
text books of obsolete methods of construction, and, in conference 
with the Education Department, a list of such deletions was agreed 
upon, in first grade work. 

Your Council, at the request of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, conducted the qualifying examination held in Mel-

bourne in -rune last for candidature as Associate. 
Official information has been received from London that Mr. 

Brittingham, an Associate of the R.V.I.A., has passed such ex-
amination, and the Institute congratulates him upon his success. 

The R.V.I.A. competitions for 1906 evoked keen competition 
in the principal subjects. 

In the silver medal subject, for design, " An Art Gallery for a 
Small Town," six competitors submitted work, and Francis J. 
Smart, V.P., and Percy Oakden (F.) were appointed judges. 



1Report of tbe Council, 190607. 

The medal was awarded to Philip B. Hudson ; the second prize 
of £3 3s. (with special prize of £,2 zs., donated by the President, 
C. A. D'Ebro, A. M. I. C. E.) to G. B. Leith ; and certificate of 
honourable mention to Gordon S. Keesing. 

In the bronze medal subject, " Measured Work of Portion of 
Front of the Assembly Hall, Collins-street, Melbourne," four sets 
of drawings were submitted. The judges—C. A. D'Ebro (P.), 
E. A. Bates (F.), and Arthur Peck (F.)—awarded the medal to 
Fred. G. Biggs, with 93 per cent. marks ; the second prize of 42 
2s., donated by F. J. Smart, Vice-President, being won by M. A. 
Ah Mouy, 90 per cent. ; and the certificate of honourable mention 
to Fred. G. Leslie Allen, 88 per cent. 

For the subject, " An Interior for a Living Room," no design 
was submitted. 

COMPETITIONS. 

YOUR Council has been active in rendering assistance to the 
promoters of competitions. 

Assistance was rendered in the preparation of conditions for 
the following competitions for designs for new buildings, and the 
Institute was represented in the adjudication, viz.:— 

Women's Hospital, Melbourne. 
The Talbot Colony for Epileptics. 
Dental Hospital, Melbourne. 

In connection with the Melbourne Town Hall extension com-
petition, your Council endeavoured unsuccessfully to enlarge the 
functions of a Board proposed to be appointed to report upon the 
designs, so that this Board, strengthened numerically, would have 
power to make a selection from among the designs submitted. 

Your representatives, at a conference, were informed that this 
power would certainly he given, as it had been in the case of a 
previous competition. Later they requested that all reference to 
the R. V. I. A. should be withdrawn from the conditions of competi-
tion, because they found that this condition was not to be in-
cluded. 

[Kindred 
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KINDRED INSTITUTES. 
BY the courtesy of the President and Council of the Victorian 

Institute of Engineers, your Council accepted an invitation 
to inspect the forts in Port Philip Bay, and a pleasant day 

was spent on board the " Vulcan " and at the Heads in April last. 
Our relations with kindred Institutes have been considerably 

widened 'Blaring the year. The old Institute Rooms were in the 
joint occupation of the R.V.I.A., the Victorian Institute of En-
gineers, and the Victorian Institute of Surveyors. Two new bodies 
—the Chamber of Mines of Victoria and the Australasian Institute 
of Mining Engineers—have joined the above Institutes. The pre-
sent accommodation being restricted, the five bodies have entered 
into a five years' lease for occupying rooms in a new building in 
Swanston-street. In two or three weeks a removal will be made. 
The old joint Rooms Committee is being dissolved, and the new 
rooms will be under the control of a new body bearing the same 

name. 
The advantage of this arrangement will be that vastly better 

accommodation will be secured for about the same amount as each 

Institute is now paying. 
The new President of the Institute (F. J. Smart) will be the 

chairman of the committee for the first year. Percy Oakden (V.P.), 
the Hon. Treasurer, and your Hon. Secretary, John Little, will 
also be members of the committee. The joint occupancy having 
worked so well for about the last i6 years, it is confidently antici-
pated that the new arrangements will prove equally successful. 

During the year the Articles of Association have been 
amended. Provisions for the admission of architects of experience 
to Associateship, without passing the qualifying examination; for 
simpler procedure in the event of a member being chargea with 
unprofessional conduct; for dealing with members whose partners 
may be engaged in business, which, in the opinion of the Council, 
is derogatory to the member's standing, have been made. The 
amended Articles have been adopted and confirmed by the mem-
bers, in accordance with the Articles of Association and the Com- 
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panies Acts, under legal advice, and steps are now being taken for 
registration. 

Membership in the Institute is highly valued by some outside 
architects. 

Three cases in which endeavours have been made by non-
associated architects to deceive the public have been brought before 
your Council. In two cases action has been taken by your Coun-
cil, and in the third action is about to be taken, in order to protect 
the rights of members of the Institute. 

The arrangements for meetings of members, the proposal to 
hold an Exhibition of Architecture, Arts and Crafts, the publica-
tion of the " Proceedings," and the library catalogue are dealt 
with in other reports. The library is being augmented by all the 
works required by candidates for examination, and, with improved 
quarters in the new premises, ample provision will be afforded for 
the convenience and comfort of members using the library and 
reading-room. 

[Hon. 



HON. TREASURER'S REPORT 1906. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,— 

I HAVE the pleasure of placing before you the balance-sheet of 
the Institute for the year ending December 31st, 1906, which 
has been duly audited by Mr. Thomas Brentnall, and circu-

lated in duplicate form amongst members. 
My report is of a condensed nature, owing to there being 

nothing of special importance to place before you, the financial 
position of the Institute being very similar to the position at end 

of 1905. 
We commenced the year with a credit balance to current 

account of £29 16s. 4d., and close with a credit of 422 6s. 6d. 
Whereas in 1905 there were outstanding liabilities of some 462, 
we close the past year with outstanding liabilities of Jos. od., 
which, being a subscription paid in advance, will not require 

liquidating. 
The Savings Bank deposit account is now 4120 os. 6d., which 

is somewhat less than last year, the difference being due to the 
payment of 448 17s. 6d. for legal expenses incurred during 1905. 

Tilt excess of assets over liabilities is 4.383 los. 3d., as against 
4409 16s. I id. for 1905, the shrinkage being due to the low 
valuation placed on the amount of subscriptions in arrears. 

The roll of membership consists of 114  members and 16 
students, making a sum total of 130, and being an increase of 6 

members for the past year. 
(Signed) EDWARD A. BATES, Hon. Treasurer. 

February 26th, 1907. 
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D. C. Askew (deceased) .. .. I 

John Little 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 5 
J. 	H. 	Harvey 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 5 
J. 	S. 	Watts 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 5 
B. 	Ussher 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 4 
R. 	H. 	Alsop 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 6 
W. M. Campbell .. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 	.. 5 
F. J. 	Smart (elected in November) 	.. 2 

DURING the past session the following papers have been read 
and discussed at meetings of the Institute :- 

" Heraldry as Applied to Architecture," by E. Wilson Dobbs. 
" The Monumental Brasses of England," by John Byatt. 
` Wanderings in Central Europe," by Beverley Ussher (F.). 

" Etchings and Etchers," by Jas. Oldham. 
" Examples of English Architecture" (slides by Percy Hume), 

J. H. Harvey (A.). 
"Scenery of Melbourne Geologically Considered," by T. S. 

Hall, M.A. 

These papers were amply illustrated by lantern slides and 
examples, and this committee tenders its thanks to those who con-
tributed the papers, and those who assisted with the lantern. 

The annual conversazione was held at the Vienna Cafe on 
December 13th, when a large number of members and friends 
attended. An enjoyable programme was contributed by the Zin-
gara Amateur Orchestra. 

The committee expressed its deep regret at the death of its 
chairman, Mr. D. C. Askew. 

A proposal was made to hold an exhibition under the auspices 
of the Institute of Architectural Drawings, Arts and Crafts, and 
preliminary meetings have been held for the discussion of the 

subject. 
[The 

The attendances of members at six meetings are as follows :— 

REPORT OF THE LITERARY AND 
 SOCIAL COMMITTEE 1906-7 



Academy Architecture... 
Bond 
Bidlake, Ricardo & Cash 

Buchan, W. P. ... 
Corroyer, E. 	... 
Cross, A. W. S. 

Davis, W. E. ... 

Fletcher, B. 	... 
Fletcher, B. F.... . 
Glazier, R. 	... 

Harvey, W. A. 

Jackson, T. G. ... 
Leaning, J. 
Marsh & Dunn ... 
Naugle, J. 

Paley, F. A. 	... 
Quenell, C. H. B. 
Rivington 

Roberts --- 
Simpson, F. M.... 

Specification No. 7, 1904 
" The Studio," 1906, in 
Ward, J.... 
Warren, F. D. 

Hon. 
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The following books have been purchased and added to the 

library during the year.— 

Academy Architecture, 1906 (i vol.) 

Gothic Architecture in England 
Modern Homes for Moderate Incomes 

(I vol.) 
Ventilation, 1891 (I vol.) 
Gothic Architecture, 1893 (i vol.) 

Public Baths and Washhouses, 1906 
(I vol.) 

Quantities and Quantity Surveying, 
1904. (I vol.) 

History of Architecture, 1905 (I vol.) 

On Quantities, 1903 (1 vol.) 
Manual of Historic Ornament, 1906 

(I vol.) 
Bournville Model Village and Its 

Cottages (I vol.) 
Reason in Architecture, 1906 (1 vol.) 
Building Specifications, 1901 (i vol.) 
Reinforced Concrete, 1906 (r vol.) 
Australian Building Practice, 1900 

(1 vol.) 
Gothic Mouldings, 1902 (1 vol.) 
Modern Suburban Houses,1906 (I vol.) 
Building Construction, Vols. i, 2, 3, 

4 (4 Vols.) 
Architectural Perspective (I vol.) 
History of Architectural Development 

(vol. I) 
(i vol.) ; No. 9, 1906, (I vol.) 
four-monthly volumes r3 vols.) 

Historic Ornament, 1897 (2 vols.) 
Reinforced Concrete, 1906 (r vol.) 

WM. M. CAMPBELL, 

Sec. Literary and Social Committee. 



EDITOR'S REPORT, 1906-7. 

T WELVE months ago the Council superseded the old arrange- 
ment by which the " Journal of Proceedings had been 
edited by a committee, and vested in the present Editor the 

sole charge of the publication. 

Work was commenced under disadvantageous conditions, for 
a fire which had occurred a few weeks before had burnt down the 
'printer's premises, in which was stored the whole of the type, 
blocks and paper. Many weeks were lost in clearing away the 
debris, and fortunately most of the blocks were recovered. Apart 
from the inevitable delay of some months, the " Journal " has 
suffered no financial loss. Five of the six issues a year have been 
published, and most of the matter for the sixth—the January issue 
—is in type, whilst some of the illustrations have been prepared. 

Concerning his own work, the Editor would only say he has 
done his best. The " Journal," he ventures to believe, has been 
improved in the direction of illustrating each paper by half-tone 
blocks; whilst the " Reviews of New Books, etc.," undertaken at 
the request of the Council, although involving much reading, has 
been of value to many of our younger men. The illustrated head-
pieces have been prepared by Mr. Brun, Mrs. Corbett Jones, Mr. 
Blamire Young, and other artists ; whilst Mr. Thomas has pre-
pared all the blocks, both line and half-tone. 

Financial assistance has been obtained from the advertisers, 
many of whom have learned to appreciate the ' Journal " as a 
medium for bringing and keeping under the notice of its readers 
the goods they are interested in. 

The " Journal " is forwarded regularly to the kindred Insti-
tutes of the world, and, when bound in volumes, finds a place in 
their libraries. Institutes and members abroad constantly testify 
to the value of the " Journal." 

To readers of papers who have kindly placed their contribu-
tions at the disposal of the Editor ; to the artists who have enriched 
the " Journal " by illustrations ; to the skill of the engraver, Mr. 

[Thomas 
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Thomas ; to the advertisers ; and especially to Messrs. Green and 
Fargher and their staff, who during a very trying year have done 
everything to make the Journal " a success, the Editor tenders 
his warmest thanks. 	

JOHN LITTLE, F.R.V.I.A., EDITOR. 

Victorian Etrcbitectura[ %tubents' %ociety of 
the 1R.0.1111• 

SYLLABUS OF MEETINGS FOR 1907-8. 

Held al the Institute Rooms, 57;59 Swanton SI., Melbourne. 
1907. 

April 3o—Lecture by Mr. Fisher on Leaded Lights. 
May 14—Opening Night, Address by President, Music. 
May 21—Journal. 
June 4—Competition--Short Papers. 
June t8—Debate : " Best Classical Front in Collins Street. 
July 2—Lecture by Mr. R. J. Haddon "Arts and Crafts." 
July 16—Competition—Music. 
Aug. 6—Debate : ` ` Should Sky-Scrapers be permitted ? " 
Aug. 2o—Competition—Short Papers. 
Sept. 3—Debate : " Should Verandahs be affixed to buildings of 

our principal streets ? " 
Sept. t7—Competition—Music. 
Oct. t—Short Papers. 
Oct. 15—Competition—Music. 
Nov. 5—Debate : " Does Garden Designing come into the pro- 

vince of the Architect ?" 
Nov. 18—Competition—Short Papers. 
Dec. 3—Journal. 
Dec. 17—Discussion : " Last Issue R. V.I. A. Bi-monthly." 

1908. 
Jan. 7—Lecture by Mr. Vincent. 
Jan. 2 1—Debate : " Are Radiators preferable to all other modes 

of heating ? " 
Feb. 4—Short Papers. 
Feb. t8—Closing Night for the Year. Music, etc. 

All information may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 
G. S. KEESING, 

c/o Mr. D' Ebro, 99 Queen St. 
jReviews 



 

       

       

       

REVIEWS OF NEW 
BOOKS, ETC. 

" JOURNAL OF THE R.I.B.A., Vol. XIV., Third Series, 
1st Quarterly Part, comprising Nos. i to 5. 

From the Presidential address  delivered by Mr. T. E. Collcutt 

we learn that the question of registration has recently come to the 
front in England, and that a Draft Bill is about to be submitted 
to Parliament. We suspect that, as this Bill is to be based on a 
compromise, it will not contain the thoroughgoing provisions re-
quired to satisfy us in Australia. Concerning competitions, Mr. 
Collcutt is of opinion that the selection in the case of works of 
magnitude should be in the hands of one assessor, rather than of 
two or a greater number. We believe that competitors generally 
prefer a board, rather than a single assessor. Every man, even an 
assessor, has his weak as well as his strong points, but the weak-
ness of a board is usually less objectionable than the weakness of 
an individual ; and the strong points of a board are of a more 
varied character than those of the individual. Australian expe-
rience, we believe, is in favour of the board, and the board is 
probably the best constituted when it includes a lay element, and 
is empowered to declare an award. The board for adjudicating 
upon the Hague competition for the Peace Palace contained six 
architects, and a lay chairman. Hence the fiasco, admitted by one 
of the six to have taken place, even under a board. What would 
have happened if the decision had been in the hands of one man, 
with full play for all his idrocrasy? 

In the latter part of his address, the President deals with pro-
blems affecting the buildings and the thoroughfares of London, 
and the recurring question of the education of the public. 

In the " Composition and Strength of Mortar," Mr. W. J. 

Dibdin deals with the subject from its chemical side. Referring 
to the by-law of the London County Council, that mortar shall be 

[composed 
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composed of freshly burned lime and clean, sharp sand or grit, 
without earthy matter, in the proportion of one of lime to three of 
sand or grit, he finds neither definition of strength nor factor of 
safety. He tabulates the results of numerous experiments, using 
sands mainly from one district, but of varying coarseness or fine-
ness. His conclusions go to prove that the strength of a mortar 
depends far more upon the physical character of the materials 
employed than has hitherto been fully realised. If the usual pre-
scription of " three to one " be rigidly adhered to, the mortar may 
have, in certain cases, only one-third of the strength of that which 
might he obtained with as widely varying proportions as five of 
sand to one of lime; and it would appear to be desirable that the 
strength be ascertained by crushing rather than arbitrary propor-
tions should be the criterion. It is not suggested that any and 
every admixture should be sanctioned, but where the materials 
are clean and sound, and free from dirt, no unreasonable objec-
tion should be taken to their use, provided that they yield a mortar 
having strength sufficient for the work in hand. If a factor of 
safety of five be sufficient for any work, it is obviously unnecessary 
to ask for one of ten, as the strength upon that basis must neces-
sarily increase with the increment of the load. On the other hand, 
care should be exercised to secure such factor of safety as may be 
required in any particular case. The addition of pure clay in the 
sand increases materially the compressive properties of mortar, 
whilst clinker, crushed in a mill, added fo the sand, even in equal 
quantities, may be used with safety. Regarding the old theory of 
the particles in mortar being in " mechanical " or in " chemical " 
affinity, the author has little to say, except that, concerning the 
latter, chemists are not agreed upon the point. The experiments 
tabulated in the paper suggest that if various mortars were ex-
perimented upon in brickwork, under normal conditions, by the 
R.I.I3.A., results of a valuable nature would be ascertained. With 
various sands, used in varying quantities, with lime varying from 
pure lime (99.9 per cent.) down to limes of 6o per cent. or less, 
together with varying conditions of use, one may arrive at such a 
complication that it is almost bewildering to think of the wide field 
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open for experiments. One fact that stands out clearly in the dis-
cussion upon the paper, is that mortar made in the 13th and t4th 
centuries, and even up to the time of Sir Christopher Wren, is 
much superior to the mortar used to-day. 

In " Domestic Architecture in Western Australia," R. M. 

Hamilton (A.), Perth, describes the suburban villas of the Western 
State. Considering that these villas are mainly the creation of 
the last zo years, and that architects from Victoria have been 
largely concerned with their erection, there is little to distinguish 
them from Victorian villas, save that they are commonly covered 
with iron, whilst in Victoria tiles or slates are mostly used. Mr. 
Hamilton expresses surprise at never having seen chimney breasts 
used to carry up air flues from the rooms of houses. It is a pity 
that so efficient a means of removing vitiated air is so seldom used 
in the West. The writer of this " Review " has used these flues 
in numberless buildings during recent years, with the greatest 
success. If the smoke flue be made 9 in. x 9 in., and the vent 
flue 9 in. x 44 in., the chimney stack is but little increased in size, 
and therefore expense, than if the smoke flue were 14 in. x 9 in., 
and the vent flue omitted. 

Mr. Fredk. R. Hiorus (A.), Godwin Bursar 1905, treats in 
the Godwin Bursary report, 1905, of " Modern Town Halls of 
France," their planning, decoration and equipment, of which a 
very good selection lias been given, with ample illustrations both 
of plans, elevations and sections, as well as by photographs. 

Part 1 treats of " The Hotel de Ville of Paris," one of the 
most sumptuous buildings ever erected for municipal purposes, 
and which is in every way such a fine exponent of French Renais-
sance style, the style which is so eminently characteristic of the 
nation, and is admirably adapted to the purposes of such buildings. 

The description is treated historically from the first building, 
commenced in 1533,  to the present structure, of which plans of 
the principal floors, sections, and details, together with photo-
graphs of the structure and decorations, are given, all admirably 
rendered. 

[Part 
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Part 2 treats of " Two Typical ` Mairies ' of Paris," those 
selected being " The Hotel de Ville Nenilly-sur-Lime," a suburb 
of Paris, and " The Mairie of the Tenth Arrondissement, Paris." 
The latter is deservedly a great pride of the Parisians, and is by 
that eminent architect, M. Eugene Rouyer, who obtained second 
prize in the competition for the Hotel de Ville of Paris. The plan 
of this building is admirable, and should tie studied carefully by 
all students of architecture, and especially those aspiring to careful 
and masterly planning, which, after all, is the main thing in de-
signing a building for public uses, such as a Town Hall. 

Part 3 treats of another, and the latest erected of the Hotels 
de Ville about Paris—viz., " The Hotel de Ville Versailles." This 
is a very successful building in every way, and is amply illustrated 
by plans, sections, elevations and views. 

(This subject will be continued in the second qnarterly part, 
and will be further reviewed in our next issue.) 
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